
 

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
December 25, 2022 

 

 

Mass Intentions 
Tues. 6:30 A.M. Herman, Marguerite &  
   Leon Donnelly 
   St. John, Apostle 
Wed. 6:30 A.M. Evaristo & Josefa Buenteo  
   The Holy Innocents, Martyrs  
Thurs. 6:30 A.M. Amber Bennetsen 
   St. Thomas Becket 
Fri. 6:30 A.M. Lynn Adamek 
   The Holy Family of Jesus, 
   Mary & Joseph  
Sat. 5 P.M.  Vernon Matusek 
Sun. 7 A.M.  Parish Family  Pro Populo 

9 A.M.  Don Hoffmann 
 11 A.M. Juan Navor Family Members 

Sanctuary Candle Intention 
St. Joseph Sanctuary Candle will burn this week in memory 
of the Deceased Members of the Alfred & Leona Proschko 
Family. 

St. Ann Sanctuary Candle will burn this week in memory 
of the Gilbert, Agnes & Lynn Adamek. 

 

Prayer List 
Contact Theresa Bordovsky at 293-3124 or 

Ann Marie Bludau at 798-2959. 
  

This Sunday’s Holy Scriptures 

Is 9:1-6; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14 
 

Your Gift to God: December 18th                
St. Joseph Parish Support   $3,768.42 
Online Giving Parish Support   $1,985 
Building Fund     $60 
St. Ann Parish Support    $728 
Online Giving Parish Support   $205 
Building Fund     $100 

May God reward your generosity! 

 
 
 
 

“Today is born our Savior, 
Christ the Lord.” 

Liturgical Assignments 
Lectors 
Sat. 5 P.M.  Charles Kvinta 
Sun. 7 A.M.  Janet Adamek 

9 A.M.  Anthony Harper 
 11 A.M. Sandra Melendez 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
Sat. 5 P.M.  Bobby & Gladys Jiral, 
   Carolyn Janak 
Sun. 9 A.M.  Patty Mabry, Joyce Harper  
 11 A.M. Pam Garza, Graciela Rivas, 
   Nina Arriaga   

Ushers/Hospitality 
Sat. 5 P.M.  Charlie & Carolyn Hoepfl, 
   Ernest Miller, Henry Janak 
Sun. 7 A.M.  Andrew & Vicki Sestak 
 9 A.M.  Elorine Sitka, Alan Migl, 
   Randy & Debbie Randazzo 
 11 A.M. Luis & Gisela Perez, 
   Jose Martinez, Miguel Trujillo 

Altar Servers 
Sat. 5 P.M.  Gage H., Ben J., Trevor M. 
Sun. 7 A.M.  A. J. & Nick A. 
 9 A.M.  Addison F., Mason H., Kolton P. 
 11 A.M. Javier N., Dylan & Mariel A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Regem angelorum” 
 

“Venite Adoremus, Dominum” 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday, December 31st – 4:00 – 4:40 p.m. 

Baptismal Preparation Class 
The next Baptismal Preparation Class will be held 
Saturday, January 14th at 9:00 a.m. in the Family 
Center Meeting Room. 

 

Clase de Preparacion Bautismal 
La clase de preparación bautismal será el primer 
Sabado,  Enero 7, del mes a las 8:45 a.m. en el Salon 
Parroquial.  Hable con Susanna Trujillo para mas 
información. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“O Holy Night” 

 

“O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.” 

These words are from one of the latter verses of the 
Christmas Carol, "O Little Town of Bethlehem."  We often sing 
our traditional Christmas Carols more in touch with 
nostalgia than the meaning of the words we sing.  But 
when we pause a moment and consider the words--when 
we go past the jingle, snowflakes, straw and melodious 
angelic choirs--the words are a sermon unto themself.   

What is it that occupies your heart this Christmas? Maybe 
it’s sadness, frustration, anger? The feeling that you’re not 
good enough or smart enough or kind enough? Or maybe 
you’re lonely or afraid? 

Whatever is in there, God wants to be in your heart, too. 
And if you let God in, even just a little bit: Watch out! Cast 
out our sin and enter in.  

It is only after we have been emptied--of all the ridiculous 
things, all the needless stuff that gets in the way of God’s 
love--only when we are emptied of these worries, these 
desires, are we ready to be filled with the love of God. Only 
when we are empty can Christ be born in us. Only when 
we are empty will Christmas come. We can sing the carols 
and put out the crèche, but unless we are willing to be 
emptied out, there won’t be any place for God to live. 

This is the inside work, the thing that must happen inside 
our hearts, in order for the outside work to move forward. 
And the outside work is the coming of the Kingdom of 
God. 

Heaven and earth shall flee away, you see, when he comes 
to reign. We are being asked to bear God into the world, 
just as Mary did. And just like Mary and Joseph, we know 
that this is not going to be easy, and it’s going to change 
everything. Are we brave enough to do this, knowing that 
if God’s kingdom really comes, our lives change forever? 
Are we willing to be cast down, emptied out, so that God 
may be raised up? 

This labor, this bringing about the Kingdom of God, will 
not be easy. But this is Christmas; the time has come, and 
our call is to bear Jesus into the world, just as Mary bore 
him so long ago.  We are called to put flesh on the values 
of God’s kingdom, to put hands and feet and brains and 
shoulders to work.   

Come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.  

Merry Christmas! 

Fr. Matthew 

“Gloria in excelsis Deo” 

Coming in 2023! 
Attend the Lavaca Catholic Men’s 
Gathering every fourth Monday, at the Queen of 
Peace Family Life Center, in Sweet Home.  Bishop 
Brendan Cahill will be the featured speaker at the 
inaugural event, January 23rd.   Mass will begin at 6:30 
p.m. in Queen of Peace Church, with the program to 
follow. Become a better disciple and enjoy fellowship 
and food with friends.  Visit 
www.lavacacatholicmen.com or contact Robert 
Lewis 817-897-2678 for more details. 

 

FYI:  Parish Office Schedule 
The Parish Office is closed for the Christmas 
holidays and will re-open at 8:00 a.m.. Tuesday, 
January 3rd.   

 

Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Raphael's Refuge will commemorate the Feast of the 
Holy Innocents on December 28th with a Mass 
celebrated by Bishop Brendan Cahill at 11:00 A.M. 

The holy Rosary will be recited at 10:10 A.M., 
followed by the singing of Christmas 
carols.  Everyone is invited to our potluck luncheon 
after Mass.  Bring your friends and visit old friends 
and new.  Drinks are provided.  Be sure to dress 
appropriately, as there is no central air or heat. 

 

Special Thanks 
Sincerest appreciation is extended to all the volunteers 
who sacrificed their time to help prepare the church 
for the Christmas liturgies. From those who cleaned 
the church to all the youth from CCD and School who 
helped setup the Nativity and trees.  May God bless 
you for donating your time help to make our 
Christmas liturgies more beautiful.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, 
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.” 

 

 

A Prayer at Christmas Time  
for Country Living 

LORD Jesus Christ, when, on a winter’s night I look up 
through the clear air at the stars, I can be very close to You 
and to Your native Bethlehem. It was at night that You 
first came to this earth. It was under the same stars that 
now gleam in this night sky that Mary first held You in her 
arms. It was by the faint light of these stars still shining 
tonight that the shepherds found their way to the stable, 
and discovered You, as the angels had said they would, 
lying in a manger. 

Dear Christ, it is especially at Christmas time that I see and 
understand how close You are to those who live on the 
land. We have so many reminders of You! The stars and 
moon at night and the sun by day — the same stars under 
which You were born; the same moon that shone that 
night on Bethlehem; the same sun that brightened Your 
first days on earth. 

The stable, and the farm animals that shared their quarters 
and their warmth with You, their creator. The sheep and 
the shepherds that came to adore You — rough men, but 
good, truthful, honest, and sincere. 

O Jesus, Son of the everlasting God, You are so 
wonderfully made one of us at Christmas time! You are our 
God, but You are our Brother, too. You are our King, but 
You come as a helpless little baby, longing for our love. 

Help us today and always to see You in all those with 
whom we come in contact. Let us never forget Your own 
instruction, that whatever we do for the least of those 
around us, we do for You. Help us always to serve You in 
the generous, selfless spirit of this season, and we shall then 
be real Christians — more and more like You — other 
Christs.  Amen. 

From www.catholicrurallife.org 
 

St. Faustina’s Prayer for Priests 
Lord, give us holy priests; You yourself 
maintain them in holiness. O Divine and Great 
High Priest, may the power of Your mercy 
accompany them everywhere and protect 
them from the devil’s traps and snares, which 
are continually being set for the souls of 
priests. 

May the power of Your mercy, O Lord, shatter 
and bring to naught all that might tarnish the 
sanctity of priests, for You can do all things. 

“Joy to the world,  
the Lord is come!” 

Support Catholic Education 
Catholic Life Insurance is sponsoring Win with 
Catholic Schools Sweepstakes and all proceeds from the 
sale of tickets benefit St. Joseph School.   

Grand Prize Choice of: 
Roman Holiday Vacation for Four* or 

2023 Toyota Corolla Sedan* or 
$20,000 Prepaid Visa Credit Card 

*Or equivalent vehicle. 

Participating School Prize: 
Each participating school will have a $1,000 prepaid 
Visa credit card individual winner drawn from tickets 
sold by their school. 

Tickets are $5.00 and may be purchased at the school 
or parish office.  For more information contact the 
school office at 293-9000.   

Deadline for purchasing tickets is January 25th. 
Drawing will be held February 14th. 

Tickets may be purchased at the school office or 
at the Pastoral Center. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surrender Yourself  
Women’s Silent Retreat 

Retreat Dates: 
Starts: January 26th – 7:00 p.m. 
Ends:  January 29th – 10:00 a.m. 

Cathedral Oaks Retreat Center 
1225 CR 248, Weimar, TX. 

Cost:  $150.00 

Registration Deadline:  January 11, 2023 

Join us for a time of silence where you can surrender 
yourself in Prayer:  Daily Mass, Eucharistic Adoration, 
Liturgy of the Hours and more. 

Fasting: Light meals will be available. 
Giving: Your love & Time 

Spiritual Direction offered by Sisters of Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament. 

For more information visit www.victoria diocese.org 

Presented by the Diocese of Victoria  
Women’s Leadership Team. 

 


