Grateful for today, planning for tomorrow-
Mike-
Thank you Father, many of you may know me as the Bishop’s annual appeal guy but I would like to tell you a little more about myself and family. My wife Donna & I moved to the Clover Hill section of Flanders in November of 1980. We were parishioners of St Lawrence in Chester where our son Mathew was baptized. We found out that a new Catholic Church was established in Flanders and because it was convenient we started attending the 5 pm Mass in the Mountainview School. We were expecting our second child and Donna kept saying she felt comfortable in this new parish and wanted to join St Elizabeth and so eventually I gave in and we became parishioners in the fall of 1986. I didn’t get involved in Church activities right away. It was many years before I became a Eucharist Minister and later on as a teacher for my son Andrew’s Confirmation class. I was blessed when Mary Beth Hall asked me to help out on the Confirmation Retreats and become a Confirmation teacher again. I joined the Men’s Fellowship. Recently I became a member of the Ignite steering committee and a member of the prayer & worship committee. My point to all of this is that St Elizabeth Ann Seton Church is great Catholic parish when you get involved and participate in the many ministries & programs. When I was asked to get involved I didn’t always say NO.  So I am asking you to get involved, to participate both spiritually & physically in the many programs & ministries of our parish. I believe you will find it very rewarding. What also is rewarding is to see the many recent improvements that have been made to our parish facilities. The parking lot paving, improvements to the parish house and classrooms have brought a sense of renewal to the facilities. As I have said in past annual appeal talks this is a very caring & giving parish. There are many special charitable programs & projects that you have and continue to contribute too.  So to continue to be a great Catholic parish it is important to support the day to day operations and the many spiritual programs of the parish. Please take a moment and prayerfully consider increasing your current offertory contribution. As Father Stan has said we find ourselves in extraordinary times and it is up to us to provide the monetary support needed to continue the mission of our Church. So please don’t say no. Also consider using Faith Direct. I have been using it now for several years and I find it easy and very convenient to use.
Well thank you for listening. 
May God bless you and our parish community.




Monica –
Good morning, my name is Monica Schiksnis and I have been asked to speak to you today, commitment Sunday, about my relationship with our church.  I would like to take just a few minutes to speak about why I believe St Elizabeth’s Ann Seton Church it such an extraordinary place and worthy of our full support.  
I have been a parishioner here at St Elizabeth’s for the last twenty years along with my husband Michael and two children.  When my children started attending CCD, was when I first got involved in the parish.  I am the communion minister coordinator, part of the Liturgy Committee, a member of the Service and Charity Pillar, on the Ignite Steering Committee, and work with our teens in the Confirmation Program. Why am I an active parishioner?  I truly believe it is because I am surrounded by such wonderful inspiring people.
To me, St Elizabeth Ann Seton church is not just a building, it is not my just my place of worship, it is my spiritual home.  A place where you feel you belong because you have so much in common with the people, the culture, and the way of life.  Just as thoughts of your personal home conjure up happy memories and fond relationships, this place, my spiritual place, invokes happy memories and fond relationships. 
This is the place where my children have received the sacraments, I have become a Godmother, I have mourned the loss of loved ones, sponsored a friend through the RCIA program, was a Confirmation sponsor for a teen, provided a meal to the homeless, and bought a toy for an underprivileged child, all with my spiritual family by my side.  I am sure you have had some of these  experiences at St Elizabeth’s.  As a result of these experiences with my spiritual family, I have grown spiritually and emotionally, and I would like to believe I am answering God’s call.  
So today I am asking you to get involved, to participate both spiritually and financially in the many programs and ministries of our parish. I know it will be truly rewarding.  We have made such great improvements to our parish recently, the renovated classrooms, the newly paved parking lot with lines, maintenance of our church and parish house, but this takes our support.  So to continue to be a great Catholic Parish, please prayerfully consider increasing your contribution and use the Faith Direct program for your contribution.   
We are blessed with so many gifts here at St Elizabeth Ann Seton and with your support we can fulfill the mission of our church.  We can be Thankful for Today, and Plan for Tomorrow.
Thank you for coming today, thank you for listening and thank you for being part of my spiritual family.   God bless you and your family.
Gary-
Good Morning.  My name is Gary Mulcahy and I have been a parishioner here at St. Elizabeth’s for the last 20 years.   I would like to take a few minutes to speak to you about the special meaning our parish has to me and my family, and why we believe it is a place worthy of our full hearted support.  
Many of you may recognize me as the guitar player at the 9AM Sunday Mass, or at the monthly teen Mass.  Along with this, my wife and I co-chair the Parish’s Baptism Preparation program, are members of the Parish Advisory Board, and are also co-chairs of the Ignite Program’s Service and Charity Pillar Team.  There are times where people comment to me “Wow, you’re really involved up there – why do you do it?”   What they don’t say is “You must be nuts to get that involved!”  
In reflecting on “why I do it” I keep on coming back to the same reasons.  St. Elizabeth is a special place and I find fulfillment in being part of it.  It’s the place that is the focal point of my relationship with God.  It’s the place where we and our children receive our sacraments.  It is sees us through some of our happiest times (we have a son who is getting married here this summer), as well as our saddest times, like when it’s time to bury a loved one.  
When we have the opportunity to travel, we always try to get out to the local church to meet our obligations for Sunday Mass, but also to check it out.  What do they have going on?  What’s in their bulletin?  How do they have the church decorated?  What music do they play?  But no matter how beautiful the building, how nice the services, how good the music, I always find myself thinking this is not home and looking forward to getting back to St. E’s.  
St. Elizabeth is our spiritual home and we all should take good care of our home.  We can get so much out of it, but I wonder if we consider how difficult it is to keep it as on ongoing concern.  It’s always gratifying to see our parishioners step up to volunteer at the many spiritual and charity based activities our Parish sponsors.  Now is the time to also step up to help in a monetary way.  
I, as I’m sure you do also, often run into people who have nothing good to say about the Catholic Church, and generally end up with “All they care about is money”.   I don’t know what they’re talking about.  This is certainly not the church I recognize.  In our 20 years in this parish, calls from the pulpit for increased giving have been nearly nonexistent.  As Father has explained, we find ourselves in extraordinary times and it’s up to us parishioners to answer the call. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]So, thank you for allowing me to share with you my personal reflections on what St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish means to me.  I hope you all will reflect on what it means to you and let your conscience be your guide in how to respond.
Thank you.  



