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In Jesus and Mary, 
 
 

 

Father Jeff Kegley 
Pastor 

Jesus is Lord! 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 
 

Our parish community is blessed to welcome thousands of parishioners, family members, and visitors to our church to 
celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Your presence at Holy Mass brings us great joy and enriches our 
Liturgical Celebrations.  
  

The first Christmas hymn, which established for all time the words that linger to our day, was not composed by human 
beings, but by the angels who were the “evangelists” of Christmas night. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among men,” announced the angels!   These divine messengers proclaimed the long awaited good news: the savior has been 
born. The child born in humble surroundings, the child foretold by the prophet Isaiah as the “Prince of Peace,” brings to 
people who enjoy His favor, to people of good will, the gift of peace. How we all long for peace!  Peace within our hearts and 
in our homes; peace within our communities; peace on the world stage that is beset by hostility and bloodshed. 
 

We yearn for a world in which people live in right relationships with one another, where trust in relationships and human 
affairs is evident, where people can live without fear and deprivation. Peace on earth, in all its forms, is our desire. Peace is 
the goal that people of good will must seek. 
 

The song of the angels announces the way to lasting peace: the glory of God.  There is no lasting peace unless we 
acknowledge the primacy of God. There is no lasting peace in our hearts, our communities and the world unless we 
recognize God’s glory manifested in Christ, the incarnate love of God, and live according to the great commandment of love 
of God and neighbor. The glory of God shines on the face of Christ ( 2Cor. 4:6). It is in the well beloved Son that we see the 
glory of God. When we listen to the Son, assimilate His words and deeds and follow His example, we find our personal peace 
and the grace to promote peace among others. 
 

The Infancy Narratives in the Gospels of Luke and Matthew present the familiar faces of those who were present at Christ’s 
birth or in the days immediately following it. Mary and Joseph are there. Then the shepherds, the magi, and Simeon and 
Anna appear. Each of them is an example of how we can give glory to God. Mary is the woman of prayer who heard God’s 
Word, treasured it in her heart and accepted it with the “yes” of faith. Joseph is the “righteous man,” the one who can truly 
hear and see what God demands of him, even when it seems improbable and difficult. The shepherds approach the stable 
with simplicity, unfettered by worldly status. The magi steadfastly search for the true Lord and King until they find Him in 
the most unlikely of circumstances. Simeon and Anna, living in the Temple — God’s dwelling place — patiently wait and 
pray for the savior to come.  Because God plays a decisive role in the lives of Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and magi, 
Simeon and Anna, they are able to be people of peace. 
 

As we draw near to the Crib, we can follow their example. Like them we can be people of prayer, searching for God’s will, 
unfettered by worldly status and power. We can seek to truly hear and see what God asks of us and say our “yes” to God at 
work in our lives. Then we will be people of peace. 
 

These days of rejoicing draw us ever closer into the mystery of God’s love. In the birth of His Son, we experience the fidelity 
of God, who sees our need, hears the desires of our hearts and responds with merciful love. May this celebration of Christ’s 
love for us encourage us to recommit ourselves to the glory of God that leads to peace for ourselves and all men and women 
of good will.  

Like the angels, we are called to be evangelizers — to bring the Good News of God’s love to our family and community. May 
the joy and hope that the Christ Child offers to the world bring peace and unity to you and your family.  

Merry Christmas! 
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Pope Francis: On the Mystery of Christmas 

Today’s liturgy, which is the fourth and last Sunday of Advent, is characterized by the theme of proximity, 
closeness of God to humanity. The passage from the Gospel (cf. Mt 1.18 to 24) shows us two people, the 
two people, who more than any other, have been involved in this mystery of love: the Virgin Mary and her 
husband Joseph. Mystery of love, mystery of closeness of God with humanity. 
 
Mary is presented in the light of the prophecy that says: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son” (v. 23). The Evangelist Matthew recognizes what had happened in Mary, that she conceived Jesus as 
a work of the Holy Spirit (cf. v. 18). The Son of God “comes” from her womb to become man and she 
welcomes him. So, in a unique way, God approached being human, from the flesh of a woman: God came 
to us and took flesh from a woman. In a different way, God comes with His grace to us also, to enter into 
our lives and offer us the gift of his Son. And we, what do we do? Do we welcome him, we let him get 
close, or we reject him, we send him away? Like Mary, offering herself freely to the Lord of history, she 
has allowed him to change the fate of humanity, so we too, accepting Jesus and trying to follow Him every 
day, can cooperate with His plan for salvation, for ourselves, and the world. Mary is, therefore, a model to 
watch and a support we can rely on, in our search for God, in our closeness to God. In this, let God come 
close to us and our commitment to build a civilization of love. 
 
The other protagonist of today’s Gospel is St. Joseph. The Evangelist highlights that Joseph alone cannot 
explain this event he sees occur under his eyes, namely Mary’s pregnancy. Just then, in that moment of 
doubt, even of anguish, God draws near – also to him – with His messenger, and he is enlightened about 
the nature of that motherhood: “The child that is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” (v. 20). So, faced 
with the extraordinary event, which certainly raises many questions in his heart, he fully trusts God who 
approaches him and, following His invitation, does not repudiate his bride, but takes with him and marries 
Mary. By welcoming Mary, Joseph welcomes consciously and with love, He, who in her, was conceived 
through the wondrous work of God, to whom nothing is impossible. Joseph, a humble and righteous man 
(see v. 19), teaches us to always trust in God, Who approaches us:  when God approaches us, we must 
trust him. Joseph teaches us to let ourselves be guided by Him, with voluntary obedience. 
 
These two figures, Mary and Joseph, who first accepted Jesus through faith, introduce us into the mystery 
of Christmas. Mary helps us to put ourselves in the attitude of willingness to welcome the Son of God in 
our concrete lives, in our flesh. Joseph encourages us to always seek God’s will and to follow it with full 
confidence. Both of them allowed themselves to be approached by God. 
 
“Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, he will be given the name Emmanuel, which means ‘God-
with-us'” (Mt 1:23). So the angel says: “Emmanuel will be called the child, which means God-with-us”, that 
is, God close to us. And to God Who comes close, do I open the door – to the Lord – when I hear an inner 
inspiration, when I feel that I am asked to do more for others, when I am called to pray? God-with-us, the 
God who approaches. This announcement of hope, which is carried out at Christmas, brings to completion 
the expectation of God in each of us, in the whole Church, and in the small [insignificant and marginalized] 
that the world despises, but whom God loves and to whom God draws near. 
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Christmas in Middletown at Saint Mary’s 
 

December 24th Christmas Eve 
Christmas Mass at 4:00 p.m. (Church and Memorial Hall),  

6:00 p.m. and Midnight 
 

Christmas Cantata 
St. Mary Choir and Orchestra, under the musical direction of Malena Towers,  
will present a Christmas Cantata at 11:00 p.m. prior to the Solemn Midnight 

Christmas Mass.  This too will be a beautiful new tradition here at  
Saint Mary’s to celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

 
December 25th – Christmas Day 

Christmas Mass at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., and 12 Noon 
 

Christmas Dinner – Saint Mary School – 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
No one should be alone on Christmas Day. All are invited to join our parish 

family for Christmas Dinner on Christmas day. There will be Christmas Caroling 
and lots of love and fellowship to celebrate the Birth of our newborn King!  

If you would like to join us, or know someone who can join us, please RSVP by 
December 18th at our parish office at  

732-671-0071, ext. 221. 

 

 

The Christmas Super 50/50’s are 
available after all the weekend 
Masses or at the Parish Office. 
Proceeds from the Christmas Super 
50/50 goes to pay off the mortgage 
on our beautiful Mary, Mother of 
God Church. The winner will be 
called 1/1/20 at 1:30 PM.  Please 
help sell the 50-50’s to your friends 
and family. Thank you for your help 
and support! We are blessed! 



Events at St. Mary, Mother of God 
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Women's Discipleship Meeting 
 

Monday, January 6 from 7:30-9 PM in the Bulman 
Center.  Each week we celebrate our faith through 

music, prayer, scripture, discussion and the 
friendship of wonderful, God-centered women.  All 

women are welcome. Please bring your Bible. 
 

Please note: Women's Discipleship will not meet 
12/23 or 12/30.  We will return on Monday, January 6 

Ushers Needed 
 

Usher Coordinators:     
George Rahey - Garahey@hotmail.com  

Brian Dolan - Bdolannj@aol.com 

 

No one should be alone on Christmas Day. On behalf 
of our parish community of Saint Mary, Mother of 
God Church, I would like to invite everyone to join 
our parish family for Christmas Dinner on Christmas 
day. There will be Christmas Caroling and lots of 
love and fellowship to celebrate the Birth of our 
newborn King! If you would like to join us, or know 
someone who can join us, please RSVP by December 
18th at our parish office at 732-671-0071, ext. 221. I 
look forward to sharing Christmas dinner with you. 
 

Merry Christmas, 
Father Jeff Kegley 
Pastor 

Make A Joyful Noise To The Lord. The Saint 
Mary, Mother of God Church Music Ministry is 
inviting you to join our Adult Choir, the Adult 
Contemporary Music Band, and the Children's 
Choir. Our goal is to reach 100 voices for our 

amazing Christmas Cantata.  

 

Rehearsals are as follows: Children's Choir 
Thursdays at 5:00 pm, Adult Contemporary 

Wednesdays at 6:00 pm, Adult Choir Thursdays 
at 7:00 pm. All levels of musicians are also 

needed. If interested please contact our  Music 
Director, Malena Towers at: 

mtowers@stmarychurchnj.org or call the 
Parish Office (732) 671 -0071 ext. 239. 

 

New Kitchen Appliances Needed in Priest’s Residence (Rectory) 
 

The kitchen appliances in the Priest Residence has served a lot priests well over these many 
years, but they are no longer working well and have seen better days.  Our parish needs to 
purchase new kitchen appliances for our priests.  If you would like to help donate to buy 
these applications, please call Hank Pekarsky, Business Manager.  The estimated cost for the 
appliances is $3,500 to $4,000. Thank you for your support of our priests. 

 
 
 
 

will meet 10:00 am Tuesday 
January 7 and January 14  

in the Bulman Center. 
 

The Christmas party will be 
celebrated January 14. 

mailto:Bdolannj@aol.com


 

Our Preschool programs are an exciting introduction to school for little ones! Our little schoolhouse is a special part of 
our campus with a loving, experienced staff of qualified teachers and aides in a low teacher-student ratio. We offer a 
fun-filled, faith-based curriculum as the first steps in a catholic education for little ones. Through hands-on learning 

and play, we provide opportunities for each child to grow socially, spiritually and creatively.  
 

For the preschooler beginning the learning experience is a big transition. Saint Mary Preschool provides young 
learners and their families several options in age appropriate programs as they progress the preschool experience. 

TINY TOTS - Age: 2 years old by October 1st     SUPER TOTS - Age: 3 years old by October 1st 
 

Schedule Options 
 

7:55 am to 2:25 pm     -    7:55 am to 12:00 pm    -     9:00 am to 2:25 pm     -     9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Tues & Thurs  |  Mon-Wed-Fri  |  Mon thru Fri 
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COMING SOON a NEW 2 year old program.  

More details to come this January.  
 

  

https://www.stmaryes.org/page
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RIGHT TO LIFE 
 

“He did not spare His own Son...How then can He fail also to give  
us everything else”...Rom 8:32 

 

The song “Grown-Up Christmas List” speaks of a list for a world in need.  This list 
includes, “No more lives torn apart, that wars may never start… That right would 

always win.”  Christmas is a time for wishing boldly for good things.  Let us write our 
Christmas list with confidence. 

 

Prayer: Father, increase our longing that every life may be safe from the violence 
of abortion and euthanasia, and from the ravages of poverty, crime, and war. 

 

Visit our Eucharistic Lord - Open 24/7 Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Chapel  
Call for your hour - 732-671-0071– X221 

  
 

“Could you not 
watch one hour  

with Me?” 
 

Mark 14:37 

Catholics United For Life 
 

Please join the Rosary Vigil for Life every 
Saturday, 9:00 - 10:00 am at the  

Planned Parenthood abortion facility,  
69 East Newman Springs Road, Shrewsbury 

Sunday 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

Sunday 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

Sunday 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Monday 1:00 AM  to  2:00 AM 

Monday 6:00 AM to 7:00 AM 

Monday 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Monday 5:00 PM to 6:00 PM 

Tuesday 1:00 AM  to  2:00 AM 

Tuesday 2:00 AM  to  3:00 AM 

Tuesday 3:00 AM  to  4:00 AM 

Tuesday 4:00 AM  to  5:00 AM 

Tuesday 5:00 AM to  6:00 AM 

Wenesday 12:00 AM to  1:00 AM 

Wenesday 2:00 AM  to  3:00 AM 

Wednesday 5:00 AM to  6:00 AM 

Wednesday 11:00 PM to  12:00 PM 

Thursday 3:00 AM to  4:00 PM 

Thursday 12:00 PM to  1:00 PM 

Thursday 3:00 PM to  4:00 PM 

Friday 1:00 AM  to  2:00 AM 

Friday 3:00 AM  to  4:00 AM 

Friday 4:00 AM  to  5:00 AM 

Friday 10:00 PM to  11:00 PM 

Saturday 3:00 AM  to  4:00 AM 

Saturday 3:00 PM to  4:00 PM 

Saturday 6:00 PM to  7:00 PM 

Saturday    7:00 PM to  8:00 PM 

Saturday 11:00 PM  to  12:00 AM 
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All meetings will be at 7:00 p.m. in the Saint Mary Grammar School cafeteria, located at  538 Church Street, 
Middletown, N.J. 07748.  The Council will have information and social activities for the whole family. We hope we will 
help the families that may need assistance to alleviate and solve the everyday and extraneous problems of having a 

special needs person in the family household.  Please reach out to anyone who you think could use some help!   
For further information, please call John Brandon at: 732-787-0236 

The Vincent T. Lombardi Council of the Knights of Columbus 
 

Parents, Guardians, Grandparents, Family members and  Friends of Our Special Needs Friends 

The Vincent T. Lombardi Council # 6552, Knights of Columbus are hosting once again this year’s              
Special Needs Family Support Group meetings on  

Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019  Wednesday, Mar. 25, 2020 

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 2019  Wednesday, Apr. 29, 2020 

Wednesday, Jan. 22, 2020  Wednesday, May 27, 2020 

Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020  Wednesday, Jun. 24, 2020 

Grand Knight’s Message: 
 

At this time I invite all Catholic men of this Parish, willing to give some time to help support a 
few good charity programs, to join us and become a Knight.  Knights of Columbus Charities 
include local programs like - Keep Christ in Christmas, Basketball & Soccer Skill Competitions, 
Intellectual & Developmental Family Support, Life Teen, Food for Families, Prayer, Adoration 
and many more. 
 

We are a diverse group of Catholic men bound in our faith and unity in a common cause to 
support the church, care for the poor and disadvantaged and help groom good men of the 
future.  I offer you an opportunity to pick one program that interests you where you are not 
rewarded by a paycheck but rather by being compensated by the joy resulting from serving 
others and the positive change to their lives.  Email or call me for further information on 
becoming a Knight.  Email: Vaughn.Kuhlmeier@gmail.com or call 732-978-3768 
 

Thank you, Vaughn Kuhlmeier,  
Grand Knight of 6552 

Thank you to out volunteers: 

Mike McCarthy 

Kevin McCarthy & 

Glen Holck 

for installing the new flooring 

in the Chapel basement. 
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State of Our Parish - Adopting a Pew 
 

St. Mary’s parish has a rich tradition of providing many programs and services to the parishioners and community. We are 

fortunate to have a beautiful campus that houses two schools, two preschools, a chapel and church. A campus of this size 

requires constant upkeep, and has been evident over the past two years, sometimes emergency repairs. We are currently 

building a first-floor bathroom to meet the needs of our elderly and handicapped parishioners that cannot navigate the 

stairs to the basement facility. Our Mary Mother of God Church was not without its own issues. We recently replaced all 

the lights in the Church and in the outside parking lot that had gone dark. Upon inspection, we were informed that one of 

the heating units will require replacement very soon. There are also water leaks in the Church, and the parking lot is in 

desperate need of repair.  
 

Our weekly collections are not sufficient to cover these expenses nor were they used to pay for completed repairs. We are 

offering parishioners an opportunity to ADOPT a PEW to pay for these extraordinary repairs. The pew will be in either 

Mary, Mother of God Church or in the Chapel. You will have the option of choosing the pew and its location. The cost is 

$1,000. You may pay by installments and upon completion of the payment plan, the plate will be mounted on both ends of 

the pew.  Thank you for your generosity.  God Bless You, Hank Pekarsky - Business Manager 
 

Please consider this opportunity to honor your loved ones while preserving the beauty of our Parish.  

 

 

In Memory of or Dedicated to:___________________________________________________________________  

Donated by:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #___________________________________ E-mail____________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: ________________________________Balance due:__________________________________  

We would like to thank our parishioners that have adopted a pew. 
       

Dedicated to:  The Flynn and Klingman Families      Donated by:  Caren and Charles Flynn 
 

In Memory of:  The Berrio Family      Donated by:  James & Kathleen Gotay 
 

In Memory of:  The Mungenast and Herlihy Families      Donated by:  Joe and Laurie Herlihy 
 

In Memory of:  The Deceased Members of the Cannon & Tyner Families 
 

In Memory of:  Maryann Shinsec and Daniel Kierce      Donated by:  Stephen Shinsec and Carleen Kierce 
 

In Memory of:  Deceased Members of the Hesse Family      Donated by:  MariAnne Hesse 
 

In Memory of:  Ida Miele      Donated by:  John A. Miele Jr. 
 

In Memory of:  Arnold and Della Mastellone      Donated by:  Della and Jim Policastro 
 

In Memory of:  Our Parents         Donated by:  Tom & Peggy Quaranta 
 

In Memory of:  Brandao & Kaszuba Families      Donated by: Edward & Jacalyn Kaszuba 
 

In Memory of:  Our Parents - Uy Eksing & Carolina M. Uy      Donated by:  Dr. Lolita M. Uy 

   

In Memory of:  The Portelli Family      Donated by:  Emilio & Eileen Portelli 
 

“Peace Be With You” The M.A. Mesich Family 
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14th Annual AOH Polar Plunge 

For Catholic Education  
Sunday, January 26, 2020 

Ocean House Tap & Tavern Sea Bright, NJ 
In Water 2:00 

 
This event the Ancient Order over the years has raised over  
$1 million for NJ Catholic Schools and over $150,000 for St. 

Mary’s School! 
 

 
 

Questions?  Text or call  Gerry McGahran at 917-885-6593 
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CATHOLIC – FAMILY – CARING – RESPECT 

J O I N U S F O R 

O P E N H O U S E 

Sunday, January 19, 2020 
12:00-2:00 pm 

Many Enrollment Options Available! 
-2 and 3 Year Olds, Half- or Full-Day 
Options for 2, 3, or 5 days per week 

-4 Year Olds, 3 or 5 Full-Day Options 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool - 8th 
To register go to www.stmaryes.org 

or call (732)671-0129, ext. 301 
538 Church st. 

Middletown, NJ 07748 

"It's a Great Day to be a Saint!" 
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This week’s Principal’s Message is a reprint of my message of last year and deals with the “attack on Christmas”.  It 

was one of my favorites.  As our country, founded upon Christian principles, begins to look nothing like its glorious 

past, there almost seems to be a concerted effort to wipe from the pages of history anything resembling traditional 

values and their celebrations.  We all know of the United States’ “sins of the past” and its failings over the centuries.  

In fact, as a nation we still struggle with our past.  However, almost to a person, those who’ve lived outside the U.S. 

borders will tell you, that with warts and all, the United States of America is still that “beacon on a hill”. 
 

So why do I call what’s going on in our country and, more specifically, our schools an attack on Christmas? Because it 

is so blatant it cannot be ignored or denied!  That’s why!  When Christmas Carols are seen as promoting bullying as 

in the case of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer; when candy canes are banned in public schools because they’re 

shaped like the letter “J” which stands for Jesus; when Christmas trees are no longer able to be erected in school 

hallways or offices; when the words “Merry Christmas” are seen as threatening and offensive and not allowed to be 

uttered in public; when all school Christmas Pageants have been renamed “Holiday Shows”; I would say there’s an 

attack on Christmas! 
 

This attack goes far beyond that of Ebenezer Scrooge being a “squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, 

covetous old sinner!”  He is quoted as saying, “If I could work my will, every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry 

Christmas' on his lips, should be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his heart. He 

should!”  To which his nephew responds, “Though it has never put a scrap of gold or silver in my pocket, I believe that 

it has done me good, and will do me good; and I say, God bless it!”  The attempt to erase the Christmas tradition 

from our lives is far from just one man’s or woman’s effort.  I believe it is a movement to debase anything that’s seen 

as good and wholesome in our world, an attempt to let an “anything goes” mentality be the law of the land.  A 

country without moral absolutes leaves its citizens to wander aimlessly as they attempt to define who they are and 

what they believe and trust in.  This has proven to be the case over and over again around the globe.   

Archbishop Fulton Sheen once wrote, “If Christmas were just the birthday of a great teacher, like Socrates or Buddha, 

it would never have split time into two, so that all history before the advent of Christ is called B.C. and all history 

after, A.D.”  Never have truer words been spoken.  How can one refute that the birth of Jesus was the event that 

determined how we mark time?  So, with no equivocation, I tell you that we will celebrate Christmas here at Saint 

Mary School with joy and gusto!  We will not look to be rewarded for our kindness to others or selfless acts of charity 

and generosity.  Instead, we will bask in the glow of the birth of the Christ child, being thankful for the greatest gift 

one could receive.  As Tiny Tim once said, “God bless us everyone!” 
 

Please check our website, Facebook page and the Church bulletin for updates and upcoming events that you can 

enjoy with us.  Please continue to pray for our school, its staff, students and families, and our clergy as we strive to 

provide an education that is unapologetically Catholic, family centered, caring to others and respectful to all.   

Principal’s Message 

God bless, 
Craig Palmer 
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It’s a GREAT day  
to be a  SAINT! 

SAINT MARY SCHOOL CALENDAR 
• 12/21/19-1/1/20         Christmas Break 

• 1/2/20                           Classes Resume 

• 1/3/19                           All School Mass           8:30 am           MMGC 

• 1/10/19                         All School Mass           8:30 am           MMGC 
• 1/10/19                         PTA Pizza Day 

• 1/19/19                         Open House                12:00-2:00 pm 

• 1/24/19                         All School Mass           8:30 am           MMGC 

• 1/24/19                         PTA Pizza Day 

• 1/26/19                         Catholic Schools Week Mass              9:00 am           MMGC 

• 1/26/19                         AOH Polar Plunge for Catholic Schools           2:00 pm 

It’s great day to be a Saint! 
 

Saint Mary School Advancement Update 
 

Fundraising is the lifeblood Saint Mary School and our parish and school families work very hard with our 
annual fundraising activities that have resulted in renovations of the Science labs, air conditioning, 
technology infrastructure, safety modifications, etc. The hard work of our families has allowed us to 

continually update our school.  
 

The time has come to engage in a more targeted upgrade effort for the School to make us a competitive 
school of choice. Several individuals have made significant financial investments in Saint Mary School this 

fall. These financial gifts are the springboard we need to launch a formal campaign to raise funds.  
 

You will hear more about this ambitious project in the new year. If you wish to make an end of year gift to 
Saint Mary School for Catholic education, please contact Catherine Cunning, Advancement Committee 

Chairwoman, call or text 908-246-5014, or email catherine@gathergive.com. 
 

“It’s a Great day to be a Saint!” 

Although it was only a week after Thanksgiving, due 

to Thanksgiving being so late in the calendar, the 

Saint Mary School TheatreWorks group got 

everybody in the Christmas spirit by performing Away 

in a Mango over two days on December 5th and 6th.  

The troupe performed two shows for their school 

mates and two evening shows for their families and 

friends.  Under the direction of Mr. Jonathan Butts, 

Ms. Katherine Anderson and Mr. Anthony Gambale, 

and with help from many others, the actors put on a 

rousing version of Christ’s Nativity in a tropical 

setting.  The set, designed by Mr. Gambale and Mrs. 

Mary Jean Marsh, included beaches and palm trees, 

while the Hawaiian shirts and shorts completely gave 

Euphemia Hall a feeling of the Tradewinds and warm 

ocean breezes.  The show was a success as all in 

attendance left smiling and thinking about the true 

meaning of Christmas.  Well done TheatreWorks 

members! 

mailto:catherine@gathergive.com
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 MASS INTENTIONS   

 

Sunday - December 22, 2019  
7:30 People of the Parish 

9:00 Cornelius Gallagher r/o the Gallagher Family 
10:30 Deceased Members of the Smith Family r/o 

Deacon Charlie 
12:00 Oran Bryant r/o the Erickson, Bryant, and 

Messina Families   
5:00 Francesco Grasso r/o Anna Kelly 

 

Monday - December 23, 2019 
8:15 Giovanna Campece r/o Irma Laush 

8:15 Tom Jordan r/o Wife 
12:00 Elizabeth Pelekanos r/o the Befarah Family 

12:00 Jason Henehan r/o Mother and Sister 
 

Tuesday - December 24, 2019 
8:15 The Special Intentions of Fr. Jordan McConway  

on his birthday 

4:00 Living and Deceased Members of St. Mary Parish 

4:00 MMGC Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary 

Parish   

6:00 MMGC Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary 

Parish 

Midnight MMGC Priests & Deacons of the Diocese 

 

Wednesday - December 25, 2019 
7:30 Living & Deceased members of St. Mary Parish 

9:00 Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary Parish  

10:30 Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary Parish 

12:00 Living & Deceased Members of St. Mary Parish 
 

Thursday - December 26, 2019 
8:15 Francesco Rocchino r/o Irma Laush 

8:15 Benjamin Ronda r/o Daughter 

12:00 Nancy Keenan r/o Deacon Charlie 

12:00 Thomas Ryan r/o Wife, Linda & Children 
 

Friday - December 27, 2019 
8:15 John Laush r/o Irma Laush 

8:15 Mary & George Pepsin r/o Daughter 

12:00 Ken Hegel r/o Michael Gross 

12:00 Kelly & Gary Williamson r/o Michael Gross 
 

Saturday - December 28, 2019 
8:15 Albert Roman r/o Mr. & Mrs. Neil Gallagher Family 

8:15 Marion Feeney r/o Diane Hoerlein 

Saturday - December 28, 2019 
5:00 Betty Maltese r/o Mr. & Mrs. James Maltese 

5:00 Henry Devin r/o Kathy & Steve Hungerbuhler 
 

Sunday - December 29, 2019  
7:30  Louise and Nicholas r/o Madeline 

9:00  People of the Parish 

10:30 Sean Gough r/o Mr & Mrs. James Maltese     

12:00 Mildred Wojcik r/o Dolores & Michael Estavanik  

5:00 Elaine Lacqua Guido r/o the Petersen Family  
 

CANDLES SUNDAY TO SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 22 TO DECEMBER 28 

 

St. Mary Chapel Candle 
Russell Wilcox Sr. r/o Wilcox Family 

                                     

Adoration Chapel Candles 
Matthew Eckert r/o Janet, Gary & Connor Martin 

Thanksgiving to God 
 

Mary, Mother of God Church Candle 
Oran Bryant r/o The Erickson, Bryant, & Messina Families 

 

CANDLES SUNDAY TO SATURDAY 
DECEMBER 15 TO DECEMBER 21 

 

St. Mary Chapel Candle 
People of the Parish 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 
In Loving Memory of James Frances r/o Doreen Whalen 

In Loving  Joan Breitenbucher r/o Doreen Whalen 
 

Mary, Mother of God Church Candle 
Vocations to the Priesthood 

BORN TO  
ETERNAL LIFE 

 

Irene Wojewodzki 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Nocturnal Adoration 
 

First Friday at  

St. James Church, Red Bank 

Jan. 3rd, 11 pm to 12 am 



 PRAY FOR THE SICK     FOR OUR MILITARY    
 

Lord, hold our troops, home 
and abroad, in Your loving 

hands. Protect and bless 
them and their families, as 

they protect us. Amen. 
 

Sgt. Tim Hayes, Special Ops. 

LCpl. Robbie McCann, U.S. Marines, 

Louis Adamo Army Reserve, U.S. Navy 

Sgt. James A. Conklin  

Staff Sgt. Michael J. Mangan, Marines  

James Chinnici, 
Staff Sergeant Craig Kubolka II, Army Ranger, 

7th Deployment to Middle East 

Greg Charpek, U.S. Coast Guard,  

H.M Ashley Thompson,  

U.S. Navy, Col. Kevin Meisler, 
Army Reserve, Captain Iraq; LTJG Christopher Baum, 

Jonathan Bagnato,  

Andrew Leroy,  

Ryan Trachman Marines,  

Josh Pershing, U.S. Air Force, 3rd tour Iraq,  

Master Gunnery Sgt. C.T. Gregoire, Marines, SFC 
Wesley Briggs, U.S. Army 2 tours 

in Iraq, stationed in Egypt;  

U.S. Marine Jonathan Alfano 

Tanay Mahadik, AirForce, Deployed over seas 

Week 3 
Joan Buck 

Margaret Heap 
June & Emil DeMarco 

Sunny Reid 
Vincent Kazmierski 

Anna Lauricella 
Manny Konstantinidis 
Susan Mauro Olafson 

Amanda Jung 
Barbara Woezer 

 
Week 4 

Martha Stanislawczyk 
Barbara McLeod 
Darleen Striker 

Manny Konstantinidis 
Eugenina Kelly 

Adriana Sanchez 
John Petersen 
Carol Natoli 
Joanne Silver 

John Day 
Lorraine Lauricella 

Bill Bellini 
Frank LaSasso 

 
FOR OUR CHILDREN 

Falyn Szuwalski 
Brianna Orlando 
Emily Calabro 
Arden McPhee 

Alexandria Iscaro 
Addison Noelle Feirstein 

Liam Joseph Kelly 
Amelie Courtney 

John James Schultz, Jr 

To include someone on the Prayer List call the Parish Office 732-671-0071 x221. 

Week 1 
Gene Brennan 

Tom Ashe 
George Wilhelms 

Ryan Cook 
Patrick Smith 

Deacon Charlie 
Joan Cashes 

Mary Ellen Olszewski 
 Pat Brennan 

Cynythia Alvarez 
Adam Senft 

June DeMarco 
Bonnie Ruggiero 

Margaret “Rita” Golinski 
Angie Herrera 

Michele Sullivan Fernandez 
 

Week 2 
Carlos M. Ospina 

Janet Haley 
Lisa Torrez 

Linda Scaglione 
Jack Andrews 
Jan Mosholt 

Debbie Johnson 
Debbie Faaland 

Mary Barbara Crowell 
John Chiarini 
Chris Vaughn 
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   Eucharistic Ministry 
 

Would you like to bring cheer to a homebound person by bringing Jesus to them? The 

need is great, and we can't do it without you. We are always in need of individuals to 

bring Communion on Sunday mornings to those who are unable to join us.  Please pray about it.   
 

If interested, please call Carol Christiansen at  732-671-2509 for more info or to sign up. 

St. Mary’s Travel Group Trips 
 

All trips contact Fran Timpanaro 732-708-0430  After you have held your reservation by phone, you 
need to mail in your payment to secure your spot. 
 

Checks made payable to St. Mary’s Travel Group 
Mail to: Fran Timpanaro 48 Starr Ct. Atlantic Highlands 07716 
 

Sunday March 8, 2020 The Tina Turner Story - Broadway here we come. Tina Turner is “Simply 
the Best” at the Lunt Fontanne Theatre 205 West 46

th
 Street. This new Musical about the Queen of 

Rock ‘N” Roll has 21 songs done in more than 2 hours. Learn about the Young Anna Mae’s star 
power as a child in church choir days as child from Nutbush. Cost $185.00 for orchestra and 
$155.00 for Mezzanine. Price also includes transportation and gratuity. Bus leaves at 11:00 am from 
the church parking lot. For more information google “The Tina Turner Musical” Reservations need to 
be settled by December 11

th
. Payment due by December 28

th
.  This can make a great gift to look 

forward to.   


