


 PARISH STAFF 

 

Pastor 
Reverend Jeffrey J. Kegley 

     frjeffkegley@aol.com 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Reverend Richard Osborn 

     fatherrick@stmarychurchnj.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Reverend Jordan McConway O.P. 

 

Deacons   
Carlo Squicciarini 

Martin K. McMahon 
 

Business Manager 
Hank Pekarsky ext. 232 

 

Sacristan/Altar Server Coordinator 
Mrs. Laney Wilkens 

 

Parish Trustees   
Mr. Kenneth Ginsky 

John (Jack) Kurkemelis 
 

Faith Formation: Mrs. Peggy Dunne 
ext. 240  pegodun@gmail.com   

 

St. Vincent DePaul Society Assistance 
732-671-4062 

 

Director of Music 
Malena Towers ext. 239 

mtowers@stmarychurchnj.org 
 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry  
Cassandra Abbud 

saintmarys.lifeteen@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Chris Carlo 

 

HR/Finance Administrator 
Mrs. Sharon Crossnohere ext. 223 

sbrown@stmarychurchnj.org 
 

Bulletin Editor  Jessica Parks 
jparks@stmarychurchnj.org 

 

RCIA - RCIA.stmarymog@gmail.com 
 

Usher Coordinators 
George Rahey - raheygeorge09@gmail.com 

Brian Dolan - Bdolannj@aol.com 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration ext. 241 
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MASS SCHEDULE 
All Masses are currently suspended 

 

Mon. - Thur. 8:15 am (SMC) 

Mon. - Thur. 12 pm  (SMC) 

Friday 8:30 am (MMGC) 

Friday 12:00 pm (SMC)  

Saturday 8:15 am (SMC) & 5:00 pm (MMGC) 

Sunday 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am 12:00 pm  

5:00 pm Life Teen Mass (MMGC)  
 

MMGC - Mary Mother of God Church 

SMC - Saint Mary Chapel 

 

COMMUNION SERVICE 

Mon. -Fri. 6:30 am St. Mary Chapel 

 

RECONCILIATION/CONFESSIONS 

Saturday 1:00 to 2:00 pm (MMGC)  

Thursday 3:30 to 4:30 pm (MMGC) 

 

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM 

The First & Third Sundays 1:30 pm (MMGC) 

 

BAPTISM PREP CLASS  

2nd Thur.7:00 pm in the Bulman Center  

call ext. 221 to register 

 

SACRAMENT of MARRIAGE ext. 222 

 

St. Mary School Principal  

Mr. Craig Palmer - cpalmer@stmaryes.org 
 

St. Mary School Vice Principal  

Mr. Dennis Poracky - dporacky@stmaryes.org 
 

ST. MARY SCHOOL 
538 Church Street 

Middletown, NJ 07748  
732-671-0129 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

19 Cherry Tree Farm Road 

Middletown, NJ 07748 

732-671-0071  Fax 732-671-6125 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

We are on a limited office schedule please call 

ahead before coming to visit us. 
 

Mon-Fri 9 am - 7:30 pm  

Sat. & Sun. 9 am-12 pm  

(Closed 1 pm - 3 pm on Wednesday) 

mailto:Bdolannj@aol.com
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In Jesus and Mary, 

 
 

 

Father Jeff Kegley 
Pastor 

Jesus is Lord! 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
As we continue in this Easter season, I pray the Lord’s richest blessing on you and your family.  Please be 
assured of my continued prayers in this difficult time. You are being remembered daily in the intentions of 
my Mass and Holy Hour. If you have any special prayer requests that you would like me to include during 
these times of prayer, please email them to me at FrJeffKegley@aol.com or go to the "Need Prayer?" link on 
St. Mary's webpage at stmarychurchnj.org.  
 
I also want to let you know that I am available to talk to or pray with you with over the phone at any time. 
My personal cell phone number is 609-954-3356. These past weeks I have had the honor to minister to many 
parishioners on the phone who are dealing with the many different challenges presented by the coronavirus.  
In this time of isolation, I thank God for the availability of social media, phones, emails for the ability to stay 
connected with our parish community.  
 
These weeks would have been the time our parish would have celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion.  At this point, everything is on hold until we are able to gather again.  We look 
forward to the day to celebrate these beautiful Sacraments with our Confirmadi, First Communicants and 
their families.   Please God, let it be soon. 
 
I want to thank all our parishioners who are “going out of their way” to make sure the parish receives their 
weekly donations.  As you know, we depend on your sacrificial offerings in the weekly collections for: Saint 
Mary School, parish programs and ministries, employee salaries and benefits, Church mortgage, utilities and 
insurance, etc.  
 
In this time of crisis, here are the simple ways everyone can continue their financial support to the parish. 
1.     Electronic giving:  Visit the parish webpage at www.stmarychurchnj.org/give  to make your donation.  
2.     Go Fund Me Page (new): Contribute to “Forever St Mary" Forever.stmarychurchnj.org 
3.     Drop off at Parish Office:  A secure white mail box is at the door of the parish office where parishioners 
can “drop off” their church envelopes. 
4.     Mail Donations:   Saint Mary Church, 19 Cherry Tree Farm Road, Middletown, N.J. 07748 
 
Let us continue to pray hard for the end of the coronavirus, the healing of the sick and for the doctors, nurses 
and first responders. Thank you and God Bless you for your help and support during this pandemic crisis. 

mailto:FrJeffKegley@aol.com
http://stmarychurchnj.org/
http://www.stmarychurchnj.org/give
http://Forever.stmarychurchnj.org
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Pope Francis: Holy Spirit heals divisions caused by money, vanity, and gossip 

Vatican City, Apr 21, 2020: The Holy Spirit can help Christians overcome the three temptations that destroy community life, 
Pope Francis said at his morning Mass Tuesday. 
 
The pope noted April 21 that money, vanity and idle chatter have divided believers since the early days of Christianity. “But 
the Spirit always comes with his strength to save us from this worldliness of money, vanity and idle chatter,” he said, 
“because the Spirit is not the world: he is against the world. He is capable of doing these miracles, these great things.” 
 
Reflecting on the day’s Gospel (John 3:7-15), in which Jesus tells Nicodemus that he “must be born from above,” the pope 
said we are reborn through the Holy Spirit rather than by our own efforts.  “Our docility opens the door to the Holy Spirit: it 
is He who makes the change, the transformation, this rebirth from above,” he said. “It is Jesus' promise to send the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit is capable of doing wonders, things that we cannot even think about.” 
 
Speaking from the chapel of his Vatican residence, Casa Santa Marta, the pope turned to the day’s first reading (Acts 4:32-
37), which describes the harmony among the first Christians. This description was no fantasy, he said, but rather a model for 
today’s Church. “It is true that immediately after this problems will begin,” he observed, “but the Lord shows us how far we 
can go if we are open to the Holy Spirit, if we are docile. In this community there is harmony.” 
 
Pope Francis said that many things divided parishes, dioceses, communities of priests, and men and women religious. He 
identified three major temptations: money, vanity and idle chatter. 
 
“Money divides the community,” he said. “For this reason, poverty is the mother of the community. Poverty is the wall that 
guards the community. Money divides ... Even in families: how many families ended up divided by an inheritance?” 
 
He continued: “Another thing that divides a community is vanity, that desire to feel better than others. ‘Thank you, Lord, 
that I am not like the others:’ the Pharisee's prayer.”  
 
Vanity could be seen at the celebration of sacraments, the pope said, with people vying to wear the best clothes.  
“Vanity enters there too. And vanity divides. Because vanity leads you to be a peacock and where there is a peacock, there 
is division, always,” he said. 
 
“A third thing that divides a community is idle chatter: it's not the first time I've said it, but it's reality ... That thing that the 
devil puts in us, like a need to talk about others. ‘What a good person that is…’ -- ‘Yes, yes, but…’ Immediately the ‘but:’ 
that's a stone to disqualify the other.” 
 
Yet with the Holy Spirit we are able to resist all three temptations, he said, concluding: “Let us ask the Lord this docility to 
the Spirit so that He may transform us and transform our communities, our parish, diocesan, religious communities: 
transform them, so that we may always move forward in the harmony that Jesus wants for the Christian community.” 
After Mass, the pope presided at adoration and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 
He led those watching via livestream in an act of spiritual communion, praying: “My Jesus, I believe that you are truly 
present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot at 
this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as being already there and 
unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you.” 
 
Finally, those present sang the Easter Marian antiphon "Regina caeli."  At the start of Mass, Pope Francis noted that amid 
the coronavirus lockdown towns and cities had fallen silent. 
 
“In this time there is so much silence,” he said. “One can also feel the silence. May this silence, which is a little new in our 
habits, teach us to listen, make us grow in our ability to listen. Let us pray for this.” 



 
Please Help! 

 

Like so many families, Saint Mary, Mother of God Church is facing a 

serious financial setback because of the Coronavirus pandemic.  With no 

public Masses, there are no collections, which means no income for weeks. 

We depend on your sacrificial offerings in the weekly collections for: Saint 

Mary School, parish programs and ministries, employee salaries and 

benefits, Church mortgage, utilities and insurance, etc.  

 

We need your help during this crisis. Please prayerfully consider continuing 

your financial support by in one of the following ways: 

 

1.     Electronic giving:  Visit the parish webpage 

at stmarychurchnj.org/give to make your donation. 

 

2.    Go Fund Me Page (new): Contribute to “Forever St 

Mary” at Forever.stmarychurchnj.org 

 

3.     Drop off at Parish Office:  A secure white mail box is at the door of 

the parish office where parishioners can “drop off” their church envelopes. 

 

4.     Mail Donations:   Saint Mary Church, 19 Cherry Tree Farm Road, 

Middletown, N.J. 07748 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HxoFmHgBLLO84Xb_WdlXfllYgAaE_3MAl36Cwwj5B1hmLJAwDqtbR45jGzAd_mw40fF66_0K3myvgT5kdUEtp-pbjDujSpA8DLfptfhYJawhjxRUEKFp6n20Dm1AmvzMzwQ6ZwnHR8O3eTVFjhcFhA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001HxoFmHgBLLO84Xb_WdlXfllYgAaE_3MAl36Cwwj5B1hmLJAwDqtbR3dDap1mrak8fd0atVWopLK9Qo2qav-WiwX1cZZU3qwc8XiT5j8TKiQvz0YGyotpPfXxa9gDN8e-XUuyL9ASf3xu3YAvSiZ1Z_9PePN9dWN1&c=&ch=
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LOCKDOWN 
Fr. Richard Hendrick, OFM 
March 13th 2020 
 
Yes there is fear. 
Yes there is isolation. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
Yes there is sickness. 
Yes there is even death. 
But, 
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of 
noise 
You can hear the birds again. 
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 
The sky is no longer thick with fumes 
But blue and grey and clear. 
They say that in the streets of Assisi 
People are singing to each other 
across the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open 
so that those who are alone 
may hear the sounds of family around them. 
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 
Is offering free meals and delivery to the 
housebound. 
Today a young woman I know 
is busy spreading fliers with her number 
through the neighborhood 
So that the elders may have someone to call 
on. 
Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and 
Temples 
are preparing to welcome 
and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 
All over the world people are slowing down 
and reflecting 
All over the world people are looking at their 
neighbors in a new way 
All over the world people are waking up to a 
new reality 
To how big we really are.  

To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 
To Love. 
So we pray and we remember that 
Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the 
soul 
Yes there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you make as to how to 
live now. 
Today, breathe. 
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 
The birds are singing again 
The sky is clearing, 
Spring is coming, 
And we are always encompassed by Love. 
Open the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able 
to touch across the empty square, 
Sing.  



Events at St. Mary, Mother of God 
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WOMEN'S DISCIPLESHIP 
 

Women's Discipleship will be cancelled until further 
notice because of the corona virus outbreak.  We 
will notify you when we resume meeting. 

PARISH FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

The Parish Finance Council is a select group of parishioners known for their spiritual maturity and love 

of Christ and the Church, endowed with special competence in financial matters and of prudent 

judgement. They offer their time and talents as a Christian service or ministry in the development and 

management of the parish’s financial resources so that the parish may effectively pursue its proper 

mission of spreading Christ’s Gospel of love.  
 

Parishioners who are interested in serving on the Parish Finance Council are invited to send their 
resume to Father Jeff Kegley at FrJeffKegley@aol.com. 

Due to the virus all bike collections will be halted. 
We look forward to collecting bicycles later  

in the year. Rory Marchak, 
rmarchak@stmaryes.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Parish Giving is the premier electronic on-line giving and payment system for church communities throughout the 
nation. Parish Giving is a safe, secure and easy way to make on-line parish and church related donations and 
payments. 
 
One major advantage of electronic giving is that it normalizes offertory collection in order to properly budget for 
our parish.  If you are on vacation, work or visiting family and friends and are not able to worship with our parish 
community on Sunday, Parish Giving enables you to continue the needed financially support for our mission and 
ministry here at Saint Mary’s.  Because of this stability in offertory collections, parishes who encourage 
parishioners to use electronic giving see a 25% increase in weekly collections.  We certainly need that at Saint 
Mary’s. 
 
So I would like to encourage you to sign up for Parish Giving.  To do so, please visit our webpage at 
www.stmarychurchnj.org and click the “Parish Giving” button on the top right of the page.  This will bring you to 
the Parish Giving page for Saint Mary’s.  It is very easy to sign up. If you have any questions about Parish Giving, 
please feel free to call the parish office. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and thank you for all your financial support to our parish community of Saint 
Mary’s.   As I keep saying, “we are blessed!” 
 
In Jesus and Mary, 
Father Jeff Kegley 
Pastor 

mailto:rmarchak@stmaryes.org
http://www.stmarychurchnj.org
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Date and Time: Practices are canceled. Next practice TBD. 

Location: St. Mary Mother of God  Church in Middletown , New Jersey 

Contact Information:  Music Director Malena Towers  

Email: mtowers@stmarychurchnj.org 

Phone: 732-671-0071 

Come and sing and train your voice 

with the experienced Choir Director 

Malena Towers.  Performances,  Tv 

Shows and Holy Mass opportunities are 

available. 

Ages: 5 - 14 are welcome. 

The Music Ministry of St. Mary Mother of God needs you! 
 

Our Music Ministry needs a donation of $8000.00 to purchase a set of two 

Timpani drums for our special Holidays and Masses. This Timpani will be 

used for Lessons and Carols, Christmas, and Easter to name a few. We are 

working to develop an orchestra at St. Mary Mother of God Church for the 

Mass at 10:30 am. The Timpani set is a pivotal part of the orchestra. A 

List of names will be embroidered on the Timpani Cases honoring those who so generously 

donate toward the purchase of this exquisite instrument to enrich our liturgy and Parish. Thank 

you so much and God bless you for prayerfully considering supporting the Music Ministry of our Church. 

The St. Mary's Athletic Association Proudly presents the  
17th Annual Spring Into Summer 5k 

 

Saturday, May 16, 2020 
https://runsignup.com/Race/NJ/Middletown/SpringIntoSummer  

Entry Fees  
 

Early Registration (by May 8th) via RunSignUp 
 

$3.00 additional online processing fee 
 

• 5k - $22.00 

• 1 mile - $22.00 

• Kids races - $12.00 

Late Registration (after May 8th) 
 

$3.00 additional online processing fee 
 

• 5k - $27.00 

• 1 mile - $27.00 

• Kids races - $15.00 

https://runsignup.com/Race/NJ/Middletown/SpringIntoSummer
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State of Our Parish - Adopting a Pew 

Our weekly collections are not sufficient to cover expenses nor were they used to pay for completed repairs. We are 

offering parishioners an opportunity to ADOPT a PEW to pay for these extraordinary repairs. The pew will be in either 

Mary, Mother of God Church or in the Chapel. You will have the option of choosing the pew and its location. The cost is 

$1,000. You may pay by installments and upon completion of the payment plan, the plate will be mounted on both ends of 

the pew.  Thank you for your generosity.  God Bless You, Hank Pekarsky - Business Manager 
 

 

Please consider this opportunity to honor your loved ones while preserving the beauty of our Parish. 

 

 

 

In Memory of or Dedicated to:___________________________________________________________________  

Donated by:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #___________________________________ E-mail____________________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed: ________________________________Balance due:__________________________________  

 

We would like to thank our parishioners that have adopted a pew. 

In Memory of Martin & Rita Lawlor     Donated by:   Al & Marie Bevacqua 

Dedicated to The Bevacqua & Lawlor Families     Donated by:  Al & Marie Bevacqua 

Ester P. Mendoza 

Dr. Lolita M. Uy 

Mary & George Gent 

Jason Lopes 

Eleanor Wilcox 

Andrew and Kathleen Zapcic 

Edward and Donna Ficarra 

The Pagliettini Family 

Fredie C. Alandy 

James and Susan Driscoll 

Tim Malone 

The Lippincott Family 

Adelina Pelle     

The Maltese Family 

Mary Colasurdo, and Families and R. & D. D’Urso Family 

Michael and Maria Flynn 

Frank & Peggy Marzullo 

The Monteleone Family 

Beverly & Vincent Murphy 



Saturday, April 25, 2020 
5:00pm   John Dumphy     Family 
  Brady Patrick Dymtrow    Vaughn & Marian Kuhlmeier 
 
Sunday, April 26, 2020 
7:30am  People of the Parish 
9:00am  Cornelius & Mary Gallagher   The Gallagher Family 
10:30am Virginia Vogel McLead    Her Children 
12:00pm Adriana Nicole DiGiorgio    The Calabro Family 
5:00pm  Ann Glynn     Dorrie Ruane & Family 
 
Monday, April 27, 2020 
8:15am  Deacon Charlie     Henry & Betty Juan 
  Deacon Charlie     Bernadette McManus 
12:00pm Robert F. Sudman    Tara & John Casey & Family 
  Robert F. Sudman    Sue & John Elliott 
 
Tuesday, April 28, 2020 
8:15am  Frank Mellina     His Loving Wife & Family 
  Deacon Charlie     Karin & Gerry Duffy 
12:00pm Mary Looney     Eileen Lesch 
  Jeanette Dacey     Olga & Lou D’Agostino 
 
Wednesday, April 29, 2020 
8:15am  Liz & Joe Cocchia    The Mongeau Family 
  Liz & Joe Cocchia    The Sorrentino Family 
12:00pm Alexander Alfier     Kathie Cronin 
  Deacon Charlie     Fran & John Timpanaro 
 
Thursday, April 30, 2020 
8:15am  Katie McCarthy (Anniversary in Heaven)  Her Family 
  Joyce Helm     Rosalie Moccaso 
12:00pm Deceased Members of the Socrates   FamilyDeacon Charlie 
  Luca Frank Iacono    Janet Moscuzza 
 
Friday, May 1, 2020 
8:15am  Charlotte Mantlick    Eileen Poole 
  Irene K. Brennan     Gene Brennan 
12:00pm Mary Ann Galizi     Janet Moscuzza 
  Louis Schneider     Schneider Family 
 
Saturday, May 2, 2020 
8:15am  Michael Crowley     The Herrlick Family 
  Robert Hitsous     Martin McCormack 
5:00pm  Frank & Joseph Ungrady    Maryann Pepsin 
  Special intention of Father Jeff Kegley 
  On his birthday     Rectory Staff 
 
Sunday, May 3, 2020 
7:30am  M/M William Michalski    Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ketchow, Sr. 
9:00am  For those enrolled in the monthly memorials 
10:30am People of the Parish 
12:00pm Deceased members of the McCoale Family The Gallagher Family 
5:00pm  Yvonne Hoefsloot    Hubner Family 

Mass Intentions 
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 PRAY FOR THE SICK     FOR OUR MILITARY    
 

Lord, hold our troops, home and 

abroad, in Your loving hands. 

Protect and bless them and their 

families, as they protect us. Amen. 
 

 

 

Sgt. Tim Hayes, Special Ops. 

LCpl. Robbie McCann, U.S. Marines, 

Louis Adamo Army Reserve, U.S. Navy 

Sgt. James A. Conklin  

Staff Sgt. Michael J. Mangan, Marines  

James Chinnici, 

Staff Sergeant Craig Kubolka II, Army Ranger, 

7th Deployment to Middle East 

Greg Charpek, U.S. Coast Guard,  

H.M Ashley Thompson,  

U.S. Navy, Col. Kevin Meisler, 

Army Reserve, Captain Iraq; LTJG Christopher Baum, 

Jonathan Bagnato,  

Andrew Leroy,  

Ryan Trachman Marines,  

Josh Pershing, U.S. Air Force, 3rd tour Iraq,  

Master Gunnery Sgt. C.T. Gregoire, Marines, SFC 

Wesley Briggs, U.S. Army 2 tours 

in Iraq, stationed in Egypt;  

U.S. Marine Jonathan Alfano 

Tanay Mahadik, AirForce, Deployed over seas 

Master Chief Ryan Gerdon U.S. Navy 

Week 3 
Darleen Striker 

Manny Konstantinidis 
Eugenina Kelly 
John Petersen 
Carol Natoli 
Joanne Silver 

John Day 
Lorraine Lauricella 

Bill Bellini 
Richie Harrison 
Mary Colasurdo 
Mary DeVuono 

Peter Saggalewich 
Sophia DiPietro 

 
Week 4 

Gene Brennan 
Tom Ashe 
Ryan Cook 

 Pat Brennan 
Cynythia Alvarez 

Margaret “Rita” Golinski 
Angie Herrera 

Michele Sullivan Fernandez 
Fred Binn 

Tara LaBarca 
Jane Cella 

Dino DeSantis 
Tim Mannix 

Jeffrey Kandravy 
Adelina Pelle 
Estela Sharp 

Mary Kwiakowski 
Ricky Fary 

Diane Brown 

To include someone on the Prayer List call the Parish Office 732-671-0071 x221. 

Week 1 
Janet Haley 
Lisa Torrez 

Linda Scaglione 
Jack Andrews 

Debbie Johnson 
Debbie Faaland 
John Chiarini 
Chris Vaughn 

Jimmy Ocampo 
Marie Duffy 

Corrine Mayor 
Sr. Gloria Barone 

Sue Blanchard 
Mary Colasurdo 

 

Week 2 
Joan Buck 

Margaret Heap 
June & Emil DeMarco 

Sunny Reid 
Anna Lauricella 

Manny Konstantinidis 
Amanda Jung 

Barbara Woezer 
Grace Orlando 

Mark Vern 
Nicole Lucchini 
Barbara Herring 
Megan Mazza 

 

FOR OUR CHILDREN 
Falyn Szuwalski 
Brianna Orlando 
Emily Calabro 
Arden McPhee 

Alexandria Iscaro 
Addison Noelle Feirstein 

Liam Joseph Kelly 
Amelie Courtney 

John James Schultz, Jr 
Jake Wilson 
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