
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Only Christ crucified will save us from 
the demons that make us “slide slowly 
into worldliness”, saving us also from 

the “stupidity” that St. Paul talks about to the 
Galatians, and from seduction.
    The devil slowly changes our criteria to 
lead us to worldliness. It camouflages our way 
of acting, which we hardly notice. And so, the 
man, freed from the demon, becomes a bad 
man, a man burdened by worldliness. And that’s 
exactly what the devil wants – worldliness, the 
Pope stressed.
 Worldliness, Pope Francis explained, is a 
spell, a seduction, because the devil is the 
“father of seduction”. When the devil enters so 
sweetly, politely and takes possession of our 
attitudes, the Pope said, our values pass from the 
service of God to worldliness. Thus we become 
“lukewarm Christians, worldly Christians”, a 
mixture, something that the Pope described as 
a “fruit salad” of the spirit of the world and 
the spirit of God.  All this distances us from the 
Lord, the Pope said and stressed that the way to 
avoid it is by being vigilant and calm without 
alarm.

    Watchful means understanding what goes on 
in my heart, the Pope said, adding, “It means 
stopping for a while to examine my life, whether 
I a Christian, whether I educate my children, 
whether my life is Christian or worldly?” And 
one understands this, as Paul points out, by 
looking at Christ  crucified.  One understands 
where worldliness lies and is destroyed before 
the Lord’s cross.  The Crucifix saves us from the 
charms and seductions that lead us to wordliness.

POPE URGES CHRISTIANS TO WATCH OUT 
AGAINST WORLDLINESS

Twenty-Ninth SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
October 21 - 22, 2017

This week’s Readings:  Isaiah 45:1, 4-6;  Psalm 96 1, 3-5, 7-10;  
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b; Matthew 22:15-21

Next week’s Readings:  Exodus 22:20-26;  Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51: 
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10;  Matthew 22:34-40

Credit:: Vatican Radio

Vatican Radio   October 13,2017
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

The adversaries of Jesus, the Pharisees, 
were always on the lookout how they can 
entrap Him and stop Him from doing His 

mission.  They posted a question that if answered 
wrongly, He could be imprisoned or ostracized 
by His countrymen.  The question was, “is it 
lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?”  
He was in a no-win situation.  If He declares 
Himself in favor of the payment, He will draw 
on Him the hostility of the people who hate the 
Roman colonizers.  If He takes sides against the 
payment of taxes, Jesus may easily be denounced 
by the Roman authorities as subversive.  He knew 
their thoughts and trickery and so He answered 
them using the coin where Caesar’s face was 
engraved.  He said, “Repay to Caesar what belongs 
to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”
     The statement of Jesus brings to our attention 
that we are members of God’s kingdom and at the 
same time citizens of the country or any nation for 
that matter.  In both ways we have obligations to 
fulfill.  We can’t avoid that many times tensions 
exist between our loyalty to God and our duty 
to our country.  Such tensions arise when 
political questions touch upon faith and morality.  
Oftentimes, there is a clamor in society that 
Church should not mingle at all in any government 
affairs or the other way around.  But how is that 
possible when a human being is governed with 
rights and privileges and of faith?  Religion and 

politics are at odds sometimes thus resulting in 
conflicts and confusions.  When instances happen, 
this is when we must put God and his laws first 
rather than our own interests and options.  Jesus is 
indeed the clear example when He put his will to 
the Father rather than His, as the Son.  He models 
for us what it means to be faithful to God even to 
the point of contradiction and death on a cross.
     In as much as we enjoy the freedom that many 
of us claim, it does not mean that we can just 
accept everything as they are.  There are things 
that govern our lives as citizens but more than 
that there are things that govern our lives as God’s 
creation.  The truth is that with Jesus teaching us all 
the right things to do and living it, eventually, we 
can give back to God what belongs to God.  What 
belongs to Him?  No other than our lives, our gifts 
and anything that we have as we live in this world.  
     Understanding this story leads us to know what 
stewardship truly is.  We can exercise the spirit of 
stewardship by the way we participate to God’s 
call in the community, family and the church we 
live in.  Just as God shared His time, talent and 
treasure to us through His Son, Jesus Christ, we 
in turn make every effort to share these to build 
and establish His kingdom.  Our world needs to 
go to this direction because when selfishness and 
pride control, we may end up living pointless.  
But when we know what belongs to God, then we 
get a sense of direction living our lives greatly. ╬

BELONGING TO GOD



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

RCIA is the Church’s way of forming new 
disciples of Jesus Christ. It’s the normative 
way the Catholic Church welcomes its 

newest members, but even more important than 
membership in the Catholic Church is discipleship 
in Christ Jesus. Through a gradual, complete and 
comprehensive training in the Christian way of life 
(Rite, no. 75), the unbaptized come to know Jesus 
Christ through the Catholic Christian community 
and they learn to live as Jesus’ disciples. Then, as 
disciples, they continue the mission of Jesus Christ 
in the world today.
 The RCIA process prepares anyone above the 
age of infant baptism to become fully-initiated 
members of the Catholic Church through faith 
formation.  These catechumens or candidates, once 
ready, then receive the sacraments of initiation – 
Baptism, Confirmation and/or Holy Eucharist, 
making them in full communion with the Roman 
Catholic Church.
 Participating in the RCIA is much more than 
going to classes on Catholicism. It’s undergoing a 
conversion to a new way of life in Christ. Although 
doctrinal instruction is a part of the formation 
process, the formation of disciples is more like 
an apprenticeship. Catechumens and candidates 
learn the Catholic Christian way of life from 
being in the midst of the parish community. The 
entire community helps form the apprentice in the 
Christian way of life. 
 Team catechists prepare participants through 
lectures and group discussions or activities.  
Parishioners who wish to become team members 
should be fully-initiated, practicing Catholics who 
are active in the life of the parish, and are eager to 
share their faith experiences with others.

 Fully-initiated members of the community may 
also serve as sponsors for candidates in the RCIA. 
A sponsor is an active member of the parish who 
walks with the candidate on the journey to new, 
fuller life in Christ. The sponsor supports and 
guides the candidate along the way. The sponsor is 
the candidate’s personal connection to the parish.
 Classes are held weekly on Tuesdays in the 
Parish Center until the feast of Pentecost.  The class 
also worships together with the parish community 
at the 8:30 A.M. Mass on Sundays.

Testimonial…
 
     “We started ministry in the RCIA in 2007 when 
Fr. Jack prodded us by strongly suggesting we 
participate in the RCIA.  I am very glad he did 
because I believe I can serve God in this way and 
make up for some of my lack of participation in 
Church life in the past.  Dee wanted to learn more 
about our Catholic faith.
 Marv serves as the master at arms, ensuring 
the room, bathrooms, podium, white board, and 
furniture are clean and arranged as the catechist 
for that class wants.  He has led the class on a few 
occasions.  Dee provides snacks and sets up the 
snack table and assists in cleaning up at the end of 
class.  We both really like this ministry very much 
because of the other great members of the team, and 
the many participants we have encountered over the 
years.  It has been very rewarding and both Dee and 
I have sponsored several students.  It is also very 
rewarding to see how many of the former students 
are participating in the different ministries in our 
parish.”                     Aloha, Marvin and Dee Walsh 

Rite Of Christian  
Initiation Of Adults    
(RCIA)

  by Deacon Efrain Andrews



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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Michael “Painahala” Weaver was 
born and raised in Pearl City, Hawaii 
and he is blessed with a beautifully 
complete family which includes his 
mother, father, older sister, younger 
sister, brother-in-law, and 1 year-
old niece. Michael is a graduate of 
Assets High School. Through Assets’ 
mentorship program, he was able 
to teach at OLGC School alongside 
PE teacher, Ms. Donna Daligcon. It 
was this wonderful experience that 
influenced Michael’s return to serve 
on staff this year. Before being hired 
this year, he worked as an A+ monitor 
for grades Kindergarten-6th grade at Palisades Elementary School. In 
his free time, Michael enjoys going to the beach, farming, and watching 
college and NFL football. He especially enjoys providing his students 
with hands-on activities and he encourages outdoor sports to promote 
physical activity. Michael has also shared a recent vision to assist Ms. 
Daligcon in her efforts to begin a school garden which will involve all 
students of OLGC school to appreciate and experience cultivating the 
land and nurturing plants. 
 “I enjoy working at OLGC School because the students respect not 
only me, but each other.”

Michele Weaver and her husband, 
Norman are the proud parents of their 
three children, Pi’ikea, Painahala, 
and Auli’i who is an eighth grader at 
OLGC School. They are also delighted 
grandparents to their granddaughter, 
Ha’i. Michele has worked for OLGC 
School for many years and she 
is currently the school’s business 
manager. Her many duties keep her 
occupied in the office, but she stays 
involved with the staff and students 
by taking part in school activities, 
assemblies, and special events. She 
and her family serve the school 
community in various ways. Michele’s oldest daughter, Pi’kea is the 
girls volleyball coach and her son is an after school care teacher. In 
her free time, Michele enjoys spending quality time with her family, 
relaxing at the beach, and playing with her granddaughter. 

TEACHERS OF FAITH, KNOWLEDGE, AND SERVICE:  MEET THE WEAVERS

Our Lady of Good Counsel School teachers are always finding ways to  enrich students’ educational experiences beyond the four walls of 
their classrooms. Every member on staff is challenged to contribute to the team to provide students with a sense of community and real-life 

experiences. This field trip was very special because all staff and students journeyed to Hoa ‘Aina O Makaha in Waianae and participated in the Ke 
Ala Program.
  We were blessed with the opportunity to learn through hands-on activities to respect the land, and to become aware of the delicate relationship 
between humans and their environment.  Preschool-Grade 3 took part in the  General Farm Tour  which  focuses on plant and animal life cycles.    
Grades 4-8 experienced the  Hawaiiana Tour   and   e xplored    the voyages of Polynesians, their traditions, the kinds of plants they brought with them and 
how they used them.  The younger students enjoyed their time walking through the farm, searching for bunnies, feeding goats, sitting with bees, and 
walking with ducks. Our older students appreciated their time learning about farm life and planting. We are excited to extend what was introduced 
at the farm by beginning a school garden of our own! 

ENRICHING EXPERIENCES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM



MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK
DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

OCTOBER 21
Helen Alfeche
Ricardo Alip
Rollen Padello
Visitacion Santella
Rosaline Caluya-Pennington

OCTOBER 22 
Eniceria Relacion
Kent Asato
Eulogio Oliva
Margarita Omalza Alayaay
Adelia Galicia Fallago
Linda Edejer Ramos
Clara Perida Mainaaupo

OCTOBER 23
Dolores Belario Alania
James Howard Park 

OCTOBER 24
Tomeno Mavis Hayashi
Ira Byrd
Aurelio Rivera

OCTOBER 25
Robert Anthony Gomes
Albert Balensuela
Faima Omoso
Carrie Chang
Cecelia Daniels

OCTOBER 26
Gaudencia Perez
Nestor Pintoy Pascua
Ernesto Enriquez
Elsie Chun
Randall Gene Reyes

OCTOBER 27
Eudora Silva
Helen Yuk Lin Chang
Jose Kenneth Lanias
Anthony Dibrogrozcio
Emilio Acosta Asuncion
Joseph Keanu Jr.
Josephine Janice Espineli

1969
1984
1992
1998
2007

1969
1974
1975
1987
1987
1993
2004

2007
2008

1999
2010
2016

1974
1990
1991
2000
2010

1978
1994
1996
1998
2014

1980
1997
2001
2010
2013
2013
2015

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21
7 a.m.   Blessings & healing for Cenric Ho.  For the eternal 
  repose of the soul of Daniel Sailer
  
5 p.m.  Blessings, thanksgiving & safe travel of Josie   
   Respicio & friends. For the repose of the soul of   
  Layne Luke 
         
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
6:30 a.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

8:30 a.m. Blessings for Darius Pascual. Blessings & healing   
  for Zillah Salcide.  Special intentions for the   
  Bond  family.  For the eternal repose of the souls of
  Uilani Keamo & Daniel Sailer

11 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Cenric Ho.  For the eternal
  repose of the souls of George & Alice Travens 
 
5 p.m.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Federito   
  Vinluan, Elizabeth Medeiros & Vicente Camacho 
  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23
For the eternal repose of the souls of Celeste Gayer & Daniel Sailer

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24
For the eternal repose of the soul of Daniel Sailer

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
Birthday blessings for Cliff Duro. For the eternal repose of the soul 
of Daniel Sailer

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
For the eternal repose of the soul of Daniel Sailer

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27
For the eternal repose of the souls of Elizabeth Medeiros,
Daniel Sailer & Emilio A. Asuncion



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018   $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal     $   16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for October 14 & 15, 2017 $    13,754.45
Tithing from Collection Envelopes   $      9,504.06
Loose Collections    $      3,189.39
Online Giving: October 9-13, 2017   $      1,061.00
Year to Date Budget    $   256,000.00
Year to Date Receipts    $   211,082.37
Difference     $   (44,917.63)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd        245   
    
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance   $   686,901.29
Collections for October 14 & 15, 2017  $       1,210.00
Online Giving: October 9-13, 2017    $          102.00
Interest earned in September   $          696.62
Phase III Construction Goal   $3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal                  $(2,313,098.71)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Balance  $   186,861.71
Collections for October 14 & 15, 2017  $            63.00
Online Giving: October 9-13, 2017   $         427.00
Interest earned in September   $         187.39

SECOND COLLECTIONS
OLGC School     $           51.00

In today’s Gospel we hear 
proclaimed a profound teaching by 
Jesus on stewardship.  What belongs 
to Caesar?  What belongs to God?  
Christian stewards recognize that 
everything they have belongs to 
God.  God created them, and God 
has claims on every part of their 
existence.  They also realize that the 
sovereign is an institution whose 
nature and purpose is to promote 
the common good and protect the 
welfare of its citizenry.  As long 
as it accomplishes this mission 
while treating every single person 
with deep respect, justice and 
compassion, it merits the steward’s 
support and cooperation.  Christian 
stewards know what belongs to the 
Lord, and they are better citizens 
when they live their lives acording 
to His Gospel.



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23
6 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 p.m. Knights of Columbus Center
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC2

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24
10 a.m. Andres Respicio Funeral Church
11:30 a.m. Respicio Funeral Mass Church
2 p.m. Andres Respicio Burial Offsite
5 - 9 p.m. AHG PC
6:30 - 9 p.m.  RCIA Center
7 - 9 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
2 - 6 p.m. YAFM Homeless Ministry PC 1
6 - 9 p.m. Filipino Ministry Center
6:30 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Grp Church
7 p.m. Finance Committee PC2
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother  PG Church 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC2

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27
9 a.m. William Hanohano Funeral Church
11 a.m. Hanohano Funeral Mass Church      
4 - 9 p.m. School Food Truck School 
3 - 9 p.m. YAFM & School PC  
7 - 9 p.m. Reflections Choir Church

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
8 - 11:45 a.m. Adult Confirmation Class Center
8 - 9 a.m. Ohana Homebound Ministry Mtg Rm 
9 a.m. Robert Crail Funeral Church
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Robert Crail Funeral PC
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Mtg Rm
11 a.m. Crail Funeral Mass Church
12:30 - 2:30 p.m. PABS Mtg Rm
2 - 4 p.m. CPREP Center
6:30 - 9 p.m. Chuukese Prayer Grp PC

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
12 - 1:30 p.m. Catechist Mtg Center
12 - 5:45 p.m. All Hallows Eve PC
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Health Ministry Mtg Rm 
 



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

Last week we discussed the Introductory Rites of the 
Mass.  Before we move on to the next part of the Mass, 

I want to discuss further the Collect.  After the Gloria, when 
prescribed by the missal, the priest-celebrant calls upon the 
people to pray.  The people together with the priest observe 
a moment of silence “so that they may become aware of 
being in God’s presence and may call to mind their inten-
tions” (GIRM, 54).  This is the time when we should bring 
to God all the worries that weigh our lives down and the 
people that we need to pray for.  This profound moment 
of silence is not a time to be fixing our Breaking Bread 
books or taking a bathroom break.  There is only a single 
Collect ever said in a Mass.  Don’t miss the opportuni-
ty for you to offer your petitions through the priest, act-
ing in the person of Christ the Head, to God the Father. 
“The people, joining in this petition, make the prayer their 
own by means of the acclamation Amen (54).” The sec-

ond distinct part of the Mass is the Liturgy of the Word.  
The Liturgy of the Word is made up of the readings from 
Sacred Scripture, the Homily, the Profession of Faith, and 
the Universal Prayer.  Through this part of the Mass, God 
speaks to his people, “opening up to them the mystery of 
redemption and salvation, and offering spiritual nourish-
ment” (55).  The peak of the Liturgy of the Word is the 
proclamation of the Holy Gospel by the priest or a deacon.

Word of the Week: Alleluia - Hebrew for “Praise the 
Lord”; an acclamation of praise.  It is found in the 

Old Testament, particularly the psalms.  In some trans-
lations of the Bible it is found as “Hallelujah” or “Praise 
the Lord.”  In Roman Catholic liturgy it is used especially 
during Easter Time and omitted during Lent.  At Mass it 
is sung before the proclamation of the Gospel.  (From A 
Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ)

How easy it is for us to miss this wonderful gift of love that is offered to us every Sunday, 
indeed every day!  We are all busy and have lots of things we could do rather than come 
here Sunday after Sunday to allow Jesus, the great King’s Son, to feast with us by shar-
ing His love.  Golf, sleep, shopping, and many other things become the excuses we give 
for not accepting the invitation to the banquet. Or perhaps we even beat up the ones who 
invite us, because we know that coming to this banquet means admitting that we are not 
gods ourselves, that we are not the ultimate arbiters of life and death or of truth itself.  It 
means submitting ourselves to the law of the One who made us, when we want to submit 
ourselves to no one except our own law.  We do not realize that the greatest freedom is 
chaining ourselves to the God Who is love and Who shows us His love in Jesus.


