
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin) In these times, with much calamities and in-

justice on the media, especially regarding 
children, let us raise an earnest prayer that 

God convert the hearts of men to be able to 
know the Lord and not worship money as God.   
    Despite an abundant harvest, the greedy man 
thinks of expanding his storehouses.  “Dreaming 
of a long life”, the Pope said, “he thinks of hav-
ing more goods to the point of nausea, and not 
being satisfied, he enters into a spiral of “exas-
perated consumerism.” 
    The Pope said, “It is God who puts a limit to 
this attachment to money.”  A man enslaved by 
money is not a tale invented by Jesus, the Pope 
explained, adding it is true even today, where 
many live adoring money. The life of those who 
accumulate riches for themselves, has no mean-
ing, he said.  They don’t know what it means to 
be rich in God.
    Even today, there are these people hunger-
ing for money and earthly possessions, the Pope 
lamented, people who have “a lot” compared to 
“the hungry children who lack medicines and 
education and who are abandoned.”  This, the 
Pope pointed out, is an “an idolatry that kills”, 

that “sacrifices human beings.” “This idolatry 
starves many people to death,” Pope Francis 
stressed, citing the case of 200,000 Rohingya 
children out of 800,000 people in refugee camps, 
who hardly eat and are malnourished, without 
medicines.  This is happening today, the Pope 
said, and not something of Jesus’ time.  
    In the face of this, the Pope urged for an ear-
nest prayer: “Lord, please touch the hearts of 
these people who worship God, the God of mon-
ey. Touch also my heart so that I don’t fall into 
that and know how to see.”

Idolatry of Money Starves Children to Death - Pope

Thirtieth SUNDAY in Ordinary Time
October 28 & 29, 2017

Zenit.org   October 23,2017

This week’s Readings:  Exodus 22:20-26;  Psalm 18:2-4, 47, 51; 
1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10;  Matthew 22:34-40

Next week’s Readings:  Malachi 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10;  Psalm 131:1-3;  
1 Thessalonians 2:7b-9, 13;  Matthew 23:1-12
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Last week, I had the chance to visit the 
Philippines particularly in the province 
of Leyte.  It was the area where typhoon 

Haiyan or locally known as Yolanda battered the 
country with strong winds and rains.  It happened 
early in November 2013 specifically in the city 
of Tacloban and its neighboring towns.  It had a 
massive impact that destroyed lots of properties 
and more so killing more than 6,300 lives.  It 
was the worst typhoon that hit the country with a 
category 5 on our severe weather condition.  After 
4 years of that impact, I felt the pain and anguish 
of the people.  Along the highways, remnants of 
property damages are still evident.  Memorial 
grounds had been built to remember all those 
lives lost.  Despite of it all, the place seems to 
have gone back to ordinary.  People celebrating 
different occasions, children are once again on the 
playground, business and all sorts are once again 
growing in the area.  Although life may have gone 
back to its regular course, there are many families 
still suffering, materially, spiritually and physically.
     On April 2nd of this year, Mr. Dan Moberg 
of the American Wheelchair Mission, through the 
coordination of our Knights of Columbus Council 
11636, spoke to us in all Masses.  He presented the 
need to raise funds to provide wheelchairs, crutches, 
walkers and canes to be given to our needy brothers 
and sisters.  Through your outpouring of generosity, 
we were able to raise the funds needed to purchase 
the items needed for mobility, especially more 
than a 100 wheelchairs.  These items were brought 

to the province where we visited and serviced 
three areas in that place.  People from all walks 
of life especially the elderly, the handicapped 
and special children were given the means that 
they needed.  Tears from their eyes rolled and 
glimpses of smile came out from their faces.
     One of the most touching experience I had was 
to visit a lady who had been hit by a bolder on her 
back.  All the members of the team witnessed how 
lowly her home is.  Since the accident happened 
by the impact of the storm, she never got out of her 
small dark room.  When we went to give her the 
wheelchair, she cried so hard and tears rolled down 
from my eyes as well.  I felt her pain and sadness.  
But when she knew that she now has a wheelchair 
to use, she expressed joy and thankfulness for the 
gift we shared.  She felt loved and cared.  She was 
moved with hope and spirit that she can now feel 
the heat of the sun outside her room and see the 
shining stars at night.  Just imagine the joy and 
love these people we visited and it was made 
possible because of your love and care for them.
     Love of God, Love of Neighbor and Love 
of Self all go together when they are shared 
especially to the poor and the needy.  Through 
our spirit of stewardship, we are able to see God’s 
goodness in our lives and share our time, talent 
and treasure to build up His kingdom.  God’s love 
for us is so great and pours His blessings upon as 
always.  Thus, when we know that God loves us, 
it inspires us to love Him back in return and share 
that love to our neighbors as we love ourselves. ╬

Love of God… Love of Neighbor… 
Love of Self



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

Just as Jesus took, blessed, broke, and gave bread in the desert, so He took, bless-
ed, broke, and gave bread at the Last Supper.  Just as He fed those who hungered, 
so He feeds us with His Body and Blood.  Just as He gave the bread and fish to 

the disciple, who then gave them to the people, so the Church entrusts the Body and 
Blood of Christ to ministers, who then give them to the faithful.

When faithful believers participate at Mass, they look forward to receiving Holy 
Communion.  You will be there.  You will be a servant of Christ fulfilling His will to 
feed the hungry, by giving them something to eat and drink

When we gather for the Eucharist as the body of Christ, we place our lives in 
God’s hands.  We respond in faith to the revelation we have received.

Extraordinary Ministers also bring the sacrament to those who are sick and home-
bound.  In this way those who are unable to participate in Sunday Mass with the 
entire assembly can still share in the communion of sacrament and friendship.

If you feel a calling to this ministry, please sign up.  We need 7 extraordinary 
ministers per Mass. The qualifications are, (1) a registered member of the parish and 
in good standing. (2) complete an application form and commit to the requirements 
of the ministry guidelines. (3) be interviewed by the Pastor and be approved by him.

Testimonies

Marilyn Chinen:  “It is very gratifying to be able to serve our church community as 
a Eucharistic Minister.  By serving in this capacity, I feel I have grown in my faith.”

Winnie Lee:  “Being a Eucharistic Minister is a special honor and glory.  Being a 
Eucharistic Minister, I get to serve at the table of the Lord during His celebration of 
the Mass. If you want to be a Eucharistic Minister, don’t put off the calling of the Lord 
to serve Him.  You may say you may not know what to do, but that would be the least 
of your worries because we have leaders of each group who will help you and guide 
you during your training and if you have any questions those who have been serving 
for a long time will be only to willing to answer your questions.  All you have to do 
is make a commitment that you want to serve the Lord and the rest is easy.  So if you 
are serious about considering being a Eucharistic Minister, the first step is to come 
to the Parish Office to get an application.  Pray on it and the Lord will guide you.”

Mike Lee:  “After being away from the Church for a long time, it was the Eucharist 
that brought me permanently back--the desire to receive our Lord Jesus and the en-
suing Peace and Love I felt and continue to feel when receiving His Body and Blood. 
When the right time presented itself, I became a Eucharistic Minister for the Mass, 
and later for the sick and the homebound. It has been my pleasure to serve the Lord, 
the Church, and all parishioners.”

Doris Lee:  “I was received and loved into the Church in 1986 after having partic-
ipated in the RCIA program.  I immediately wanted to join a ministry and wanted 
to do so together with my husband Michael. Knowing that it was the Eucharist that 
drew Michael back to the Church, it was evident that the Eucharistic Ministry would 
be our choice. Commitment to the ministry has been smooth and not at all difficult. 
Since attending Mass is a given for all of us, the ministry requirement to arrive at 
church at least 20 minutes early is not a hardship. If you have a desire to be of service 
to your church community--your faith family--and to serve Jesus, we will welcome 
you with open arms. My journey in the ministry has been filled with wonderful people 
and experiences.”

Joanne Pamplona:  “I was asked to be a Eucharistic minister in 1996.  At that time, 
my daughters were altar servers.  It was a great way to serve the Lord as a family.  As 
young adults, my daughters serve as a Lector and as a Eucharistic Minister.  Serving 
in this ministry, have helped me grow in my faith, meet people including the priests 
and a sense of belonging.”

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF 
HOLY COMMUNION
by Mike & Doris Lee



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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HONORING OUR VETERANS

WITH OUR THANKS!
Thank you, parishioners, for your continued support through the second collection of the final weekend of each month.  We 
are excited to share with you, how much you’ve helped us! With the school’s aging equipment, older infrastructure, and cost 
of today’s necessities, the donations help us tremendously. A  broken milk refrigerator was replaced and an air conditioner 
for the kindergarten classroom was added. We are truly blessed by your generosity and we continue to give thanks to God for 
the caring community here at Our Lady of Good Counsel. 

The philosophy of Our Lady of Good Counsel School is based on the Gospel principles 
of message, community, worship, and service. The school views itself as a living faith 
community committed to the goals of a Roman Catholic education.  One way the school 
adheres to this philosophy is by organizing occasions for the students to connect with the 
community. Some events include service projects for those in need, weekly Mass where 
special prayers of intentions are welcomed, dedicating a Rosary prayer to people in need, 
and serving food to our brothers and sisters at Kaka’ako Next Step Shelter. The school 
strives to enhance its philosophy by thinking of new ways to enrich the Gospel principles 
for the students. 
 We are reserving a special morning to honor the special people who served or are 
currently serving our nation! We give thanks for our veterans and we invite them to attend a 
special Mass, program, and enjoy some delicious food and drinks.  All veterans are welcome! 
Please join us if you are a veteran  or if you know of a veteran we can honor. Please relay  this 
information: 

Veterans Celebration Day
Date:     Thursday, November 9, 2017
Mass:      8:15 a.m. 
Program:   9:00 a.m. 
Veterans’ Fellowship Breakfast: 9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m.

RSVP by email:  principal@olgchawaii.org or call the school office (808) 455-4533. 
Please RSVP with your name, rank, and contact information. Thank you for considering to 
attend this special morning! 



        

MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK
DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28
7 a.m.   Wedding blessings & thanksgiving for Clifford &
  Gloria Duro. Birthday blessings & thanksgiving for   
  Layla Ganir. For the eternal repose of the souls of
  Dante, Juanito, Basilidez & Lucena Bonoan, Daniel
  Sailer, Justino & Placida Ganir, Juan & Anita Brozas
  
5 p.m.  Blessings, good health & thanksgiving for Rev. Jon
  T. Cabico.  For the repose of the souls of  George,   
    Pedro & Marcelina Respicio, Amelia Silva, Marilou
  Agag, Elizabeth Medeiros, Benedicto & Elena Santos

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Zillah Salcide. Blessings,   
  good health & thanksgiving for Rev. Jon T. Cabico.    
              Birthday & baptismal blessings & thanksgiving for   
              Micah Cabe.  Special intentions of the Ramirez                              
  Family.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Uilani                               
                          Keamo, Jose K. Lanias, Elizabeth Medeiros, 
              Victoria S. Magofna, Lazaro & Maria Bernardino, 
  Anita Ramirez & Joseph Aranaydo

8:30 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

11 a.m.  Birthday blessings for Alan & Valerie Ochoa.                                    
  For the eternal repose of the souls of Federito Vinluan, 
  Emilio A. Asuncion, Juan & Anita Brozas

5 p.m.  Blessings & good health for Apolinar & Josefa Herrera.   
                          For the eternal repose of the souls of Andres G. Bali,     
  Rainier Medrano & Rafaela Cachero

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30
Blessings, good health & thanksgiving for Rev. Jon T. Cabico.  For the 
eternal repose of the souls of John Matusovic & JoAnn Gapol

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31
For the eternal repose of the soul of James Aranita

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1
Birthday blessings for Darren “DJ” Iguchi. For the eternal repose of the 
souls of deceased members of the Fronda family, James Aranita, Dante, 
Juanito, Basilidez & Lucena Bonoan, David Manuel, Crestita & Estefanio 
Ancheta

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2
For the eternal repose of the souls of deceased members & family of the 
Filipino Ministry & Filipino Catholic Club, Juan C. Pasalo, Basilidez 
& Juanito Bonoan Sr.. For the departed members of the Alviedo family, 
Eduarda Z. & Emma Z. Pasalo & Joemar P. Barnabe

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3 
Special intentions for the Perpetual Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament.  For 
the eternal repose of the souls of departed members of the Koyanagi family 
& for James Aranita

OCTOBER 28
Helen Ching DeMello
Daniel Mendoza Cadiz
Eutropia Suga
Joseph Alpiche

OCTOBER 29 
Adele Crisp
Edmund Torres
Walter Timmons
Norman Pacheco
Inez Luebbert
Violet Orlando
Lit Szeto
John Stein

OCTOBER 30
Valentime Kahalewai
Yolanda Imanil

OCTOBER 31
Jane Hawayo Kano
John Quintua Jr.
Fortunado Serapion
Rolando Garcia
Alvin Bernard Chun
Virginia Ortegero

NOVEMBER 1
Jimmy Nicolas Pascua
Tracey Allen Abrice
Tybee Robin Wright

NOVEMBER 2
Felipa Oliva
John Santiago
Patillio Billiamosa
Joseph Suan Daguman
Joseph Vera Panis
Consolation Castillo
Vance Warren Hall

NOVEMBER 3
Caroline Moniz
Bennie James Brennon
Jerry Rudolph Arrayan
Carl Martin Viti
Josefa Cayaban Pascua
Jesus Castro
Helen Takeshita
Mary Oliva Rebola

1986
1994
2002
2015

1964
1970
1974
1980
1994
1996
2010
2012

1975
2007

1969
1979
1990
2003
2007
2013

2009
2016
2016

1975
1977
1979
1988
1993
2003
2006

1967
1984
1995
1996
1998
2001
2007
2013



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

There is one word or command that 
summarizes today’s Gospel:  Love.  For 
Jesus there is no distinction between 
these two commands of loving God 
and neighbor.  One naturally flows 
from the other.  In fact, for Jesus, these 
commands constitute a way of life for 
Christian stewards; a unique approach to 
life and to their relationship with others.  
Our neighbors include everyone with 
whom we come into contact:  family 
members, friends, people we don’t like, 
strangers and particularly those most in 
need of our love and compassion.  Love 
is always for doing well and helping 
others grow closer to the Lord.  What 
are ways in which we might do better at 
following Christ’s love command?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018   $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal     $   16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for October 21 & 22, 2017 $    11,460.58
Tithing from Collection Envelopes   $      7,941.00
Loose Collections    $      2,738.58
Online Giving: October 16-20, 2017  $         781.00
Year to Date Budget    $   272,000.00
Year to Date Receipts    $   222,542.95
Difference     $   (49,457.05)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd        233
    
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance   $   687,448.29
Collections for October 21 & 22, 2017  $          445.00
Online Giving: October 16-20, 2017   $          102.00
Phase III Construction Goal   $3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal                  $(2,312,551.71)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance  $   186,856.55
Collections for October 21 & 22, 2017  $          191.00
Online Giving: October 16-20, 2017  $          152.00
Church Maintenance Expense   $         (348.16)

SECOND COLLECTIONS
OLGC School     $          421.00
World Mission Sunday    $       1,888.75



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 30
12:30 - 2 p.m. RE Mtg Church
6 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC 2

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
7 - 9 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
7 p.m. Stewardship Committee Center
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2
10 - 10:45 a.m. School Rosary Church 
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother  PG Church
6:30 p.m. Candle Light Service Church 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Mtg.Rm
7 p.m. Memorial Mass Church
7 - 9 p.m. Memorial Mass Fellowship PC 1
7 - 9 p.m. Scouts School
7 - 9 p.m. YA Center

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 3
9 a.m. Elizabeth Medeiros Funeral Church
9 a.m. Elizabeth Medeiros Funeral PC
11:00 a.m. Medeiros Funeral Mass Church 
2 p m. Elizabeth Medeiros Burial Offsite
7 - 9 p.m.  EM Leaders Mtg Center

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
8 - 11:45 a.m. Adult Confirmation Class Center
9 - 10 a.m. Shazzy Fitness PC1
2 - 4 p.m. CPREP Center

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 5
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way Mtg Rm
12:15 p.m. Altar Servers Meeting Center
2 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
5 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

We live in a very diverse culture, and we Catholics do believe in freedom of religion.  And so our 
task is not to make our government a Catholic government.  It is to be so engaged in the body politic 
in which we live so that we can convince our legislators and fellow citizens that there is a life-giving 
law that is written into every human heart.  We know that law as the law of love of God and love 
of neighbor, as the commandments of God.  We have all heard people say to us Catholics, “You 
should not impose your morality on me.”  But what are laws in the first place but a community’s 
articulation of its morality?  And if we believe that God’s law is written onto every human heart, 
then no society will be truly just unless it follows God’s law.  But here we can learn from our first 
reading from the prophet Isaiah.  He speaks of Cyrus, the King of Persia, a foreign king, who did not 
know the Lord, acting as the Lord’s chosen instrument, as God’s anointed one to save Israel.  Cyrus 
did not have the theological background or lingo of the people Israel, to whom the true and living 
God had directly revealed himself, yet Cyrus was in tune with what was truly right because he was 
in tune with what God had written in his heart.  While he was successful in building an empire, he 
did not make himself a god, but respected the people who were under his rule.  This is the way we 
need to approach the incarnation of our faith in the body politic, not necessarily mentioning God, 
but realizing God’s truth is truth for everyone and that if we live in the truth we will be free people.

In Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium 
(The Joy of the Gospel) he writes, “the homily cannot be 

a form of entertainment like those presented by the media, 
yet it does need to give life and meaning to the celebration.  
It is a distinctive genre, since it is preaching situated within 
the framework of a liturgical celebration (138).”  Since the 
Second Vatican Council, the Sunday homily is an essential 
part of the celebration of the Eucharist.  The preparation 
for preaching is an important task that we priests and 
deacons have to do.  It takes prolonged time of study, 
prayer, reflection, and pastoral creativity. The Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
likens preaching to the communion rite of the Mass.  They 
state that “the sacred action of preaching is intimately 
joined to the sacred nature of the Word of God.  The homily 
in some sense parallels the distribution of the Lord’s 

Body and Blood to the faithful during the communion 
rite.  In the homily God’s holy Word is ‘distributed’ for 
the nourishment of his people (26).” Through the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, we are fed by the two tables of 
Word and Sacrament.  Next week we will discuss the two 
elements of the creed and the Universal Prayers.  Have 
a liturgical question or want me to consider a topic to 
write about?  Email me at: fralfred@olgcchurchpc.org 

Word of the Week: Ambo - The place from which 
all the Scripture readings are proclaimed and the 

homily may be preached during liturgy; a pulpit or lectern.  
The ambo is also use for the singing of the Exultet, for 
announcing the intentions of the Universal Prayer, and 
for the leading of the responsorial psalm.  The term is 
derived from a Greek word for “raised place.” (From A 
Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ)


