
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

monastery of St. Bonaventure. Every 
Wednesday afternoon, he conducted 
services for the sick.
    In 1946, weakened and ill, he was 
transferred to the Capuchin novitiate 
in Huntington, Indiana, where he lived 
until 1956 when he was hospitalized in 
Detroit. He died on July 31, 1957, at the 
age of 86. Pope John Paul II declared 
him venerable in 1995.

Pope Francis noted November 18, 2017, 
beatification of Fr. Solanus Casey, who took 
the next step toward sainthood in a huge event 

at Ford Field in Detroit.
    “Humble and faithful disciple of Christ, he was 
distinguished for his tireless service to the poor,” 
the Holy Father said. “May his witness help priests, 
Religious and laity to live with joy the bond between 
the proclamation of the Gospel and love of the poor.”
    Born November 25, 1870, Francis Solanus 
Casey came from an Irish immigrant family of 16 
children in Oak Grove, Wisconsin. At the age of 21, 
after working as a recorder, streetcar operator, and 
prison guard, he entered St. Francis Seminary in 
Milwaukee, where studies were difficult for him. He 
left the seminary in 1896, and joined the Capuchin 
Friars Minor in Detroit, taking the name of Solanus.
    On July 24, 1904, he was ordained a priest, but 
since his knowledge of theology was considered 
weak, Solanus was not allowed to preach and hear 
confessions. During his 14 years as a sexton in 
Yonkers, New York, he is however recognized as 
an excellent speaker. He served in the parishes of 
Manhattan and Harlem before returning to Detroit, 
where he served as a sexton for 20 years at the 

Pope Cites Fr. Solanus Casey Beatification 
‘Detroit’s Saint’ Beatified in Ford Field Ceremony 

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
KING OF THE UNIVERSE

November 25 & 26, 2017

Zenit.org   November 19, 2017

This week’s Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17; Psalm 23:1-3, 5-6; 
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28; Matthew 25:31-46 

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Psalm 80:2-3, 
15-16, 18-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37 
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

We have come to the end of our 
Liturgical Cycle.  This Sunday we 
are celebrating the Solemnity of our 

Lord Jesus Christ the King of the Universe.  This 
solemnity calls us to reflect the kind of kingship 
Jesus manifested and how he acted as a king 
who truly saves.  We hear or read in the Gospel 
on this occasion about the Judgment of Nations.  
As Jesus sits on his glorious throne, he would 
separate the nations accordingly like a shepherd 
separates his sheep from the goats.  His judgment 
is based on the good deeds or bad deeds a person 
would do or not do for his fellow human being.
     Jesus manifested his kingship in the true spirit 
of service.  He led his disciples, taught them and 
showed them how one would truly follow him.  
Unlike a worldly king who would just sit on a throne 
and commands, Jesus was nailed to his throne, the 
Cross.  Unlike a worldly king who would wear 
expensive garments, Jesus would wear a linen just 
enough to cover his body.  Unlike a worldly king 
who would just dictate and commands, Jesus would 
do things on his own in the spirit of service and love.
     In the Gospel of John, we recall the events 
at the Last Supper.  What did Jesus do?  He 
took a towel and tied it around his waist then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel.  What 
a remarkable way to teach His disciples what 

he was trying to teach them to do.  To serve with 
humility, love and care.  And as the greatest act of 
his service was that of offering himself on the cross 
for everyone to witness and done for our salvation.
     Our King, Jesus Christ, invites us to look further into 
ourselves of God’s goodness to us.  And that God’s 
goodness can selflessly be shared to all the people 
around us.  Yes, to all!  How can this be manifested?  
To feed the hungry, to give water to the thirsty, to 
welcome the stranger, to clothe the naked, to care for 
the ill and to visit those imprisoned.  These are the 
measures on how we will be judged by our King.  At 
the end of the day, what matters to our Lord would 
be his words, “Amen, I say to you, whatever you did 
for one of the least brothers of mine, you did for me.”
     As we gather to celebrate this great solemnity 
with reverence and honor to Jesus our King, let us 
make every effort to heed his call of service.  Just 
as He offered himself for all of us so should we 
also share it to all.  Knowing Him as our Ruler, let 
us be guided through his words and his ways.  He 
never hesitated to tend to anyone who was in need 
even it fell on a Sabbath.  He never surrendered 
even to the point of risking his life.  All these he 
did for us because he loves us and cares for us.  
     On Judgement Day, Jesus’ sovereignty will 
prevail.  And when that day and time will come, 
may we join him and his angels in heaven.  ╬

JESUS’ SOVEREIGNTY



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

MARRIAGE MINISTRY
Purpose:  The Christian Prevention and Relationship Enhancement Program (CPREP) was designed by experts to help 
engaged and married couples build a lasting and loving relationship based on a biblical model of marriage and intimacy; 
improve their communication skills; learn problem solving, a model for helping couples to forgive, a framework to build 
and maintain commitment and a way for couples to attain spiritual oneness in a Christian marriage. 

For CONVALIDATION:  For couples who were married civilly, the preparation 
for marriage at OLGC normally involves couples completing CPREP.

Duties:   Attend scheduled workshops for a minimal fee to cover book and materials.  

Requirements:   Must be at least 18 years old (if younger, with permission).

Testimony from Shaun Stone 
 During the last few weeks at CPREP, my wife Song and I have been preparing to validate our marriage in the Catholic 
church. With a goal of making “Team Song and Shaun” a team of ONENESS. During the CPREP class, we learned and 
practiced new ways of handling issues. We improved our communication skills which included listening with our ears and 
using our eyes to catch nonverbal cues. We learned ways to strengthen our team with forgiveness which is critical for main-
taining oneness. We worked on building a vision for our future together.
 In order to make changes, I am committed to really working on my communication skills with my wife, especially listen-
ing with empathy and understanding. In order to maintain the changed behavior, I plan to show love with Acts of Service. I 
will learn how to listen to my wife and her needs by putting down anything in my hands like a phone or book and then listen 
to what she is saying and to put thought in my response. I will love and support my wife and son when they need it, and 
lovingly engage and encourage them when they need it. I will attempt to be emotionally present as possible. So that I can be 
present to carry my part of our relationship. Also verbalizing emotions with communication, compromise, confidence and 
comfort. In order to keep from getting stagnant, I plan to find new ways to learn about love, being open to new ideas and 
working together to build a more secure relationship. My wife and I plan to form a solid foundation to make “Team Song and 
Shaun” a team of ONENESS.

CPREP Graduation ... July 8, 2017
Left to right:  Loretta Pekelo (Presenter), Aimee Silva and Christopher Clemson, Chelsea Cabral  and Ridge Newcom, 

Serlin Weneta and B. J. Osia, Amy Inciong and Vance Hall, Doris and Mike Lee (Presenters)



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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Our Lady of Good Counsel students are Effective 
Communicators who: express written thoughts clearly, 

using correct grammar and mechanics, speak publicly 
with confidence, present themselves appropriately, and 
listen and respond respectfully. Instructing children how to 
communicate politely and effectively is an important task for 
parents, and OLGC teachers are delighted to help parents 
with helping their children to develop this skill as it is a basic 
tenet of society. The school applies a very strong writing 
curriculum called Shirley Method to teach writing genres, 
grammar, and mechanics in grades one through eight. The 
method has proven to be very beneficial for student success in 
writing. The school receives outstanding feedback and notes 
of thanks from graduates who have moved onto the strict 
writing demands in high school and the students consistently 
provide a positive holistic writing score on the standardized 
tests which are administered to grades four, six, and eight 
every year. In addition to teaching students howzz to write 
properly, teachers of every level provide opportunities for 
students to practice public speaking. Students are often asked 
to lead the daily prayers and prepare oral presentations to 
share projects. Active listening and responding respectfully 
is enforced and modeled by teachers throughout the school day. 
 Teachers are amazed by the students’ creative writing through poetry and other genres. Wonderful writing 
pieces are submitted to writing contests and often times our students move onto the next stages of competition! We 
look forward to the future successes of our effective communicators. 

We are very excited to announce our fun and educational Annual Giving Project to support our school’s effort 
to minimize annual tuition increases, continue school safety upgrades, and continue school improvement 

projects. The Spell-a-thon kicked off on November 16th and will run through January 12th, 2018. Students 
were given a list of spelling words. Each student is being asked to collect $100 in pledges online from parents, 
grandparents, aunts, uncles and family friends. Sponsors can pledge an amount per word spelled correctly or a flat 
amount for the whole spelling test. Students will participate in the Spell-a-thon tests during Catholic Schools Week 2018 
(Jan.29-Feb.1). 
 Please consider visiting our landing page: https://99pledges.com/fund/ourladyofg11/ to pledge an amount to 
the school. Families with multiple children will surely appreciate the donations made by our parishioners. We also 
encourage you to share this information with the business or company you work for, as we are aware companies 
are always looking for a worthy place to contribute and make a difference. Our students are on standby ready to 
send unique and special gifts of thanks to our donors. Please call the school office at 455-4533 after making a 
donation so we can properly send you a special gift as a token of our appreciation for your support!  
 Thank you for your support of this very exciting fundraiser! Please contact the school office to share any advice 
you may have to make this project a huge success!

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATORS 



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 25
7 a.m.  For the eternal repose of the soul of Daniel K. Sailer, 

Antonio Cortez & all souls.

5 p.m. Thanksgiving blessings for Josie Respicio 
Family. For the eternal repose of the souls of 
Allan Shimabuku, Flordeliza L. Abuan, Geraldine 
Johansen, Clemente & Lourdes Pascual, Cecilia K. 
Bradley & all souls

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Zillah Salcide.  Birthday 

blessings for Barbara Abaya.  For the eternal repose 
of the souls George Respicio, Nick Alviedo, Uilani 
Keamo, Flordeliza L. Abuan, Geraldine Johansen, 
Estafanio & Cristeta Ancheta, Raymond S. 
Agdinaoay Jr.

  
8:30 a.m. For Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

11 a.m. Special intentions for Marieta, Meliton & Ruskin 
Bond. For the eternal repose of the souls of Daniel 
K. Sailer, Josefina Marquez Reoma, Lito Alcera, 
Margarita Bulan, Christopher Crislogo & all souls

 
5 p.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Frank Borja, 

George & Alice Travens & all souls

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27
For the eternal repose of the souls of Flordeliza L. Abuan, Raymond 
S. Agdinaoay Jr. & all souls

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
For the eternal repose of the souls of George Respicio, Angelita 
Pamplona, Claudio, Pedro, Marie & Amador Casupang, Cipriano 
De Guzman, Raymond S. Agdinaoay Jr.& all souls

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
For the eternal repose of the soul of Eugene Malalis Jr. & all souls

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
For the eternal repose of the soul of John Matusovic & all souls

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1 
Special intentions for the Perpetual Adorers of the Blessed 
Sacrament. For the eternal repose of all souls.

NOVEMBER 25
Manuel  Abreu  1973
Manuel  Siloa  Jr.  1976
Pedro Simon Ramos  1985
Wilbert Shige Ishihara  2009
Florisa Marquez Hornos  2015

NOVEMBER 26
Amy Mika Miyashiro  1974
Steven Watanabe  1982
Jerry Peter Protacio  1990
Derek Keith Bingo  1991
Harriet La Paz Makanui  2013

NOVEMBER 27
Larry Masao Higa  2004
Rosemary Crighton  2006
Michael Joseph Mccullough  2009
Raymond Rapoza   2016

NOVEMBER 28
Esther Texeira  1988
Rosalind Valles Morales  2008
Evaristo Napoleon Velasco  2015
Charles Anderson  2016
Raymond Serra Agdinaoay Jr.  2016

NOVEMBER  29
Lawrence James Kelly  1987
Leroy Ebalaroza  1991
Gertrude Lim Caballero  2001

NOVEMBER  30
Ernest Souza  1973
Larry Bolevar  1995

DECEMBER  1
Theresa Chong Moniz  1966
Theodore Kahue Baumann  1969
Victorina Ventura  1975
Irene Pena Bargas Renfrow  1983



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

In today’s Gospel, St. Matthew offers 
a compelling vision of the end-time, 
when the people of all nations are 
brought before the Lord to give an 
account of their lives and actions.  
Interestingly, the sheep, the righteous 
ones, are rewarded for having acted 
with love and compassion without 
having recognized the face of Christ 
in others.  Good stewards recognize 
those in need of their care as gifts 
from God.  They know that they are 
instruments of Christ’s active, loving 
presence in the world.  How will we 
treat others this week; our family 
members, neighbors, customers, 
strangers?  What accounting will we 
make to the Lord for their care?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for November 18 & 19, 2017 $ 12,382.05
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 7,448.65
Loose Collections $ 3,873.40
Online Giving: November 13-17, 2017 $ 921.00
Thanksgiving Donation $ 142.00
Year to Date Budget $ 336,000.00
Year to Date Receipts $ 283,799.90
Difference $ (52,200.10)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd                   240 
          
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 693,574.18
Collections for November 18 & 19, 2017 $     80.25
Online Giving:  November 13-17, 2017 $ 117.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,306,425.82)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Balance $ 188,340.85
Collections for November 18 & 19, 2017 $ 240.00
Online Giving: November 13-17, 2017 $ 167.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 140.00
Campaign for Human Development $ 2,457.41



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. K of C Center
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC 2 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28
5 - 9 p.m AHG PC
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
8:30 p.m. Santa Workshop Setup PC2

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29
7 a.m. - 9 p.m. Santa Workshop PC2
8:30 - 11 a.m. Outreach Center
6:30 - 9 p.m. Charismatic PG Church
7:00 - 9 p.m. WAFM Mtg Rm
 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30         
7 a.m. - 9 p.m. Santa Workshop PC2
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way PC 1 

FRIDAY, DECMBER 1 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m. Santa Workshop PC2
9 a.m.  Rizal Garo Funeral Church
10 a.m. Garo Visitation Church
11 a.m. Garo Funeral Mass Church
1 p.m. Garo Burial Offsite
7 - 9 p.m. Reflections Choir Church

SATURDAY, DECMBER 2
8 a.m. Eufemia Arios Funeral Church
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. K of C PC
11 a.m. Arios Funeral Mass Church
12:30 p.m. Arios Burial Offsite
5 - 9 p.m. School PC

SUNDAY, DECMBER 3
12- 2:30 p.m. YAFM - ARMS Mtg Rm
12:15 p.m. Altar Servers Church
3 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC 



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

Last week we began our discussion on the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist.  Since we are celebrating the Feast of Christ 

the King this weekend, I would like to put our “parts of the 
Mass” articles on hold to discuss the topic of the Liturgical 
Year.  In ordinary life we have different calendars, with 
different beginnings and ends.  There is the Calendar Year 
which is usually January to December.  There is the Fiscal 
Year that many businesses and organizations use.  Then 
there is what we call in the Church the Liturgical Year.  This 
weekend marks the last Sunday of the Liturgical calendar.  
The proper title of this feast is the Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.  All the prayers of the 
Mass, all the readings of the year, and the preaching we 
have done culminates to this feast.  Next week, we begin a 
new Liturgical Year and it starts all over again.  Although 
this weekend is the culmination of the year, the annual 
cycle of liturgical celebrations center on the celebration 
of Easter.  That is the very reason we gather Sunday after 
Sunday.  Our Sunday worship are Easter celebrations.  Like 
the four seasons of winter, spring, summer, and fall, the 

Church’s liturgical calendar has different seasons to add 
variety and richness to the Tradition.  Our liturgical seasons 
comprises of Advent, the four-week time of preparation for 
the Nativity of the Lord; Christmas Time, which goes from 
the Nativity of the Lord to the Baptism of the Lord; Lent, 
the six-week time of preparation for the Holy Triduum; 
Easter Time, a fifty-day celebration of the Resurrection 
which concludes with the Feast of Pentecost; and Ordinary 
Time, which is divided into two segments.  As we end this 
liturgical year 2017 and begin a new one next week, let us 
pay more attention to the different shifts in the Church’s 
season so that we can conform our lives to the Paschal 
Mystery it celebrates.  

Word of the Week: Paschal Mystery - The saving 
mystery of Christ’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection.  

It is the mystery that is celebrated and made present in 
every liturgy, and the mystery that every Christian is to 
imitate and be united with in everyday life.  (Word of the 
Week from A Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. 
Smolarski, SJ, 2017)

Very often these days we Christians and Catholics are called upon to critique our culture.  We 
see that human life in all its stages from conception to natural death is no longer held sacred.  
Or we see people drifting away from faith in God and substituting it with faith in oneself.  Or 
we glorify victims so that it is politically incorrect to criticize anything that certain groups do.  
Or we distance ourselves from the poor, from the persecuted, and from the hopeless, going 
our own merry ways while keeping the suffering of our brothers and sisters distant from our 
consciousness.  We know that if we critique these trends, we will have to suffer ourselves, 
because others may think us narrow-minded and judgmental.  Yet if we do not engage these 
issues, are we not ignoring the Lord Jesus’ admonition that we engage in fraternal correction, 
and that we will be held accountable if we do not do so?


