
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin) Zenit.org      November 28, 2017

On November 28, 2017, the second day of his 
Apostolic Journey to Myanmar, Pope Francis 
met the country’s 17 religious leaders – Bud-
dhists, Muslims, Hindu, Jews, and Christians, 
at the Archbishopric of Yangon. Lamenting 
before them the “global tendency to uniformi-
ty,” the Holy Father advocated “unity in differ-
ences.” “We are brothers,” he stressed.
    The Pope quoted the Psalms: “That it is 
good to see brothers united.” United doesn’t 
mean identical. Unity isn’t uniformity, includ-
ing within the same Confession. Each one has 
his values, his riches and also his shortcom-
ings,” he specified, as reported by Vatican Ra-
dio.“We are all different and each Confession 
has its riches, its traditions, its riches to be giv-
en, to be shared,” continued the Pontiff. “And 
this can only happen if one lives in peace. And 
peace is made in the choir of differences. Uni-
ty always takes place in differences.”
    Pope Francis deplored “a world tendency 
to uniformity, to make everything identical is 
to kill humanity,” he warned. “It’s a cultur-
al colonization . . . We must understand the 
richness of our differences (ethnic, religious, 

popular); it’s in these differences that dialogue 
takes place. It’s from these differences that 
one learns from the other, as brothers.”
    He greeted the “riches and differences” of 
the country. “In Myanmar, nature is very rich 
in differences. Let us not be afraid of differ-
ences! Our Father is one. We are brothers. Let 
us remain as brothers. And if we are not in 
agreement between us, may we be reconciled 
immediately as brothers. Let us always begin 
again as brothers. I believe that it’s only this 
way that peace is made.”

Myanmar: Pope’s Meeting, “Between Brothers,” 
with the Country’s Religious Leaders
Advocates Unity in Differences

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 2 & 3, 2017

This week’s Readings: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7; Psalm 80:2-3, 
15-16, 18-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11;  Psalm 85:9-14; 2 Peter 
3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Every journey we go through can be exciting 
or can be challenging.  Whatever happens 
along the way, we need to be prepared always.  

For to prepare ourselves will enable us to face any 
difficulties that may come our way or to enjoy every 
bit of the moment.  This is what makes our lives 
meaningful when we see that the journey we have 
can lead us to our destiny.  That the destiny of our 
lives is to be with the Lord Jesus, our Redeemer.
     We are once again in the Season of Advent.  
A season set for us to start anew in this journey 
of life and faith.  Indeed, the journey continues.  
As we are in this journey, this season ushers us to 
reflect and prepare ourselves for Christmas, the 
joyous celebration of Christ’s birth more than 2000 
years passed.  Like any birthdays we celebrate, we 
prepare for it and make it a wonderful day for the 
celebrant.  If we are to celebrate someone’s birthday 
with festivities, how much more when we celebrate 
our Lord’s birthday?  He offered His own life for 
your salvation and mine.  How can we not prepare 
for this special day for someone who made us so 
precious in His heart?  Thus, these advent days are 
days to prepare ourselves for our Lord’s birthday.  
And the best way to prepare for this celebration is 
done spiritually not materially.  For the best gift that 
we can give to Jesus is our renewed life and love for 
Him, service to the poor and needy and extending 

mercy and kindness to those who are in need.
     Advent also ushers us into preparing for Jesus’ 
second coming.  We express in our Catholic faith as 
we pray at Mass, “we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection until you come again” 
or “when we eat bread and drink this cup, we proclaim 
your death O Lord, until you come again.”  We 
prepare this event in the spirit of joyful expectation 
until we meet Christ when that day and time comes.  
In great anticipation of Jesus second coming, 
we express it in the words, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
     Let us be mindful that Advent is not Christmas.  
Even though we see Christmas decors around us and 
hear songs for the holidays, it is not yet Christmas.  
We oftentimes get too excited to think of Christmas 
but we can only feel and know the meaning of the 
celebration if we take the journey.  That is, to brace 
ourselves in the spirit of preparation.  Christmas is 
a special occasion and just as Advent is.  We can 
only feel Christmas when we truly prepare ourselves 
for Christmas which is the gift of Advent.  In our 
liturgical celebrations, we listen to God’s word.  In 
our daily lives, we do good works.  In our spiritual 
lives, let us make a big effort to live the Gospel 
values of love, peace, joy and hope.  And in our daily 
lives, we do good works.  In that way, we have a 
better preparation of what we are going to celebrate.  
Our journey continues...A blessed Advent to all!  ╬

JOURNEY CONTINUES



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

JoAnn Pamplona:  I’ve been in the ministry for about 23 years, thanks to Winnie Lee’s invitation for me to assist Sr. 
Florence Remata, who was then teaching second grade. A few years after, there was a need for teachers so I decided to 
give it a try. With the help of all my aides, including my daughter Nellani, teaching has become my favorite ministry.  
While I teach, I also learn about our (my) Catholic faith.  (Grade 2)

Beverly & Dave Quevedo:  We have been catechists for about 15 years.  Our first students are now in college.  We 
started our children in Kindergarten and as time went on, the Lord presented us with the opportunity to take over when 
the Sunday school teacher moved away.  We have been so blessed to be a part of a wonderful ministry.  (Preschool & 
Kindergarten)

Celeste & Nick Barry:  We are the Barry’s who teach the third grade Religious Education program.  My wife and I 
have worked for DOE for the past 20 years; I’m a school counselor and Celeste is a substitute teacher.  Fortunately, the 
church gave us the opportunity to be catechists nearly a decade ago when an opening became available. Thank you Pam 
Falasco for trusting us with this awesome responsibility.  Yes, we are a married couple that loves team teaching and we 
have two beautiful children, Blaise and China, who started out in Preschool and continue to this day. Our volunteer work 
is a joy and an inspiration.  The students are amazing and make our lives more fulfilled with their positive energy and 
enthusiasm for learning about God. Thank you parents for entrusting us with your treasures.

Normadeen Gamulo:  Hi, my name is Normadeen Gamulo and I have been a parishoner of OLGC since Easter Vigil 
of 2002 with Fr. Jack and Fr. Paulo.  I currently work for the Department of the Defense and started assisting Beverly 
and Dave in the preschool when my grandson, Chance Greenwell-Gamulo, first attended the 
Preschool class.  He didn’t want to stay in the class without me, and so that started my volun-
teering career in Religious Ed.  In the 11 years of assisting, I have had 4 grandchildren in the 
program; the younger three are are still attending classes.  I do enjoy working with the young-
sters and I’m awed at Bev’s creativity and patience in teaching the little ones about their faith.  
I, too, am learning a lot from them and enjoy seeing the past students grow up and move on to 
bigger and better things.

Mardelle Gustillo: Born in the Philippines, she moved to Hawaii from Connecticut in 2003.  
She currently resides in Waikele with her husband who was born and raised in Pearl City.  
They are blessed with two daughters and have been parishoners of OLGC for many years.  
She devoted some of her time as a Eucharistic Minister and 3rd grade catechist at OLGC pre-

viously, and is currently the 4th grade catechist at OLGC.  “I chose to serve as a catechist to help the Catholic Church in 
laying down a good foundation for our children, to teach them about the importance of God’s presence in our lives, and 
to encourage them to become instruments of God’s grace in our world using their time, talents and treasure in our Church 
family.

Mary Hirose:  Aloha! My name is Mary Hirose.  I’m married to my high school sweetheart, Keaka, and I homeschool 
our four daughters, Hannah, Jacquelyn, Faye, and Clare.  We have been parishoners of OLGC  for almost 3 years.  We 
moved to Pearl City from Ewa Beach although my husband and I grew up in Mililani. This is my 3rd year teaching RCIA 
for Children,and I love it!  I’m spoiled by this class because I get to experience first hand these amazing children discover 
our Lord and Savior to or in the ancient traditions of our faith, Bible, the Saints, and our Liturgical Seasons.  I’m there to 
witness their discoveries and questions.  Then, a year later, I get to witness these children join in full Communion with 
our Parish Community.  I get far more out of these Sundays with your children than I;m sure they get from me, and I’m 
truly grateful.

Rose Anzai:  My name is Rose Anzai and I am presently assisting Ms. JoAnn in preparing the second graders for their 
First Holy Communion. I was formerly working as a Director for Religious Education for the Korean Catholic Commu-
nity at St. Pius X Church.  I am married and have two daughters, one who is presently teaching  4th grade in our parish 
school. Since I was a catechist during my college years in Korea, I felt it was my calling to teach and share our faith with 
children and work in building the Kingdom of God.

“Go out to all the world and tell the Good News” is the response of our dynamic Religious Educators who have taken upon themselves 
the mission: To teach as Jesus did.  Their dedication of time, talent, and treasure can evidently be seen every Sunday as they enter their 
classrooms ready to share the love of God, the beauty of Scripture and the joy of prayer with their students from preschool through 
high school.  Here are some of our elementary school catechists sharing a little about themselves:

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION By Pam Falasco



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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SPELLATHON UPDATE

OLGC School is buzzing with excitement because of the great start to their fundraising 
initiative! Students are collecting pledges to support their efforts to study words for the 
Spellathon. About 25% of the school goal has been achieved. With 6 weeks left, there is 
great hope that we will be successful! Please visit our landing page: https://99pledges.
com/fund/ourladyofg11/   to pledge an amount to the school. Families with multiple 
children will surely appreciate the donations made by our parishioners. We also 
encourage you to share this information with the business or company you work for, as 
we are aware companies are always looking for a worthy place to contribute and make a 
difference. Our students are on standby ready to send unique and special gifts of thanks 
to our donors. Please call the school office after making a donation so we can properly 
send you a special gift as a token of our appreciation for your support! 455-4533. Test 
your iPhone’s new QR Reader feature by taking a photo of this code that will link you 
directly to our site.      

The school held a Celebration of Veterans on November 9th and had the pleasure of honoring 18 active and 
inactive veterans. Many of the veterans we honored are OLGC parishioners and the school community was 

very proud to learn how many honorable people we are connected to. This first annual school event is the perfect 
opportunity for students to share thanks with men and women who have committed to service. The special occa-
sion began with Mass, which was followed by a special blessing upon the veterans. The morning continued with a 
program of letters, poetry, and readings of essays by students of all grade levels. Preschoolers sang their rendition 
of “My Country Tis of Thee” and third graders recited a choral poem, “In Flanders Fields”.  Claire Taylor, mother 
of first grader, Jack, shared a special presentation about the special red poppies and its beautiful significance. The 
event concluded with a fellowship breakfast where the veterans enjoyed good company and special mementos 
made by the students. The school looks forward to this annual event to respect these wonderful role models. 
OLGC School salutes men and women who serve! 

CELEBRATION OF VETERANS

November 2017-December 2018



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2
7 a.m.  For the eternal repose of the soul of Daniel K. Sailer

5 p.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Faustino & Rosalina 
Respicio, Loretta Tabije & all souls, Rupert Pocock, Fr. 
Jack Niland & Barbara Ortiz

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Zillah Salcide.  Special intentions 

of Marieta, Ruskin & Meliton Bond. Thanksgiving to St. 
Anthony. For the eternal repose of the souls of Peter Le 
Sanh, Joaquim Tran Thai, Anna Nguyen, Uilani Keamo, 
Loretta Tabije & all souls & Baby Girl Travens

  
8:30 a.m. Blessings & thanksgiving for Jesse Salen & Cecelia 

R. Bustillo.  For the eternal repose of the souls of 
Pedro Bustillo, Mariano Ramos, Lucila Verzosa, Ester 
Concepcion & Daniel K. Sailer

11 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel
 
5 p.m. Birthday blessings & healing for Aiden Aetonu.  

Blessings for Perlita A. Agdinaoay
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
Special intentions of Christopher Crisologo. For the eternal repose of the 
souls of Loretta Tabije & all souls & Daniel K. Sailer

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5
For the eternal repose of the souls of Emilia Bong, Loretta Tabije & all 
souls, Richard Rizal Garo, Daniel K. Sailer & Louis “Buzzy” Agard

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
For the eternal repose of the souls of Loretta Tabije & all souls, Richard 
Rizal Garo, Daniel K. Sailer & Louis “Buzzy” Agard

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7 
For the eternal repose of the souls of Loretta Tabije & all souls, Richard 
Rizal Garo, Daniel K. Sailer & Louis “Buzzy” Agard

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 
6:30 a.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Zenaida    
  Guerrero, Richard Rizal Garo, Daniel K. Sailer &   
  Louis “Buzzy” Agard

8:15 a.m. For the eternal repose of the soul of Richard Rizal   
  Garo   

DECEMBER 2
Adam James Moniz 1977
Shirley Marie Silva 1979
Elsie Medeiros 1981
Stanley Binondo Sajot 1996
Judith Patria Miguel 1999
Conchita Bolahao Sucalit 2006
Cynthia Anne Fong 2015
Erwin Charles Arquette 2016
 
DECEMBER 3
Enos Loyal Fernandez Jr. 1979
Shirley Rallos Ramirez 2002
Ellen Liau Carroll 2006
Gimena Topinio Pascua 2007
Leo Joseph Aiello 2010
Jacqueline Jo-Ann Hashimoto 2014
Edmund Ikuo Sugawa 2016

DECEMBER 4
Jason Sible Imanil 1984
Francisco Gilva Gedorio 1996
Webster Paulo 1999
Paul Miller 2000

DECEMBER 5
Jacob Watanabe 1965
Marla Roberta Kantner 1967
Kenneth Sato 1973
Guillermo Alcaraz Valdez 1997
Taliloa Fuata 2006
Melody Sheridan Arensberg 2009
Maile Lourdes Domingo 2012

DECEMBER 6
Luis Dulay 1969
Alfredo Noble Daguio 1999
 
DECEMBER  7
Liola Johnson 1977
Thelma Garcia 1995
Alfred Wilson Suan 1999
Fredrick Hendrick Coester 2002

DECEMBER 8
Graciano Ramires 1971
Paul Gaiden Joy 1989
Clara Toledo 1994



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

The season of Advent is upon us, 
and in today’s Gospel Jesus delivers 
a simple message through the pen of 
Saint Mark:  “Be watchful!  Be Alert:”  
Christian stewards understand what 
Jesus meant when he said, “It’s 
like a man going away:  He leaves 
his house and puts his servants in 
charge,, each with his assigned 
task.”  Good stewards realize that 
to each one a task is asigned by 
God.  They have been gifted with 
unique relationships.  How do we 
respond to the tasks or cultivate our 
relationships in a way that keeps us 
alert for the return of Christ?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for November 25 & 26, 2017 $ 15,779.98
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 7,203.00
Loose Collections $ 3,591.98
Online Giving: November 20-24, 2017 $ 531.00
Thanksgiving Donation $ 4,454.00
Year to Date Budget $ 352,000.00
Year to Date Receipts $ 299,579.88 
Difference $ (52,420.12)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd            245         
          
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 694,971.23
Collections for November 25 & 26, 2017 $ 1,325.05
Online Giving:  November 20-24, 2017 $ 72.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,305,028.77)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 189,389.85
Collections for November 25 & 26, 2017 $ 470.00
Online Giving: November 20-24, 2017 $ 172.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 4,051.43
Campaign for Human Development $ 25.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 4
9:30 a.m.  Pearl City Nursing Home Mass Offsite
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 p.m. Baptism Class Center

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Vicariate Mtg PC 2
6 - 7 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC 2
6 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
6:30 - 9 p.m. Charismatic PG Church
 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7         
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
5 - 9 p.m. Scouts PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. YA Center

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 Immaculate Conception
6:30 a.m. Mass Church
8:15 a.m. Mass Church
10:15 - 11 a.m. School Rosary 
Church 
7 p.m.  Mass Church

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
8:30 a.m. Donald Ho Funeral Church
8:30 a.m. -12 p.m. Fellowship Ministry Meeting Center
8:30 a.m. - 9 p.m. YAFM - Arms PC 1
9 - 10:30 a.m. Children’s Choir Mtg Rm
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir PC 2
11 a.m. Ho Funeral Mass Church
3 p.m. Donald Ho Burial  Offsite
6 p.m.  Bethlehem Woods PC2

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
 Fellowship after all A.M. Masses PC1
 Bethlehem Woods after all Masses PC2
9 - 11 a.m. Children’s Choir Mtg Rm
12 - 2:30 p.m. YAFM - Arms Mtg Rm
12:15 p.m. Baptism Church
1 - 2:30 p.m. EM PC1
1 - 2:30 p.m. EM Church
2 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
5 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC 



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

Happy New Year!  A new liturgical year that is.  This 
weekend marks the beginning of the Season of Advent.  

This season is a time of joyful preparation and anticipation.  
It is also a season for penance.  The Universal Norms for 
the Liturgical Year and the Calendar teaches that, “Advent 
has a two-fold character, for it is a time of preparation for 
Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of the 
Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time 
when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to 
look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.  
For these reasons, Advent is a period of devout and expectant 
delight (39).”  You may have noticed the four candles added 
to the liturgical environment.  The tradition of the Advent 
Wreath remind us of the meaning of the season.  The four 
candles represent the four weeks of Advent.  The purple 
candles symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory 
sacrifices done during this season.  The rose candle, lit on 
the third Sunday of Advent, reminds us to rejoice because it 
is the midpoint of Advent, the preparations are almost done 
and Christmas is near.  It is appropriate to have an Advent 

Wreath at home as reminder to all the members of the 
family of the joyful hope of this Season.  Before you go full 
blast on your Christmas decorations at home, remember the 
Advent Season comes before the Christmas Season.  (Yes, 
there really are twelve days of Christmas!)

Word of the Week: Epiclesis- A Greek word derived 
from the verb “to call upon” or “to invoke.”  Epiclesis 

can refer to any petition or request, but it is most commonly 
used to refer to the section of the Eucharistic Prayer that 
asks the Holy Spirit to come upon the bread and wine and 
on the community.  In The Roman Missal, two epiclesis can 
be discerned in most of the Eucharistic Prayers, one called 
a consecratory epiclesis (before the Institution Narrative) 
and the other called a communion epiclesis (after the 
anamnesis).  Liturgical theology stresses the relationship 
between anamnesis (remembering) and epiclesis (invoking) 
and sees the link as a fundamental structure for all Christian 
prayer and sacramental activity. (Word of the Week from A 
Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. Smolarski, SJ, 
2017)

I was very impressed with a reflection I once heard from the late Father Eugene Boyle of the Bay Area in 
California.  For decades he was known as the “Social Justice Priest.”  He was a personal advisor of Cesar 
Chavez, the organizer of farm workers in the Central Valley of California.  He was the person that mayors 
and governors would consult when they needed advice about how to deal with racial tensions.  Father 
Boyle spoke about the many people he had met over the years who were dedicated to the downtrodden, to 
make life better for them.  But he said the ones who scared him the most were those who had no spiritual 
base, who did not pray, but who were activists simply to be activists.  He said they were so committed to 
a particular ideology that seemed good that they often failed to see the people they themselves oppressed 
in the process.  While they may have fed the hungry and given shelter to the homeless, it was not Christ 
they recognized in those in need, but their focus in the end was more on themselves.  This is why service 
of Christ the King and our awareness of his presence in the suffering and the poor leads to the fullness of 
life, while pure social service, while meeting some real needs, ends up draining life from the community.


