
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Zenit.org      December 3, 2017

Jesus exhorts us in the Gospel (Cf. Mark 
13:33-37) to take heed and watch, to be ready 
to receive Him the moment of his return.
 The person that takes heed is one 
that, in the noise of the world, doesn’t let 
himself be overwhelmed by distraction or by 
superficiality, but lives in a full and aware 
way, with concern first of all for others. With 
this attitude, we are aware of the tears and the 
needs of our neighbor and we can also grasp his 
human and spiritual capacities and qualities. 
The person that heeds then turns also to the 
world, trying to counter the indifference and 
cruelty in it, and rejoicing over the treasures of 
beauty that also exist and are guarded.
 The vigilant person is the one that receives 
the invitation to watch, namely, not to let himself 
be overcome by the sleep of discouragement, 
of lack of hope, of disappointment and, at the 
same time, rejects the solicitation of the many 
vanities that overflow in the world and behind 
which, sometimes, personal and family time 
and serenity are sacrificed.
 To be heedful and vigilant are the assump-
tions not to continue “wandering far from the 
Lord’s ways,” lost in our sins and in our infi-
delities. To be heedful and to be vigilant are 
the conditions to enable God to break into our 
existence, to restore meaning and value to it 

with His presence full of goodness and tender-
ness. May Mary Most Holy, model in waiting 
for God and icon of vigilance, guide us to en-
counter her Son Jesus, reviving our love for 
Him.

Pope Francis:  On the Meaning of Advent

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 9 & 10, 2017

This week’s Readings: Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11;  Psalm 85:9-14; 2 Peter 
3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8

Next week’s Readings: Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11; (Psalm) Luke 1:46-50, 
53-54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  John 1:6-8, 19-28

Papal Intention for December
The Elderly
That the elderly, sustained by families and 
Christian communities, may apply their wisdom 
and experience to spreading the faith and form-
ing the new generations.
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

The second Sunday of Advent invites us to 
ponder on the message of John the Baptist.  
He was the voice crying out in the wilderness, 

“prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths.”  He was a very faithful servant of God who 
announced the coming of salvation.  He lived a 
simple lifestyle in the wilderness.  He did not have 
any fancy clothes to wear nor a decorated platform 
to preach his message.  Despite of it all, people 
flocked to him and heeded his message to repent and 
were baptized.  That their baptism was their way of 
embracing the truth of the coming of the Lord to 
accept him wholeheartedly and make a big change in 
their lives.  In as much as many heeded his message, 
many as well rebuked and ignored him.  He was 
hated by the elders of the community that it led him 
to his martyrdom.  With his strong conviction and 
faith in God, he remained steadfast and faithful till 
the end of his life.
     In this season of Advent, his message resounds 
for us.  Not only that his message was meant for 
the Israelites but also his message is for every one 
of us today.  The voice of John the Baptist speaks 
to us across the ages and calls us to prepare a place 
for the Lord.  That place is no longer the manger in 
Bethlehem but the manger in our hearts.  A place 
wherein he can reside not only a single day but every 
single day.  To prepare the way of Lord in our hearts 
demands listening to what God is telling us and 

acting upon.  Of course we already know what God 
is telling us, that is, to live like His true sons and 
daughters.  In doing so, he calls us to be faithful and 
true that demands a substantial change in the way 
how we live our lives.  For bringing these changes 
can give an impact in our relationship with God, our 
neighbor and ourselves.  It calls us to remove any 
obstacles that prevent us from growing closer to him.  
It is to walk in the path of righteousness, humility, 
honesty, faithfulness, mercy, generosity and charity.
     We are blessed that we are always given an 
opportunity to do so.  God continues to give us chances 
and moments to change our lives for the better.  What 
better ways to meet our Lord as our judge other than 
having a reformed life and a converted heart?  A life 
deeply rooted in Gospel values.  John the Baptist was 
truly convinced of the coming of the Lord.  He shared 
this and called the people then to prepare.  During 
this season of Advent, may we also be convinced of 
his coming again so as to guide us through a true and 
meaningful preparation.  A preparation that is not 
only physical in nature but more that pertains to our 
human soul.
     In this season of Advent, John the Baptist’s voice 
resounds with an important call to prepare for Jesus’ 
way.  Jesus’ coming to us in time and celebrating it 
with devotion, his coming in glory when that day and 
time will come and his coming here and now as he is 
in our midst. ╬

A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

Lectors assist the priest celebrant in proclaiming the 
Word of God during the celebration of the Mass and 

other liturgical celebrations.
 The Lector Ministry is currently comprised of 30 
proclaimers. Generally we are assigned to proclaim the 
Word of God at one of the five weekly Masses, usually at 
the time we regularly attend Mass.  Parishioners with all 
sacraments intact that have a desire to proclaim the Word 
of God, need to fill out an application and be interviewed 
and endorsed by the Pastor.   Once that is completed, 
training and resource material will be issued.  
 Lectoring is a wonderful way to enhance our faith 
journey. Participating in the Liturgy is an honor and 
privilege that is held dear by every lector. Julia Cabatu, 
if not the longest active lector, is very close to it. She 
proclaims the Word of God very effectively at the 
Sunday morning 8:30 A.M. Mass.  Phillip Cyr is another 
outstanding lector. Phillip is in his third year as a lector.  
He proclaims the Word of God at the Sunday afternoon 5 
P.M. Mass.   Here are some insights they shared.
 Julia responded to the call for parishioners to join 
ministries along with her husband back in 1973. She 
and her husband became involved in many endeavors 
within the church, including clubs, ministries and retreats.  
Cursillo, especially inspired her and her husband to be more 
involved in God’s work.  Balancing family responsibilities 
with children became a little more manageable as the 
children grew.  Back when Julia began, lectors not only 
had to proclaim the Word, but afterwards, had to explain 
in their own words what the readings meant.  She could 
not overemphasize the stress that presented.   She took 
it upon herself to join Toastmasters in addition to going 
to church trainings and workshops to help her be the 
best lector she could be.  She shared that one of her most 

memorable experiences was 
lectoring at Bishop Ferrario’s 
installation mass at the Blaisdell 
Center.  Julia has been a leader 
and dedicated an amazing 44 
years to the Lord as a lector in 
our Parish, and still going! In 
Julia’s words, “It is not hard 
because God is at my side at all 
times. Time flies when doing the 
Lord’s work.”  We are blessed 
to have her.
  Phillip is a sophomore majoring in accounting 
at UH Manoa.  He became a lector in 2014 while still a 
junior in high school.  Phillip heard the call to be lector 
during his Confirmation Mass.  Encouraged by our Youth 
Director Laurie Munoz to try it. He did and he does it 
well. In his own words Phillip said “Being a lector has 
been a rewarding experience since it has allowed me 
to stay connected to my faith 
throughout some of the busiest 
years of my life.  Additionally, 
it is my way of giving back to 
the community that I have been 
a part of since I was a child.  I 
encourage any youth, young 
adults or other parishioners to 
also consider becoming a lector 
both to further their own faith 
and to help out the community 
that they belong to.”
  These are just two of the dedicated servants of the 
lector ministry.  Might you be the next?

LECTOR MINISTRY  By Bob Sabatini

Darlene Cabanas lectoring at 5 p.m. Sunday Mass 



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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Our Lady of Good Counsel Students are lifelong learners who read for 
enjoyment and learning, demonstrate basic knowledge in all subjects, 

and use study, research, and technology skills. OLGC School recognizes 
physical education and gardening as important subjects which also require 
the lifelong learning skills. Ms. Donna Daligcon has been the school’s 
physical education teacher for over 25 years and she’s always applied a 
challenging curriculum for students to learn physical education (PE). Aside 
from exercising, learning sportsmanship, and rules to sports games, students 
are given assignments which require study, research, and technology 
skills too! Ms. Daligcon integrates these basic student skills with her PE 
curriculum through projects like the Healthy Lifestyle Coast of Arms, 
current event reflections, Live Pono tasks. These assignments certainly 
assess the students’ lifelong learner abilities.
 Most recently, Ms. Daligcon took on a new role as the school’s garden 
organizer. A few months ago, school parents helped to clear overgrown 
brush and weeds. Ms. Daligcon instantly noticed an area’s potential to 
be a wonderful garden space. She partnered with Mr. Rodel Eleccion to 
prepare a school garden. Together, they worked tirelessly to make sure the 
students of OLGC would have a plot of land where they can experience the 
benefits, joys, and pride to have a place for growing. After a couple months 
of preparation and planning, the first plants were placed following a special 
blessing by Father Pascual. PE classes are already being tasked to ‘malama’ 
or care for the land and becoming knowledgeable of healthy foods and how 
it can be grown properly in the garden. Students are quickly learning the 
physical demands to maintain a garden! It’s surely a workout! The school 
is proud to have this opportunity to grow and everyone looks forward to the 
fruits of labor and community.

LIFELONG LEARNERS



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
7 a.m.  Special intentions for Lisa Saito & Winnie Lee. Blessings 

for Perlita A. Agdinaoay & Aiden Aetonu. For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Daniel K. Sailer, Richard Rizal 
Garo, Louis “Buzzy” Agard, Ernest Puni Espinosa, 
Kapono Lau & Richard Palmyra

5 p.m. Birthday blessings for Maxine Derige.  For the eternal 
repose of the souls of Eufemia Arios & Pablo Winefredo 
Echalar

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
6:30 a.m.  Special intentions for Ruskin, Marieta & Meliton Bond. 

For the eternal repose of the soul of Richard Rizal Garo 
 

8:30 a.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Sandra Tabisola 
Sloke, Eufemia Arios, William Bradley Ben & Margarite 
Bulan

11 a.m. Birthday blessings for Estelita Jennings.  For the eternal 
repose of the soul of Pablo Winefredo Echalar 

 
5 p.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
For the eternal repose of the of the souls of Richard Rizal Garo & William 
Bradley Ben

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
For the eternal repose of the souls of Richard Rizal Garo, Richard P. Lee 
Jr., Pablo Winefredo Echalar & William Bradley Ben

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13
For the eternal repose of the souls of Tommy Terreros, Pablo Winefredo 
Echalar & William Bradley Ben

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14 
For the eternal repose of the souls of Pablo Winefredo Echalar & William 
Bradley Ben

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 
Healing for Elvie Pascual.  For the eternal repose of the souls of Pablo 
Winefredo Echalar & William Bradley Ben 

DECEMBER 9
Robert Lloyd Duncan 1974
Selena Anela O’Kalani Su’a 2002
Franklin Corrigidor Ramos 2015
Eloise Constance Camara 2016

DECEMBER 10
Isabelo Lazaro 1977
William Fernandez Neves 1994
Hilda Cruz 1995
George Sebastian Vierra 2002
Bernadad Ariota Bueno 2015
Thelma Nitta 2016

DECEMBER 11
Margaret Mildred Babcock 1985
Ernest Palmyra 1991
Jean Hashimoto 1992
Ponciano Duclayan 1995
Harry Nicholas Morales 2013

DECEMBER 12
John Domingo Eguires 1969
Benjamin Chong 1981
Glenda Nabal 1990
Antonio Mendoza 1992
Sharyn Ann De Kneef 1996
Santiago Piscusa 2000
Howard Hisashi Rabacal 2004
Allan Arriba Tanud 2007
Wilfred Anthony Kalani Ho 2007
Permito Villanueva 2007
Christina Paaina Cui 2011

DECEMBER 13 
Albert Kia 1976
Lester Howard Ribiero 1986
Setsu Taniguchi 1987
Mary Frances Yap  1988
Gregory Martin Corotan 1996
Ricardo Caballes Herodies 2004
Jordan Anthony Corpuz 2007
Felix Tomas Echavaria 2013

DECEMBER  14 
Nina Pereira Costodio 1960
Joaquin Furtado 1968
Adoracion Santos 1995
Daniel Caridad Alcaraz Sr. 1997
Chrisopher Mau 2001
Charles Freitas Jr. 2004
Edwin Charles Florendo 2009
Maria Caridad Cagaoan 2014

DECEMBER 15
Alejandro Salcedo 1971
William Tavares 1976
Carrie Fernandes Mascoto Spencer 1986
Fallon Fagaragan 2007



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

Today’s second reading is about Christ’s 
coming again, “The day of the Lord,” 
Peter calls it, but the day isn’t December 
25th.  It’s that other day, that second-
coming-day about which Peter is 
concerned.  He waits with great hope 
and anticipation for God to remake the 
earth into a place of perfect justice and 
peace.  And he sets some demanding 
goals for the Christian community as it 
awaits that final day of accounting and 
reconciliation:  strive to be at peace, 
without spot or blemish.  Christian 
stewards work for peace.  As we await 
the coming of Christmas, what can 
we do to promote peace in our homes, 
workplaces, community and world?

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for December  2 & 3, 2017 $ 13,924.65
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 9,027.05
Loose Collections $ 3,508.60
Online Giving: November 27-December 1, 2017 $ 1,261.00
Thanksgiving Donation $ 128.00
Year to Date Budget $ 368,000.00
Year to Date Receipts $ 313,504.53 
Difference $ (54,495.47)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd            250         
          
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 696,093.48
Collections for December 2 & 3, 2017 $ 1,005.25
Online Giving:  November 27-December 1, 2017 $ 117.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,303,906.52)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 187,287.85
Collections for December 2 & 3, 2017 $ 48.00
Online Giving: November 27-December 1, 2017 $ 187.00
Church Maintenance Expense $ (1,177.05)
Church Maintenance Expense $ (1,159.95)

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 190.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 11
8:15 a.m. - 2 p.m. School Rehearsal Church
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. Knights of Columbus Center

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12
5 - 9 p.m. AHG PC
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
7 - 9 p.m. Neocatechumenal Way Mtg Rm

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. School Rehearsal Church
10 a.m. School Penance Service Church
6 - 7 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
6:30 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group Church
7 p.m. PPC Center
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14         
8:15 a.m. - 2 p.m. School Rehearsal Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15 
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Advent Program Church
10:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. School PC
3 p.m. Misa de Gallo Set-Up PC
7 - 9 p.m. Reflections Choir Church

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir PC2
11 a.m. 50th Wedding Anniversary Mass Church
6 p.m. Pauline Bookstore Center

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
 5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Church                            
                             Pauline Bookstore after every Mass Center
12 - 2 p.m. YAFM - Arms School
12 - 2 p.m. Cohesiveness PC1
12:30 - 1:30 p.m. Health Ministry Mtg Rm
2 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
5 - 9 p.m. CYM (HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

We return now to our discussions of the structure of 
the Mass, its elements, and its parts.  The last time 

I wrote on the parts of the mass, I discussed the offertory 
or preparation of the gifts.  This week we come to the 
part of the Mass in the Liturgy of the Eucharist called the 
Eucharistic Prayer.  The prayer is a prayer of thanksgiving 
and sanctification.  In this prayer, “the Priest calls upon 
the people to lift up their hearts towards the Lord in prayer 
and thanksgiving; he associates the people with himself 
in the Prayer that he addresses in the name of the entire 
community to God the Father through Jesus Christ in the 
Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, the meaning of this Prayer is that 
the whole congregation of the faithful joins with Christ in 
confessing the great deeds of God and in the offering of 
Sacrifice.  The Eucharistic Prayer requires that everybody 
listens to it with reverence and in silence (GIRM, 78).”  
It is at this point in the Mass that the events of the Cross 
is made present.  That is why we kneel during most of the 
Eucharistic Prayer.  During this prayer the Holy Spirit comes 
down to consecrate the gifts, offered by human hands, into 

the Christ’s Body and Blood. At the end of the prayer, the 
concluding doxology expresses the glorification of God and 
it is affirmed and concluded by the people’s acclamation of 
the Great Amen.

Word of the Week: Eucharistic Prayer - The central 
prayer of the Mass.  It is an act of thanksgiving, 

praise, blessing, and consecration.  It corresponds to Jesus’ 
act of blessing during the Last Supper, the second of the 
fourfold actions of taking, blessing, breaking, and giving 
by which the Eucharist is often described.  The Eucharistic 
Prayer is the form of the sacrament; the words of Christ 
(“This is my Body…this is the chalice of my Blood…”) are 
essential.  The Eucharistic Prayer includes a thanksgiving to 
God for the work of salvation, an acclamation, the Sanctus, 
an epiclesis, the Institution Narrative and consecration, the 
anamnesis, the oblation or offering of the memorial to God, 
together with the sacrifice of the assembly, the intercessions, 
prayers for the whole Church, and the final doxology. (Word 
of the Week from A Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis 
C. Smolarski, SJ, 2017)

We hear all the time that texting and driving do not mix.  For the second or two we take our eyes off the 
road could be the exact second a hazard suddenly presents itself, or we realize we are becoming a hazard 
to others.  Stay alert!  Have you ever burned anything you were cooking because just for a moment you 
were distracted and forgot what you had in the toaster, on the stove, or in the oven?  Has anyone ever 
started out with a strong relationship with someone, whether in marriage or friendship, a relationship that 
is joyful and life-giving for both people, then find after a while that you have drifted apart because you 
simply neglected to stay in touch with each other?  We have witnessed a steady deterioration of many 
things in our country:  cooperative relationships among the various races; respect for life in all its stages; 
trivialization of sex and relationships; the breakdown of family life.  These things did not just happen 
overnight, but they eroded little by little over many years and decades because we did not pay sufficient 
attention to them early on, and now it is extremely more difficult to bring them back to where they should 
be.  There are many reasons why this Advent season is a reminder that we need to stay alert, awake, at-
tuned to what is happening around us and within us, so that we can respond with all that God has given us.


