
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin) According to Pope Francis, a Christian 

can’t just be a good person and skip 
Mass on Sundays, because it is the 

Eucharist that provides the nourishment 
needed to truly live the Gospel well in our 
daily lives.
     “How can we respond to those who say 
that there is no need to go to Mass, not even 
on Sundays, because what is important is to 
live well, to love our neighbors?” the Pope 
said Dec. 13. “It is true that the quality of the 
Christian life is measured by the capacity to 
love,” as Jesus says in the Gospels, he said.
     Pope Francis spoke during his Wednesday 
general audience, during which he continued 
his weekly catechesis on the Mass and 
Eucharist, focusing on the reasons why we 
must go to Mass every Sunday, besides the 
fact that it is a law of the Church, which he 
said is important, but “not enough alone.” 
 Instead we must go deeper: “We Christians 
need to participate in Sunday Mass because 
only with the grace of Jesus, with His living 
presence in us and among us, can we put into 
practice His commandment, and thus be His 
credible witnesses,” he said.The Eucharist and 
Mass, he said, are where we find our strength 
for daily life.

 Without it, Christians “are condemned 
to be dominated by the fatigue of everyday 
life.” Often consumed by worries and fears, 
this weekly meeting is where Christ gives us 
the strength to live each day with courage and 
with hope.
 He explained how participating in the 
Eucharistic communion with Jesus here on 
earth helps us to anticipate heaven, where it 
will be “Sunday without sunset”: no more 
tears, grief, or pain, but only “the joy of living 
fully and forever with the Lord.”

POPE FRANCIS: THINK ‘BEING GOOD’ IS 
ENOUGH? IT’S NOT. GO TO MASS

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 16 & 17, 2017

This week’s Readings: Isaiah 61: 1-2a, 10-11; (Psalm) Luke 1:46-50, 
53-54; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24;  John 1:6-8, 19-28
 
Next week’s Readings: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12,14a,16; Psalm 89:2-5, 
27, 29; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

Catholic News Agency   December 13, 2017
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND Fr. PASCUAL ABAYA IV

The third Sunday of Advent calls us into the 
spirit of rejoicing.  The great day of salvation 
which is the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ is 

coming near.  Also known as the “Gaudete Sunday”, 
derived from the Latin phrase “Gaudete Dominum”, 
it means “Rejoice in the Lord”, and it is from the 
entrance antiphon on this Sunday’s liturgy.  As 
we are moving along in the spirit of preparation 
and anticipation of our Advent journey, the Lord 
continues to invite us to a more profound way of 
meeting with Him and celebrating His birth.
     All the Readings in our Liturgy of the Word give 
us such gladness of heart.  To bring glad tidings 
to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives and release to the prisoners 
and to announce a year of favor from the Lord and a 
day of vindication by our God are words that express 
and are filled up with hope and joy.  It brings so 
much comfort to know and be assured that Someone 
will come to make this into fulfillment.  Although 
we may be hearing the same tone from last Sunday’s 
celebration of John the Baptist proclaiming to prepare 
the way of the Lord, St. John’s Gospel presents the 
Baptist more as one who would testify to Jesus.  This 
is where we can draw our reflection as we continue 
our Advent Journey.
     As we observe what is happening in our world 
today, it seems that there is no end to violence and 
danger.  Families continue to be torn apart and the 
dignity of marriage is damaged due to man-made 
laws.  Even our firm beliefs in the Gospel truths are 

compromised because of the relative truths people 
embrace.  With all the many problems our world is 
facing today, what do you think can happen for the 
next generations to come?  There seems to no more 
hope.  No more peace.  No more love.  No more joy.  
But wait!
     We, who are men and women of faith, can still 
do something.  Like Isaiah, St. Paul and John the 
Baptist, Jesus calls us to be the voice crying out into 
the world.  To bring His message and make it alive 
every single day.  He, who lives and stays with us, is 
our source of inspiration to be heralds of joy in the 
midst of these difficulties we experience.
     The best and first place that we can fulfill this 
mission is our home.  For a family that is strong in 
their relationship in Jesus can give an impact to other 
families.  When families are strong in Jesus, it surely 
can affect the neighborhood, the Church, the nation 
and the world.
     Advent ushers us into a deeper realization of who 
we are and what our mission is.  Not only that we 
hear the Word of God but also to proclaim it.  We 
are the living witnesses of Jesus today.  Let us not 
stay idle, weary or fearful.  Let us have the courage 
like Isaiah, Paul and John the Baptist who faithfully 
carried out their mission.  Although they experienced 
hardships and agony fulfilling their tasks, they did 
not falter for they know that God was always with 
them and they knew from their heart that there is 
such joy in sacrificing oneself for Him.  ╬

HERALDS OF JOY



MINISTRY CORNER
“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”PAGE 3

“Notice how the flowers grow.  They do not 
toil or spin.  But I tell you, not even Solomon 
in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
them. “  Luke 12:27 

Do you sometimes wonder who upkeeps 
and maintains the beautiful and col-

orful garden in the church surroundings 
including the plants, shrubs and the grass 
areas? 
 These are some of the volunteers who 
work relentlessly, rain or shine, to make 
all this possible.  Although they don’t have 
an official ministry of their own, they take 
it upon themselves to ensure the church 
grounds are properly maintained and the 
flowers, plants and shrubs are well taken 
care of.  Let us thank all these hardworking 
volunteers who generously share their 
time, talent and treasure in beautifying 
OLGC’s surroundings!

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME,  
TALENT & TREASURE – 
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE

Left to right: Cecilia Agcaoili & Lydia Sugitan - upkeep 
garden patches on the front entrance & at the courtyard 
entrance of the church.

Kapur Rewein originally from Chuuk,mows 
grass around office building & rectory. Started 
volunteering 4 months ago.

Jay Asentista mows & waters grass in front of Adoration 
Chapel, street front of church & surrounding area as needed. 
 “All for the glory of God.”

BM Eric originally from Chuuk, mows grass around office 
building & rectory. Started volunteering 4 months ago.

Mary Jane Kaholokula. “ I have been a volun-
teer for 17 years helping in the maintenance 
& beautification of the street front areas of 
OLGC. I find joy working for the church. God 
has blessed me with so much so I do what I 
can in return for all what He has given me. I 
work here twice a week or more as needed.”

Rocky Phynit, originally from Chuuk, has 
been a volunteer for 2 years, helping in the 
upkeep of the grounds around church, office 
& rectory.

Lita Olegario & Priscilla Frilles have been volunteers for 
the upkeep of the grotto for 3 -1/2 years. “ Maintaining 
& decorating the Blessed Mother’s grotto has been very 
rewarding for both of us. It helps us use our imagination 
& creativity. The end-result is so tangible, fulfilling & 
motivating. Doing this work makes us appreciate more the 
beauty of nature through plants & flowers. We thank the 
Lord for blessing us with the time & talent that we can in 
turn share with others.”

Nino & Singiora Rewein, husband & wife team, have 
been volunteers for 19 years. “We help in the upkeep of the 
church grounds and the garbage bin area also. We want to 
help the church by sharing our time & talent in maintain-
ing the church grounds. We both feel blessed working for 
the Lord. We did the same work back in Chuuk & we want 
to continue doing this as long as we are able to.”Cecelia Bustillo - “ I’ve been a volunteer for 

7 years maintaining the garden patches in 
front of the Parish office, the garden where the 
Sacred Heart statue stands & the back of the 
Pastoral Center. It makes me happy & proud 
to see the beautiful flowers of different colors 
bloom. I do this to thank the Lord for all He 
has given my husband & me.”



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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Let me start out by saying that I am a proud product of Our Lady of Good Counsel School (“OLGCS”). 
However, since I am one of the “senior” alumnus sharing my experiences, I think that an insight as to 

my perspective might be a little interesting.
 I attended our school back in the 60s and 70s, beginning with first grade, and graduating in the eighth 
grade. In those days, there were no kindergarten or pre-school classrooms, and the concrete building was 
bare cement; and not the blue that we are familiar with today. As a matter of fact, most of the teaching 
staff and principal were comprised of the Sisters of St. Francis. At one point, their convent was actually 
located “off campus” with stairs leading onto the Church grounds. And back in those days, our priests 
were known by their last names (Monsignor Marzen, Fathers Sabog, Eikmeier, Freitas, and McNichol), 
and some even served Mass with their backs to the congregation.
 Yes, things were very different then. But one thing has not changed, and that is the school’s philosophy 
in providing its students with a meaningful Catholic education. I can remember as a first grader where 
Sister Charlene required us on Mondays, to give a brief synopsis of the of the Sunday homily. Imagine 
those expectations of a first grader! However, that taught me to pay attention during Mass, and to focus 
on its message. That was something that has carried on in my life decades later. 
 And there were those religion classes that helped me to understand the teachings of the Bible, and the 
mysteries of our Catholic faith. Prayers were engrained in my mind and my heart, and the sacraments of 
Penance, Holy Communion, and Confirmation became a normal part of my spiritual life.
 As far as education goes, I remember the no-nonsense expectations in class, and the daily homework 
throughout my grade school years. I remember Sister Lea Christopher pushing me in math, and Sister 
Jeanette with her tough sessions on English grammar. And while all of this seemed like ridiculous tasks 
at the time, I later realized how those disciplines allowed me to further my educational opportunities at 
Saint Louis High School, the University of Washington, and Chaminade University.
 In retrospect, I look back on what OLGCS has done for me, how it has affected my approach to life 
and my personal values; and I am eternally grateful. I am especially thankful to my parents, for having 
foresight and a willingness to sacrifice a part of their lives, so that they could better mine with a premium 
Catholic educational background. This in turn, has given me the impetus to actively participate in the 
various parish ministries, as a way of personally giving back to our school and Church, and to positively 
influence the youth of my family. And I sincerely hope that by this testimony, one day, another product of 
our school may present their own statement as to their own success, and how they have benefited from a 
wonderful Catholic educational experience.

PROUD OLGC SCHOOL “SENIOR” 
ALUMNUS PATRICK AJIROGI



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our schedule.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16
5 a.m.  For the etenal repose of the souls of Adela Llena & 

Teodolfo Llena
 
5 p.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Joselito, George, 

Pedro & Marcelina Respicio, Pablo Winefredo Echalar, 
William Bradley Ben & Daniel K. Sailer

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17
5 a.m.

6:30 a.m.  For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel
 
8:30 a.m. Special intentions for Mitchell Chang & Lianne Chang. 

For the eternal repose of the souls of William Bradley 
Ben, Cecilia Arceo Cruz & Agnes Akiko Amuro

11 a.m. For the eternal repose of the soul of Pablo Winefredo 
Echalar 

 
5 p.m. Special intentions of Marieta, Meliton & Ruskin Bond.

For the eternal repose of the soul of Danel K.Sailer
 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
For the eternal repose of the of the souls of William Bradley Ben, Adriano 
Sajonia & Daniel K. Sailer

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
For the eternal repose of the souls of William Bradley Ben, Daniel K. 
Sailer & Eugene Malalis, Jr.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
For the eternal repose of the souls of William Bradley Ben & Daniel 
K.Sailer

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21 
For the eternal repose of the souls of William Bradley Ben, Daniel K. 
Sailer & Patsy Mau

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 
Special intentions & blessings for France Morris.  For the eternal repose 
of the souls of Agnes G. Marsh, Teofilo Aricayos Roylo, William Bradley 
Ben, John Kang & Daniel K. Sailer 

DECEMBER 16
Francisco Sabagala 1969
Diego Suan Tina 1982
Maxwell Karam Jr. 1988
Zachary Russell Malulani Karam 1988
James Navor 1993
Michael Lapitan Ibarra 2000
Pilar Torres 2002
Melvin Kin Hong Mun 2002

DECEMBER 17
Pedro Daru 1969
Chester Hanawahine 1973
John Gomes Duarte Jr. 1986
Cynthia Corotan 1988

DECEMBER 18
Joseph Andre Sousa 1966
George Ray Taitano 1977
Henry See Mun Young 1985
Jesus Jesse Toledo 1985
Matilda Mero Ramos 1989
Dionicio Galata 2001
Henry Mikio Sumida 2011

DECEMBER 19
Andrea Leimolani Gulliford 1958
Annie Marylouise Duarte 1968
Marie Chaffee 1968
Bernandina Calizo 1976
Steven Silva Barros 1983
Guillermo Halmos 1993
Rupert Joe Pocock 2009
Eugene Malalis Jr. 2013

DECEMBER 20 
Jose Borja Calderon Sr. 1980
Lillian Chiyoe Sudo 1985
William Hughes 1987
Mary Cunningham 1996
Henry McCann 2001
Floriano Acosta 2008
Evelyn Nejal Dawinan 2013

DECEMBER  21 
Meafou Vai Vai 1972
Vernon Santos 1973
Jose Valdez Imanil 1981
Janice Palma Seson 1982
Dorotia Vicoy Tabosa 1994
Beatrice Eleanor Oliviera 1997
Bermadetta Risnoff 2000
Clarence Edward Souza 2006
Janet Kazue Cabanilla 2015

DECEMBER 22
Joseph Foster 1971
Teofilo Roylo 1976
Felicidad Martalez Galvez 1988
Agnes Gertrude Marsh 1992
Hugo Wong 2005
John Kang 2013
Morris William Angelo 2015



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP
MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

In today’s second reading Paul concludes 
his letter to the Christian community at 
Thessalonica by providing it with actions 
to take as they wait for the return of the 
Lord.  The first action is to rejoice always 
and give thanks in all circumstances.  
This sounds easy but it’s not.  The two 
words that make this task difficult are 
“always” and “all”.  This means giving 
thanks and rejoicing even when our 
circumstances are not always moments 
of joy and thanksgiving, or when we 
are confronted with a broken world.  
Prayerful stewards rejoice and give 
thanks in all circumstances because they 
are people of hope.  A good reflection 
this week would be how the season of 
Advent can give you reason to hope.

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for December  9 & 10, 2017 $ 19,246.55
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 9,570.00
Loose Collections $ 3,479.20
Online Giving: December 4-8, 2017 $ 2,716.00
Immaculate Conception                                                       $       3,441.35
Miscellaneous Holiday Donations                                       $               40.00                                                
Year to Date Budget                                                             $      384,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 332,751.08
Difference  $ (51,248.92) 
Number of Tithing Envelopes Rcvd         243
                           
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 696,823.48
Collections for December 9 & 10, 2017 $ 363.00 
Online Giving:  December 4 - 8, 2017 $ 367.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,303,176.52)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 190,379.85
Collections for December 9 & 10, 2017 $ 2,520.00
Online Giving: December 4 - 8, 2017 $ 572.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 25.00
Retirement Fund for Religious $ 3,466.50



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Rev. Deacon Thomas Miyashiro
Rev. Deacon Efrain Andrews
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18
5 a.m.  Misa de Gallo Mass Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
7 p.m. Baptism Class Center

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Mass Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
5 - 9 p.m. AHG PC1
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
7 - 9 p.m. Christmas Choir Church

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Mass Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. Outreach Center
7 - 9 p.m. Filipino Ministry Center
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21         
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Mass Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
5 - 6:15 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6:30 -7 p.m. Neocatechmenal Way PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m. Christmas Choir Church
7 - 9 p.m. YA Center

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22 Office Closed 
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Mass Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
4 - 7 p.m. Advent Penance Prep PC/Center
7 p.m. Advent Penance Service  Church/PC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Mass Church
5 - 9 a.m. Misa de Gallo Fellowship PC
8 a.m. Hoffman Wedding Church
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir Church
1:30 - 3 p.m. Y & YA Choir Church
5 p.m. Mass Church

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24
5 a.m. Misa de Gallo Mass Church
6:30 a.m. Mass (Regular Sunday Mass) Church
8:30 a.m. Mass (Regular Sunday Mass) Church
11 a.m. Mass (Regular Sunday Mass) Church
12:15 p.m. Baptism Church
5 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass Church
8 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass Church



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
     
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

Yes, you have to go to Mass twice this Christmas 
(Sunday and Monday).  Although Christmas 

Eve falls on the Fourth Sunday of Advent this year, 
the Sunday evening Masses does not count for both 
the Sunday obligation and Monday’s Christmas Mass 
obligation.  According to the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Divine Worship, “when 
consecutive obligations occur on Saturday-Sunday or 
Sunday-Monday, the faithful must attend Mass twice to 
fulfill two separate obligations.”  But obligations shouldn’t 
be the only reason for going to Mass.  “It would be hoped, 
of course, that Catholics foster a love for the sacred liturgy 
and hold a desire to celebrate the holy days as fully as is 
reasonably possible,” the committee stated.  The love for 
the celebration of the Eucharist should be the primary 
reason for coming to worship.  The Eucharist is where we 
are nourished, grow in holiness, and come to love God and 

our neighbor.  See you on the Fourth Sunday of Advent and 
the Nativity of the Lord!
Mass Guide:  
Fourth Sunday of Advent (Sunday Obligation) -
Dec. 23 @5pm, Dec. 24 @5am, 6:30am, 8:30am, and 
11am.  Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Obligation) -
Dec. 24 @5pm, 8pm, Dec. 25 @12am(Midnight), 6:30am, 
8:30am, and 11am.

Word of the Week:  Concomitance-The doctrine that 
teaches that Christ is fully present under each of the 

Eucharistic species.  Thus, a communicant who receives 
Holy Communion under the form of bread alone or wine 
alone receives both the Body and Blood of Christ, not only 
the Body of Christ or the Blood of Christ.  (Word of the 
Week from A Glossary of Liturgical Terms by Dennis C. 
Smolarski, SJ, 2017)

Jesus does come with his message, “Turn away from sin,” but he continues, “and believe in the Good News!”  
When we make straight the way for Jesus, he will comfort his people, speak tenderly to us, and take away 

our sins.  We may miss the thrill of sin, but we will be submerged in the joy of knowing his love.  No more will 
there be the momentary thrill followed by guilt and emptiness.  There will be lasting joy and gladness, even 
when we have to engage in the very hard work of filling in our valleys of selfishness and bringing down our 
mountains of pride.  If we allow ourselves to be completely embraced by this shepherd who feeds his flock 
and gathers the lambs into his arms, we will soon discover that our hard work of repentance may not bring 
the momentary thrills, but it will bring much greater harmony and peace to our own lives and to all the world.
 Once we allow ourselves to be soaked – baptized – into the Holy Spirit that Jesus pours out upon us, then 
we will want to go up on a high mountain to be the heralds of these glad tidings, to cry out at the top of our 
voices, “Here is your God, who comes to save!”  And when others see the joy in our hearts, they may be more 
willing to abandon the emptiness of sin with its high thrills and its deep valleys of emptiness.  They may be 
moved to turn to themselves to prepare the way of the Lord, knowing that they will have the joy of his embrace.
.


