
Our Lady of  Good Counsel Parish
1525 Waimano Home Rd, Pearl City, HI 96782

Phone: 808.455.3012 Fax: 808.456.9443 www.olgcchurch.org  olgc@hawaii.rr.com

MISSION 

Our  Lady of Good Counsel 
is a Christ-centered Parish 
enlightened by the Holy 
Spirit, guided by the 
Scriptures, Tradition and 
the Sacraments of the 
Holy Catholic Church; 
through the Stewardship of 
time, talent and treasure, 
seeking to renew and 
maintain love, family 
unity and Christian values 
throughout the community.

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m.

Saturday: 7:00 a.m.

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 
(Fulfills Sunday Obligation)

Sunday: 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 
11:00 a.m. & 5:00 p.m.

SACRAMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Open 24 Hours a Day - 

7 Days a Week

Thursday Before First Friday
Holy Hour at 7:00 p.m.

First Friday Mass 
Sacred Heart Devotion

Mass at 6:30 a.m.
(unless noted in bulletin)

POPE URGES BELIEVERS TO BE HOLY IN 
EVERYDAY LIFE
Pope Francis urged Christians to live their lives with love and to bear witness to 
Christ in everything they do.

He said one of the most mature fruits 
that is borne from our communion with 

Christ is our commitment to show charity 
towards our neighbor, and to love our 
brothers and sisters with self-sacrifice, just 
as Jesus loved us.
 Pope Francis explained that the charity 
of a true believer is not the result of 
strategies; it does not arise from external 
solicitations, from social or ideological 
demands, but from the encounter with Jesus 
and from “remaining” in Jesus.
 “For us, he is the vine from which we 
absorb the sap, that is, the “life” that we 
bring into society: a different way of living 
and spending, which puts the last in the first 
place” he said.
 The Pope held up the example of the 
Saints but encouraged those present to 
pursue holiness in their everyday lives.
 “To be holy does not require being a 
bishop, a priest or a religious.  We are all 
called to be holy by living our lives with 
love and by bearing witness in everything 
we do, wherever we find ourselves” he said.

 The Pope concluded saying that every 
activity - work and rest, family and social 
life, the exercise of political, cultural and 
economic responsibilities - if lived in union 
with Jesus and with an attitude of love and 
service, is an opportunity to live baptism 
and evangelical holiness to the full.

This week’s Readings:   Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48;  Psalm 98:1-4; 
1 John 4:7-10;  John 15:9-17

Next week’s Readings:  Acts 1:1-11;  Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9;  Ephesians 1:17-23 
or Ephesians 4:1-13 or  4:1-7, 11-13;  Mark 16:15-20 

SIXTH SUNDAY  OF EASTER
May 5 & 6, 2018

Vatican News  April 29, 2018

Papal Intention for May 
The Mission of Laity
That the lay faithful may fulfill their specific mission 
by responding with creativity to the challenges that 
face the world today.
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK
REVEREND PASCUAL ABAYA IV

Jesus taught His disciples to always draw their 
hearts and minds to His commands.  As witnessed 
by His way of life and love, He set a model for all 
those who would follow Him to live the same.  All 
throughout Jesus’ ministry, He stressed the word 
LOVE.  He did not only say this, but manifested it in 
His Passion, Death and Resurrection.  It was because 
He experienced the love that the Father had for Him 
and Him to the Father.  And that Jesus shared this 
love to His disciples.  For His disciples to have this 
kind of love, He said, “Remain in My Love.”
     Jesus’ words were not only meant for His disciples 
then.  His words are meant for us now.  He commands 
us to remain in His love to be able to bring about 
goodness into our life, our families, our communities 
and our world.  This is why the Son of God came 
into the world to bring us back to the goodness of 
God, who is LOVE itself.  But it shouldn‘t be the 
sentimental kind of love.  It is not the kind of love 
that one would normally feel towards another person 
because of physical attraction.  Nor, it is the kind of 
love that one attaches to himself or herself because 
of riches or power.  But, it is the love that is true, 
ready for a person to commit and follow His ways 
and commands.  A love that enables the lover to 
sacrifice for his or her beloved.  One who would not 
even prioritize himself or herself for the sake of the 
other but rather, a love that demands faithfulness 
regardless of anything, a love that demands totality 
and wholeness of being that calls one to immense 

sacrifice for the other just as Jesus did.
     It is so interesting that last week, we heard Jesus 
telling His disciples to “remain in Him.”  Now, 
we hear Him say, “remain in My love.”  The word 
“remain” connotes not just a physical presence 
but deeper than what it means, that is to accept, to 
embrace, to receive and to be in the mind and heart 
of Him, who loves unconditionally, Jesus.  Jesus 
manifested this kind of love not only by word but 
exemplified it when He endured the pain and agony 
for our sins.  He paid the price for our offenses and 
truly giving up Himself for us, His beloved.  That is, 
He remains in His love for us.
     The season of Easter is a time given to each and 
every one of us to rekindle the spark of love that Jesus 
have for us.  Remember, He calls us His friends.  We 
are knitted together by His special kind of love for 
each and every one of us.  If Jesus calls us His friends, 
then who are we then with one another?  If Jesus is 
our friend, then we must be friends to one another as 
well.  And if we are friends with one another, the love 
of Jesus is the one that will knit us together.  And if 
we are knitted together then we all experience joy in 
our hearts and then we have peace in our lives.
     Let His words resound in our ears and be heeded 
in our hearts.  Let us “Remain in His Love” and see 
what difference it will make in our journey of life 
and faith.

REMAIN IN MY LOVE!



STEWARDSHIP CORNER
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”PAGE 3

Summertime and the living is easy. That’s what the favorite old song says.  The living may 
be easy, but often the giving is not.  Summer collections often drop significantly in our par-
ish because of vacation travel, sports schedules and other activities that cause parishioners 
to attend Mass in other parishes.  If you would like to make your giving easy and consistent 
this summer, please consider our electronic giving option.  Currently several parish families 
are using this simple and secure way to make and track their parish giving.  If you would 
like to learn more, please contact the Parish Office at 455-3012 or check out our website at 
olgcchurch.org for the online giving link.
 Many of our parish families are planning to get away for some summer fun and re-
laxation in the next few months.  We pray that your vacation time will be safe and a source 
of many happy memories.  However, please don’t take your parish offering with you.  Each 
summer our parish office struggles to juggle the bills as Sunday offerings decrease signifi-
cantly.  If you find that you tend to forget your envelope more often during the less structured 
weeks of summer, please consider our electronic giving program.  It’s simple!  It’s safe!  And 
it keeps God at the top of your giving list even when you’re away!

By Bernadette V. Cabe, Stewardship Committee Chairperson

ARE YOU GOING ON VACATION?

(excerpts reprinted with permission of Archdiocese of St. Louis) 

www.olgcchurch.org



SCHOOL NEWS
“Together with Christ what we believe, we can achieve.”
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HAPPY FEAST DAY, OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL
By Chantelle Luarca

April 26 and 27 were days  full of celebratory activities for our blessed mother, Our Lady of Good Counsel. 
We started off the morning playing hymns of praise for Mary and sharing warm treats and coffee with our 

school parents as they drove through the car drop-off line. The school assembled in front of her statue to join 
in prayer and enjoy creative writing pieces about Mary. Various classes also shared in a potluck feast! The 
following day, the entire school community joined in a special procession from school to church. Students 
formed a line of prayer, and our young men followed with her beautiful statue, adorned with roses. Before Mass, 
children, teachers, and parents were excited to offer gifts of fragrant and colorful flowers to our mother. After 
Mass, we were delighted to witness the talent show! The two-day event closed with the evening’s Food Truck 
and Craft Fair. We thank Mrs. Tsuda, Miss Rayette, and Miss Daligcon who organized the activities and we are 
grateful for the wonderful opportunity to recognize and honor our blessed mother!

Our Lady of Good Counsel
By Eighth Grader, Kailee Tomas

Mother Mary, The Blessed Virgin, Queen of Heaven, Mother of God, these are just some of our beloved 
mother’s titles. She gets her names from different events and miracles that have happened all over the 

world. My favorite name Mary has is Our Lady of Good Counsel. There are also so many different symbols of 
the mother’s love for God and her children.
 Our Lady of Good Counsel is my favorite title for her because, of the miracle that took place in 1467. In 
the Alban Hills of Genazzano on the feast day of St. Mark, pilgrims were frightened by a rustling sound and 
melodies of sweet music. They looked up and saw a cloud slowly descending towards them. It then rested on a 
painting of the Blessed Mother and the Son of God on an unfinished wall of the church. ‘Till this day, the picture 
still rests suspended in the air. The painting was very thin, yet it lasted over five centuries. Not to mention, the 
fact that the church was bombed. The painting was still there untouched or marked. People have built a glass 
box around it for a little protection, but other than that, nothing has ever touched the picture. The painting is 
in the same place it was when the cloud came to the church. Mary gets this name from the story and how she 
is always there to offer her children good counsel, which means to guide or give advice. To me, this miracle 
symbolizes Mary’s unconditional love for us. No one can change how much she loves her children. Nothing will 
break the painting, just like it is impossible to ruin her love for us. She will always be there for me, no matter 
what.
 Another symbol of Mary’s love for all is the rose. Our Lady loves us so dearly that she watched her own son 
die a terrible death, so that we could live eternally in heaven. To me, the rose represents devotion and undying 
love. By saying yes to God, the Blessed Virgin committed herself to the Lord and every single person around 
the world. Mary was around fourteen when she gave up her normal life for the sake of all sinners. Honestly, I 
don’t know if I could do that. I look up to Mary every day of my life. She was around my age when the young 
teen made the choice of a lifetime. Mary is one of the most important role models in my life, because of this 
devotion she has to God and everyone else. 
 In conclusion, Our Lady of Good Counsel is my favorite title, because of the meaning behind it. Mary has 
many names and titles, because there is so much about her that is good. The Blessed Virgin will always be there 
and love us all equally no matter what. She is a perfect role model, and I will always look up to her.

Our Lady of Good Counsel
By First Grader, Dylan Jiminez

I am loving like Mother Mary. 
I am a leader like Mother Mary.
I am caring like Mother Mary. 
I love Mother Mary because she is the mother of Jesus.

OLGC background drawn by Sophia Lafferty, Grade 4



DEATH 
ANNIVERSARIES MASS INTENTIONS for the WEEK

Please call the Parish Office to have your intentions added to our 
schedule.

SATURDAY, MAY 5 
7:00 a.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Moises Rivera, 

Walter Rivera & Carol DeMello  
  
5:00 p.m. Birthday blessings for Andy Balogh.  For the eternal 

repose of the souls of Joaquin Banuilos, Daniel K. 
Sailer, Lucena Afan Mondala, Laura Lum, Laverne 
Gabriel & Beatrice Canadilla

SUNDAY, MAY 6
6:30 a.m.  Blessings & healing for Darren Iguchi. For the eternal 

repose of the souls of Peter Le Sanh, Joaquim Tran 
Thai, Anna Nguyen, Allen James T. Padilla, Candida 
Ranit & Lawrence Ordonio

8:30 a.m. For the Parishioners of Our Lady of Good Counsel

11 a.m. For the eternal repose of the souls of Victoria Levoit, 
Moises Rivera, Walter Rivera, Laura Lum, Laverne 
Gabriel & Carol DeMello

5:00 p.m.  Thanksgiving & blessings for the Stone family.  For 
the eternal repose of the souls of Daniel K. Sailer & 
Beatrice Canadilla

MONDAY, MAY 7
For the eternal repose of the souls of Moises Rivera, Walter Rivera, 
Daniel K. Sailer, Laura Lum, Laverne Gabriel, Carol DeMello &
Beatrice Canadilla

TUESDAY, MAY 8
For the eternal repose of the souls of Cirilio Colobong, Daniel K. 
Sailer, Laura Lum, Laverne Gabriel, Carol DeMello & Beatrice 
Canadilla
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
For the eternal repose of the souls of Daniel. K. Sailer, Laura Lum, 
Laverne Gabriel, Carol DeMello & Beatrice Canadilla

THURSDAY, MAY 10  
Birthday blessings for Alyta Harrelle & Cheryl Tamashiro. Blessings 
& safe travel for Gloria Duro. For the eternal repose of the souls 
of Daniel K. Sailer, Laura Lum Laverne Gabriel, Carol DeMello & 
Beatrice Canadilla

FRIDAY, MAY 11
For the eternal repose of the souls of Daniel K. Sailer, Laura Lum, 
Laverne Gabriel, Carol DeMello & Beatrice Canadilla

MAY 5
Valelia Salanda 1966
Manuel Rapoza 1977
John Peter Lopes V 1980
Frank Lopes 1981
Zenaida Domingo 1983
Thomas Pai Young Sr. 1984
Annie Texeira Meyer 1991
Joseph Severin Correia 1993
Jose Pamplona 2010
Paul Richard Perreira 2014
Lucia Alejandro Fernando 2015

MAY 6
Michael Niemitz 1961
Earl Lucas 1962
Antone Martin 1962 
Cherilyn Helene Luke 2002
Catalina Valdez Imanil 2016

MAY 7
Peter Kalua  1960
Nicholas Cavallo Sr. 1965
Florence Kam Souza 1967
Simon Pascua Sr. 1996
Ernest Medeiros 2010 
Cynthia Gorospe Agas 2011

MAY 8
Kojak Porter 1995
Randy Suyat Agno 2009
Leocadia Lee 2010
Doris Kikue Segawa 2014

MAY 9
Rowena Lani Leong Miral 1966
Donato Cordero Gonzales 1972
Rudy Miller 1973
Laura Tavares 1976
Alfredo Quija 1991
Alberta Narciso 2002
Lawrence Edwin Ordonio Sr. 2014

MAY 10
Frank Vega 1980
Angelina Deleon Lamosao 2004
Mahealani Marie Kalamele Moni 2010

MAY 11
Ronald Silva 2001
Felix Garcia Oliva 2005
Stefan Jozph Sporina 2011
Felisa Rellin 2013
Donald E. Silva 2015



STEWARDSHIP REPORT

TITHING GUIDE

ANNUAL WEEKLY   MONTHLY  ANNUALLY
INCOME 10% 5%  10% 5%  10% 5%
$10,000 19.23 9.61  83.33 41.66  1000.00 500.00
$15,000 26.84 14.42  125.00 62.50  1500.00 750.00
$20,000 38.46 19.23  166.66 83.33  2000.00 1000.00
$25,000 48.07 24.03  208.33 104.16  2500.00 1250.00
$30,000 57.69 28.84  250.00 125.00  3000.00 1500.00
$40,000 76.92 38.46  333.33 166.66  4000.00 2000.00
$50,000 96.15 48.07  416.66 208.33  5000.00 2500.00
$60,000 115.38 57.69  500.00 250.00  6000.00 3000.00
$70,000 134.62 67.31  583.33 291.66  7000.00 3500.00
$80,000 153.85 76.92  666.67 333.34  8000.00 4000.00
$90,000 173.08 86.54  750.00 375.00  9000.00 4500.00
$100,000 192.31 96.15  833.33 416.66  10000.00 5000.00
$125,000 240.38 120.19  1041.67 520.33  12500.00 6250.00

Remember us    in your will
Our Lady of Good Counsel is ex-
tremely grateful to those individuals 
who have made, or have expressed 
an intention to make a gift to our fu-
ture ministries in their will. Such a 
gift is among the most far reaching 
and valuable contributions. If you are 
considering leaving your gift as a will 
or bequest and would like more infor-
mation, please call (808) 455-3012. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
STEWARDSHIP

MOMENT

You can gift wrap your tithe in a personalized envelope! Please contact 
our Parish Office for details. Thank You for your continued generosity!

ONLINE
GIVINGHere is a helpful guide for tithing to our Parish 

based on 5% and 10% tithes of your total income.

“Too blessed to be stressed.”  This could 
be our stewardship mantra.  When we are 
overextended, feel pressure to complete 
multiple tasks at once, or are challenged 
by the daily circumstances of life and 
ministry, we remind ourselves that all 
is blessing.  All is gift!  All we are and 
have is entrusted to us by God and we 
are called to steward it well.  Self-care 
in ministry is not always about doing or 
giving less.  In fact, many stewards would 
say exactly the opposite that growing as 
a steward has resulted in more giving, 
service and sharing.  What changes is the 
sense of purpose in living as disciples, 
and the self-awareness of our particular 
talents, skills and resources, all of which 
we are called to steward.

by Leisa Anslinger, author and co-founder of 
Catholic Strengths and Engagement Community  
(CSEC)

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 $ 832,000.00
Weekly Goal $ 16,000.00

COLLECTIONS for April 28 & 29, 2018 $ 11,683.97
Tithing from Collection Envelopes $ 8,071.00
Loose Collections $ 2,956.97
Online Giving for April 23-27, 2018 $ 656.00       
 Year to Date Budget                                                             $      704,000.00
Year to Date Receipts  $ 690,928.56
Difference $ (13,071.44)
Number of Tithing Envelopes Received  260 
       
BUILDING FUND
Current Building Fund Balance $ 716,809.49
Collections for April 28 & 29, 2018 $ 689.00
Online Giving for April 23-27, 2018 $ 82.00
Phase III Construction Goal $ 3,000,000.00
Amount to Goal $ (2,283,190.51)

CHURCH MAINTENANCE FUND
Current Church Maintenance Fund Balance $ 196,394.48
Collections for April 28 & 29, 2018 $ 93.00
Online Giving for April 23-27, 2018 $ 177.00

SECOND COLLECTION
OLGC School $ 2,934.75
Catholic Relief Services $ 5.00



CHURCH & 
SCHOOL STAFF 
DIRECTORY
Rev. Father Pascual Abaya IV
Pastor

Rev. Father Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial Vicar

Dcn. Thomas Miyashiro
Dcn. Efrain Andrews
Dcn. Raymond Lamb
Permanent Deacons

Mrs. Lisa Saito
Secretary

Mrs. Winnie Lee
Secretarial Assistant

Ms. Pam Falasco
Director of Religious Education

Mrs. Leilani Asuncion-Tagupa
Asst. Coord. of Religious Education

Ms. Laurie Munoz
Youth & Family Ministry Coordinator

Mr. John Priolo
Finance Committee Chairperson

Mr. Keith Yoshida
Parish Pastoral Council Chairperson

Mr. Abundio Cabe
Pastoral Center Manager

Mrs. Chantelle Luarca
Interim School Principal

Mrs. Teri Nicolas
School Secretary

Mrs. Nellie Enos
School Receptionist

PARISH/SCHOOL HOURS & INFORMATION

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Closed 12 noon to 1 p.m. for 
lunch and on holidays

PARISH ADDRESS & INFO
1525 Waimano Home Rd.
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-3012
Fax: (808) 456-9443
email: olgc@hawaii.rr.com

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY through FRIDAY
7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

SCHOOL ADDRESS & INFO
1530 Hoolana Street
Pearl City, HI 96782
Office: (808) 455-4533
Fax: (808) 455-5587

PARISH ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE
MONDAY, MAY 7
5:15 p.m. Retreat Planning (RE) Mtg Rm
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit and Grace Choir Church
7 p.m. Baptism Class Center
TUESDAY, MAY 8 
10 - 11 a.m. School Rosary Church
12:30 - 2 p.m. YAFM Center
5 - 9 p.m.  AHG PC
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness School
6 - 9 p.m. RCIA Center
7 p.m. Stewardship Mtg Mtg Rm
7 - 9 p.m. Samoan Choir  Church
WEDNESDAY, MAY 9
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Walter Respicio Funeral PC
8:30 - 11:30 a.m. Outreach Center
9:30 a.m. Walter Respicio Funeral Church
11 a.m. Respicio Funeral Mass Church
5 - 6 p.m. Y & YA Choir Mtg Rm
6 - 9 p.m. Charismatic Prayer Group Church
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
7 - 9 p.m. YAFM Mtg Rm
THURSDAY, MAY 10
8:15 a.m. School Mass Church
4:30 - 6 p.m. Blessed Mother PG Church
5:15 - 9 p.m. Retreat Planning (RE) Mtg Rm
6 - 7:30 p.m. Shazzy Fitness PC2
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Spirit & Grace Choir Church
FRIDAY, MAY 11
8 a.m. - 1:45 p.m. Mario Palma Funeral PC
9 a.m. Mario Palma Funeral Church
11 a.m. Palma Funeral Mass Church
1:30 p.m. Palma Burial Offsite
5:15 - 9 p.m. Retreat Planning (RE) Mtg Rm
SATURDAY, MAY 12
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. Fellowship Ministry Meeting Center
9 - 10:30 a.m. Shazzy Fitness PC1
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. Holy Communion Practice Church
9:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. Samoan Choir PC2
SUNDAY, MAY 13 Fellowship after all AM Masses PC
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. Religious Ed Classes School
12:15 p.m.  Baptism Church
3 - 4:30 p.m. CYM (MS) PC
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. CYM (HS) PC



ANOINTING OF THE SICK:  If you are seriously ill, or 
will be undergoing surgery, please contact the Parish Office.

BLESSINGS:  Please contact the Parish Office to make 
arrangements for blessings of home, cars, boats, etc.

CANDLES:  Candles are available for purchase upon request.

CHANGE of ADDRESS:  Please notify the secretary of any 
changes. 

FUNERALS:  Please contact the Parish Office before making 
arrangements with the mortuary.

NEW PARISHIONERS:  Welcome to OLGC Parish! 
Please register and join in our Parish activities.

WELCOME INFORMATION
SACRAMENTS of INITIATION:
INFANT BAPTISM:  Please contact the Parish Office to make an appointment 
with the priest. Parents should apply at least one month prior to the Baptismal 
Preparation Program.

CONFIRMATION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION:  Please contact the 
Parish Office for more details.

RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION for ADULTS (RCIA):  Please contact the 
Parish Office if you are a baptized Christian of another denomination wishing to 
become Catholic, or if you wish to receive the Sacraments of Initiation.

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY:  Please contact the Parish Office at least 6 
months in advance for an appointment with a priest. This appointment should 
take place before any other arrangements are made.

BISHOP LARRY SILVA

LITURGICAL
CATECHESIS
   
by Rev. Alfred Omar B. Guerrero
Parochial  Vicar/Director of Liturgy

The flock that Jesus loves is so vast that he wanted other shepherds after his own heart to help him tend 
the flock and to lay down their lives in this combat with Satan so that others could live in Jesus.  And 

this is why God has chosen us and immersed us in the waters of his love.  This is why he anoints us with 
the Holy Spirit, which makes us as bold as Peter.  He, too, was attacked by Satan when he denied Jesus 
three times, but he repented and in today’s reading we see him boldly preaching to the very people who 
put Jesus to death under the influence of that worst of all wolves.  We, too, are often attacked by Satan 
and we fall prey to lust, to selfishness, to violence, and to sin.  But when we repent, the Spirit fills us to 
make us bold in confronting the wolf wherever we find him.  Then – miracle of miracles – the Lamb of 
God offers himself to us as food and drink in the Eucharist – so that his flesh can strengthen our flesh and 
his blood make us boil with the zeal of the Good Shepherd.

Dear Johan, 
 Growing up I was told that it was a sin not to attend Mass on Sunday. And what about holy days of obligation? Do we still believe 
in all this?

Gentle Reader-
 When you love someone, do you see it as an obligation to spend time with him or her? Or, would the person who has been saved 
from drowning ever think it a burden to thank his or her savior?
 Although yours is a fair question, it also bespeaks a legalistic and minimalist approach to the celebration of the mysteries of our 
faith, which is rather regrettable and supremely sad. Would that there were no need for an obligation, at least not the kind that is imposed 
on us by the church, today.
 Our current understanding of Sunday and holy days of obligation is that it has been imposed on us by the church, and rightfully so. 
By contrast, the early church had no such law because there simply was no need for it. The sense of “obligation” early Christians felt to 
celebrate Sunday Eucharist flowed from a deep personal and communal desire. Theirs was an inner obligation to the celebration of the 
Eucharist. They were so moved by the mystery of God’s love for us that they simply could not but celebrate. Saint John Paul II in his 
apostolic letter Dies Domini, On Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy, from 1998 calls it the “obligation of conscience.”
 As this “obligation of conscience” or inner desire started to wane, individual bishops found it necessary to remind the faithful that 
the Sunday assembly was not simply an option but rather a sacred duty. This kind of language can be found in local church documents 
dating back to the fourth century. Though the number and intensity of these documents increases over the centuries, it was not until 1917 
when the Code of Canon Law defined the obligation to celebrate Eucharist on Sundays and holy days of obligation as universal law. This 
law was upheld by the 1983 Code of Canon Law. And the current Catechism of the Catholic Church identifies the deliberate failure to 
follow this obligation as a grave sin.
 So, yes, we still abide by Sunday and holy day obligations. Both your question and my answer make me sad, though. On the one 
hand, I am saddened that we have punishing legislation in an attempt to encourage people to celebrate Sunday Eucharist. On the other 
hand, I am saddened by the fact that we have lost this sense of inner obligation. We might be better off if we were less legalistic and more 
spiritual when it comes to the celebration of the Eucharist. But maybe that is merely a liturgical reverie or fantasy?

     © 2015 Excerpted from What’s the Smoke For? And Other Burning Questions about the Liturgy by Johan van Parys.


