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Bishop’s Welcome Letter 
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Mission 
The mission of the Institute for Parish Leadership and Ministry Formation is to form laity for parish ministry 
as authentic witnesses to the Gospel for the New Evangelization. 

Vision  
St. John Paul II stated “The definitive aim of catechesis is to put people not only in touch, but in 
communion, in intimacy, with Jesus Christ” (CT 6). Catechesis is a call to service in the ministry of the word, 
and at the heart of it is the person of Jesus Christ. This program is predicated upon personal encounter 
with Jesus Christ. All the baptized have a vocation to service for the Kingdom, but sometimes within this 
call is a particular call to serve the Church as a catechist. (GDC no. 231). The call to be a catechist flows 
from the baptismal call to be priest, prophet, and king. The catechist fulfills each office in this way: by 
giving witness to faith in Jesus Christ, serving the parish community as parish catechist, and being attentive 
to both his or her spiritual life and that of the learners.  

The word catechesis is derived from the Greek word meaning “to echo” or “to resound.” Those called to 
the particular ministry of teaching the faith in our Catholic schools, adult formation, R.C.I.A., parish 
religious education, and parish youth ministry are therefore called catechists, which comes from the Greek 
term meaning “to echo.” Their purpose is to hear and echo the voice of Christ the Teacher and that of the 
Magisterium, the teaching office of the Church. The catechist passes on what has been received in the 
sacred deposit of faith: Scripture and Tradition.  

Our Diocesan Catechist Certification program forms catechists and parish leaders for ministry. This 
formation program is centered on the six tasks of catechesis and the vocation of the catechist as disciples 
called to teach, serve, and witness (NDC no. 29).  

To be an effective minister in parish or school catechetical programs, the following six tasks of catechesis 
are essential to formation and catechesis:  

• Knowledge of Faith – Explore, profess, and reflect on our Catholic faith, which is the content of 
God’s revelation found in Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition and lived out in the Creed and 
Church doctrine. 

• Liturgy and Sacraments - Recognize the presence of Christ and enter into communion with Him 
through active, full and conscious participation in the Liturgical celebrations and Sacraments of the 
Church. 

• Morality - Develop a moral conscience that is informed by Church teachings and conformed to 
Christ, modeled in a personal life of virtue, and demonstrated in service of the Gospel’s demands for 
society. 

• Prayer - Experience and engage in Catholic expressions of prayer to deepen their relationship with 
God and the Church. 

• Education for Community Life - Study and participate in the life and mission of the Church—the 
Body of Christ and the community of believers—as expressed in the Church’s origin, history, 
ecclesiology, the Communion of Saints and their family, the domestic Church.  

• Missionary Discipleship and Service - Acquire and demonstrate skills to recognize their gifts from 
God and their vocation to share the Good News of Jesus Christ in word and deed in the world. 
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These six key elements of Catholic life “constitute a unified whole by which catechesis seeks to 
achieve its objective: the formation of disciples of Jesus Christ” (GDC, nos. 85-86; NDC, no. 20). 

Parish Catechist and Youth Ministry Certification Program 
Parish catechists of adults, youth and children teach the faith in service of the Church’s mission to pass on 
the faith to all generations. Knowledge of the faith is essential to the New Evangelization, for only faith 
that is known can be lived with confidence and shared with others. These revised certification 
requirements apply to all diocesan parish catechists, including those involved in high school programs both 
youth ministry and religious education. Special information is found on page 3 for those currently in the 
certification process. These revisions do not affect catechists who have already been commissioned 
through the previous St. Paul School of Catechesis. 

Discernment and Pre-requisites of the Call to be a Catechist 
In light of the privileged role of catechists, careful consideration must be given to the formation and 
certification of all those who assist pastors in their teaching ministry. This process begins with discernment 
of the call to catechize. The National Directory for Catechesis states: 

The suggestion that anyone can be a catechist should be scrupulously avoided in all 
communication involving the recruitment of catechists. In consultation with the parish 
catechetical leader, the pastor should assist the candidate in the discernment of the 
vocation to be a catechist (NDC, 55b). 

 
Individuals interested in becoming a catechist must satisfy the following pre-requisites: 

• be a fully initiated member of the Catholic Church; 
• participate faithfully in the sacramental life of the Church, and 
• lead a life that is doctrinally and morally consistent with the person of Jesus and the teachings of 

the Church. 

Following the discernment of a call to catechize, the catechist must receive the necessary formation to 
know the faith, live it and be able to teach it to others. (NDC, no 55 c, d, e) The three-fold purpose of 
catechist formation is: 

1. increase knowledge of the faith; 
2. provide for spiritual growth, particularly through participating in the sacramental life of the Church, 

and 
3. continually enhance and expand methodological practices to meet social and cultural conditions 

and effectively pass on the faith. 

Catechist Certification 
The strength of our parish catechetical efforts is dependent on the strength of our catechists. The Office of 
Catechesis provides excellent and accessible courses for catechists to gain the necessary knowledge to 
fully implement our diocesan curriculum and the USCCB High School Religion Standards for Youth Ministry 
and Religious Education as well as required training in catechetical methodology. Online and in-parish core 
courses are available in both English and Spanish. Online courses are fully accessible. 
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Level 1 Catechist Certification: Called to Teach 
To obtain Level 1 Certification a Catechist Must: Level 1 Courses 

• Take part in an initial interview with pastor or 
catechetical leader; 

• Fulfill the CMSE process as outlined in the 
Diocese of Corpus Christi Safe Environment 
Policy; 

• Be an approved volunteer at the parish in 
which you are seeking certification (verified 
through Logos): 

• Complete the Level 1 Courses through 
https://www.faithformationcc.com/  or in-
parish from a diocesan approved instructor; 

• Participate in a 1-day Spiritual Retreat at a 
location of your choosing (online retreats are 
acceptable). An elective can be taken in place 
of a retreat. 

• Complete Catechist Certification Packet with 
required Recommendation Form, Personal 
Statement and $5.00 application fee in the 
form of a Check made out to the Diocese of 
Corpus Christi. 

• Introduction to Creed and Scripture 
• Introduction to Liturgy and Sacraments 
• Introduction to Christian Morality 
• Catechesis 101 The Ministry of Catechesis 
• Prayer and Spirituality 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Level 2 Advanced Catechist Certification: Called to Serve 
To obtain Level 2 Certification a Catechist Must: Level 2 Courses and Workshops 

• Fulfill any CMSE updating requirements as 
outlined in the Diocese of Corpus Christi Safe 
Environment Policy. 

• Be an approved volunteer at the parish in 
which you are seeking certification (verified 
through Logos); 

• Complete at minimum 2 year as a Catechist 
under the Level 1 Certification at the Parish you 
are seeking certification; 

• Complete the Level 2 Courses through 
https://www.faithformationcc.com/  or in-
parish from a diocesan approved instructor; 

• Complete Ministry formation workshops 
online; 

• Participate in a 1-day Spiritual Retreat at a 
location of your choosing (online retreats are 
acceptable). An elective can be taken in place 
of a retreat. 

• Complete Catechist Certification Packet with 
required Recommendation Form, Personal 
Statement and $5.00 application fee in the 
form of a Check made out to the Diocese of 
Corpus Christi. 

• Scripture: Old and New Testament 
• Creed II 
• Christian Morality II 
• Liturgy II 
• Catholic Prayer and Spirituality 
• Ministry Formation: Workshops-5 

Workshops online only. 

  

https://www.faithformationcc.com/
https://www.faithformationcc.com/
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Prior Certification and Courses 
Information for those who have already begun the certification process:  

• If you have already received commissioning as a catechist, that certification remains valid. 
• Catechists who have begun the certification process will retain credit for all courses already 

completed between 2011-2017. If a catechist isn’t sure which courses they have taken, please 
contact Heath Garcia, hgarcia@diocesecc.org / 361-882-6191 and request a record of certification. 

• Equivalencies within the Level 1 Catechist Certification: Called to Teach curriculum and the previous 
St. Paul School of Catechesis are as follows: 

St. Paul School of Catechesis 
Courses Taken between 2011-2017 

Institute for Parish Leadership and Ministry Formation 
Called to Teach-Serve-Witness 
Level 1 Catechist Certification 

Prayer and Spirituality Prayer and Spirituality 
One of the following: 

Old and New Testament 
Scripture Elective Course 

Catholic Doctrine 
Church History Elective Course 

 
 

Creed and Scripture 

Catholic Morality Introduction to Christian Morality 
Liturgy and Sacraments Introduction to Liturgy and Sacraments 

One of the following: 
*Evangelization and Catechesis 
*Religious Education Elective 

 
Ministry of Catechesis (Catechesis 101) 

*It is recommended that catechists that took either of these courses complete The Ministry of Catechesis 
online as there is a methodology and lesson planning component. 

Exemption from Core Courses 
In some circumstances, individuals may apply for exemption from a course(s). Course exemptions are 
granted based on academic documentation from an accredited Catholic college or university degree 
program that indicates a substantive course equivalency. All exemption requests should be submitted to 
Deacon Santos Jones, Director of the Office of Catechesis for consideration and should include: 

• A cover letter of introduction; 
• The name of the course(s) from which the individual is seeking exemption, and 
• A copy of the relevant academic documents. 

FAQ 
Will there be a cost for certification? 
 Yes there is a minimal cost for each level. Scholarships may be addressed through a participant’s parish. It 
is recommended that those completing courses for certification receive a 50% scholarship reimbursement 
from their parish upon completion of a course.  

mailto:hgarcia@diocesecc.org
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Who needs to take Level I?  
All catechists for parish religious education programs and youth ministry programs who are just starting 
the certification process need to complete certification Level I. The program is designed to be completed in 
one year.  

Is there a PCL Leader Certification? 
Parish Catechetical Leaders that did not complete course work for Commissioning through the St. Paul 
School of Catechesis or through the Pastoral Institute are asked to complete Level 1 and Level II Catechist 
Certification and continue to Level III ongoing formation. A Parish Catechetical Leader Certification is in 
development. As a Catechetical Leader, you should encourage your catechists to start this program after 
the launch date. You can register your catechists or they can do it themselves by going to 
www.faithformationcc.com. 

How will Catechetical Leaders be a part of this certification process?  
As a parish faith leader, you will be able to view the online progress of your catechists and be informed 
when they meet all online requirements or complete a live course. You will be able to organize your 
catechists as a group cohort and register them in an online certification course. 

Who takes Level II?  
Catechists that complete Level 1 and the Level 1 Certification Retreat may continue with Level II. Catechists who 
complete Level 1 Certification have two years to complete their Level II Certification.  

What are the steps to begin?  
All participants set up a log-in through our new website: https://www.faithformationcc.com/ . 

Is it necessary to have an email address?  
Yes, all participants must have an email address.  

Who will be the administrator?  
Each parish is assigned one log-in administrator. The pastor of each parish will designate the admin. Usually this will 
be the parish catechetical leader and/or youth minister. Each parish admin will be given access to track formation 
for their parish catechists.  

Will there be live courses?  
Yes, live courses will be offered. The online courses and the live courses for Level 1 and Level II are the same. The 
Office of Catechesis will continue to provide instructors for the live courses.  

Will courses be available in Spanish? 
 Yes. Courses are available in Spanish online. A Diocesan approved instructor may teach live courses in Spanish. 

 

Revised 5/6/2021 

http://www.faithformationcc.com/
https://www.faithformationcc.com/
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APPLICATON FOR CATECHIST CERTIFICATION 

A $5 application fee should be submitted with the application. Applications should be submitted upon completion of all 

requirements: Heath Garcia, PO Box 2620 Corpus Christi, Texas 78403, 361-882-6191, (fax) 361-693-6787 or by email: 

hgarcia@diocesecc.org. 

Please PRINT as you wish your name to appear on your certificate. 

APPLICANT  

 First                                                    Middle                                     Last 
 

MAILING  

ADDRESS Street                                              City/State                                     Zip 
 

PHONE (_________)  ___________-______________ ALT. PHONE (_________)  ___________-______________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PARISH-CITY ______________________________________________ 
 

APPLYING FOR CERTIFICATION LEVEL (circle one) 1  2        

PLEASE CHECK ONE: 

____________  Parish Catechist of Religious Education- Years in this Ministry:______________________ 
 
____________  Parish Catechist of Youth Ministry- Years in this Ministry:______________________ 
 

Level I Certification 
Documentation is required to support all workshops, courses retreats taken. 
 

Date Completed  Required Course Location 
 Introduction to Creed and Scripture  
 Introduction to Liturgy and Sacraments  
 Introduction to Christian Morality  
 Catechesis 101 The Ministry of Catechesis  
 Prayer and Spirituality  
 Retreat (or Elective) 

 
 

 
 

mailto:hgarcia@diocesecc.org
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Level II Certification 
Documentation is required to support all workshops, courses retreats taken. 

Date Completed  Required Course Location 
 Scripture: Old and New Testament  
 Creed II  
 Christian Morality II  
 Liturgy II  
 Catholic Prayer and Spirituality  
 Ministry Formation Workshops 1: 

 
 

 Ministry Formation Workshops 2: 
 

 

 Ministry Formation Workshops 3: 
 

 

 Ministry Formation Workshops 4: 
 

 

 Ministry Formation Workshops 5: 
 

 

 Retreat (or Elective) 
 

 

 

 

 
 The following documentation is attached: 

 Recommendation form from Pastor or DRE attesting to competence as a qualified catechist. 

 Personal statement addressing your desire to be involved in ministry. 

 Support documentation for all workshops, courses and retreat is attached. 

 Application Fee. 

 

                                       ______________________________________________________        __________________________ 

                                                                                        Signature                                                                                  Date 

 

 

 

 

Office Use Only 

 In Logos as Approved Parish Volunteer with evidence of ministry as a Catechist. 
 CMSE (class and background) is up to date. 
 Recommendation attached. 
 Personal Statement attached. 
 Courses/Retreat/ Workshops have been verified. 
 Application Fee Included. 
Notes: 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                          This form replaces all previous versions 5/6/2021 



RECOMMENDATION FOR CATECHIST CERTIFICATION 
(to be completed by DRE, Principal or Pastor) 

Each catechist applying for certification needs a written recommendation attesting to competencies as a 

catechist. 

Please review this recommendation with the applicant. 

APPLICANT  

 First                                                    Middle                                     Last 
 

APPLYING FOR CERTIFICATION LEVEL (circle one) 1  2  TCCBED     Renewal 

PARISH-CITY OR SCHOOL-CITY  ______________________________________________ 
 
   (Check one) 

YES  NO  (to be completed by ministry supervisor) 
 
_____  _____ Is the applicant active in your parish/school catechetical program? 
 
_____  _____  Has the applicant had successful experience as a catechist at your parish/school? 

• 1 year for Level I Certification 

• 2 years as a Catechist under the Level 1 Certification 

• 3 year as Catechist under the Level 2 Certification 
_____  _____ Does this applicant exhibit a familiarity with the cultural reality of the 

Diocese of Corpus Christi? 
 

Please COMMENT on your experience of the applicant’s skill and effectiveness as a catechist. 

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

I recommend___________________________________ for certification. 
                                                Applicant’s Name 

Name of Recommender:_______________________________               Role:________________ 

____________________________________________                     ______________________ 

Signature of Ministry Supervisor       Date 

I have read and discussed this completed form with the person recommending me. 

____________________________________________                     ______________________ 

Applicant’s Signature        Date 

This form replaces all previous versions 5/6/2021 
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