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Parish Catechist and Youth Ministry Certification Program 
Parish catechists of adults, youth and children teach the faith in service of the Church’s 
mission to pass on the faith to all generations. Knowledge of the faith is essential to the New 
Evangelization, for only faith that is known can be lived with confidence and shared with 
others. These revised certification requirements apply to all diocesan parish catechists, 
including those involved in high school programs both youth ministry and religious 
education. Special information is found on page 3 for those currently in the certification 
process.  These revisions do not affect catechists who have already been commissioned 
through the previous St. Paul School of Catechesis. 

 

Discernment of the Call to be a Catechist 

In light of the privileged role of catechists, careful consideration must be given to the formation and 
certification of all those who assist pastors in their teaching ministry. This process begins with 
discernment of the call to catechize. The National Directory for Catechesis states: 
 

The suggestion that anyone can be a catechist should be scrupulously avoided in all communication involving the 
recruitment of catechists. In consultation with the parish catechetical leader, the pastor should assist the candidate in 
the discernment of the vocation to be a catechist (NDC, 55b). 
 

Individuals interested in becoming a catechist must satisfy the following pre‐requisites: 
 

▫ Be a fully initiated member of the Catholic Church; 
 

▫ Participate faithfully in the sacramental life of the Church, and 
 

▫ Lead a life that is doctrinally and morally consistent with the person of Jesus and the teachings of 
the Church. 

 

Following the discernment of a call to catechize, the catechist must receive the necessary formation to 

know the faith, live it and be able to teach it to others. (NDC, no 55 c, d, e) The three‐fold purpose of 
catechist formation is: 
 

1. Increase knowledge of the faith; 
 

2. Provide for spiritual growth, particularly through participating in the sacramental life of the 
Church, and 

 

3. Continually enhance and expand methodological practices to meet social and cultural conditions 
and effectively pass on the faith. 
 

Catechist Certification 

The strength of our parish catechetical efforts is dependent on the strength of our catechists. The Office of 
Evangelization and Catechesis provides excellent and accessible courses for catechists to gain the necessary 
knowledge to fully implement our diocesan curriculum and the USCCB High School Religion Standards 
for Youth Ministry and Religious Education as well as required training in catechetical methodology. 

Online and in‐parish core courses are available in both English and Spanish. Online courses are fully 

accessible. 
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To Obtain Level 1  Certification a Catechist Must: 

▫ Take part in an initial interview with pastor or catechetical leader; 

▫ Fulfill the CMSE process as outlined in the Diocese of Corpus Christi 

Safe Environment Policy; 

▫ Complete the Level 1 Courses through My Catholic Faith Delivered on line  

or in‐parish from a diocesan approved instructor; 

▫ Participate in a one‐day Diocese of Corpus Christi catechist formation retreat, offered 
throughout the year in regional locations by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis and 
led by a diocesan approved presenter. 

 

Level 1 Catechist Certification:  Called to Teach  Program Details: to be completed in 1 year 
 

 Introduction to Creed and Scripture  

 Introduction to Liturgy and Sacraments  

 Introduction to Christian Morality  

 Catechesis 101 The Ministry of Catechesis  

 Prayer and Spirituality  

 Participate in a one‐day Diocese of Corpus Christi catechist formation retreat, offered throughout the 
year in regional locations by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis and led by a diocesan 
approved presenter. 

Formation Retreat: Certification certificates will be distributed at the conclusion of the retreat. Formal 
recognition will take place within the deanery. 

 

Level 2  Advanced Catechist Certification: Called to Serve Program Details: to be completed in 2 years 
Courses may be taken live or online.  Ministry Formation Workshops are online  only. 

 Fulfill any CMSE updating requirements as outlined in the Diocese of Corpus Christi Safe 
Environment Policy. 

 Scripture: Old and New Testament 

 Creed II 

 Christian Morality II 

 Liturgy II 

 Catholic Prayer and Spirituality  

 Ministry Formation: Workshops-5 Workshops online only.  

 Participate in a one‐day Diocese of Corpus Christi catechist formation retreat, offered throughout the 
year in regional locations by the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis and led by a diocesan 
approved presenter. 

Formation Retreat:- Certification certificates will be distributed at the conclusion of the retreat. Formal 
recognition will take place within the deanery. 
 

Level  3 Called to Witness: to be completed in 3 years 
 Fulfill any CMSE updating requirements as outlined in the Diocese of Corpus Christi Safe 

Environment Policy. 
 

On-going formation:  15 hours a year that encompasses all three areas of formation: spiritual, theological and 
ministry.  Renewal every three years.  Includes online courses through My Catholic Faith Delivered; CDU; 
CDU Certifications or Specializations; workshops and conferences of a religious nature sponsored by 
Catholic institutions, parish/deanery based adult formation programs such a Bible studies, parish missions, 
and parish retreats.  
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Information for those who have already begun the certification process: 

▫ If you have already received commissioning as a catechist, that certification remains valid.  
▫ Catechists who have begun the certification process will retain credit for all courses already 

completed between 2011-2017. If a catechist isn’t sure which courses they have taken, please 
contact the Ms. Nellie Serna, nserna@diocesecc.org/ 361-882-6191 ext. 634 and request a record of 
certification check.  

▫ Equivalencies within the Level 1 Catechist Certification: Called to Teach curriculum and the previous St. 
Paul School of Catechesis are as follows: 

    
St. Paul School of Catechesis 

Courses Taken between 2011-2017 
Institute for Parish Leadership and Ministry Formation 

Called to Teach-Serve-Witness 
Level 1 Catechist Certification 

Prayer and Spirituality Prayer and Spirituality 

One of the following: 
Old and New Testament 
Scripture Elective Course 

Catholic Doctrine 
Church History Elective Course 

Creed and Scripture 

Catholic Morality Introduction to Christian Morality 

Liturgy and Sacraments Introduction to Liturgy and Sacraments 

One of the following: 
*Evangelization and Catechesis 
*Religious Education Elective 

Ministry of Catechesis (Catechesis 101) 

 

* It is recommended that catechists that took either of these courses complete The Ministry of 
Catechesis online as there is a methodology and lesson planning component.   
 

Cost: There is a minimal cost for each level. 
 

 Exemption from Core Courses: 
 

In some circumstances, individuals may apply for exemption from a course(s). Course exemptions are 
granted based on academic documentation from an accredited Catholic college or university degree 
program that indicates a substantive course equivalency. All exemption requests should be 
submitted to Dr. Therese Recinella, Director of the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis for 
consideration and should include: 

 

▫ A cover letter of introduction; 
▫ The name of the course(s) from which the individual is seeking exemption, and 
▫ A copy of the relevant academic documents. 

 

Questions? Contact the Office of Evangelization and Catechesis at 361-882-6191 ext. 631 or 634 

mailto:nserna@diocesecc.org/

