
Approved Policy 
FOR 

EXEMPTING PARISH BUILDING FUNDS 
 FROM DIOCESAN ASSESSMENTS 

 
 
 The Church by its very nature is the union of the baptized with 
the Risen Christ whose structure emanates from its apostolic 
beginnings and continues to this very day in the People of God under 
the Vicar of Christ and the other successors of the Apostles.  The 
bond that unites these “living stones” as St. Paul viewed the 
members of the Church is the Holy Spirit whom Christ promised 
would be with the Church to promote and further the growth of his 
Body, the Church, until the end of time. 
 
 For almost two thousand years now that growth has occurred 
in every place and among most of the peoples of the world.  In the 
beginnings of this Diocese, that growth was due principally to 
missionaries from foreign lands who proclaimed the Gospel and in 
many instances through the generosity of Catholics from other parts 
of the country where the Church was firmly established. 
 
 In more recent times, the Church in the Diocese of Corpus 
Christi has seen a continued growth in terms of the numbers of 
individuals who have united themselves with the Church, as well as 
through the movement of Catholics from other areas of the country 
who have taken up residence in South Texas.  This continuing growth 
is reflected both in the large numbers of registered families and 
individuals who populate our parishes, the need for new parishes and 
the expansion of facilities in existing ones to reflect today’s 
ministerial requirements. 
 
 The consequence of this happy problem is one that more often 
than not requires new construction or renovation of facilities in 
many, if not most, of our parishes.  Initiating a building program to 
accommodate these needs necessitates raising the funds that will be 
incurred in covering the cost of the planning, construction and 
furnishing of these facilities.  In addition to funds that are saved 
from the regular offertory collection, other efforts to raise sufficient 
moneys usually require a Capital Campaign whereby parishioners 
commit themselves to fulfilling pledges over an extended period of 
time, as well as in funding received from parish benefits and from 
bequests and other similar restricted donations. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 In order to arrive at a policy that is both fair to the Diocese 
which is dependent on the assessments of the taxable income of the 
parishes to fund the ministries that are beyond any parish’s ability to 
carry out and to assist parishes that are planning a building project, 
this Ad Hoc Committee of the Presbyteral Council has proposed the 
following guidelines as a means of meeting both needs. 
 

1. In order to establish a Building Fund (exempted from diocesan 
assessments) a pastor must have a building project that has 
been approved by the Diocesan Finance Committee; the project 
completion time-line cannot exceed a period of seven (7) 
years; any extensions to that time-line must be approved by 
the Diocesan Finance Committee. 

 
2. The pastor must establish a special Building Fund Account in 

the Diocesan Deposit & Loan Fund, separate from the ordinary 
Parish D & L. 

 
3. Building Funds placed in the Special Building Fund Deposit & 

Loan Account will not be assessed as part of ordinary parish 
income.  Such funds may include: 

 
 Funds raised in a Capital Campaign Drive 
 Bequests given for that special purpose 
 Parish fundraisers for the Building Fund 
 

4. Funds placed in this Special Building Fund Deposit & Loan 
Account for the approved building project must be used solely 
for that purpose. 

 
5. Any funds given from one parish to another parish’s building 

fund account will not be assessed. 
 

6. Should a parish have to take out a note as part of the approved 
building program, then for the life of the note, any debt service 
(loan payments of principal and interest) will be exempt from 
assessments not to exceed 10% of the parish’s annual income. 

 
7.  Effective July 1, 2001 (approved by Diocesan Finance Council on  
      March 15, 2002).             
 

 
 


