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MISSION

• To discern, encourage and promote the vocation and mission of the lay faithful in the diocese

• To support the pastoral care of the family rooted in the sacrament of marriage

• To promote a culture in which human life is protected from conception until natural death



WHERE WE ARE

• Diocesan Marriage Preparation Workshops and Retreats provided formation to over 250 
couples from all over the diocese in 2018.

• Five new Natural Family Planning teachers were certified to enter their first year of practicum 
in January of 2019.

• Courage Ministry began meetings in our diocese in September of 2018.

• The Living Love in Truth Conference was held in October of 2018. Hudson Byblow and other 
local speakers gave testimonies about the beauty of rightly ordered love.

• Efforts to spread the word about Abby Johnson’s biopic movie UNPLANNED in our diocese 
were coordinated at the end of March this year. Over 200 high school and college students 
received free tickets. Hearts were changed.



WHERE WE’RE GOING

• Marriage enrichment is an important priority to our Church and community.  A quality marriage 
enrichment retreat is currently being developed by the Office of Laity, Family and Life.

• Efforts are being made to extend Natural Family Classes to parishes. Providing Spanish language Natural 
Family Planning is a goal in the upcoming year.

• The Office of Laity, Family and Life is partnering with the Office of Catechesis and Evangelization to bring 
in a speaker to address men as the spiritual leaders of their families and family catechesis. These events 
will take place in September of 2019.

• We are continuing to encourage parishes to appoint marriage and family life leaders as well as contact 
people for life issues. We hope to provide formation and trainings that are specific to these areas on a 
regular basis.

• We have established contact with the local pro-life groups and will continue to partner with them on 
issues that affect our faith and community.



PASTORAL PLAN CENTERED

• FORM
The priorities of the Office of Laity, Family and Life for this coming year have formation at the heart of the 
mission. Forming the faithful in Christ’s love and mission is foundational.

• BUILD COMMUNITY
At the heart of every community is family. Focusing on building strong and healthy marriages protects the 
family and extends to our whole Church.

• PRIORITIZE YOUTH
Each youth is a member of a family, so strengthening marriage and family life in the love and unity of Christ 
and His Church gives youth a solid foundation for life.

• GO FORTH
A community energized by the sacramental life and formed in a Eucharistic spirituality is propelled into 
action in building up the Body of Christ according to each member’s charism and particular state in life.


