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PASTORAL PLAN



WHAT’S WRONG

Perhaps as many as 85% 
of young people who 
receive Confirmation 

leave the Church within 
ten years. 

Only 30% of American 
Catholics are still 

practicing. 

The best guarantee for 
American Catholics to 
attend Church regularly 
is for them to become 

Protestant.

10% of all adults in 
America are ex-

Catholics



WHY ARE THEY 
LEAVING?

• 60% say I stopped believing in the religions teachings

• 32% say my family was never that religious growing up.

• 29% leave because of negative religious teachings about 

gay or lesbian people. 

• 19% leave because of the clergy sex abuse scandal. 

• 18% because of a traumatic event in their life. 

• 16% because their church became to focused on 

politics.

• 71% say they just gradually drifted away. 

• 43% say their spiritual needs where not being met. 



HOW SHOULD WE 
RESPOND?

With the Gospel.

1. God who is love desires a relationship with each of 

us. 

2. Christ saves us and offers us forgiveness. 

1. Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice, or a lofty 

idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life 

a new horizon and a decisive direction. 

3. The Spirit calls us to life in abundance that then calls 

us to share this gift of God with others. 



POPE FRANCIS ON YOUTH MINISTRY

Flexible events that 
invite young people to 
opportunities to learn, 
converse, celebrate, sing, 
listen to real stories, and 
experience a shared 
encounter with the living 
God. 

Youth Ministry journeys 
alongside young people. 

Our outreach is one of a 
living gospel, going out to 
meet young people 
where they are. 

All formation should 
consist of entering more 
deeply into the kerygma 
(good news). 

All ministry should always 
include some occasion for 
renewing and deepening our 
personal experience of the 
love of God and the living 
Christ. 

Ministry to young people 
should also help them to 
grow in fraternity. 



POPE FRANCIS 
CONTINUED:

• We should create environments that act as 

a home where young people can create a 

space that is their own. 

• Areas we need to develop further

• Contemplative Prayer

• More than just doctrinal formation

• Care for the poor

• Importance of music & art 

• Sports

• Nature



OUR RESPONSE

• Our Pastoral plan speaks of forming adults, we need to teach them 

how to give their testimonies, proclaim the gospel, and mentor 

others in their relationship with Christ. 

• We need to build communities of young people by encouraging 

parishes to work together to provide ministry opportunities for 

young people both inside and outside the traditional parish setting. 

• By prioritizing youth we realize that young people have an integral 

role to play, so we should do all that we can to bring young people 

into a dynamic relationship with the living person of Jesus Christ. 

• We need to make it a priority for parishes to form young people 

who are capable of evangelizing others. Empowering them with the 

tools to proclaim the gospel to their own generation. 



STEP INTO THE 
MESSINESS 

• Inspired by the gospels we seek to “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations,  baptizing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; 

and behold, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

• If we are to make disciples in Corpus Christi, it means 

that we have to begin to wade into the messiness that is 

discipleship. Because discipleship is about personal 

relationships, walking alongside others in faith, and 

teaching them to observe all that He has commanded. It 

is a process that takes time, commitment, and there is not 

a designated start or end time. For every individual it will 

look different, and there is no program that can 

successfully navigate all the issues that will arise in this 

process of discipleship. 



A WAY FORWARD

• Work with parish groupings to help 

them begin discipleship based ministry.

• Provide monthly moments of prayer, 

community, and formation for youth 

ministry leaders and volunteers. 

• Increase our own ability to minister and 

disciple those that are mentoring and 

discipling others. 

• Everything that we do is based on the 

power found in the gospel message. 

• Help parishes create welcoming 

environments for young people. 

• Work to ensure we are inclusive not by 

expecting people to come to us, but by 

going out to serve and love those in the 

margins. 



QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

• How is your parish or ministry flexible enough to encourage young people to be involved? 

• How are we journeying alongside young people in order to help them to encounter the living 

person of Christ and what areas can we improve in order to focus more on this?

• Francis has said that all of our formation should consist of a deeper understanding of the 

gospel message. How are we emphasizing the good news of Jesus with joy in all of our 

moments of formation with young people? 

• How are we encouraging our parishes as a home for young people to be invited and 

welcomed into? 

• How can we better minister to young adults (18-39) in our parishes?


