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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In the Gospel of Mark today, Jesus encounters a blind man named Bartimaeus. He 

needed help and believed Jesus was the one who could assist him. The people around him told 

him to keep quiet. Probably they judged his need to be of no importance to Jesus. Bartimaeus, 

however, did not stop; he continued to call out: "Son of David, have pity on me." Despite the 

disapproval of others, Jesus took time to listen to Bartimaeus, without judging him to be 

undeserving of God's care but in fact gave the man his full attention. As they began to talk, 

Jesus simply asked him what he wanted, and Bartimaeus replied that he wanted to see. Jesus 

restored his sight because he recognized something more in him. He recognized faith. His 

persistent faith was a sign that he wanted God to be near him and to have Jesus accompany 

him. 

My sisters and brothers, this gospel passage is a suitable episode to introduce us to the 

invitation to walk together and to journey together as Jesus' disciples did at the beginning of 

the Church. We are called to not pass by one another as strangers, but to pause and get to 

know one another. We are asked to seek out the lost and not to ignore those who have turned 

away. We are charged with taking time with those, who like Bartimaeus, cannot "see" or do 

not understand, or have deep questions about their relationship with God, with the church or 

even experience division within their families. 

In the light of this encounter between Jesus and the blind man Bartimaeus, I officially 

open today, our participation as the Diocese of Corpus Christi with the diocesan phase of the 

Synod on Synodality: For a Synodal Church - Communion, Participation and Mission. Our Holy 

Father, Pope Francis, is encouraging us to return to the spirit found among Jesus' disciples and 
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