
 

 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

AMENDED COVID-19 PARISH DIRECTIVES 
Effective August 11, 2021 

 

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) continue to update their guidelines concerning the COVID-

19 virus. Guidelines can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/html and should be consulted 

on a regular basis. 

In light of these guidelines, the following Directives for public Masses, liturgies, devotions, social 

gatherings in parish halls and classrooms are being offered. These will serve to clarify the current 

protocols on pastoral activity during this time: 

 

➢ Although there have been no changes to limitation on capacity within our parishes, each Pastor 

should discern the appropriate measures in supporting social distancing for parishioners as 

related to the size and layout of the Church building and capacity level. 
 

➢ The faithful are obliged to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Days of Obligation.  The faithful 

who continue to be dispensed are the following: 
 

▪ Those who are symptomatic or who have been in close contact (within 6 ft. of someone for 

a cumulative total of 15 minutes over a 24-hour period) to another with the virus within 7 

days are to remain home unless you have been fully vaccinated.  In such a case, follow 

quarantine protocol according to the CDC.  All attendees are asked to check their 

temperature at home before coming to church. 
 

▪ Those who are at risk because of an underlying health issue. 
 

➢ Wearing face masks or covering is highly encouraged: although, the wearing of face masks is 

left to individual discretion, i.e. priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful. 

 

➢ Use of Holy Water fonts are left to the discretion of the pastor.  If the Holy Water fonts are 

used, they should be cleansed after the Sunday Masses. 
 

➢ Hand sanitizer must be made available at all entrances of the church. 
 

➢ Proper sanitizing of churches must be done regularly. 
 

➢ All priests, deacons, EMHC must properly sanitize their hands before distributing Holy 

Communion. 

http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/html


 

 

➢ Distribution of the Precious Blood to the congregation is still suspended. 
 

➢ In concelebrating a Mass, each priest is to have a separate chalice for the reception of the 

Precious Blood or is to communicate by intinction before the main celebrant receives from the 

chalice. 
 

➢ Missalettes and hymnals are now permitted.  Parishes can place them in the pews. 
 

➢ Gatherings in parish halls are permissible.  Great responsibility must be taken in these 

gatherings. 
 

➢ Classrooms can be utilized but it is at the discretion of the pastor to offer in-person and/or 

virtual religious education classes.  Proper sanitizing of classrooms must be done regularly.  

In-person settings for children will follow the “Guidelines & Suggestions for Developing Faith 

Formation Programming 2021-2022” issued by through the Office of Discipleship and 

Evangelization. (see attachment) 
 

Pastor/Administrator Parish Protocol for COVID-19 Exposure 

➢ Encourage church personnel or parishioners presenting a COVID-19 exposure to seek and 

follow the recommendation of their individual medical health care provider and respective 

County Health Department. 
 

➢ Please make every effort to maintain privacy and confidentiality of individuals.  As a general 

rule, do not disclose the identity of an individual diagnosed with or suspected of having 

COVID-19. 
 

➢ Contact the Office of the Vicar General to engage the collaboration of the Chancery for support 

and response to offer a proper determination of risk to collaborate on an appropriate decision 

of quarantining/possible closures. 
 

Thank you to all the priest for the cooperation you are showing in keeping your parish community safe 

during this pandemic. 

Together, let us continue to pray for all who are suffering from the COVID-19 virus, for all health care 

workers and first responders.  Let us also continue to pray for all the deceased and their families.  Relying 

on the motherly care of Our Lady of Guadalupe and protection of St. Joseph, let us show the same care 

for one another remembering the words of our Lord:   

 

“For whatever you did for the least of my brothers, you did for me”.  (Matthew 25:40) 


