
 

 

 

 

 

Lent 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

--Continued-- 

  

Most Rev. Wm. Michael Mulvey, STL, DD 

Bishop of Corpus Christi 

 

 

To the People of God in the Diocese of Corpus Christi 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 Peace and blessings to each of you. 

 Lent is the Church’s season that offers us the opportunity to examine our relationship with 

God and service toward our neighbor.  Through prayer, fasting, self-denial and almsgiving, Lent 

serves to correct our selfishness and redirects us toward the greatest of all commandments, to 

love God and to love our neighbor.   

Jesus led the way for us as he spent 40 days praying and fasting in the desert.  There, in the 

desert he was tempted by the devil.  In those three temptations, he never turned away from his 

Father, but in the midst of his trials he strongly reaffirmed his love for his Father and his faith in 

the Father’s plan for him.   

2020 will be remembered as a unique and unanticipated Lent. Metaphorically, this Lent is 

lived out in the desert of a pandemic.  The Coronavirus as captured our attention.  It has affected 

the social behavior of families, communities, schools and parish.  It already dominates our 

thoughts, conversations and our anxieties for the future. 

 The Coronavirus continues to expand across the globe.  In its path, many have died bringing 

suffering to family members and causing fear, uncertainty, questions about the future and in some 

cases - panic. 

 In Italy, Masses have been suspended in parishes.  Priests say Mass alone with no 

parishioners in the Churches.     Archbishop Caputo of Pompeii, Italy addressed a letter to the 

faithful of Pompeii stating that “we are living a Lent that has brought unimaginable challenges to 

our desire to follow Christ.”  He continued by saying that “In these very difficult days, prayer must 

comfort us and become the expression of our hope….”  

 Brothers and sisters although our present situation here in South Texas may not be as 

extreme at this moment, nevertheless, we all have questions and concerns regarding the 

Coronavirus and the effects it brings to our daily lives, our health, our family and friends, the 

elderly, the economy and jobs.  Our lives can easily be overwhelmed by worry. 

   



 

 

In the midst of all these disruptions to normal daily life, the word of God calls us to renew the 

foundation of our Christian life: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat [or 

drink], or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than 

clothing?  …But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given 

you besides” (Matthew 6:28,33).  These words of Jesus are not magical formulas to “solve” our life’s 

concerns.  They do however call us to reaffirm the Father’s immense love for all of us as Jesus did in the 

desert. 

I want to encourage you, brothers and sisters, to take some time during these remaining weeks 

of Lent amid this crisis to read the Sermon on the Mount in St. Matthew’s Gospel chapters 5-7.  The 

words of Jesus found there are the foundation of daily Christian life. 

I encourage you to be prudent during this time.  Keep yourselves informed regarding the 

Coronavirus through the information provided by your local, state and federal health information 

websites.  Our diocesan website will soon have information to assist you and your pastors with 

recommendations regarding diocesan and parish activities.   

Above all, brothers and sisters, I ask you to be patient and vigilant in following the suggestions 

regarding hygiene and common-sense practices to keep you, your family and those around you in good 

health. 

  As you gather to celebrate Mass, I have already made the recommendations that: 

a. we not to use the common holy water fonts at the doors of the churches; 

b. we not receive the Blood of Christ by drinking from the chalices; 

c. we receive holy communion in the hand in order to avoid contagion through mouth fluids;  

d. we not shake hands at the sign of peace, instead we try even more to live in the peace of Christ 

with one another; 

I ask that during this period we also cooperate with other precautions given to avoid the spread 

of the virus.  If you are feeling poorly, have a high fever, are coughing or are short of breath that you stay 

home and participate in the Mass broadcast at 9:30 a.m. from the Cathedral.   

By each of us doing our part, we pray that the spread of the virus can be slowed down and soon 

eliminated. 

Jesus is always calling us to a stronger faith, a renewed hope and to a selfless charity.  To renew 

us he leads us into the desert.  This year Lent is lived in the desert of the Coronavirus.  Let us remind 

ourselves of God’s words communicated throughout the scriptures: “Do not be afraid.”  Mary heard 

these words as did Joseph, the shepherds, Peter, James and John and countless others.  Now these words 

are addressed to us.  Have courage, “Do not be afraid.”   
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I want to assure all of you of my prayers.  Let us pray for one another and for those who have lost 

their lives due to the Coronavirus. And may God watch over those who are presently afflicted with it.   

I ask God to bless each of you; may his Face shine upon yours. 

 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

 

                     

 

Most Reverend W. Michael Mulvey 

Bishop of Corpus Christi 

 


