
In response to the Order issued by the City of Corpus Christi and Nueces County on 

Saturday afternoon banning gatherings of 500 people or more in public places, the Diocese of 

Corpus Christi will comply with the order at its parishes on Sunday. 

Sunday masses will continue in all parishes. Pastors have been instructed, however, to 

monitor the number of the faithful attending each Mass. In cases where the number of the 

faithful gathering for Mass reaches 500, parishioners will be invited to consider an alternative 

Catholic Church or will be invited to return for Mass at a later hour. However, if anyone is not 

able to do so, they will be assured that their obligation for Sunday Mass is dispensed. 

I wish to remind the faithful that if they or someone in their household show symptoms 

associated with the Coronavirus, (i.e. high temperature, shortness of breath, coughing or 

sneezing) to please contact their medical provider and remain at home on Sunday in order to 

protect themselves and others. Further, if a person has any fear or hesitation concerning the 

transmission of the virus, he or she is welcome to remain at home. In their case, the obligation 

of Sunday mass is dispensed. 

The 9:30 a.m. Mass celebrated at the Corpus Christi Cathedral will be broadcast live as 

usual on Sunday March 15th KDF-TV on South Texas Cable Systems and on KLUX Radio 89.SHD. 

The decision to dispense the obligation to participle in the Eucharist on Sunday in the 

above situations is in no way meant to diminish the sacred obligation we have as Catholic 

Christians to keep holy the Lord's Day. The purpose of this decision is to keep individuals, 

especially the most vulnerable, and the community at large, safe from the spread of the 

harmful Coronavirus. 

I ask that we continue to pray for the victims across the globe of the COVID-

19/Coronavirus; we are all God's children, brothers and sisters. Moreover, let us pray for one 

another during this very difficult time. May our faith in the God's mercy and love increase. 

Bishop Michael Mulvey 

This communique relates only to parishes of the Diocese of Corpus Christi 

located in the City of Corpus Christi and Nueces County. 
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