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solemn vespers
and the 

profession of faith and oath of fidelity
by the most reverend mario alberto avilés c.o.

bishop-designate of corpus christi
the most reverend joe s. vásquez 

archbishop of galveston-houston
presiding 

the most reverend daniel e. flores 
bishop of brownsville

vice-president, united states conference of catholic bishops
homilist

tuesday, january 27, 2026 · 6:30 pm
most precious blood church  †  pro-cathedral for the diocese of corpus christi

ORGAN VOLUNTARY	 Chorale and Menuet from Suite Gothique	 Léon Boëllmann
			   (1862–1897)

All stand for the procession.

† INVITATORY (CALL TO PRAYER)

the divine office and vespers
The Divine Office or Liturgy of the Hours is the public "prayer 
of the Church with Christ to the Father" (General Instruction of 
the Liturgy of the Hours, 15) and as such, "is a source of piety, and 
nourishment for personal prayer." (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 90)

By tradition going back to early Christian times, the divine 
office is devised so that the whole course of the day and night 
is made holy by the praises of God. (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 84)

Vespers, the evening prayer of the Church, holds a "preeminent 
place" as one of the two hinges of the daily Office. It is celebrated 
at sunset to give thanks for the graces of the day and to recall 
the work of our Redemption. Through the singing of Psalms, 
the reading of Scripture, and the Magnificat, the community 
joins in the perpetual sacrifice of praise.

the profession of faith and oath of fidelity
Prior to assuming office, one who is designated to become 
a diocesan bishop is called to make a public declaration 
of faith in accordance with Canon Law. In addition, the  
bishop-designate takes an Oath of Fidelity—a promise to 
preserve unity with the Catholic Church, to carry out his 
episcopal office with the greatest care, and pledging loyalty  

and obedience to the Holy Father as the successor of Saint Peter.
As he makes these promises, the Bishop-designate places his 
hands upon the Holy Gospels and invokes God’s help to remain 
a witness to the Truth and a faithful shepherd to the flock 
entrusted to his care.

Call to Prayer

Solemn Vespers
after the Festal Tone (L.U. 250):

Presider:

God,  come to my assistance. r O

All:

Lord, make haste to help me. Glory

bowing at the waist:

be to the Fa-ther,

and to the Son and the Holy Spirit, as

standing upright:

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. Alle-lú-ia.

           
R.  The Lord sur rounds his peo ple with strength.- -

Antiphon 1: Ps 125

AO,
after Meinrad VIII

Vespers Tues. I/III

©2023 AO
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† HYMN	 O God, Our Firm and Steadfast Strength	 TALLIS' CANON
	 TEXT: Rerum Deus tenax vigor		  Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–1585)

The assembly is seated for the Psalmody.

PSALM 125	 The Lord, guardian of his people	 Tone VIII
		  Peace to God's true Israel (Galatians 6:16)	 St. Meinrad Psalter
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O God, Our Firm and Steadfast Strength
TALLIS' CANON

Thomas Tallis (1505–1585)
Rerum Deus Tenax · Vespers Hymn (opt.) Tues wk IIIRerum Deus Tenax

           
R.  The Lord sur rounds his peo ple with strength.- -

Antiphon 1: Ps 125

AO,
after Meinrad VIII

Vespers Tues. I/III

©2023 AO

 
1

   
2

  
3

   
4

  

St Meinrad Tone 8

group i
Those who put their trust in the Lord*
are like Mount Zion, * 
that cannot be shaken, *
that stands for ever.

group ii
Jerusalem! The mountains surround her,
so the Lord surrounds his people **
both now and for ever.

group i
For the scepter of the wicked  

shall not rest *
over the land of the just *
for fear that the hands of the just *
should turn to evil.

group ii
Do good, Lord, to those who are good, *
to the upright of heart; *
but the crooked and those who do evil, *
drive them away! *
On Is-ra-el, peace!

all (standing, bow)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Ho-ly Spirit: **

(standing upright)
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. A-men.

(ANTIPHON)
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PSALM PRAYER: Surround your people, Lord, within the safety of your Church, which you preserve on its 
rock foundation. Do not let us stretch out our hands to evil deeds, nor be destroyed by the insidious 
snares of the enemy, but bring us to share the lot of the saints in light.  R.  Amen.   All are seated.
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PSALM 131	 Childlike trust in God	 Tone II
		  Learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart (Matthew 11:29)	 St. Meinrad Psalter

            
R.  Un less you ac quire the heart of a child,

         
you can not en ter the king dom of God.- - - - -

Antiphon 1: Ps 131

AO,
after Meinrad VIII

Vespers Tues. I/III
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 
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   
3

   
4

  

St Meinrad Tone 2

group i
O Lord, my heart is not proud *
nor haughty my eyes. *
I have not gone after things too great *
nor marvels be yond me.

group ii
Truly I have set my soul *
in silence and peace. *
As a child has rest in its mo-ther’s arms, *
even so my soul.

all
** O Israel, hope in the Lord *
both now and for ever.

all (standing, bow)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Ho-ly Spirit: *

(standing upright)
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. A-men.

(ANTIPHON)
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 
1

  
2

   
3

   
4

   

St Meinrad Tone 5

PSALM PRAYER: Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, you declared that whoever receives a little 
child in your name receives you, and you promised your kingdom to those who are like children. 
Never let pride reign in our hearts, but may the Father’s compassion reward and embrace all who 
willingly bear your gentle yoke.  R.  Amen.      All are seated.
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         
R.  Lord, you have made us a king dom,

      
and priests for God our Fa ther.- -

Canticle of Revelation 4

AO,
after Meinrad V

Vespers Tues. I/III

©2023 AO

CANTICLE	 Redemption Hymn	 Revelation 4:11; 5:9–10, 12
			   St. Meinrad Psalter

READING		  Romans 12:9–12

    OUR LOVE MUST BE SINCERE. Detest what is evil, cling   
    to what is good. Love one another with the affection of brothers. 
Anticipate each other in showing respect. Do not grow slack but 
be fervent in spirit; he whom you serve is the Lord. Rejoice in 
hope, be patient under trial, persevere in prayer.

HOMILY		  The Most Rev. Daniel E. Flores S.T.D.
			   Bishop of Brownsville
			   Vice-President, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

            
R.  Un less you ac quire the heart of a child,

         
you can not en ter the king dom of God.- - - - -

Antiphon 1: Ps 131

AO,
after Meinrad VIII

Vespers Tues. I/III

©2023 AO

 
1
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2

   
3

   
4

   

St Meinrad Tone 5

group i
O Lord our God, you are worthy *
to receive glory and honor and power.

group ii
For you have created all things; *
by your will they came to be and were made.

group i
Worthy are you, O Lord, *
to receive the scroll and break open its seals.

group ii
For you were slain; *
with your blood you purchased for God *
men of every race and tongue, *
of every people and nation.

group i
You made of them a kingdom, *
and priests to serve our God, *
and they shall reign on the earth.

group ii
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain *
to receive power and riches, *
wisdom and strength, *
honor and glory and praise.

all (standing, bow)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, *
and to the Ho-ly Spirit: *

(standing upright)
as it was in the beginning, is now, *
and will be for ever. A-men.

(ANTIPHON)

All are seated.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH
Before assuming his new office, the Bishop-designate makes a public Profession of Faith, affirming his personal belief in and 
adherence to the teachings of Christ and His Church.

OATH OF FIDELITY
He then takes and signs the Oath of Fidelity— a personal promise made by the Bishop-designate to preserve unity with 
the Catholic Church and to carry out his office with the greatest care, pledging loyalty and obedience to the Holy Father as 
the successor of Saint Peter, and diligent care for and service to the people of the Diocese of Corpus Christi. The Bishop-
designate places his hands upon the Holy Gospels and invokes God’s help to remain a witness to the Truth and a faithful 
shepherd to the flock entrusted to his care. 

After this has been done, the liturgy of Vespers continues with the responsory.

RESPONSORY
A cantor, together with the priests and prelates, sings the the versicles

with the rest of the assembly singing the response as indicated.

All stand.

† GOSPEL CANTICLE: MAGNIFICAT		  Rev. James J. Chepponis MDiv, MA 

			   (b. 1956)

Short Responsory

Vespers - Tues. I/III
after the Festal Tone (L.U. 250) / Meinrad tone V:

HROUGH

Presider or Cantorii:

all eternity, O God, r your

All:

promise stands unshaken.

Your

Presider or Cantorii:

faithfulness will never fail, r your

All:

promise stands unshaken.

Glory

Presider or Cantorii:

to the Father, and to the Son, r your

All:

promise stands unshaken.

Through

Presider or Cantorii:

all eternity, O God, r your

All:

promise stands unshaken.

& bbbb 86 .œ œ œ œ
R.  Pro claim the

œ œ œ œ jœ
great ness of God; re

œ œ œ œ jœ
joice in God, my

jœ œ Œ jœ
Sav ior! Re

œ jœ œ œ œ
joice in God, my

jœ œ
Sav ior!- - - - - -

Magnificat
James J. ChepponisGospel Canticle Response for Solemn Vespers

Luke 1:46-55; James J. Chepponis

Antiphon for the Magnificat

Vespers - Tues. I/III
after the Festal Tone (L.U. 250) / Meinrad tone V:

M Y soul rejoices in God my Savior.
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Magnificat
James J. ChepponisGospel Canticle Response for Solemn Vespers

Luke 1:46-55; James J. Chepponis

† INTERCESSIONS
V.  God establishes his people in hope. Let us cry 

out to him with joy:
R.  You are the hope of your people, Lord.
V.  We thank you, Lord, — because in Christ you have 

given us all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
R.  You are the hope of your people, Lord.
V.  O God, in your hands are the hearts of the 

powerful; bestow your wisdom upon govern-
ment leaders, — may they draw from the 
fountain of your counsel and please you in 
thought and deed.

R.  You are the hope of your people, Lord.

V.  The talents of artists reflect your splendor,  
—may their work give the world hope and joy.

R.  You are the hope of your people, Lord.
V.  You do not allow us to be tested beyond our 

ability, — strengthen the weak and raise up the 
fallen.

R.  You are the hope of your people, Lord.
V.  Through your Son you promised to raise men 

up on the Last Day, 
— do not forget those who have died.

R.  You are the hope of your people, Lord. 

Pater Noster - for Divine Office

The Lord's Prayer
Roman Missal tone

UR Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation, but de-liver us from e- vil.

Pater Noster - for Divine Office

The Lord's Prayer
Roman Missal tone

UR Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us,

and lead us not into temptation, but de-liver us from e- vil.

Presider: With longing for the coming of God's kingdom, let us offer our prayer to the Father.

† THE LORD'S PRAYER		  Missal Chants
			   Gregorian tone (c. 9th–10th century), adapt. ICEL
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† CONCLUDING PRAYER
Lord, may our evening prayer rise up to you, and your blessing come down upon us. May your help and salvation 
be ours now and through all eternity. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

	 R.   Amen.

† PONTIFICAL BLESSING
	 V.   The Lord be with you.  R.  And with your spirit.
	 V.   Blessed be the name of the Lord.  R.  Now and for ever.
	 V.   Our help is in the name of the Lord.  R.  Who made heaven and earth.
	 V.   May almighty God bless you, the  +  Father, and the  +  Son, and the  +  Holy Spirit.
	 R.   Amen.

† DISMISSAL
	 V.   Go in peace.
	 R.   Thanks be to God.

† ORGAN POSTLUDE	 Fugue in Eb Major ("St. Anne") bwv 552b	 Johann Sebastian Bach
			   (1685–1750)

Copyright Acknowledgments
The Revised Grail Psalms Copyright © 2010, Conception Abbey/The Grail, admin. by 

GIA Publications, Inc., www.giamusic.com All rights reserved.
St. Meinrad Psalter ©Saint Meinrad Archabbey, CCL license.
Magnificat ©1980 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission, OneLicense

The English translation of The Liturgy of the Hours (Four Volumes) ©1974, ICEL; Readings 
and Old and New Testament Canticles (except the Gospel Canticles) are from The New 
American Bible © 1970 CCD.

SACRED MUSIC FOR SOLEMN VESPERS
mr. alex oldroyd

Director of Sacred Music
Corpus Christi Cathedral

dr. meaghan king
Director of Sacred Music,

Most Precious Blood Parish

the pontifical chorale of
corpus christi cathedral

festival choir from 
the diocese of corpus christi

With joy and thanksgiving to almighty God, the Diocese of Corpus Christi invites you to 
solemn mass

with the rite of canonical possession
wherein

the most reverend mario alberto avilés c.o.
will be installed as

the ninth bishop of corpus christi
 by  

the most reverend joe s. vásquez 
archbishop of galveston-houston

wednesday, january 28, 2026 · 2:00 pm
most precious blood church  †  pro-cathedral for the diocese of corpus christi


