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May 28, 2017 - Seventh Sunday of Easter 

dear Padre 
 
What is “secularism,” and is it possible 
for a Christian to also be a secularist?  
 
 
Secularism is a philosophical movement that has its roots in 
England in the 1850s. The movement began because some felt 
religion and the Bible were inadequate sources for explaining many 
aspects of modern life. Secularists believe you can find all 
motivation for living a moral life in what is readily observable. Thus, 
secularism sees the Christian religion, and in fact all religions, as 
worthless.  
 
Some might argue that secularism is the same as the separation of 
Church and state, that public schools should give a secular 
education, that they shouldn’t be teaching the Christian, or any, 
religion. At first glance, that may sound right, but it isn’t.  
 
A Catholic second-grade public school teacher should not teach 
Catholic doctrine to her class in the same way that a Baptist second
-grade public school teacher should not teach Baptist doctrine to his 
class, but the faith of the Catholic or the Baptist should influence 
the way they teach their class.  
 
They might not teach specific doctrine, but the way each 
approaches the class should be done as one who has faith in Jesus 
Christ. The same is true of a politician or someone who works at a 
fastfood restaurant. In implicit ways, our faith in Jesus should 
always influence what we say and do.  
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