St. Francis Catholic
Church & School

5651 SW Oregon St, Sherwood, OR 97140 503-625-6185
stfrancissherwood.org Fax: 503-625-5%914

Mass
Schedule

Saturday Vigil 5:30 pm
Sunday 8:00 am§

10:30 am & 5:00 pm }.
Tuesday 12:00 pm |
Wed - Fri 8:30 am |
1st Saturday 8:30 am |

Communion Servicel
Monday 8:30 am |

Sacrament of

Reconciliation
Saturday  4:00-5:00 pm}
and by appointment

Perpetual Adoration ) o o
lesus calls us to conversion and discipleship. Because we believe in Jesus, we the
St. Francis Parish Family minister to eoch other and to the lorger community in
holfiness and justice. Our celebration of the sacraments helps us to be Spirit-filled and
challenges us to enable each person, each family and the parish and world

communities to promote the kingdom of God every day.

Parish Rosary
4th Thursday

7:00 pm

Pastoral and School Staff

Administrator Fr. James Herrera  503-625-6185  frjamesherrera@gmail.com

Pastoral Assistant Deacon Bill Bloudek 503-625-6185  bill@stfrancissherwood.org

Parish Secretary Mimi Urmini 503-625-6185  church@stfrancissherwood.org

Business Manager Sheila Polowicz 503-625-6185  sheila@stfrancissherwood.org

Director of RE & Middle School Lisa McGuigan 503-625-6188  lisam@stfrancissherwood.org

RE Pre/K & Elementary Violet Wanner 503-625-6187  violet@stfrancissherwood.org

High School Ashley Ludwig 503-625-6185 ashley@stfrancissherwood.org

Social Action Jennifer Mirek 503-625-7067  jennifer@stfrancissherwood.org

Music Coordinator Angele Rogers 503-603-0120 - church@stfrancissherwood.org

Welcome & Hospitality Linda Blackwood 503-625-6185 linda@stfrancissherwood.org

Wedding & Hall Coordinator Susan Ludwig 503-998-7085  touch.oflove@comcast.net

Maintenance Dave Cookson 503-577-9745  church@stfrancissherwood.org

School Principal Kimberly Fadden  503-625-0497  kimberly.fadden@stfrancissherwoodschool.org
School Secretary Gretcher Brown 503-625-0497  gretchen.brown@stfrancissherwoodschool.org




Monday, November 30

1:30 pm  Senior Study Group PC.
Tuesday, Pecember 1

10:00 am Liturgy Committee Meeting P.C.
6:30 pm  Stephen Ministry Meeting P.C.
7:00 pm RCIA P.C.
Wednesday, December 2

8:30 am  School Mass Church
9:00am  Quilting Old Hall
6:30 pm  Middle Schoo! Youth Group pP.C
730 pm  Quest P.C.
7:30 pm  Choir Rehearsal (10:30) Church
Thursday, December 3

9:30 am  Quest P.C.
7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal (8:00) Church
Friday, December 4

9:00 am  Adoration & Benediction Chapel
Saturday, December 5

8:30 am  First Saturday Mass Chapel
9:00 am  Advent Women’s Brunch p.C
Sunday, December 6

Knights of Columbus Breakfast

Blood Pressure Screening

9:15am  Elementary Faith Formation P.C.
9:45 am  Rosary/Chaplet of Divine Mercy Chapel
10:30 am Children’s Liturgy of the Word P.C.
10:30 am Preschool Faith Formation P.C.
5:00 pm Youth Mass Church
6:00 pm Confirmation Class P.C.
6:00 pm  High School Youth Group P.C.

Week of November 30-—December 6
Monday 8:30 am  Communion Service
Tuesday 12:00 pm  Lori Havel
Wednesday 8:30am Oscar & Ofelia Franco
Thursday 8:30am  Juan Perez

Friday 8:30 am  Eva Millert+
Saturday 8:30am  Carl Buskuhl+
Saturday 5:30 pm Agnes Weisner+
Sunday 8:00 am Pat Stevens+
Sunday 10:30 am  Leonard Michaud+
Sunday 5:00 pm  People of the Parish

Loan Pay Back—Week 148
Richard & Shirley Smith-McKnight

w

Baruch 5:1-9  Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3,4-5,6
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11 TLuke 3:1-6

Readers Ushers Servers

Saturday 5:30 pm Mass

Kelly Beemer Ted Trecker Stephanie Killinger

Denny Devlin Hank Becker Carmen Bartoletta
Kay Beemer

Sunday 8:00 am Mass

Mike Roos Collin Borla Michael Wanner

Tim Burke Linda Shannon Nicholas Wanner
Jonah Raleigh

Sunday 10:30 am Mass

Lynette Koppel Chris Corrado Ella Bowman

Danieile Coughran Chase Highberger
Aidan Highberger

Sunday 5:00 pm Mass

2 HS Youth Scott Volk Eleanor Snyder

2 HS Youth Amelia Snyder

Gwenyth Snyder

If you are unavailable for your scheduled time,
please find a replacement Minister or Coffee Host.




From the desk of Father James

It is amazing to me to be sitting and writing this letter for the First Sunday of Advent, but here we are.

This Sunday marks the beginning of a new Liturgical Year for us Catholics. We enter into this new Litur-
gical Year of Grace, and what better way to start a new year, than to begin by longing for our Lord Jesus to
come, to come again in glory, for which we are all waiting, and to remember his first coming when the
Word was made Flesh for us.

I We enter this season of Advent with true longing in our hearts. We are longing for Him to come back to
fulfill the promise He made to return and bring us home to our heavenly Father in heaven. We wait with
hope and joyful longing for that day. But as we all know, sometimes (okay maybe a lot of times), we don’t
like to wait. We get impatient or lose focus. We may even forget what we are waiting for.

Advent helps us to pause and refocus ourselves. We take time, especially during these hectic days leading
up to Christmas to pause and remind ourselves what we are waiting for and the importance of always being
alert and ready to greet our loving Lord. To refocus on what is truly important, Jesus’ birth into the world
and His return to bring us home.

We will not know the day or the hour when He will come. Let us take this time of Advent to slow down
and redirect our hearts to wait with joyful hope for the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ.

Guest Speaker for Advent -
Sunday, December 13

Time: 11:30 am-1:00 pm
In the Spirit of St. Francis Location: Begin in the Parish Center & End
- - in the Church

¢+ 'To Kristie Greenslitt and Amy Cookson for
sharing their time phone sitting & helping in the
parish office.

¢ To Jennifer Pitt, Nadine Fuchs, Natalie
Fuchs, Elia Bowman, Lara Fuchs, Rosary
Contreras, Megan Knickerbocker and Sue
Willard for making the tags for the Giving Tree.

+ To Lori Oliver for coordinating the Giving Tree
tags and enlisting great volunteer help.

+ To LeRoy Nollette for making the Allen
wrench key holders for the church keys.

The Knights of Columbus, Strong Catholic Families,
and Faith Formation have teamed together to host an all

| parish event featuring international speaker Deacon
Harold Burke-Sivers. (Deaconharold.com)

We will begin with a luncheon, (11:30 am — 12:15 pm)
followed by a rousing presentation by Deacon Harold
(12:30 pm in the church).

Childcare will be provided for preschool through fifth
grade, offering the children an opportunity to learn

In the Spirit of St. Francis... THANK YOU! about Advent in a more “action filled” class.




This Sunday, November 29, the First Sunday of Advent,
those who have begun the journey toward the Easter sacra-
ments will celebrate the Rite of Election and the Rite of
Welcome at the 10:30 am Mass. This marks the beginning
of the period of the Catechumenate. We rejoice with them.
Welcome them as you would welcome Christ.

Our Confirmation class spent 24 hours together during the
Fall Retreal, Puring this retreat we focused on communi-
ty building as well as how each fulfills his/her purpose in
the community as a whole. We had a visit from a semi-
narian from Mt. Angel Seminary, Luke Stager, who
shared his testimony and call to the priesthood. We as-
sembled sandwiches and handed out about 200 lunch
sacks to the homeless on the streets of downtown Port-
land. We gathered with our sponsors for dinner to begin
the spiritual journey together. We experienced different
forms of prayer in order to deepen our relationship with
Christ, To finish off the night, we played broomball just
after midnight at the Sherwood Ice Arena. To conclude
the retreat the next morning, our focus was on acknowl-
edging our current refationship with the Lord.

Also, our Confirmation class met to learn about Revela-
tion and the Four Marks of the Catholic Church. There
was great interaction amongst the class learning the basic
theology — this class particularly answers well with choco-
late as a reward!

Thank you to all who helped out with the Confirmation
Retreat: Patrick Nave, Bryan Leach and Todd
Dalebroux for driving and chaperoning the teens down-
town; Jennifer Peniuk for chaperoning the downtown
trip; Valerie Dalebroux, Mary Davidson and Jeanne
Nave for beatifying and hosting the sponsor/candidate
dinner; Jeff Wiren and the Cub Scout Treop who
helped set up all the tables and chairs for the dinner; Terri
Wexted and Patrick Nave who provided the “Midnight
Express” car ride to and from the ice arena; to the Knights
of Columbus who accommodated and fed the 40 hungry
retreatants Sunday morning; Rob Gonzalez, Laura Pot-
ter ard Tim Clarke who made many sacrifices to teach
and chaperone the weekend retreat.

Women’s Ministry Advent Brunch ( z/)
We will host our third annual Advent Brunch on Satur-
day, December 5. (9:00 am — 11:00 am) Please plan
on joining us and find out why so many women have
found this a wonderful way to begin the season of Ad-
vent.

Just for fun we offer the opportunity to decorate the
tables at brunch. Get together with a friend, or just
bring your favorite table decorations and decorate a
table at 8:00 am on Saturday morning. Please contact
Lisa McGuigan in the parish office; 1) If you plan on
attending, and 2) I you would like to decorate a table
for brunch. (LisaM@stfrancissherwood.org)

Join us in December as we prepare our hearts to receive the
gift of Christ at Christmas.

Dec. 2 — Contemplating the Face of Christ during Advent
Dec 8 — Tuesday, Immaculate Conception & Celebration
of Holy Year of Mercy
{Youth can sit together with their leaders as a
group — to the left of altar ~ or with their family)
Dec 9 - Advent Class
Dec 16 — All Parish Reconciliation
(Youth will meet at 6:30 pm in the parish center to
prepare for confession and then join the parish in
the church for a reconciliation service. Parents
can pick up in the parish center around 8:15 pm)

DATE: Sundays

TIME: 6:00 pm — 8:30 pm

We pray that you had a very blessed Thanksgiving. We will
not have class the weekend after Thanksgiving, November

29.

Join us on December 6 for a series on Advent.

o




I Hear You, Lonely Mama by Jane Korvemaker on November 2,
2015 Articles from our Contributors, For Your Family

1 see you, lonely mama. You were introduced tome at a
parish mom’s group. 1 listened intently when you chatted noncha-
lantly about your career, your first cute and absolutely adorable
little baby, how you found out about the group and decided ona
whim to check it out. I heard the nervousness, covered with talking
and chatting and running after kids. 1 heard you looking for valida-
tion. I heard you and I saw myself in you.

I was in a similar position with my first child, stretched
far away from family in a new city. I didp’t know howtobe a
mom. I didny’t have much to rely on for help, just like you were
telling me you don’t feel you have. I struggled with what was nor-
mal, I struggled with finding a fit with different groups too. It still
makes me nervous, this stretching out of myself to fry to meet new
people. But I must admit you were quite graceful at it and I admire
your courage.

1 heard you mention that you just don't know what to do
with church and your baby. You haven’t gone to Mass since your
baby was born because you just don’t know how to do it. How
does one manage a crying baby? How does one nurse when they
get so hungry? What if she cries at the wrong time?

1 hear you trying to comnect to your faith. I hear your
struggle. And I want to give you such a big embrace for asking
these questions and being courageous and coming to the group. All
1 want to share with you is that you are absolutely without a doubt
welcome.

Welcome to come to Mass and just be. Join us and be
who you are and let your daughter be who she is. Is she fussy?
She’s welcome! And as a coping Mama so are you. Is she always
hungry? Nurse away! Is she awkward to carry at times? Come and
sit and the both of you rest in the love of our God. In our commu-
nity there is almost always a child crying {and I can vouch for my
own at least once per Mass) and so we can embrace this as the
normal of our here-and-now lives. Children are normal. Their tan-
truros are normal. Their mischief is normal. Poopy diapers are nor-
mal (as are the explosions, unfortunately). Their joy is normal.
Their blessed innocence is normal. The gift of who they are is our
normal.

Our community is less when you can’t join us. While we
are a community far from being perfect, we are now closer to the
perfection we strive for when you are with us. We are fuller with
you and especially now that § know you and I can call you by
name and remember your face. I miss the times that you are not
with us. [’m eager to encourage you and help you find that normal.
I'm eager for you to find that community you’ve been searching
for in us. We're not perfect, but we are a bunch of misfits loving
our God together. 1 think we can all relate to that. All of us parents
are continually trying to figure out our kids as they change so fre-
quently and sometimes we don’t get them figured out right. Some-
times that spifls over into our worship time. Sometimes not. There
is always a place for us here.

So [ will search the congregation at Mass these coming
weekends. If we get there before Mass starts, I would invite you to
sit with us and see how well our “normal” works during Mass. It
doesn’t always. But sometimes, it does, You can listen to how well
other families” “normal”™ works for them. And best of all, we can
be together listening to and worshiping cur God.

I see you, lonely mama. I don’t want you to be lonely
anymore.

Jennifer Mirek - 503-625-7067
Old Hall - 503-625-1263
jennifer@stfrancissherwood.org
Foed Pantry Hours:

Wed & Thur 9:00 am—11:00 am and
Wed 5:00 pm—7:00 pm

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: soup, canned fruit,
laundry detergent, dish soap

HOPE SHELTER NEEDS: hand warmers, small
bottles of hand sanitizer, bus tickets (2.5 hour tick-
ets)

HOPE SHELTER COUNT ON 11/22/15: 16
guests

HOPE DINER: A place for people hungry for
food and friendship. Sundays - 5:00 pm at the Old
Hall. All are welcome. Hosts: St. Francis Team 2

Giving Tree and Christmas Food Boxes:

The Giving Tree and Christmas food donation sign
ups are in the narthex on this first Sunday of Ad-
vent! If you would like to take a tag, please com-
plete the Giving Tree Form and place it in the bas-
ket near the tree. The form asks for your contact
information and tag number/letter combination
(example: 43B1, 37A2). It is very important to fill
out these forms so we can track the presents and
make sure each child is taken care of!

Giving Tree presents can be placed under the tree
in the narthex or can be brought to the parish of-
fice. Please wrap your present and tape the Giving
Tree tag to your present. Presents are needed by
Monday, December 14,

Non-Perishables are needed by Monday, Decem-
ber 14. Perishable donations need to be brought to
the Old Hall on Saturday, December 19 between
8:00 am-—10:00 am. We are distributing presents
and food boxes on Saturday December 19. Thank
you very much!!

o



St. Francis School
Accredited through June 2020

Sunday, November 29, the Church begins the Season of Advent.

Advent is not the same as Christmas. Advent is a time to praise God for his great gift of his Son, Jesus. It is a time
to think about how ready we are to receive Jesus whenever he comes to us: in those who are in need; in the Eu-
charist at Mass; and at the end of time when Jesus comes in glory. Advent is a time to prepare our hearts and souls
to celebrate the birthday of the Messiah.

There are four weeks in Advent. The First Sunday of Advent is a good time to talk with your child about how im-

portant it is to prepare to receive Jesus. Before you begin decorating and shopping and partying, talk with your
child about the things you and your family can do to observe the weeks of Advent.

I wish you a holy Advent and a Blessed Christmas Season.

“The beginning of
W Be sure to ‘like’ St Francis Catholic Church the liturgical year
helps us to relive
i | the expectation of

@ Follow St. Francis Catholic Church on Pin- God made flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary,

terest God who makes himself small, He becomes

child, it speaks to us of the coming of a God who is
near, who wanted to experience the life of man,
on upcoming events, ministry happenings and from the very beginning, to save it completely, ful-
many Catholic resources for all ages. ly. And 50 the mystery of the Incarnation of the
Lord and the beginning of human life are inti-
mately connected and in harmony with each oth-
er within the one saving plan of God, the Lord of
life of each and every one of us. The Incarnation

Visit stfrancissherwood.org for information

reveals 1o us, with intense light and in an amazing
. way, that every human life has an incomparable, a
Cathﬂléc Corner most elevated dignity.”” ~Pope Benedict XVI
When is an oath lawful? The glory of God, the 11727710
good of our neighbor or our own personal good . . . .
would be suitable reason for taking an oath, First 1000 I_?g_ws: A Catholic Culture of Life Initi-
Men indeed swear by a greater than them ative reflection for Sunday November 29, Where
selves, and in all their disputes an oath is All Are Welcomed and Loved With Mercy - Day
final for confirmation (Heb. 6:16.) 259 The deve!opmg_baby in the Wo_mb when ex-
St. Paul Family Catechism, 619 posed to lead is at higher risk of being born prema-
turely and having low-weight at birth. The mother
Next Week: What is perjury? is at higher risk of a complicated pregnancy due to
lead induced hypertension.




Announcements

Happening this Week:

¢ Strong Catholic Families will be hosting an Advent Wreath making event in the parish center following
the 8:00 am and 10:30 am Masses this Sunday, November 29.

pliiE s = i Tnnis R

» Please join the Knights of Columbus for their delicious breakfast after the morning Masses on Sunday,
December 6.

e There will be Masses on Tuesday, December 8 for the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. This is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times are 8:30 am and 7:00 pm.

s The lost and found is starting to pile up in the church. Please check the boxes in the narthex. They will be
there until Sunday, December 13 after which point the items will be donated to charity.

¢ St. Francis School is having their annual online auction November 30--December 7. The auction is
hosted by eBay, so all you need is an eBay account in order to bid or purchase. There are some great items
and certificates available, including a $5000 certificate to Wilson Orthodontics that can be applied toward
any new orthodontic patient's treatment and has no expiration date. To view the items for sale, starting No-
vember 30, please go to hitp://is.gd/stfrancisonline or you can reach the online auction by visiting the
school's website http://www.stfrancissherwoodschool.org/ and clicking on the "auction" tab. 100% of pro-
ceeds go directly to the school. Thank you for your support!

s Monday, December 7, is Military Appreciation Night at The Grotto's Christmas Festival of Lights.
All active and former servicemen and women will receive complimentary admission to the Festival good
for Monday, December 7 only. For all other days of the Festival, The Grotto offers a military discount.
Just show your Military card at the ticket booth to receive your tickets.
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