
 

 

Third Sunday of Advent December 15, 2019 

Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesday – Saturday 8:30 am 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 5:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
and by appointment 
 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday – Thursday  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 Closed for lunch from 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

15651 SW Oregon St    Sherwood, OR 97140     503-625-6185    stfrancissherwood.org

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US 
Whether you are a long-time parishioner and need to update your information or newly arrived in the parish 
and not yet registered, please complete the information below and place in the offertory basket, mail to the 
parish office or email the information to murmini@sfsherwood.org. 

 
Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ City ___________________ Zip ___________ 
 
□ New Parishioner  □ Returning Catholic  □ Moving (please remove from parish directory) 
 
□ New Phone Number □ New Address  □ Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes 

Parish Administrator   Fr. Shane McKee frsmckee@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Deacon     Bill Bloudek  bbloudek@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Administrative Assistant Bobbi Fallon  bfallon@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper  Mimi Urmini  murmini@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation Monica Conrow mconrow@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6187 

Music Coordinator   Christa Weeks  cweeks@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

School Principal   Denise Gonzalez dgonzalez@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 

School Administrative Assistant Gretchen Brown gbrown@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 



 

 

 

 

Monday, December 16th 
Blessed Honoratus Kozminski 
Tuesday, December 17th 
St. Hildegard of Bingen 
8:30 am  Mass (Linda Thomas+) Church 
Wednesday, December 18th 
Blessed Anthony Grassi 
8:30 am  Mass (Fr. Michael Louis O’Halloran+)Church 
Thursday, December 19th 
Blessed Pope Urban V 
8:30 am Mass (Gary Abel+) Church 
5:00 pm Reconciliation Church 
Friday, December 20th 
St. Dominic of Silos 
8:30 am  Mass (Gemma Dardis) Church 
Saturday, December 21st  
St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
8:30 am  Mass (Bella & Luke Yannello) Church 
4:00 pm  Reconciliation Chapel 
5:30 pm  Mass (Don Stetner+) Church 
6:30 pm 7 Minute Talk Church 
Sunday, December 22nd 
Blessed Jacopone de Todi 
8:00 am  Mass (Emery & Antoinette Carter+) Church 
9:00 am 7 Minute Talk Church 
9:45 am  Rosary/Chaplet of Divine Mercy Chapel 
10:30 am  Mass (Choi Godchildren) Church 
11:30 am 7 Minute Talk Church 
5:00 pm  Mass (People of the Parish) Church 
6:00 pm 7 Minute Talk Church 

Church Calendar 

If you are unavailable for your scheduled time,  

please find a replacement Minister. 

Coffee and Donuts December 22nd  

  

TBD 

Isaiah 7:10-14 
Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

Romans 1:1-7 
 Matthew 1:18-24 

Liturgical Ministers  
December 21st & 22nd 

Financial News 
 

Collection total for 12/7 & 12/8:  $14,335.50 

Readers Ushers          Servers          
 

Saturday 5:30 pm 
Julie Hefner Joe Corello  Darynne Guevara 

Thomas Hefner Jeff Dennison  Reanne Guevara 

             Gianne Guevara 

Sunday 8:00 am  
Pat Allen John Milroy  Kathryn Isaac 

Gordon Stewart Kevin Moore  Elijah Payne 

      1 Volunteer 
Sunday 10:30 am   
Sandra Sandness Keith Blau  Joseph Conrow  

Gary Sandness 2 Volunteers  Dylan Conrow 

      Kenneth Conrow 

Sunday 5:00 pm    

Maurissa Fisher Giovi Paras  Oliver Fisher 

 1 Volunteer  Nicholas Fisher 

      Madison Liles 

Next Sunday's Readings 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Other Parish Activities 

Sunday, December 15th 
11:30 am   Parish Potluck P.C. 
12:30 pm   Adult Education/MS/HS P.C. 
12:30 pm   Parents and Students Grades 1-12 P.C. 
2:30 pm     High School Confirmation  
Monday, December 16th 
10:30 am    Strong For Life P.C. 
1:30 pm      Senior Study Group P.C. 
Wednesday, December 18th 
9:00 am Food Pantry/Clothes Closet Old Hall 
9:00 am Quilters Old Hall 
10:30 am Strong for Life P.C. 
5:00 pm  Food Pantry/Clothes Closet Old Hall 
7:00 pm Adult Education P.C. 
7:00 pm Insight Group P.C. 
7:00 pm  Choir Rehearsal Church 
Thursday, December 19th 
9:00 am      Food Pantry/Clothes Closet Old Hall 
9:30 am Faith Reflection Group P.C. 
6:00 pm Care Giver Support Group P.C. 
7:00 pm Parish Rosary Chapel 
Saturday, December 21st 
9:00 am K of C Cleanup of Grounds Outside 
                    (all welcome) 
Sunday, December 22nd 
11:30 am    Children’s Choir Rehearsal Church 
5:00 pm       Hope Diner - St. Francis Team 4 Old Hall 



 

 

 

 

From the Music Director: 
 
St. Augustine once described his experience of sacred music “How I wept, deeply moved by your hymns, songs, and 
the voices that echoed through your Church! What emotion I experienced in them! … A feeling of devotion surged 
within me, and tears streamed down my face- tears that did me good.” (Confessions 9:6,14) 
This is what musicians desire to help the congregation experience- transformation, an experience of the truth and 
beauty of God that helps us grow spiritually.  How does music help us connect to God? What does good sacred mu-
sic look like? 
The Church tells us, most recently expressed in Archbishop Sample’s pastoral letter “Sing to the Lord a New Song”, 
that Sacred music is music which possesses three qualities- sanctity, beauty, and universality.  The Catechism 
(1157) expounds sacred music has “three fundamental qualities: beauty expressive of prayer, the unanimous partici-
pation of the assembly at the designated moments, and the solemn character of the celebration-- ultimately to the glo-
ry of God and the sanctification of the faithful.” 
To support this, you may have noticed a shift in the tone of the music selection in the last few months. I have sought 
to have musical selections which reflect the reverence we offer God through the Mass, are high quality musically and 
in the prose of the songs, and lastly, have participation in the universality of the Church, through the inclusion of oc-
casional Latin texts and chant. 
My desire is that the music at St Francis draws people into prayer and closer to Christ and his Church, and help peo-
ple reconnect through music to their faith, and the deep beauty that it can and should express.  
Please join me in offering the “first fruits” of our music, to create an environment that proclaims the Eucharistic 
Mass as the “source and summit of the Christian life.” (Catechism 1324) 
Christa Weeks, Music Coordinator 

Christmas Music 
 
The Christmas Eve children's Mass will be at 5pm on 
12/24. Those with children interested in participating 
in the singing for the Mass, please attend the practice 
immediately following the 10:30am Mass on 12/23. 
 
We will be singing a variety of carols and would love to 
have you join us. Children who study instruments such 
as violin, viola, flute, and guitar are encouraged to par-
ticipate in the choir. If your child will participate in the 
Christmas Eve 5:00 Mass choir, please let Ms. Beyers 
know via her school email: mbeyers@sfsherwood.org 
and she can send you a list of the songs.  
 
 
The Annual Christmas Eve parish concert starts at 
11pm on 12/24, prior to the Vigil mass. Please come and 
hear the musical gifts of those in the Parish as we all pre-
pare for the coming of the Baby Jesus. 

The Knights of Columbus will be beautifying the St Francis 
campus for Christmas. We could use extra help. Anyone 
wishing to volunteer please show up on Sat Dec. 21 from 9 AM 
- 12:00 Noon. Please bring brooms, pitch forks, lawn rakes, gar-
den rakes, looping shears, pruners, wheel barrels, leaf blow-
ers...and any gas/electric tools that would help with landscap-
ing. NOTE: Please label your tools with your family name.  

mailto:mbeyers@sfsherwood.org


 

 

 

Office of the Principal 

 

December 4, 2019 
 

Dear Parents, 
I hope you had a blessed and relaxing Thanksgiving with family and friends. The end of the year is quickly approaching 
with a great deal to complete.  Our virtue this month is patience, which is an appropriate virtue with Christmas quickly 
approaching.  Though the Christmas season should be a happy time, it is also a very stressful time for many families 
and children.  It is a month where the students are restless and are eager for Christmas vacation.  Please remember to 
slow down on the streets, leave a little earlier for morning drop off, help out a neighbor in need, and most importantly, 
smile.  
  

Thank you to all of the families that contributed to the Oregon National Guard Toy Drive. Ms. Hilburger and her 
kindergarten and first grade students did a marvelous job in collecting and graphing the results of 262 toys.  St. Francis 
Catholic School community has made a heartfelt difference in many children’s lives this Christmas.   
The students are busy preparing for our big Christmas performance on December 19th.  The students are very excited to 
sing some of their favorite Christmas songs and the drama club is ready to act out The Mouse and the Manager.  I am 
looking forward to this special evening. The Christmas program will begin promptly at 6:30 p.m.  The students are to 
come dressed in their Sunday best.  
     

As stated at Back to School Night and in my previous principal letter, we are working on marketing and recruiting 
students at St. Francis Catholic School (SFCS).  When speaking to current families about why they joined SFCS the 
number one response is, “We joined because another family told us about how wonderful the school and community 
are.”  What this means is you (parents) are our biggest asset to filling the seats at SFCS.  Our SAC and marketing team 
are brainstorming ideas on how to market our school to more families. We know our webpage is the number one tool in 
reaching others, and we are currently updating our website and in January a school video will be filmed. Additionally, I 
have distributed Open House fliers to businesses, preschools, and churches in hopes of attracting new families.  Please 
invite families to attend our Open House on December 15th from 11:30 am -1:00 pm, and please continue to recruit 
families, so they too can take advantage of our wonderful education and community. Moreover, Ms. Hilburger and I 
will be attending Nike’s Kindergarten Fair on December 12th.  Thank you for helping me in advertising our school and 
families.  
As you are aware, we are in the process of writing our Self Study in preparation for our accreditation visit in the fall of 
2020.  Your input, as shareholders, is very important to us so we want to take this opportunity to thank you for 
responding to our Catholic Identity survey. There were forty-two families that completed the survey.  This week a 
Parent Survey link was sent via the Wolf Post to be completed by December, 20th.  Please take the time to complete the 
survey.  The surveys are used to assist SFCS in seeking the best and most effective ways to educate children for the 21st 
century, infusing this education with a strong and vital Catholic identity, while supporting parents in their role as the 
primary educators of their children.   The staff, students, SAC, PSO, and the Pastor will also complete their surveys by 
December 20th. We are leaving no aspect of the school unexamined as we continuously strive to improve our school, 
meet the needs of all learners, and ensure the high achievement of all learners.   
 

Mrs. Smith (middle school science and mathematics teacher) and I visited Quatama School in Hillsboro, Oregon, this 
month in partnership with Portland Public School’s (PPS) STEAM program. Throughout our morning, we observed 
effective teaching strategies through art integration, technology, engineering, and mathematics to engage students. 
While the resources provided were exponential, the teaching was comparable to SFCS; however, our student to teacher 
ratio is exceptional! In January, Mrs. Smith and I will further our work with PPS in growing our STREAM program.  
If you get a chance, please thank Ms. De Jesus for her work with our middle school students in science. Her last day at 
SFCS is December 20th.  She did a great job and will be an outstanding teacher. We wish her well and we will miss her 
knowledge and positive attitude. 
 

I want to thank you for supporting our Dine Out Nights.  Additionally, we thank Mr. and Mrs. Van Nice for the wine 
tasting event that raised $1,355.00 for SFCS. 
 

I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a blessed Happy New Year.  
May God continue to bless each and every one of you! 
 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Gonzalez 
Principal  



 

 

   

 

".. Advent is about preparation for the birth of the 
Lord. The joy of his birth, as John Paul II wrote in 
Evangelium Vitae, is reflected in the joy at the birth 
of every child. Advent is a perfect time to commend 
to the prayers of our people all who are carrying a 
child, and may be tempted by fear or a lack of trust 
in God’s Providence."  Priestsforlife.org 

Respect Life 
Catholic Corner 

 
When we say “Our Father” what do we mean? 

 

When we say “Our Father” we show that we are 

all children of the same heavenly Father; thus, we 

are reminded to pray not only for ourselves, but for 

all our brothers and sisters near and far. 

 

Next week: What does “Our Father who art in 

heaven” mean? 

Are you looking for different ways to enhance your  
Catholic identity? 

 
Read the Catechism of the Catholic Church   

as a great reference guide or study to know what the Catholic Church teaches: 

 
A catechism is the name given to a written work that contains a summary of all the beliefs of the faith that is used as 
a teaching tool. 
 
Until the second half of the twentieth century, for millions of Catholics in the United States the word catechism 
meant the Baltimore Catechism, which originated at the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore in 1884 when the 
bishops of the United States decided to publish a national catechism.  The Baltimore Catechism contained 421 
questions and answers in thirty-seven chapters and gave unity to the teaching and understanding of the faith for 
millions of American Catholics.  Its impact was felt right up to the dawn of the Second Vatican Council in 1962. 
 
At that time, Blessed John XXIII articulated a vision for the Fathers of the Second Vatican Council that charged 
them to guard and present more effectively the deposit of Christian doctrine in order to make it more accessible to 
the Christian faithful and all people of goodwill in the contemporary world.  Eventually, it became clear that the 
development of a new universal catechism would be beneficial, especially since the Church has grown and the world 
has changed significantly since 1566. 
 
In 1985, at a synod of bishops in Rome convened to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the conclusion of the 
Second Vatican Council, a proposal to develop a universal catechism for the Catholic Church was made and 
accepted.  The outcome was the Catechism of the Catholic Church, first published in 1992,  A new edition with some 
modifications was released in 1997. 
 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church is arranged in four parts: 

The Profession of Faith 

The Celebration of the Christian Mystery 

Life in Christ 

Christian Prayer 

 

The content of the Catechism is faithful to Apostolic Tradition, Scripture and the Magisterium. It incorporates the 
heritage of the Doctors, Fathers, and Saints of the Church and illuminates with the light of faith, contemporary 
situations, problems and questions. 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, www.usccb.org  

http://priestsforlife.org/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

“Spiritual, moral and academic excellence under the patronage of St. Francis of Assisi” 

Samantha and Francinne collecting toys, waiting 
to add it to the tally sheet.  

Our soldier friends 
reading thank you let-
ters the class made for 
them to honor Veterans 
Day.  

The class in the transport truck the soldiers 
brought for us to explore.  

The class in front of the transport truck with our 
soldier friends.    

St. Francis Catholic School K/1st Grade Toy Drive 

 Parish Faith Formation Adult Ed 
“The Bible and the Sacraments” 

Starting the week of Jan. 5 
Sundays 12:30pm or Wednesdays 7:00pm 

 
The Bible and the Sacraments study is unlike any other study on the Sacraments. Certainly it looks at the basic 
teachings of the Church as to their meaning and origin of the sacraments. But it goes further. It investigates the 
deeper mystery of the Sacraments as illuminated by Sacred Scripture. Examining the rich relationship between the 
Old and New Testaments, it reveals the Sacraments as more than mere earthly rituals. They are incredible “‘powers 
that come forth’ from the Body of Christ” (CCC 1116). 

 

All are welcome to join the class.  If you would like to make this a complete study, you can order the workbook for 
the class, and the books, Swear to God by Scott Hahn, and  Speaking the Love of God: An Introduction to the Sacra-
ments by Jacob Wood on the St. Francis website by Dec. 18th. 

www.stfrancissherwood.org 



 

 

 Announcements 

Out of Parish: 
 

The Christmas Festival of Lights at The Grotto began on November 29th and runs through December 30th 
(closed Christmas Day). Five indoor concerts are scheduled each evening in The Grotto’s 500-seat chapel, known 
for its cathedral quality acoustics.  Continuous family entertainment in The Grotto’s plaza area includes outdoor 
caroling, puppet shows and a live petting zoo. Holiday foods and beverages are also available, as is seasonal 
shopping in The Grotto Gift Shop. Nightly 5 – 9:30 p.m. (Festival grounds close at 10 p.m.) Tickets are sold at the 
gate. Visitors are encouraged to bring a donation of canned or dry food benefiting Snow-Cap, an East-county food 
bank.  

Happening this Week: 
 

Join us today, Sunday, December 15th for the parish potluck at 11:30.  

Parish Announcements: 
 

Needed: Yarn for the Quilters - Please mark your donations of yarn for our quilters and place them in the narthex. 

The Knights of Columbus are holding their annual Advent food drive on the Sundays of Advent (Dec 1, Dec 
8, Dec 15, and Dec 22). Please bring non-perishable foods and place them in the containers in the narthex on these 
Sundays. Knights will deliver these donations to the food pantry for distribution to those in need in the community. 
Help us brighten someone's holiday by joining our food drive.  

St. Francis School Open House will be Sunday, December 15th following the 10:30 am Mass until 1:00 pm. Come 
and visit our classrooms and meet the staff. We have PreK - 8th grade. 

Everyone is welcome to join St. Francis School PSO after the potluck until 2:30 for their Winter Celebration in the 
Parish Center. 

St. Francis Christmas Mass times: December 24th, 5:00 pm; December 25th, 12:00 am and 10:00 am 

January 1st, Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God Mass time is 10:00 am. 

Reconciliation, Thursday, December 19th, 5:00 - 6:00. 

Stress in Your Marriage? –Retrouvaille is a program for married couples that feel bored, disillusioned, frustrated, 
or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t 
know how to change the situation or even communicate with their spouse about it. This program has helped 10’s of 
1000’s of couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential information about or to register for 
the program beginning with a weekend on January 17-19, 2020, call 1-503-225-9191 or 
email: portland@retrouvaille.org or visit www.helpourmarriage.org  

mailto:portland@retrouvaille.org
https://oregonretrouvaille.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d283f7e62db91df106891647a&id=3994c2aade&e=48a33dfa7f

