
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 22, 2019 

Mass Schedule 
 

Tuesday – Saturday 8:30 am 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass 5:30 pm 
Sunday 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 5:00 pm 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 

Saturday 4:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
and by appointment 
 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday – Thursday  9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 Closed for lunch from 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 

15651 SW Oregon St    Sherwood, OR 97140     503-625-6185    stfrancissherwood.org

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US 
Whether you are a long-time parishioner and need to update your information or newly arrived in the parish 
and not yet registered, please complete the information below and place in the offertory basket, mail to the 
parish office or email the information to murmini@sfsherwood.org. 

 
Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ City ___________________ Zip ___________ 
 
□ New Parishioner  □ Returning Catholic  □ Moving (please remove from parish directory) 
 
□ New Phone Number □ New Address  □ Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes 

Parish Administrator   Fr. Shane McKee frsmckee@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Deacon     Bill Bloudek  bbloudek@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Administrative Assistant Bobbi Fallon  bfallon@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper  Mimi Urmini  murmini@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation Monica Conrow mconrow@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6187 

Music Coordinator   Christa Weeks  cweeks@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

School Principal   Denise Gonzalez dgonzalez@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 

School Administrative Assistant Gretchen Brown gbrown@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 



 

 

 

 

Monday, December 23rd 
St. John of Kanty 
Tuesday, December 24th 
Christmas at Greccio 
5:00 pm  Mass (Frank Souki+) Church 
Wednesday, December 25th 
Nativity of the Lord 
12:00 am  Mass (Mike Roos+) Church 
10:00 am Mass (Moses Irwin) 
Thursday, December 26th 
St. Stephen, The First Martyr 
8:30 am Mass (Sue Wallace) Church 
Friday, December 27th 
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
8:30 am  Mass (Jennifer Boogaard) Church 
Saturday, December 28th  
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
8:30 am  Mass (Carol Gilsdorf) Church 
4:00 pm  Reconciliation Chapel 
5:30 pm  Mass (Doug Stetner+) Church 
Sunday, December 29th  
St. Thomas Becket 
8:00 am  Mass (Mary Rose Modzelewski) Church 
9:45 am  Rosary/Chaplet of Divine Mercy Chapel 
10:30 am  Mass (Tony Travares+) Church 
5:00 pm  Mass (People of the Parish) Church 
 

Church Calendar 

If you are unavailable for your scheduled time,  

please find a replacement Minister. 

Coffee and Donuts December 29th 

 

8:00 - Louise Gorman & Colleen Jeffery 

 

10:30 - Jackie and Sal Fuoti 

Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 
Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 
Colossians 3:12-21 

Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Liturgical Ministers  
December 28th & 29th 

Financial News 
 

Collection total for 12/7 & 12/8:  $8,465.50 

Readers Ushers          Servers          
 

Saturday 5:30 pm 
Steve Holthouse David Bonfiglio Mikko Rosal 

Jerilyn Felton Ed Contreras  Amon Cowan 

             Sophie Green 

Sunday 8:00 am  
Jerry Grondin Sal Fuoti  Angelina Miller 

Bill O’Sullivan Mark Cowan  Drew Knickerbocker 

      Carter Wolfe 
Sunday 10:30 am   
Chris Corrado Colleen Jeffery  JohnPaul Grosso  

Grace Garand 2 Volunteers  Leo Grosso 

      Jana Isabella Vito 

Sunday 5:00 pm    

Barbara Davis Emmanuel Aroza Oliver Fisher 

 1 Volunteer  Nicholas Fisher 

      Natalie Moore 

Next Sunday's Readings 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph 

Liturgical Ministers  
December 24th & 25th 

Readers Ushers          Servers          
 

Tuesday 5:00 pm 
Chris Corrado Joe Corello  Kathleen Mehta 

Julie Hefner Mark Cowan  Matthew Mehta 

                                Ed Contreras            Michael Mehta 

                                Jeff Dennison  

 

Wednesday 12:00 am 
Sandra Sandness Keith Blau  JohnPaul Grosso 

Gary Sandness John Laughlin  Leo Grosso 

      Joseph Conrow 
Wednesday 10:00 am   

Danielle Coughran Colleen Jeffery  Abigail Steger  

Ed Hobbs Greg Parrott  Grace Garand 

      Mikko Rosal 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Christmas Music 
 
The Christmas Eve children's Mass will be at 
5pm on 12/24. Those with children interested 
in participating in the singing for the Mass, 
please attend the practice immediately following 
the 10:30am Mass on 12/22. 
 
We will be singing a variety of carols and would 
love to have you join us. Children who study 
instruments such as violin, viola, flute, and gui-
tar are encouraged to participate in the choir.  
 
The Annual Christmas Eve parish concert 
starts at 11pm on 12/24, prior to the Vigil mass. 
Please come and hear the musical gifts of those 
in the Parish as we all prepare for the coming of 
the Baby Jesus. 

Other Parish Activities 

 
Monday, December 23rd 
1:30 pm      Senior Study Group P.C. 
Sunday, December 29th 
5:00 pm       Hope Diner - Sherwood Rotary Team Old Hall 

In the Spirit of St. Francis ...THANK YOU!   
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to clean 
up our campus to prepare for Christmas. 
 
Thank you to the school PSO and all who 
helped to put on our parish potluck and the 
PSO Winter Celebration.  
 
Thank you from Adolf and Vida for all the 
prayers for Simone. 

St. Francis Christmas Mass times- 
 

December 24th, 5:00 pm 
 

December 25th, 12:00 am and 10:00 am 
 

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God 

 
Mass at 10:00 am on January 1st 
(This is a Holyday of Obligation) 



 

 

 

 
 
 

This year’s Advent season starts on Sunday, December 1st. We print here a commentary on the Advent Season by the 
Liturgical Scholar Dom Proper Gueranger, OSB.  
 
The name Advent [From the Latin word Adventus, which signifies a coming] is applied, in the Latin Church, to that 
period of the year, during which the Church requires the faithful to prepare for the celebration of the feast of Christmas, 
the anniversary of the birth of Jesus Christ. The mystery of that great day had every right to the honor of being prepared 
for by prayer and works of penance; and, in fact, it is impossible to state, with any certainty, when this season of 
preparation (which had long been observed before receiving its present name of Advent) was first instituted. It would 
seem, however, that its observance first began in the west, since it is evident that Advent could not have been looked on 
as a preparation for the feast of Christmas, until that feast was definitively fixed to the twenty-fifth of December; which 
was done in the east only towards the close of the fourth century; whereas it is certain that the Church of Rome kept the 
feast on that day at a much earlier period.  
 
We must look upon Advent in two different lights: first, as a time of preparation, properly so called, for the birth of our 
Savior, by works of penance; and secondly, as a series of ecclesiastical Offices drawn up for the same purpose. We find, 
as far back as the fifth century, the custom of giving exhortations to the people in order to prepare them for the feast of 
Christmas. We have two sermons of Saint Maximus of Turin on this subject, not to speak of several others which were 
formerly attributed to St. Ambrose and St. Augustine, but which were probably written by St. Cesarius of Aries. If these 
documents do not tell us what was the duration and what the exercises of this holy season, they at least show us how 
ancient was the practice of distinguishing the time of Advent by special sermons. Saint Ivo of Chartres, St. Bernard, and 
several other doctors of the eleventh and twelfth centuries, have left us set sermons de Adventu Domini, quite distinct 
from their Sunday homilies on the Gospels of that season. In the capitularia of Charles the Bald, in 846, the bishops 
admonish that prince not to call them away from their Churches during Lent or Advent, under pretext of affairs of the 
State or the necessities of war, seeing that they have special duties to fulfill, and particularly that of preaching during 
those sacred times.  
 
The oldest document in which we find the length and exercises of Advent mentioned with anything like clearness, is a 
passage in the second book of the History of the Franks by St. Gregory of Tours, where he says that St. Perpetuus, one 
of his predecessors, who held that see about the year 480, had decreed a fast three times a week, from the feast of St. 
Martin until Christmas. It would be impossible to decide whether St. Perpetuus, by his regulations, established a new 
custom, or merely enforced an already existing law. Let us, however, note this interval of forty, or rather of forty-three 
days, so expressly mentioned, and consecrated to penance, as though it were a second Lent, though less strict and severe 
than that which precedes Easter.  
 
If, now that we have described the characteristic features of Advent which distinguish it from the rest of the year, we 
would penetrate into the profound mystery which occupies the mind of the Church during this season, we find that this 
mystery of the coming, or Advent, of Jesus is at once simple and threefold. It is simple, for it is the one same Son of 
God that is coming; it is threefold, because He comes at three different times and in three different ways. ‘In the first 
coming,’ says St. Bernard, ‘He comes in the flesh and in weakness; in the second, He comes in spirit and in power; in 
the third, He comes in glory and in majesty; and the second coming is the means whereby we pass from the first to the 
third.’ [Fifth sermon for Advent].  
 
This, then, is the mystery of Advent. Let us now listen to the explanation of this threefold visit of Christ, given to us by 
Peter of Blois, in his third Sermon de Adventu: ‘There are three comings of our Lord; the first in the flesh, the second in 
the soul, the third at the judgement. The first was at midnight, according to those words of the Gospel: At midnight 
there was a cry made, Lo the Bridegroom cometh! But this first coming is long since past, for Christ has been seen on 
the earth and has conversed among men. We are now in the second coming, provided only we are such as that He may 
thus come to us; for He has said that if we love him, He will come unto us and will take up His abode with us. So that 
this second coming is full of uncertainty to us; for who, save the Spirit of God, knows them that are of God?  
 
The holy Church, therefore, during Advent, awaits in tears and with ardor the arrival of her Jesus in His first coming. 
For this, she borrows the fervid expressions of the prophets, to which she joins her own supplications. These longings 
for the Messiah expressed by the Church, are not a mere commemoration of the desires of the ancient Jewish people; 
they have a reality and efficacy of their own, an influence in the great act of God’s munificence, whereby He gave us 
His own Son.  

Divine Worship Newsletter: Issue 27 The Season of Advent 



 

 

  

 

 

“God's love is generous, sacrificial, life-giving, and 
forever. As humans made in God's image, we are called 
to imitate the eternal giving and receiving of love that is 
the Holy Trinity.” 

 

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 
“Another Look at Contraception”  

Respect Life 

Catholic Corner 

 
What does “Our Father who art in heaven” 

mean? 

 

“Our Father who art in heaven” means that God 

truly is our loving Father, our Creator, who cares 

for us and made us His adopted children through 

sanctifying grace and who, after this brief life, 

wants us in heaven with Him forever. 

“If you then, who are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your 

Father who is in heaven give good things to those 

who ask him (Mt. 7:11). 

 

Next week: What does “hallowed be Thy name” 

mean? 

The Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
 
The Church is described as having four essential features: one, holy, catholic, and apostolic (see CCC 811 and Lumen 
Gentium, art. 81).   
 
One: The Church is one because her founder is Christ himself: "There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all, who 
is above all and through all and in all" (Ephesians 4:5). In Christ, we are united by the bonds of unity: our profession 
of one faith, our common celebration of worship, and apostolic succession (see below for more information) ( CCC, 
art. 815).  
 
Holy: Because Christ alone is all-holy, and Christ is the head of the Church, the Church is therefore also holy. The 
Second Vatican Council document  Lumen Gentium explains this idea well: "The Church on earth is endowed al-
ready with a sanctity that is real though imperfect" (art. 48). The Church here on earth is pilgrimaging toward heaven, 
where she will be made perfect. Therefore, while the Church possesses sanctity here on earth, for she has Christ as 
her head, she is still on a journey toward perfect sanctity, which will be found in Heaven.  
 
Catholic: The word "catholic" means "universal" (see CCC, art. 830). The Church is universal in two ways. First, 
Christ is her head, such that his presence also indicates the presence of the Church. Second, the Church is universal in 
that she is meant to preach the Gospel to all nations: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Hoy Spirit" (Matthew 28:19). Christ gave the universal command 
that all the members of his Body are meant to spread his Gospel throughout the world. Through her internal and ex-
ternal works, the Church reveals to the world the Gospel of Christ, which means that the Church reveals the new law 
of love.  
 
Apostolic: The Church is apostolic because of the apostles. We can say she is apostolic in three ways: she remains 
built on the foundation of the apostles through apostolic succession; through the Holy Spirit, she continues to pass on 
the faith; and she continue to be sanctified through the successors to the apostles, namely, the priests, the college of 
bishops, and the Pope as her head (see  CCC, art. 857).  
 
From the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon website 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

“Spiritual, moral and academic excellence under the patronage of St. Francis of Assisi” 

Music at St. Francis School 
 

 Through Fall term our students learned about the music and instruments of the Renaissance period. The 8th 
graders researched the instruments of the period, while the 6th and 7th grade students focused on composers whose 
works are still being sung and played today. The students worked in teams to produce video presentations that in-
cluded examples of music by their subjects. The whole class enjoyed seeing and hearing the videos and learning the 
characteristics of Renaissance music.  
 

The 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students experienced the music of the Renaissance through immersion, playing 
short melodies by various composers in the 16th century as they honed their skills on the recorder. The recorder was 
perhaps the most popular instrument of the Renaissance period due to the simplicity of playing it. The students were 
amazed at the many sizes of recorders, from the soprano recorders that they play to the contrabass which is over 6 
feet tall.  

 
As they learned seasonal songs, folks songs, and game songs, the Pre-K and Primary classes focused on 

matching pitch, learning lyrics, and keeping a steady beat. They also experimented with rhythm ostinatos to accom-
pany their singing. This age group engages enthusiastically in game songs. The Pre-K class especially enjoyed creat-
ing a mini “opera” for “Five Little Pumpkins” and continue to ask to do it.  

 
All of the students learn to sight sing the major scale and intervals following the Curwen solfege hand signs. 

The solfege syllables were developed by Guido of Arezzo, a monk and music theorist in the Medieval era. The “do, 
re, me, fa” syllables of solfege are the first tones of each line of a hymn that Guido composed a melody for, and then 
used as a teaching tool for sight singing. The combination of singing with gestures ingrains the intervals doubly in 
our brains and the students sing on pitch and in key effortlessly. They understand the intervals of the major scale and 
use that skill as they learn recorders and play the accompaniments for our singing on xylophones and metalophones.  

 
The learning of Fall term culminated in our Christmas program on Dec. 19th at 6:30 p.m. in the school gym.  



 

 

 Announcements 

Out of Parish: 
 

The Christmas Festival of Lights at The Grotto began on November 29th and runs through December 30th 
(closed Christmas Day). Five indoor concerts are scheduled each evening in The Grotto’s 500-seat chapel, known 
for its cathedral quality acoustics.  Continuous family entertainment in The Grotto’s plaza area includes outdoor 
caroling, puppet shows and a live petting zoo. Holiday foods and beverages are also available, as is seasonal 
shopping in The Grotto Gift Shop. Nightly 5 – 9:30 p.m. (Festival grounds close at 10 p.m.) Tickets are sold at the 
gate. Visitors are encouraged to bring a donation of canned or dry food benefiting Snow-Cap, an East-county food 
bank.  

Happening this Week: 
 

St. Francis Christmas Mass times: December 24th, 5:00 pm; December 25th, 12:00 am and 10:00 am 

Parish Announcements: 
 

Needed: Yarn for the Quilters - Please mark your donations of yarn for our quilters and place them in the narthex. 

Spiritual Highlights of Iberia, Lourdes & Italy: 20 Day Tour from Lisbon to Rome - Take your FAITH ON A 
JOURNEY with our Spiritual Highlights of Iberia, Lourdes & Italy You will enjoy this 20 day experience. May 29, 
2020 - June 17, 2020. Your included destinations while on this Journey: LISBON, PORTUGAL–SANTARÉM–
FÁTIMA–BRAGA–SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA, SPAIN–BURGOS–LOYOLA–LOURDES, FRANCE–
CARCASSONNE–MONTSERRAT, SPAIN–BARCELONA–ROME, ITALY- EXCURSION TO CASTEL GAN-
DOLFO–PIETRELCINA- SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO - EXCURSION TO MONTE SANT’ANGELO–
LANCIANO–LORETO–ASSISI AREA –CASCIA–ROME. Plus, Mass and Rosary throughout your journey. Land 
prices begin at $3059 per person, based on double occupancy. Deposit of only $400 per person will reserve your 
space. Limited space available. For further info or to register, contact Michael or Eileen at 860-399-1785/ Ei-
leen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com. 

January 1st, Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God Mass time is 10:00 am. 

Let’s Eat Out at the Sherwood Old Spaghetti Factory on Thursday, January 16th from 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm. (Must 
present flyer or show it on your phone to earn 15% for St. Francis School) 

Mark your calendars for the Youth Group Spaghetti Feed on Saturday, January 25th. Look for more information 
in future bulletins. 

The Parish Office will be closed the week of December 23rd and on December 31st and January 1st.  

The school office is closed from noon on December 20th until 7:45 am on January 6th.  

Children’s Choir rehearsal today after the 10:30 Mass. 


