
 

 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time July 26, 2020 

 
Mass is live streamed on Facebook: 

Sunday 10:30 am 
 

Reconciliation is Saturday at 4:00 pm 
 

Let us keep all people, the country and 
the world in our prayers.  

15651 SW Oregon St    Sherwood, OR 97140     503-625-6185    stfrancissherwood.org

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US 
Whether you are a long-time parishioner and need to update your information or newly arrived in the parish 
and not yet registered, please complete the information below and place in the offertory basket, mail to the 
parish office or email the information to murmini@sfsherwood.org. 

 
Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ City ___________________ Zip ___________ 
 
□ New Parishioner  □ Returning Catholic  □ Moving (please remove from parish directory) 
 
□ New Phone Number □ New Address  □ Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes 

Pastor     Fr. Amal  framal@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Deacon     Bill Bloudek  bbloudek@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Administrative Assistant Bobbi Fallon  bfallon@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper  Mimi Urmini  murmini@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation Monica Conrow mconrow@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6187 

Music Coordinator   Christa Rogers  crogers@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Facilities Manager   Damon Starnes dstarnes@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

School Principal   Denise Gonzalez dgonzalez@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 

School Administrative Assistant Sally Butzer  sbutzer@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 



 

 

 

 

Financial News 
 

 

Collection total: 
  
Collection from Mass and mail $4,492.00 
Online giving 7/13 – 7/19 $2,772.00 

Monday, July  27 
Blessed Antonio Lucci 
Tuesday, July 28 
Blessed Stanley Rother 
8:30 am     Mass (Fr. Amal – I) 
Wednesday, July 29 
St. Martha 

8:30 am     Mass (Emery & Antoinette Carter – †) 
Thursday, July 30 
Blessed Solanus Casey 
8:30 am     Mass (David Johnson– T) 
Friday, July 31 
St. Ignatius of Loyola 
8:30 am     Mass  
Saturday, August 1 
St. Alphonsus Liguori 

8:30 am     Mass  (Emery & Antoinette Carter – †) 
4:00 pm Reconciliation 

5:30 pm     Mass (Teresa Gagatek – †)  
Sunday, August 2 
St. Eusebius of Vercelli 
8:30 am     Mass (People of the Parish – I)    

10:30 am  Mass (Asa Twombly – †)  
5:30 pm     Mass  

 
The parish office is available by phone, 503-625-6185, Monday through Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  
Sign up online (www.stfrancissherwood.org) or call the parish office to attend Mass Tuesday through 
Sunday.  You must sign up in order to attend. 

Parish Calendar Next Sunday’s Readings 

Isaiah 55:1-3 
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 

Romans 8:35, 37-39 
Matthew 14:13-21 

Catholic Sentinel – Latest 
Digital Edition  
 

Click Here 

Mass intentions are requested for many 
reasons.  Most people remember to have a Mass 

said for the death of a loved one (†) and a few 
may think to have a Mass offered for a special 
intention (I) or for a friend who is suffering (H), 
but rarely do we think of having a Mass offered 
for a celebration (T)! Is there a better way to 
show our gratitude to God? Masses can be said 
for birthdays, anniversaries, in celebration of the 
reception of the sacraments, or for prayers that 
have been answered!  
 
We will now indicate for each Mass intention if 
it is for: 

• Deceased – † 
• Healing – H 
• Thanksgiving – T, or 
• Intentions – I 
 
To request a Mass intention, please contact the 
parish office. 

https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/Default/Catholic-Sentinel-E-Edition/-3/390


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Weekend of July 25 & 26, 2020 (17 A) 
 
A costly deal 
 
Jesus’ triple parabolic presentation of God’s 
kingdom describes its core nature, namely standing 
far more superior and majestic than anything in the 
world and to attain the goal it demands a huge price 
of commitment and dedication. One must give up 
everything, and everyone! While Jesus stresses that 
discipleship entails great sacrifice, he also implies 
that such sacrifice must engender profound 
happiness. 
 
While God’s calling and choosing is a matter of 
grace, the ‘chosen’ ones have the responsibility of 
responding radically. And for the generous one, no 
price is too high for serving God. The overpowering joy of discovering something 
beautiful, the kingdom, would drive us crazy.  
 
Accepting God’s invitation without counting the cost certainly entails courage and 
determination; and it is not without any reward. The blessing of being counted among 
the blessed ones in the royal banquet of his kingdom awaits us and the foretaste of it 
comes to us in the form of spiritual blessings that He continues to bestow on us.  
 
Fr. Amal 

From the Pastor 

Are you tired of being locked up in the house? 
Are you looking for a night to share fellowship with your brother Knights? 
Do you want to contribute to the St Francis Parish? 
 
Have you come by the parish lately? Take a look at the two attached photos. This 
beautiful upgrade to God's landscape at St Francis is in thanks to the Contreras, the 
Fritzs, and several other parishioners. But there's much more to do. 
 
Come join us for WWW (Wednesday's Weed and Wine) as the St Joseph's Tool 

Box (SJTB), sponsored by the Knights of Columbus council #9137, would like to join these fine parishioners to make 
God's home in Sherwood a beautiful place to come to. 
 
Join us Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM for one hour of weeding followed by some relaxing fellowship with your fel-
low parishioners. Let's try to turn our parish grounds into a place we would be proud to present to our Lord by Labor 
Day. Please bring your families to join in as well. 
 
Please bring a folding chair to relax in as well as your garden tools (weed eater/
trimmer, leaf blower, tree pruners, etc).  See you there, 
 
In Christ, 
 
Chris Roth 
Grand Knight 
St Francis in Sherwood OR 
Knights of Columbus council #9137 
GrandKnight9137@gmail.com 
503-925-9259  

mailto:GrandKnight9137@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

My dear brothers and sisters, 

Greetings of love and peace in the name of Jesus, our Lord! 

I am happy to reach out to you through this letter. It has been more than two weeks 
since I joined the parish family of St. Francis in Sherwood, taking the pastoral leader-

ship of this historic and great faith-community. In the midst of this pandemic situation, 
it may take a while to get to know each other; nonetheless, the small gatherings of 25 
for the celebration of the Eucharist have given me an opportunity to see (though not the 

smiling faces) and interact with the parishioners. We will indeed play a waiting and pa-

tient game!      

 

At the outset, I want to go on record saying that I am here to serve; may we all have the 
attitude of our Divine Master to serve. This will go a long way to let others know who we 
are and who we are called to be. May we set our eyes on the goal of envisioning the val-

ues of our Patron, St. Francis by praying and working together to build our parish fami-

ly as a vibrant and faith-filled community! 

 

We do have the special privilege of imparting the Gospel values through Catholic educa-
tion that is offered in our school, serving as the mission of our parish. The church and 
school will continue to function as one entity (parish) and walk hand-in-hand in serving 

the needs of our parishioners and others as well.   

 

In our sojourn to reach the goal, we need to intentionally work together. As we all cher-
ish the long history of our parish which was built upon the great and meritorious works 

of its members in the past, let us continue our journey with the same mindset. Let us 
recognize the God-given gifts in us and feel that we are called to share them with our 

larger parish family by way of participating in the ministries, meaning you may want/
volunteer to serve in any of the councils (Pastoral, Finance or Liturgy), organizations 
(School, Knights of Columbus) or programs (Faith Formation, Social action), to name a 

few.    

 

It is my earnest wish and prayer that each of us will seize the opportunity to serve our 

parish; while we are proud of the realized potential, we need to come together to reach 

the unrealized potential which is enormous.  

 

May all that we sincerely do, bring glory to God and success to our parish family! 

May the powerful intercession of our Blessed Mother and that of our beloved Patron, 

protect and guide us in the journey of faith! 

 

May God bless us all! 

United in Christ, 

 

Fr. Amal   

     



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Little ‘bio’ to introduce myself. 

 

Family:  

Both my parents are with the Lord. May they rest in peace! 

A family of five boys (three are priests) and two girls (one is a nun). 

Fr. Amirtham (meaning Ambrose) is a Salesian priest, serving in India. 

Fr. Dominic is a Jesuit priest, teaching in Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome. 

Sr. Vinnarasi (meaning Mary, Queen of Heaven) is a Servite nun, serving in India. 

 

Priestly ministry: 

29 years, as a happy Catholic priest. 

16 years in India (Pastor, Vocation Director and Student Counselor) 

13 years in the archdiocese of Portland (Tigard, Sublimity & Tillamook) 

 

Interests 

 

Faith 

Spiritual direction 

Faith sharing in small groups 

Scripture study 

 

Fun 

Hiking 

Cooking (of course, Indian Food) 

 

Field work 

Individual, family or group counseling  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Catholic Corner 

 
 

Can we be mistaken in how we understand 
the Bible? 
 
We can be mistaken in how we understand the 
Bible, and one of the reasons Jesus gave us the 
Church is so that it can explain and interpret the 
Bible with divine assistance the way He meant 
it. 

There are some things in them [St. 
Paul’s letter] hard to understand, 
which the ignorant and unstable twist 
to their own destruction, as they do the 
other scriptures (2 Pt. 3:16). 

 
Next week: Can the Church make a mistake 
in interpreting the Bible? 

 

We cannot improve on God’s plan for our 
happiness. God loves us better than we love 
ourselves, and He has a better knowledge of our 
needs and of our heart than we have ourselves, 
and He has the will and the power to satisfy all 
the longings of our heart, if we only trust Him. 
We need never be afraid to abandon ourselves to 
God’s will, for God’s will is God Himself—and 
God is infinite goodness. 

~ Dom Eugene Boylan 

Respect Life 



 

 

 



 

 


