
 

 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time August 23, 2020 

15651 SW Oregon St    Sherwood, OR 97140     503-625-6185    stfrancissherwood.org

WELCOME TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US 
Whether you are a long-time parishioner and need to update your information or newly arrived in the parish 
and not yet registered, please complete the information below and place in the offertory basket, mail to the 
parish office or email the information to murmini@sfsherwood.org. 

 
Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 
 
Address: __________________________________________ City ___________________ Zip ___________ 
 
□ New Parishioner  □ Returning Catholic  □ Moving (please remove from parish directory) 
 
□ New Phone Number □ New Address  □ Please send Sunday Offertory envelopes 

Pastor     Fr. Amal  framal@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Deacon     Bill Bloudek  bbloudek@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Administrative Assistant Bobbi Fallon  bfallon@sfsherwood.org 503-625-7067 

Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper  Mimi Urmini  murmini@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation Monica Conrow mconrow@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6187 

Music Coordinator   Christa Rogers  crogers@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

Facilities Manager   Damon Starnes dstarnes@sfsherwood.org 503-625-6185 

School Principal   Denise Gonzalez dgonzalez@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 

School Administrative Assistant Sally Butzer  sbutzer@sfsherwood.org 503-625-0497 

 
Mass is live streamed on Facebook: 

Sunday 10:30 am 
 

Reconciliation is Friday at 7:00 pm  
and Saturday at 4:00 pm 

 
Let us keep all people, the country and 

the world in our prayers.  



 

 

 

 

Financial News 
 

 

Collection total: 
  
Collection from Mass and mail $4,890.00 
Online giving 8/10 – 8/16 $2,392.00 

Monday, August 24 
St. Bartholomew 
Tuesday, August 25 
St. Louis of France 

8:30 am     Mass (Wayne Frampton – †) 
Wednesday, August 26 
St. Joseph Calasanz 

8:30 am     Mass (Mike McWhirter – †) 
Thursday, August 27 
St. Monica 

8:30 am     Mass (Fr. Tom McCarthy, SJ  – †) 
Friday, August 28 
St. Augustine of Hippo 
8:30 am     Mass (Giovi Paras – T) 
3:00 pm – 9:00 pm  Adoration 
7:00 pm  Reconciliation 
Saturday, August 29 
Martyrdom of John the Baptist 
8:30 am     Mass   
4:00 pm  Reconciliation 

5:30 pm     Mass (Don Stetner – †)  
Sunday, August 30 
St. Jeanne Jugan 
8:30 am     Mass (People of the Parish – I)    

10:30 am  Mass (Robert White – †) 
11:30 am  Adoration  

5:30 pm     Mass (Mike McWhirter – †) 

 
PUBLIC MASS SCHEDULE:  Tuesday through Saturday, 8:30am; Saturday Vigil, 5:30 pm; Sunday, 8:30am, 
10:30am and 5:30 pm. ** BY SIGN-UP ONLY **  (50 person maximum per Mass allowed.)  You can sign up 
one of 3 ways for your preferences: Online at St. Francis website www.stfrancissherwood.org, Call office during 
office hours 503-625-6185, or Email Monica Conrow mconrow@sfsherwood.org.  CONFESSION is 4:00-5:00pm 
on Saturdays. 

Parish Calendar Next Sunday’s Readings 

Jeremiah 20:7-9 
Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 

Romans 12:1-2 
Matthew 16:21-27 

Mass intentions are requested for many 
reasons.  Most people remember to have a Mass 

said for the death of a loved one (†) and a few 
may think to have a Mass offered for a special 
intention (I) or for a friend who is suffering (H), 
but rarely do we think of having a Mass offered 
for a celebration (T)! Is there a better way to 
show our gratitude to God? Masses can be said 
for birthdays, anniversaries, in celebration of the 
reception of the sacraments, or for prayers that 
have been answered!  
 

The key for the Mass intentions is as follows: 

• Deceased – † 
• Healing – H 
• Thanksgiving – T, or 
• Intentions – I 
 

To request a Mass intention, please contact the 
parish office. 

Sacramental News 
 
May the souls of the faithful departed, through 
the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen 
 
Parishioner, Mike McWhirter died on July 25.  
His funeral was on July 31. 
 
Former pastor, Fr. Tom McCarthy, SJ died on 
August 1.  There was a local memorial service 
on August 8. 

http://www.stfrancissherwood.org
mailto:mconrow@sfsherwood.org


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

From the Pastor 

Weekend of August 22 & 23, 2020 (21 A) 
 

The narrow, not naïve, door 
 

Though the kingdom of God is universal and all-inclusive in 

nature, it demands certain criteria to be part of it. By narrow 

door, Jesus means the cross, sacrifice and trials; however, they 

are not to be relegated as pointers to be naïve and negative in life 

but rather the powerful means by which we will attain the goal. 
Salvation does not depend on the physical or ecstatic proximity to 

Jesus, but on going through the narrow door of sacrifice and 

struggle. 
 

It does involve challenges to shed our personal interests for the 

benefit of others and the willingness to go the extra mile in being 

considerate and compassionate toward them. What is considered to be great in the mundane terms does 

no good in reaching the destination of being present in the Kingdom. All that matters is to remain focused 

on the things of heavenly nature, like hunger and thirst for righteousness etc. 
 

The gateway to heaven which is casually addressed as ‘pearly gates’ is attainable like that ‘pearl of great 

price’ – paying everything that we have or at least claim to own. When Jesus speaks of ‘narrow door’ he 

wants us to walk the road less travelled, and “that road”, as Robert Frost said, “will make all the difference 

in our lives”.  
 

On the side, our parish family owes Fr. Tom McCarthy a sincere gratitude for his committed pastoral 

ministry in St. Francis, for those 19 memorable years. Being with the Lord now, he will certainly hold all of 

us close to his heart and pray for us from Above. In a fitting tribute to him, we will establish an 

endowment and will ear- mark the funds for a specific purpose that would reflect his passion (like student 
aid, vocation or helping the poor & needy). Please stay tuned for further information.       
 

Fr. Amal  

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship (Continued)  
Why Does the Church Teach About Issues Affecting Public Policy?  
 

The Church’s teachings concerning contingent situations are subject to new and further developments and 

can be open to discussion, yet we cannot help but be concrete—without presuming to enter into details—

lest the great social principles remain mere generalities which challenge no one. . .. The Church’s pastors, 

considering the contributions of the different sciences, have the right to offer opinions in all that affects 

people’s lives, since the task of evangelization implies and demands the integral promotion of each human 

being. (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, no. 182)  

 

The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of society is a requirement of our 

faith. It is a basic part of the mission we have received from Jesus Christ, who offers a vision of life re-

vealed to us in Sacred Scripture and Tradition. To echo the teaching of the Second Vatican Council: Christ, 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

the Word made flesh, in showing us the Father’s love, also shows us what it truly means to be human (see 

Gaudium et Spes, no. 22). Christ’s love for us lets us see our human dignity in full clarity and compels us 

to love our neighbors as he has loved us. Christ, the Teacher, shows us what is true and good, that is, what 

is in accord with our human nature as free, intelligent beings created in God’s image and likeness and en-

dowed by the Creator with dignity and rights as well as duties.  Christ also reveals to us the weaknesses 

that are part of all human endeavors. In the language of revelation, we are confronted with sin, both per-

sonal and structural. “The Church’s wisdom,” according to Pope Benedict XVI, “has always pointed to the 

presence of original sin in social conditions and in the structure of society” (Caritas in Veritate, no. 34). All 

“structures of sin,” as St. John Paul II calls them, “are rooted in personal sin, and thus always linked to the 

concrete acts of individuals who introduce these structures, consolidate them and make them difficult to 

remove” (Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, no. 36). Thus, our faith helps us understand that the pursuit of a civiliza-

tion of love must address our own failures and the ways in which these failures distort the broader ordering 

of the society in which we live. In the words of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “Ignorance of the fact 

that man has a wounded nature inclined to evil gives rise to serious errors in the areas of education, poli-

tics, social action and morals” (no. 407). As Pope Francis, quoting Pope Benedict XVI, reaffirmed in Evan-

gelii Gaudium, “We need to be convinced that charity ‘is the principle not only of micro-relationships (with 

friends, with family members or within small groups) but also of macro-relationships (social, economic and 

political ones)’” (no. 205).  

 

What faith teaches about the dignity of the human person, about the sacredness of every human life, and 

about humanity’s strengths and weaknesses helps us see more clearly the same truths that also come to us 

through the gift of human reason. At the center of these truths is respect for the dignity of every person. 

This is the core of Catholic moral and social teaching. Because we are people of both faith and reason, it is 

appropriate and necessary for us to bring this essential truth about human life and dignity to the public 

square. We are called to practice Christ’s commandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34). We are also called 

to promote the well-being of all, to share our blessings with those most in need, to defend marriage, and to 

protect the lives and dignity of all, especially the weak, the vulnerable, the voiceless. In his first encyclical 

letter, Deus Caritas Est, Pope Benedict XVI explained that “charity must animate the entire lives of the lay 

faithful and therefore also their political activity, lived as ‘social charity’” (no. 29).  

 

Some question whether it is appropriate for the Church to play a role in political life. However, the obliga-

tion to teach the moral truths that should shape our lives, including our public lives, is central to the mis-

sion given to the Church by Jesus Christ. Moreover, the United States Constitution protect the right of indi-

vidual believers and religious bodies to participate and speak out without government interference, favorit-

ism, or discrimination. Civil law should fully recognize and protect the right of the Church and other insti-

tutions in civil society to participate in cultural, political, and economic life without being forced to abandon 

or ignore their central moral convictions. Our nation’s tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, 

when religious groups and people of faith bring their convictions and concerns into public life. Indeed, our 

Church’s teaching is in accord with the foundational values that have shaped our nation’s history: “life, lib-

erty, and the pursuit of happiness.”  

 

The Catholic community brings important assets to the political dialogue about our nation’s future. We 

bring a consistent moral framework—drawn from basic human reason that is illuminated by Scripture and 

the teaching of the Church—for assessing issues, political platforms, and campaigns. We also bring broad 

experience in serving those in need—educating the young, serving families in crisis, caring for the sick, 

sheltering the homeless, helping women who face difficult pregnancies, feeding the hungry, welcoming im-

migrants and refugees, reaching out in global solidarity, and pursuing peace. We celebrate, with all our 

neighbors, the historically robust commitment to religious freedom in this country that has allowed the 

Church the freedom to serve the common good.  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Catholic Corner 

 
 

Who created us?  God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male 
and  female he created them (Gn. 1:27). 

 

 

Next week:  Who is God? 

 

 
Truth and Love 
 
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross says to 
us all: "Do not accept anything as the truth if 
it lacks love. And do not accept anything as 
love which lacks truth!" One without the 
other becomes a destructive lie.  
 
- St. John Paul II 

Respect Life 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oFWdQKA9Q0WISxdQqaj_EwC776YjCf7HFgHsUUk1tODYNPGTsu1u_3TF-SIDA3V9kt-JObZbfQPoz7ps2ZQzU6fKgEVtNacOEadGoVESEzybuAs2ai5VMeleZIyKo308v30mfWB2b-ZwFGSkNZv5ajBqUOEUJD8-DyhwqLHOgOJogDOZdRPxlF2kmUSs6kd3vEi9FuflvtkbvbbeegheQXXDeMTd4WnPglHE


 

 

 



 

 

 Announcements 

Flowers for the Church 

An invite is extended to people of the parish who would like to donate some of their yard flowers for the 
enhancement of the church environment.  You may call Rosary Contreras (503-887-7617) for further 
information and logistics.  Donated flowers should be brought to the Church Saturdays at 9:15 am. 

Parish Announcements: 

The Knight of Columbus are looking for garage sale items for their annual sale, September 11 & 12.  Drop 
off your donated sellable items on Wednesdays or Thursdays at the Old Hall, 15659 SW Oregon St., next 
to the little white Church.  Please do not bring any mattresses, televisions, or clothes.  Please leave donated 
items by the red table in front of the Old Hall. Call Paul Mayer 650-315-8239 to arrange delivery/or pickup 
of large items such as furniture. Thank you for your charitable contributions.  

Are you tired of being locked up in the house? 
Are you looking for a night to share fellowship with your brother Knights? 
Do you want to contribute to the St Francis Parish? 
 
Have you come by the parish lately? Take a look at the area outside the chapel. It is beautiful, but there's 
much more to do. 
 
Come join us for WWW (Wednesday's Weed and Wine) as the St Joseph's Tool Box (SJTB), sponsored by 
the Knights of Columbus council #9137, would like to join these fine parishioners to make God's home in 
Sherwood a beautiful place to come to. 
 
Join us Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM for one hour of weeding followed by some relaxing fellowship with 
your fellow parishioners. Let's try and get our parish grounds a place we'd be proud to present to our Lord 
by Labor Day. Please bring your families to join in as well. 
 
Please bring a folding chair to relax in as well as your garden tools (weed eater/trimmer, leaf blower, tree 
pruners, etc).  
See you there, 
 
In Christ, 
 
Chris Roth 
Grand Knight  
St Francis in Sherwood OR 
Knights of Columbus council #9137 
GrandKnight9137@gmail.com 
503-925-9259  

Out of Parish:  

WorldWide MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: 

 
“O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” Have faith that your marriage can be 
strong. Gain the tools of a great marriage on an upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. Our 
next weekend experience will be virtual on November 6-8, Portland, Oregon. To apply for YOUR WWME 
Weekend or search other dates go to rediscoverthespark.org. For information about WWME call 503-853-
2758 or by email at reservations@rediscoverthespark.org  

mailto:GrandKnight9137@gmail.com
http://reservations@rediscoverthespark.org/


 

 


