
Welcome!

Mary, Mother

Of God Church

Tenebrae

Holy Thursday

Tenebrae means ‘shadows’ and is celebrated as the light fades on Palm Sunday evening, 

and we begin Holy Week in preparation for the Triduum.  It is a Holy Week service which 

recalls the suffering of God's people, along with the unquenchable hope these people had 

in the faithfulness of their God.  The structure of the service dates to the seventh and 

eighth centuries, and uses many symbols to express our hope in Jesus as Our Savior.



Opening Prayer

Almighty Father, we ask you to look
with mercy on your family for whom
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be
given over into the hands of sinners,
and to suffer death on the cross. We
make our prayer through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God forever and ever.

AMEN.



The First Reading
Ezekiel 36:16-28

“I had concern for my holy 
name, which the house of Israel 

had profaned among the 
nations.” 

The Word of the Lord

All: Thanks be to God

The first candle is extinguished.



Psalm 42
Response:
Like a deer that longs for running streams,

my soul longs for you, my God.

Cantor: 

A thirst is my soul for God, the living God. 

When shall I go and behold the face of God? 

Response:
Like a deer that longs for running streams,

my soul longs for you, my God.



Psalm 42
Cantor: 
I went with the throng and led them in procession 

to the house of God, 
Amid loud cries of joy and thanksgiving, with the

multitudes keeping festival.

Response:
Like a deer that longs for running streams,

my soul longs for you, my God.



Psalm 42
Cantor: 
Send forth your light and your fidelity; 

they shall lead me on 
And bring me to your holy mountain, 

to your dwelling place.

Response:
Like a deer that longs for running streams,

my soul longs for you, my God.



Psalm 42
Cantor: 
Then will I go in to the altar of God, 

the God of my gladness and joy; 
Then will I give you thanks upon the harp, 

O God, my God! 

Response:
Like a deer that longs for running streams,

my soul longs for you, my God.



➢ The Lord’s Prayer is whispered softly by all.

The second candle is extinguished. 

A portion of the Lamentations of Jeremiah is SUNG by the Cantor. 

Response:
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem…Return to the Lord your God”



The Second Reading

Hebrews 4:12 - 5:9

“Since then we have a great 
high priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus, 

the Son of God.” 

The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God

The third candle is extinguished. 



Psalm 27

Response:
The Lord is my light and my salvation, 
of whom should I be afraid, 
of whom should I be afraid.

➢ The Lord’s Prayer is whispered softly by all.

The fourth candle is extinguished. 



Another portion of the Lamentations of Jeremiah is SUNG. 

Response:
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem…Return to the Lord your God”

The fifth candle is extinguished. 



The Gospel
PLEASE STAND

John 13:21-33, 36-38

“Now is the Son of Man 
glorified, and God is glorified in 

Him.” 

The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to You, Lord Jesus 

Christ

The sixth candle is extinguished. 



Psalm 51
(Recited by those on LEFT

side of the church)

Have mercy on me, God, 
in your goodness; 
in your abundant 

compassion 
blot out my offense.

Wash away all my guilt;
from my sin cleanse me.

(Recited by those on RIGHT

side of the church)

For I know my offense;
my sin is always before me.

Against you alone have I sinned;
I have done such evil in your sight.



Psalm 51

That you are just in your 
sentence, blameless when 

you condemn.
True, I was born guilty,

a sinner, even as my 
mother conceived me.

Still, you insist on sincerity of heart;
in my inmost being teach me wisdom.

Cleanse me with hyssop, 
that I may be pure;

wash me, make me whiter than snow.

(Recited by those on LEFT )                                 (Recited by those on RIGHT )



Psalm 51

Let me hear sounds of 
joy and gladness;

let the bones you have
crushed rejoice.

Turn away your face 
from my sins;

blot out all my guilt.
A clean heart create for me, God;

renew in me a steadfast spirit.
Do not drive me from your presence,

nor take from me your holy spirit.

(Recited by those on LEFT )                                 (Recited by those on RIGHT )



Psalm 51

Restore my joy in your salvation;
sustain in me a willing spirit.

I will teach the wicked your ways,

that sinners may return to you.

Rescue me from death, 
God, my saving God,

that my tongue may praise 
your healing power.
Lord, open my lips;

my mouth will proclaim your 
praise.

(Recited by those on LEFT )                                 (Recited by those on RIGHT )



Psalm 51

For you do not desire sacrifice;
a burnt offering you would not accept.

My sacrifice, God, is a broken spirit;
God, do not spurn 

a broken, humbled heart.

Make Zion prosper 
in your good pleasure;

rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
Then you will be pleased 

with proper sacrifice,
burnt offerings will be offered 

on your altar.

(Recited by those on LEFT )                                 (Recited by those on RIGHT )



➢ The Lord’s Prayer is whispered softly by all.

Another portion of the Lamentations of Jeremiah is SUNG. 

Response:
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem…Return to the Lord your God”



Closing Prayer
Jesus was humbled and walked the path of obedience all the way to
his death. His death on the cross.

… THE REMAINING (STILL LIT) CANDLE IS REMOVED, AS A SYMBOL OF CHRIST BEING PLACED IN THE TOMB ...

Almighty Father, we ask you to look with mercy on your family for
whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be given over into the
hands of sinners and to suffer death on the cross.

(CELEBRANT WHISPERS)    

We make our prayer through Him who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  AMEN.

A loud noise (Strepitus) is made, symbolizing the closing of the tomb and the great earthquake, which preceded the 
Resurrection. The Christ candle is brought back into the church in anticipation of that resurrection.




