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Saturday, April 17 

9:00 am  John Tierney + | Daughters of St. Anne 

5:00 pm John Tierney + | Lorraine Wright 

Sunday, April 18 (3rd Sunday of Easter) 

9:00 am  For the Parish 

11:30 am  John Tierney + | Pat Brooke 

Monday, April 19 

8:30 am  Mary Faunce + | Sara Yates 

Tuesday, April 20 

8:30 am  John Tierney + | Shirley & Phil Eppard 

Wednesday, April 21 (St. Anselm, Bishop & Doctor 
of the Church) 

8:30 am  Rita Aryes + | Maralit Family 

Thursday, April 22 

8:30 am  Tierney Family | Maralit Family 

Friday, April 23 (St. George, Martyr;  St. Adalbert, 
Bishop & Martyr) 

8:30 am  Harold Ruf | Sara Yates 
Saturday, April 24 (St. Fidelis, Priest & Martyr) 

9:00 am  Gaudensio Agasfino + | Maralit Family 

5:00 pm Daughters of St. Anne | Maralit Family 

Jesus was made known to them in the “breaking of 
the bread.”  

The term “breaking of the bread” was a term used by the 
ancient Church for the celebration of the Eucharist. 
Gathering in communion around the altar is also where we 
draw strength and life as a parish and community. In the 
document Dies Domini, Pope St. John Paul II speaks to the 
importance of gathering the entire body of the parish 
together in a Eucharistic assembly, united in communion 
around the altar of the Lord. He speaks about avoiding 
small groups, in favor of one, united assembly. 

How can we deepen our bonds as a parish around the 
Eucharist?  

I recently had a conversation with a long-time member of 
our parish. He attends Mass at 9:00am. He asked about 
two members of St. Philip’s, concerned for their health 
because he hadn’t seen them for a long time. I informed 
him that the two people he was asking about were alive and 
well – but they went to Mass at 11:30am. He was relieved 
to hear the good news! 

That conversation kept coming up in my prayer and 
discernment. Even before Covid, the number of 
congregants on a given Sunday at 11:30am left the church 
largely empty. After consulting with the Finance Council, 
the Parish Council, and some parishioners, it was clear that 
there was an openness to uniting our two Sunday Masses 
into one, while continuing to offer the 5:00pm Saturday 
Vigil.  

After weighing various options, the Parish Council 
concluded that by offering Mass at 5:00pm 
Saturday and 10:00am Sunday (combining the 
9:00am and 11:30am) we could enhance the unity 
and experience of worship in our parish. We 
would like to initiate the change on the Feast of 
Pentecost, the birthday of the Church – May 23, 
2021. Beginning this summer, following the 10:00am 
Mass, Deacon Kelley and I would like to initiate new forms 
of fellowship, Sunday School (for people of all ages), and 
prayer.  

Of course, we would continue to social distance, require 
mask-wearing, and have thorough professional cleaning 
before and after Mass. With the two Masses combined, we 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER LEWIS 

Important Message 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL AND THOSE 
WHO CARE FOR THEM:   

Duffy Askin Family, Bradley Baker, Evan Beck, Pat 
Brooke, Counihan Family, Martin (Red) Fahey, Walter 
Harley, Lukas Hjort-Tyson, Hoehl Family, Art Grenier, 
Mary Gressett, Bert Latimer, Tonya Lee, Ralph Loveless, 
MacMannis Family, Lina Maralit, Jennifer Whipple-
Marciano, Leondre Massey, Denise McHale, Grace 
Mueth, Nancy Palmedo, Deborah Pritts-Murray, Joe 
Norris, Shannon O’Connell, Matthew Pineda, Father 
Michael Quill, Barbara Ruf, Robert Wayne Saul III,  
Dolores Steinhilber, Elijah & Marilyn Thorne, Nellie & 
Ruth Wade, Suzanne Walters, Shawn & Tommy Webb, 
Dineen Whipple, Bee Duncan, Alma Streicher, Shoko 
Ferguson, Ryan Murray, Patrick Baggott, Genevieve 
Desmarais, Joan Williams 



Third Sunday of Easter   April  18, 2021  

 

 

Offertory Summary for April 11, 2021 

Parishioner Contributions: $5,658.79 

Third Sunday of Easter 

We often act out of ignorance. Armed with the best of 
intentions, we think we are seeing clearly and correctly, 
but we are not. We don’t always understand the full 
meaning of things and only perceive part of the truth. 
Hence, our judgments and actions can be impaired by 
myopic, incomplete or erroneous perceptions. The 
meaning of life, understanding of human experience, and 
negotiating life’s challenges can all become skewed without 
proper understanding and vision. The resurrection of 
Christ is the corrective to our incomplete and limited view 
of life. Looking at things with the eyes of faith brings a 
depth of clarity and understanding to how we see God, 
ourselves, others, and the world. 

Even the disciples struggled with their limited 
understanding and ignorant perceptions. It was only when 
Jesus opened their minds to understand the Scriptures that 
their eyes were opened. It was their “aha” moment when 
everything clicked. We all want the substance of our lives 
to come together, make sense, and have meaning. This is 
easier to achieve when things are going positively, and life 
is good. It is when suffering, disappointment, death, 
hardship, and injustice enter the picture that things can 
become unsettled and disoriented. Our faith in the 
goodness and love of God is tested. We tend to shift our 
focus on these difficult and challenging moments and do 
not see them within the greater picture of how God intends 
life to unfold. We can gain, from the passion and 
resurrection of Christ, the clear vision we need in order to 
move away from ignorance to enlightenment. 

We need our “aha” moment when everything comes 
together and clicks. It can come in a fleeting instant when 
we feel totally connected with God, where we find 
ourselves, others and all of creation. It is a moment when 
all is right and good, regardless of how difficult our 
journey. Our “aha” moment assures us that God is here, 
right with us, in us and around us bringing us a gift and 
blessing we can receive nowhere else: peace. In those brief 
sacramental encounters when we are lifted up out of 
ourselves and centered, we can hear God say, “peace be 
with you,” and we feel secure. It’s all okay. The 
resurrected Christ has the power to bring this gift to us.  
Some people, as they are facing their deaths, remark about 
this peace. When looking into the window of eternity, they 
experience a depth of joy and are amazed at God’s 
goodness and closeness. We are called to be witnesses to 
this Good News. 

 

©LPi 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to our Confirmation class of 2021! They 

were confirmed 9:00 am Saturday, April 17. Please pray 

that the Holy Spirit stay close to them as they grow in their 

faith. 

RCIA 

If you know someone who may be interested, contact 

Deacon Kelley at deacon@stphiliptheapostlechurch.org 

Evangelization Team 

Are you interested in evangelization? Do you have a heart 

for reaching out to others?   If so, please contact Deacon 

Kelley at deacon@stphiliptheapostlechurch.org  

www.bit.ly/2XlOxPj 

Religious Education 

Classes for religious education take place every Saturday 

from 3 - 5 PM at St. Philips. Run by the Missionaries of 

Charity. 

Please call the office for more details. For  ages 3 – 14. 

would still have more than enough room to be in 
compliance with the social distancing requirements, even 
as more parishioners begin returning to in-person worship.  

In accordance with Canon Law, the intention for the 
Sunday Mass will always be For the Parish. Mass intentions 
already requested for Sundays beyond May 23, 2021 will 
be transferred to a Friday private Mass that I will offer. 
These intentions will continue to be listed in the bulletin. 
Kristen will also be happy to work to reschedule a Mass 
intention, upon request.  

I appreciate your prayers, discernment, and thoughts. 
Please pray for St. Philip’s as we enter a new phase in our 
parish’s life. The most sublime and wonderful act we can 
do here on earth is gather around the altar, as God’s 
people, and celebrate the “breaking of the bread.” When 
we gather, united as God’s people, the Spirit pours forth 
upon us. 


