
ST PHILIP THE APOSTLE  CAMP SPRINGS, MARYLAND 

 

Saturday, May 1 (St. Joseph the Worker) 

9:00 am  John Tierney + | Kristen Ehiem 

5:00 pm Sister Haregu | Daughters of St. Anne  

Sunday, May 2 (5th Sunday of Easter) 

9:00 am  For the Parish 

11:30 am  Cu V. Nguyen + | Nguyen Family 

Monday, May 3 (Saints Philip & James, Apostles) 

8:30 am  For the Parish 

Tuesday, May 4 

8:30 am  Daughters of St. Anne 

Wednesday, May 5 

8:30 am  Donald Young | Young Family 

Thursday, May 6 

8:30 am  Edward G. Ruf, Sr. | Sara Yates 

Friday, May 7 

8:30 am  Daughters of St. Anne 
Saturday, May 8 

9:00 am  Blessed Rosa + | Daughters of St. Anne 

5:00 pm Gary Lewis + | Monica Lewis 

Even someone with no gardening knowledge realizes that a 
branch cut off from a vine will die. To remain alive, to 
grow, and to bear fruit requires that the branch remain 
connected to the vine. Jesus tells us: He is the vine. We 
are the branches. His Father is a vine-grower – pruning 
and making adjustments that the branches might bear more 
fruit. In the history of God’s people, some branches have 
been trimmed, some have been cut off, and others have 
been allowed to flourish.  

In both Scripture and the Church’s history, the life of the 
Spirit has moved from one place to the next, from one 
people to another. Those nations who were pious and 
devout in one age might drift far from the faith in the next. 
Those nations who were far from the faith might grow 
most fervent and become evangelists to future generations. 

If nothing else, the parable tells us that the Father is willing 
to make changes. He doesn’t get sentimental about dead 
branches. He trims them off and moves on, strengthening 
branches that have potential for life. Either we get on 
board, remaining attached to the vine (Jesus) or we risk 
being cut off from the life-giving vine.  

This parable is a potent reminder to remain connected to 
Jesus. I recommend three S’s as good ways to stay 
connected to Him: Scripture, Sacraments, and Service.  

Jesus says:  

Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own  
unless it remains on the vine,  
so neither can you unless you remain in me. 

FROM THE DESK OF FATHER LEWIS 

PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL AND THOSE 
WHO CARE FOR THEM:   

Duffy Askin Family, Bradley Baker, Evan Beck, Pat 
Brooke, Counihan Family, Martin (Red) Fahey, Walter 
Harley, Lukas Hjort-Tyson, Hoehl Family, Art Grenier, 
Mary Gressett, Bert Latimer, Tonya Lee, Ralph Loveless, 
MacMannis Family, Lina Maralit, Jennifer Whipple-
Marciano, Leondre Massey, Denise McHale, Grace 
Mueth, Nancy Palmedo, Deborah Pritts-Murray, Joe 
Norris, Shannon O’Connell, Matthew Pineda, Father 
Michael Quill, Barbara Ruf, Robert Wayne Saul III,  
Dolores Steinhilber, Elijah & Marilyn Thorne, Nellie & 
Ruth Wade, Suzanne Walters, Shawn & Tommy Webb, 
Dineen Whipple, Bee Duncan, Alma Streicher, Shoko 
Ferguson, Ryan Murray, Patrick Baggott, Genevieve 
Desmarais, Joan Williams 

Communion Calls 
 

We are updating our 
Communion Call list. Is there 
someone who is homebound 
in need of the sacraments? 
Please have them call us at 
(301) 423 - 4244 during office 
hours, M-F 8am-1pm.  
 
 



Fifth Sunday of Easter   May 2, 2021  

 

 

Offertory Summary for April 25, 2021 

Parishioner Contributions: $3,012.15 

5th Sunday of Easter  

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily 
describe the current display of human existence. In 
addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil 
that are common elements of our daily news, other 
essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many lack an 
objective center around which to order and structure their 
lives or a clear set of definable goals or mores to act as 
guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have 
become a “new god” and traditional structures and ideals 
set aside. It is almost as if history only shows that we got 
this whole thing wrong and many are determined to finally 
set things right. The real truth, however, is that while 
wrongs and errors are certainly a part of our often-
checkered past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is 
not our task to rewrite the history of our lives, but to learn 
from mistakes that were made, and preserve the perennial 
wisdom at the root of our successes. Learning is an 
essential part of being human. 

The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? 
Some have such a hard time placing God in that position, 
but that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the 
Master Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets 
its cues. It is in and through this relationship with the 
Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into the 
people we are intended to be and can be. It is only in God 
that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly, many think 
that religion too, as well as history in general, has also 
gotten all this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us 
differently. We are reminded, today especially, that we are 
meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in us. We are 
also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate God, is the vine 
upon which we grow, the branches that flow from the 
source of God’s life. 

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is 
not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and allow 
God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is 
the only way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us 
and bringing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s 
commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks 
we need, yet many seek to remove them from all public 
view because they appear to limit self-expression and 
suppress what is considered by many to be “human 
freedom.” They are the only way we can find freedom, 
however. And, until we learn this fundamental lesson, we 
will continue to spiral out of control, never really knowing 
who we are, what our potential can be or how life really 
can be lived. We will not know peace. 

©LPi 

Angel Tree 

Are you a crocheter or a 
knitter?  Want to help provide items 
for this year’s Angel Tree?  We are 
looking for people who would be 
interested in making scarves, hats and 
mittens to donate.  If you would like 
to help please contact Suzy Giroux 
at suzygiroux@verizon.net or Alma Walton 
at the5waltons@aol.com.   

Congratulations to our First Communicants! 

On May 1, 2021, St. Philips students received their First 
Communion. Please continue to pray for our children that 
Christ give them the grace to persevere with their faith. 

Mother’s Day Booklets 

St. Philip’s Sodality will compile a remembrance booklet 
for Mother’s Day, May 09, 2021. On this day, Father will 
celebrate Mass for those persons you wish to honor and 
remember. The booklets will be available for you to take 
home. Please call the office for a copy of the insert. 

Mass Time Changes starting Pentecost Sunday  
Weekend of May 23, 2021 

Stating the weekend of May 23, 2021, Masses will be 
offered at 5:00pm (May 22) Saturday and 10:00am (May 

23) Sunday (combining the 9:00am and 11:30am). 


