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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�

�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 8:00am�

�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�

�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�

�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
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 ~ 

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm

�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�

�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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�

Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�

�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�

�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�

�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�

�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�

�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�

�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�

�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�

�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�

�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�

�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�

�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MATEUS�

Dear brothers and sisters,�

To live the Advent season well, you must look for the “court” of 

divine mercy, the sacrament that Christ himself instituted to forgive 

our sins: Confession. But what does it take to confess well? And 

what should one say when accusing one’s sins to a priest?�

As we see in today’s Gospel, St. John the Baptist "went all over the 

Jordan, preaching a baptism of conversion for the forgiveness of 

sins" (v. 3). He called people to a "baptism of conversion" � that is, a 

heartfelt repentance � preparing people for the "forgiveness of sins" 

that Jesus, God Himself made man, would come to bring to mankind.�

This same sequence is remarkable in the structure of the sacrament 

of Penance: the first part is the acts of the penitent, who, repenting of 

his sins, begs divine mercy; the second, the acts of the confessor, 

who, acting in the name of Christ, forgives the sinner's faults.�

Let us focus today on the �acts of the penitent. They may be 

separated into three parts, as stated in the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, § 1450:�

1. First comes contrition. With intelligence, the penitent recognizes 

that he has sinned � it is the examination of conscience; with the 

will, he hates what he has done � it is contrition itself; with that same 

will, he promises to no longer sin � it is the purpose of amendment.�

To know if something is a sin, it is not necessary to take a course in 

ethics (although a basic knowledge of so�called "moral theology" is 

strongly recommended for all Christians); just have faith in the God 

who reveals what is good and what is bad, in the Ten 

Commandments, for example.�

In order to repent, it is not necessary to feel great shocks externally 

or to shed a river of tears for what has been done; it is enough that, 

with a determined will, the penitent deeply hates his sins and is 

willing never to commit them again. Indeed, on the firmness of this 

purpose depends the very validity of the sacramental Confession. 

Without a determination to forsake sin � that is, "the penitent must be 

determined to employ all possible and indispensable means to avoid 

sin" � and universal � that is, to extend to all mortal sins, from once 

and forever � there is no absolution that restores grace to the soul.�

Furthermore, the grace received in Confession is proportional to the 

repentance that the penitent has. This explains why so many people, 

even though they confess frequently, are declining further and 

further in the life of grace, to the point of leaving the Church. They 

do confess, but with so much carelessness that, little by little, they 

"cool off" and even lose what they had.�

2. Second, the accusation of sins. The term "accusation" is not 

casual. The sacrament of Penance is like a court, in which the sinner 

is both defendant and prosecutor � not advocate. The penitent, 

therefore, must not excuse himself, trying to justify or lessen his 

guilt. As a prosecutor, he simply accuses what he did, no excuses � 

leaving part of the sentence in the hands of the merciful Judge.�

The charge made must be complete, i.e., "the believer has an 

obligation to confess, in their kind and number, all grave sins, which 

he remembers after diligent examination of conscience, committed 

after baptism and yet not directly forgiven by the power of the keys 

of the Church nor accused in individual confession". It is not 

necessary to reveal all the circumstances in which sins occurred, 

prolonging confession immeasurably, but only those that change the 

kind of sin.�

3. Finally, we reach the stage of satisfaction, which consists in 

repairing the damage caused by the sin committed. Usually, the 

penances imposed by the priest are simple, like praying an Our 

Father, a Hail Mary or a penitential Psalm. The believer, however, 

can generously add other penitential practices that will help him to 

live in a continual spirit of repentance.�

Afterwards, the priest traces the sign of the cross on the faithful and, 

acting in persona ipsius Christi, forgives his sins. It is the great joy 

of the Penitence court: every defendant who enters it repentant is 

never convicted, but always acquitted. Thanks be to Christ for His 

infinite mercy!�

God Bless,� � � �

� � � � � Fr. Mateus�

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�



S����� S���	� �� A������

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS�

Contribution statements will be available for those in the cluster 

that use the envelope system.  If you would like a statement for 

the 2021 tax year, please call the rectory and leave your name and 

address.  Letters will be mailed to you by Jan 31st.  Thank you.�

�

ANNUAL APPEALS�

For your convenience, there are envelopes available at all 

churches for your donation.  To those who have made their 

contribution, we sincerely Thank You!!!�

�

Our Lady: ~ Goal; $20,000   � To Date:  $19,640�

St. Francis:  ~ Goal; $8,000  � To Date:  $4,280�

St. Peter: ~ Goal; $7,000   � To Date:  $5,180�

�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS �

POSTER CONTEST�

�In an effort to promote the true spirit of Christmas in our homes, 

schools, parishes and communities the Knights of Columbus will 

once again be sponsoring our annual Keep Christ in Christmas 

Poster Contest here in our Cluster. ��

Students will compete in one of three age groups � ages 5 

through 7, ages 8 through 10 and 11 through 14. Each poster 

submitted must reflect the Keep Christ in Christmas theme with a 

visual image. There is no limit to the number of posters each 

contestant may submit.��

Do you know a young person that you feel would enjoy taking 

part in this program?��If so, entry forms are located in the back of 

all our Cluster churches.��All rules and regulations are explained 

in detail on these forms.��Posters must be returned to church and 

placed in boxes in the entrance of all three churches no later than 

the weekend of December 18/19

th

.��Prizes will be awarded in all 

three age groups.���

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS DONATION�

Now you can honor a deceased relative by donating a flower 

arrangement to the Parish you belong. The arrangement will be 

placed  in the sanctuary for the weekend and their names will be 

mentioned in the bulletin. Please contact Jane at Our Lady, Marie  

at St. Francis, and Islay at St. Peter’s for more information. “The 

use of living flowers at Mass serves as a reminder of the gift of 

life God has given to the human community”.�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Do you know anyone who is sick and in need of prayers? Please call 

the office and their names will be listed in the bulletin every week so 

our parishioners can include them in their personal prayers. God bless 

you!�

�

PRAYER LIST�

Kevin Doherty ~ Joan Doherty ~ Irene Dearden ~ Roy Dunn�

Ann Marie Doherty ~ Vernon Goupil ~ Arline Duguay**�

Fr’s Mother�Terezinha Souza ~ Marcella Catalano�

Darla Brault ~ Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos�

�

**Arline Duguay thanks everyone for their prayers and she asks 

to keep her in your prayers as she continues in her recovery.  �

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

11�28�21 Sunday: $1,430.50; Building: 298.00; Memorial: 

$250.00; Fuel: $20.00; Flowers $281.00; Human Development: 

$3.00.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $51,251.89 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

Free Will:  No meal served �

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

11�28�21  Sunday: $561.00; Monthly: $10.00; Fuel: $268.00; 

Flowers: $105.00.�

�

GIVING TREE TAGS FOR SEMINARIANS�

The St. Francis Giving Tree will benefit the Seminarians of the 

Diocese.  Please take a tag(s) to support one or more seminarian.  

Gifts can be mailed directly to them.   St. Peters Church also has 

tags to support the seminarians.  Thank you for your support.�

�

ST. PETER’S�

COLLECTION�

11�28�21 Sunday: $530.00; Flowers; $93.00; Memorials: $20.00.�

�

ST PETER’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS GIVING�

Again this year St. Peter’s church will collaborate with Valuing 

Our Children, based in Athol, who cover the North Quabbin area 

helping families in need. Items will be collected for children ages 

infant to 9 years old. �Please donate new items. �We are 

collecting :�

Socks ( little feet feel the cold )�

Hats and Gloves�

Waterproof gloves ( playing in the snow needs dry warm hands )�

Sweatshirts�

Chap sticks ( lips get very dry in the winter )�

�

All items need to be brought to St. Peter's Church by Dec 19th. �If 

you have any questions please phone Islay Boeri at 978�724�

0205.  Thank you for helping the very youngest of our children 

stay warm this winter season.�

�

�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�

�

�

�

CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES�

2022 Contribution Envelopes for Our Lady Immaculate Church will 

be available for pick at the front of the church after masses this 

weekend.  If you are not currently using envelopes and would like a 

box assigned to you, please call Gayle in the office at 978�249�2738.  

Thank you.�

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“Having received the gift of the Gospel of Life, we are the people of 

life and a people for life.  It is our duty to proclaim the Gospel of  

Life to the world.  To proclaim Jesus is to proclaim life itself.  

Gratitude and joy at the incomparable dignity of the human person 

impel us to bring the Gospel of life to the hearts of all people and 

make it penetrate ever part of society.. ~USCCB Secretariat of Pro�

life Activities “The Gospel of Life: A Brief Summary”�



D������� 5, 2021�

Saturday, December 4th  �

� 9:00 AM� OLI: +Joseph & Helen Whelan�

� � Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Advent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Roseann Wrigley by Stella Murphy�

� � +Wesley Laford,  Months Mind�

� � by Joseph & Ruth Labrie�

�

Sunday, December 5th   2nd Sunday of Advent�

� 8:00 AM� St. Francis: +Nicholas Casella �

� � by Jackie Doherty�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: +Wesley Laford, Months Mind�

� � By his Wife Joyce�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +Gagliardi Family by Anna Gagliardi 

Beane & Joseph Gagliardi�

�

Monday, December 6th�

� 12:15 PM� OLI:  +Marcial, Emerenciana & Joseph 

Yandoc by the Family�

� � �

Tuesday, December 7th  St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of 

the Church�

� 12:15 PM� OLI:   +Special Intention for the Tavakol 

Family �

�

Wednesday, December 8th  THE IMMACULATE 

CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY�

� 12:15 PM� OLI:  +Barbara Belletete by her Family�

� 7:00 PM� OLI: All Parishioners�

�

Saturday, December 11th Vigil: 3rd Sunday of Advent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI: +Robert Joly by Rosetta Joly�

� �  Special Intention for the Tavakol Family�

�

Sunday, December 12th  3rd Sunday of Advent�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  +Beverly Levanway �

� � By the St. Francis Women’s Guild�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter:  +Edmond & Lillian Landry�

� � By Joyce Rousselle�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Marcial Yandoc, 7th Anniversary�

� � By the Family�

�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 788�

Readings for the week of December 5, 2021�

Sunday:  Bar 5:1�9/Ps 126:1�2, 2�3, 4�5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4�6, 8�11/Lk 

3:1�6 �

Monday:  Is 35:1�10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, 13�14 [cf. Is 35:4f]/

Lk 5:17�26�

Tuesday:  Is 40:1�11/Ps 96:1�2, 3 and 10ac, 11�12, 13 [cf. Is 

40:10ab]/Mt 18:12�14�

Wednesday:  Gn 3:9�15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2�3ab, 3cd�4 [1]/Eph 1:3�6, 

11�12/Lk 1:26�38�

Thursday:  Is 41:13�20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10�11, 12�13ab [8]/Mt 

11:11�15�

Friday:�  Is 48:17�19/Ps 1:1�2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16�19�

Saturday:  Sir 48:1�4, 9�11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15�16, 18�19 [4]/Mt 

17:9a, 10�13�

Next Sunday:  Zep 3:14�18a/Is12:2�3, 4, 5�6 [6]/Phil 4:4�7/Lk 

3:10�18 �
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS�

�

SATURDAY 4th�

� 9:00 AM� First Saturday Mass & Devotion at OLI�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 5th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

� 9:15 AM� CCD Grades K�5�

� 9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

        11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

          6:00 PM� CCD Grades 6�10�

�

MONDAY 6th�

� 12:15 PM� Mass and Novena at Our Lady�

�

TUESDAY 7th�

� 12:15 PM� Mass and Novena at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 8th�

� 12:15 PM� Holy Day Mass at Our Lady�

� 7:00 PM� Holy Day Mass at Our Lady�

�

THURSDAY 9th�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter Church�

�

SATURDAY 11th�

� 3:00 PM� Confessions at OLI Chapel�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 12th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open dai-

ly from 8am�4pm during the winter months.  Thank you.�
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