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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�

�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 8:00am�

�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�

�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�

�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
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 ~ 

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm

�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�

�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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�

Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�

�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�

�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�

�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�

�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�

�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�

�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�

�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�

�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�

�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�

�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�

�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MATEUS�

�

Dear brothers and sisters,�

�

Some think that celebrating Christmas is celebrating Jesus' 

birthday party; some even sing “Happy Birthday”! Something 

totally out of place, contrary to the feeling of the Church and out 

of the sense of Christian celebration. So if we don't celebrate 

Jesus' birthday party, what do we do at Christmas?  First of all, it 

is necessary to understand what the Liturgy, the Celebration of 

the Church is.�

Let's see. Our God, when he wanted to save us, acted in our 

history. He first acted in the history of all mankind, secretly and 

wisely guiding all human beings and their history. Just think of 

the pagan saints of the Old Testament � saints who did not 

belong to the people of Israel: St. Abel, St. Enoch, St. 

Methuselah, St. Noah, St. Melchizedek, St. Job, St. Balaam… 

None of these belonged to the people of God… and yet, God 

acted through them… Then, God acted in a strong, open, intense 

way in the history of the people of Israel, with the fiery words of 

the prophets, with outstretched hand and mighty arm in 

wonderful works for the benefit of his chosen people.�

Finally, God acted in a full and total way, making himself 

personally present, in Jesus Christ, who is the summit, center and 

finality of God's revelation and action: in Jesus, everything that 

God dreamed for us �became true in a full, unique, absolute, 

complete and definitive way! So, our God does not reveal himself 

mainly with teachings, doctrines and advice, but with concrete 

actions and concrete words of love! And all of this reached its 

fullness in the life, gestures, words and actions of Jesus Christ!�

Well then: it is these saving works of God, fully accomplished in 

Jesus, that we make present in our lives when we celebrate the 

Holy Liturgy, especially the Eucharist! In the power of the Holy 

Spirit of Jesus, through words, gestures and liturgical symbols, 

the events of the past � all summarized in Christ: in his 

Incarnation, in his Birth, Ministry, Death and Resurrection and in 

the Gift of his Spirit � become present in our life.�

Now let's see the case of Christmas. When the Church celebrates 

the five feasts of Christmas, she does not want to celebrate a 

birthday�party for the little boy Jesus… What she wants to do is 

to make it present to us, in the power of the Holy Spirit, the grace 

of the coming of Christ! Celebrating the Christmas liturgy, the 

event of the past (the Manifestation of the Son of God) becomes 

present in our life today! In the Christmas liturgy the Church does 

not say: “Two thousand years ago Jesus was born”! None of that! 

What she says is: "Let us all rejoice in the Lord: today the Savior 

of the world is born, true peace descended from 

heaven!" (Christmas Eve Mass Entrance Antiphon).�

So, celebrating the holy feasts of Christmas, we celebrate the 

Manifestation of the Savior in our today, in our life, in our world! 

The liturgy has this characteristic: in the power of the Holy Spirit 

it makes it present really, truly present that event that took place 

in the past. It is not a repetition of the event, nor a memory! 

Rather, it is what the Bible calls a memorial, that is, making 

God's acts of salvation present!�

Returning home after Christmas Mass, we can say: “Today I saw 

it, today I heard it, today I experienced it, today I witnessed it and 

today I announce it: a Savior was born for us, a Savior was born 

for the world! He came, he didn't leave us, he became our road 

companion!” Celebrating the Christmas Eucharist, we receive the 

grace of Christmas, we enter into communion with the Christ 

who came at Christmas, because we received in the Body and 

Blood of the Lord the very Christ who was born for us, and now 

the risen Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit ! It's incredible, but 

the grace of Christmas comes to us more than it did to Mary and 

Joseph and the shepherds and the Magi. Because they saw a little 

boy in the manger, while we received him within us, his Body in 

our body,  his Blood  in  our blood, his Soul in our soul, his Spirit �

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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in our spirit… and no longer a fragile little boy, with this one of 

ours little human life, but the Son Himself now glorified, with an 

immortal and glorious human nature, which will transform us to 

eternal life.�

So this Christmas no one sings happy birthday for the Child Jesus, 

don't be jealous of the shepherds and the Magi… For us too today 

a Savior is born: the risen Christ, glorious, whom we receive in 

his Body and Blood and whose mystery we celebrate in the 

gestures, words and symbols of the liturgy!�

� Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!�

� � � � � � Fr. Mateus�

�

�

�

�

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS DONATION�

Now you can honor a deceased relative by donating a flower 

arrangement to the Parish you belong. The arrangement will be 

placed  in the sanctuary for the weekend and their names will be 

mentioned in the bulletin. Please contact Jane at Our Lady, Marie  

at St. Francis, and Islay at St. Peter’s for more information. “The 

use of living flowers at Mass serves as a reminder of the gift of 

life God has given to the human community”.�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Do you know anyone who is sick and in need of prayers? Please 

call the office and their names will be listed in the bulletin every 

week so our parishioners can include them in their personal 

prayers. God bless you!�

�

PRAYER LIST�

Kevin Doherty ~ Joan Doherty ~ Irene Dearden ~ Roy Dunn�

Ann Marie Doherty ~ Vernon Goupil ~ Arline Duguay�

Fr’s Mother�Terezinha Souza ~ Marcella Catalano�

Darla Brault ~ Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos�

�

ROSARY/FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION�

The will be no First Saturday Devotion in January.  The 

Solemnity of Mary will be celebrated at the 4pm mass at OLI.�

�

Every 13th of the month, everyone, especially the Living Rosary 

members, are encouraged to pray the rosary.  Please join us at the 

OLI Chapel at 6pm ~ if the 13th falls on a Tuesday it will be held 

at 3pm.  The rosary is a powerful prayer to fight all evils.  Let us 

ask our Blessed Mother’s intercession to her Divine Son Jesus 

Christ by praying the Rosary.  �

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“I would now like to say a special word to women who have had 

an abortion.  He Church is aware of the many factors which may 

have influenced your decision, and she does not doubt that in 

many cases it was a painful and even shattering decision.  The 

wound in your heart may not yet have healed.  But do not give in 

to discouragement and do not lose hope.  The Father of mercies is 

ready to give you his forgiveness and his peace in the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation. ~ Pope Saint John Paul II�

�

CALENDAR WINNERS �

The Knights of Columbus would like to congratulate the Calendar 

Raffle winners for December 1�15. � If you were not one of the 

lucky winners to date, you still have sixteen opportunities to 

win. �Good luck to all and thank you for your support. �

Dec��1��� Peter Newman; Dec��2� Brian Culasurco; Dec��3� Delia 

Vogel; Dec� �4� Laney Brophy; Dec� �5�Joe Labrie; Dec� �6� Jim 

Meehan; � Dec� � 7� Julia Blanchard; � Dec� � 8� Kevin Mchugh; 

Dec� � 9� Bill Donovan; Dec 10�Corazon Maramag; Dec 11� 

Andrew Nicoletti; Dec 12� Paul Kirby; Dec 13� Robert Dempsey; 

Dec 14� Bob Barcomb; Dec 15� Bella Finnell.�

FATHER MATEUS' VACATION�

�

Dear�parishioners, I would like to inform you that I will be 

going home to visit my parents for the month of January.  I’m 

very excited to see them again and give my mom some support 

as she is going through some health issues.  I will be leaving 

on December 29, and I will be back on February�2nd.  Please 

keep my family and I in your prayers.  I will be interacting 

with you through the bulletin and Facebook while I enjoy the 

90 degree weather back home!�

God bless you!�

�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

12�19�21 Collection amounts were unavailable at time of bulletin 

submission.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $51,954.89 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

12�19�21  Collection amounts were unavailable at time of bulletin 

submission.�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

12�19�21 Collection amounts were unavailable at time of bulletin 

submission.�

�

ST. PETER’S�

COLLECTION�

12�19�21 Collection amounts were unavailable at time of bulletin 

submission.�

�

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY�

St. Peter’s invites you to join our women’s bible study � Priest, 

Prophet and King, a six�week study by Bishop Robert Barron 

beginning Monday, January 17, 2022.� Sessions will be held on 

Mondays from 1:00 p.m. � 2:30 p.m.� Study guides are $25.00 

each and need to be ordered by December 31

st

.� Please contact 

Delia Vogel after Mass or at 978 724�3560 if you wish to 

purchase a study guide.�

�

Also, we invite you to join us each Monday at 12:30 before the 

start of the study for a bring your own lunch and some fellowship.�

�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�

�

ANNUAL APPEALS�

For your convenience, there are envelopes available at all 

churches for your donation.  To those who have made their 

contribution, we sincerely Thank You!!!�

�

Our Lady: ~ Goal; $20,000   � To Date:  $22,945�

St. Francis:  ~ Goal; $8,000  � To Date:  $6,780�

St. Peter: ~ Goal; $7,000   � To Date:  $6,730�

�

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS�

Contribution statements will be available for those in the 

cluster that use the envelope system.  If you would like a 

statement for the 2021 tax year, please call the rectory and 

leave your name and address.  Letters will be mailed to you by 

Jan 31st.  Thank you.�
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Saturday, December 25th THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD�

� 8:00 AM� St. Francis: All Parishioners�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: All Parishioners�

�

Sunday, December 26th  THE MOST HOLY FAMILY OF 

JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  All Parishioners�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter:  +Teresa Kim by the Family�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +David & Joanne Pandiscio�

� �  by Mark & Cindy Winters�

�

Monday, December 27th  �St John, Apostle and Evangelist�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Marcial, Emerenciana & Joseph 

Yandoc by the Family�

� � Special Intention for the Tavakol Family�

� �

Tuesday, December 28th The Holy Innocents, Martyrs�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:   +Blanchard Family by the Family�

� � +Robert O’Brien by his Family �

�

Wednesday, December 29th  �

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Elizabeth Gauthier by her Daughter�

�

�

Saturday, January  1st  SOLEMNITY OF MARY�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Gail Blanchard by her Family�

� � Special Intention for the Tavakol Family�

�

Sunday, January  2nd   THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD�

� 8:00 AM� St. Francis: +M/M Paul Shatos�

� � By Marie Shatos�

� � +Dec’d members of the Funa & Catan 

Families by the Funa Family�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: +Wesley Laford �

� � by Bob & Kathy Lemoine�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +All Parishioners�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 799�

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021�

Sunday:  Sir 3:2�6, 12�14/Ps 128:1�2, 3, 4�5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12�21 or 

3:12�17/Lk 2:41�52 or 1 Sm 1:20�22, 24�28/Ps 84:2�3, 5�6, 9�10 

[cf. 5a]/1 Jn 3:1�2, 21�24/Lk 2:41�52 �

Monday:  1 Jn 1:1�4/Ps 97:1�2, 5�6, 11�12 [12]/Jn 20:1a, 2�8�

Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:5�2:2/Ps 124:2�3, 4�5, 7b�8 [7]/Mt 2:13�18�

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3�11/Ps 96:1�2a, 2b�3, 5b�6 [11a]/Lk 2:22�35�

Thursday:  1 Jn 2:12�17/Ps 96:7�8a, 8b�9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36�40�

Friday:�  1 Jn 2:18�21/Ps 96:1�2, 11�12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1�18�

Saturday:  Nm 6:22�27/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4�7/Lk 2:16�21 �

Next Sunday:� Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf. 11]/

Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12�

Please remember Ken Mousseau  and Esmonde Bushey 

who passed away recently, as well as their families.  Always 

remember the power of prayer in helping others.�
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�

Blessed are those who fear the Lord �

and walk in his ways.�

Our Lady Immaculate Church welcomes Selene Cotto and Eve 

Moran with great joy into the faith community, the Catholic 

Church.  Congratulations and may the flame of the Christian faith 

be alive in their hearts.�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�

�

SATURDAY 25th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

� 11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 26th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

MONDAY 27th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

TUESDAY 28th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 29th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

THURSDAY 30th�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter Church�

�

SATURDAY 1st�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 2nd�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

� 9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

        11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open �

daily from 8am�4pm during the winter months.  Thank you.�

�
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