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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�

�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 8:00am�

�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�

�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�

�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
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�

 ~ 

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm

�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�

�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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�

Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�

�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�

�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�

�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�

�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�

�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�

�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�

�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�

�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�

�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�

�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�

�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM �

FATHER MATEUS�

�

My dear brothers and sisters, �

�

�The Gospel of this 2nd Sunday in the Ordinary Time is that of 

the wedding at Cana, when Jesus, at the request of the Virgin 

Mary, performs his first miracle, turning water into wine.� The 

liturgy thus shows an interesting continuity with what we 

celebrated last Sunday: the Baptism of Jesus.� In the Christian 

life, baptism is the gateway to the great union between God and 

humanity, realized in the person of Jesus Christ, true God and 

true man.� All the baptized must therefore prepare themselves for 

this mystical marriage, about which the same evangelist Saint 

John writes in the Book of Revelation: “Blessed are those who 

are invited to the wedding of the Lamb” (19:9). � � � � ��

� � �Jesus’ first miracle takes place precisely in the context of a 

wedding, from which we can draw some lessons on how to walk 

towards God.� Wedding parties at that time were truly 

exceptional, lasting for days and days.� It was, therefore, a very 

great risk to lack some food, especially wine, then considered the 

“soul of the party”.� From the biblical account, we have no news 

that those responsible for the banquet noticed the end of the 

drink.� It is Mary who anticipates and, providentially, asks her 

son Jesus for what not even the hosts of the wedding knew they 

needed.�

� � � The presence of Mary in our lives has the same character as 

the miracle of the wedding at Cana.� She knows our bodily and 

spiritual needs better than we do, since she begat the Son of God, 

to whom we are united by baptism, as members of his Mystical 

Body.� If, therefore, we entrust ourselves to her care, Mary will 

know how to provide the wine that we also lack, like a true 

mother who knows how to interpret her baby's cry and give him 

exactly what is needed.� She takes us to the doctor of souls, 

already prescribing the salutary medicine: “Do whatever He tells 

you”, in those last words recorded throughout Sacred Scripture.��

� � Some may turn up their noses at Mary, saying that Jesus 

rebuked her for "meddling" in a matter that "was none of her 

business." �But it is a mistake to think that Christ's answer was 

rude.� When he speaks of his “hour”, he is explaining to the 

Blessed Virgin that the miracle would start his journey to the 

cross and, in this way, both would be involved in the task of the 

new Adam and the new Eve, for the restoration of the human 

race, as predicted by the book of Genesis (3, 15).� But, even so, 

the two go ahead with the miracle, in a true demonstration of 

detachment and love for men.��

� � � The transformation of water into wine depends on obedience 

to all that Jesus teaches, as Our Lady directs the organizers of the 

feast.� In the same way, we too need to trust the Word of Jesus so 

that there is a true spiritual transformation in our hearts.� There 

must be an inner disposition for true conversion.� For the rest, he 

himself works the miracle, converting our hearts of stone into 

springs of love for God and neighbor.��

� � � It is quite true that we are prone to rebellion, and we hardly 

submit to the Word of God.� That is why, once again, we must 

turn to the intercession of Our Lady, so that She may educate us 

to fulfill everything He tells us to do.� Helped by this courageous 

mother, we will be able to give Jesus the water of our 

nothingness, that is, our complete poverty, so that He can give us 

His everything, giving Himself entirely on the tree of the 

cross.� And so we shall be deprived of the misfortune of not 

participating in the last day's feast.�

�

God bless you!�

� � � � � Father Mateus�

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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FOOD FOR THE POOR�

Please welcome Rev. Jim Steuterman who will be with us to 

celebrate Masses and tell us about the work of Food for the 

Poor.  �

�

Food For The Poor is an interdenominational Christian 

ministry feeding millions of hungry children and families 

living in poverty primarily in 17 countries of the Caribbean 

and Latin America.  In addition to providing much�needed 

nourishment, our efforts also include emergency relief 

assistance, clean water initiatives, medicine, educational 

materials, housing, support for vulnerable children, care for the 

aged, prison ministry, skills training and micro�enterprise 

development assistance.  Thank you in advance for your 

compassion and support for those in need.�

�

Fr. Steuterman was ordained April 4, 1975 for the Diocese of 

Worcester.  In addition to being a pastor at St. Richard of 

Chichester in Sterling, MA  he serves as an alcohol�drug 

counselor and as a primary counselor at Catholic Charities.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS DONATION�

Now you can honor a deceased relative by donating a flower 

arrangement to the Parish you belong. The arrangement will be 

placed  in the sanctuary for the weekend and their names will be 

mentioned in the bulletin. Please contact Jane at Our Lady, Marie  

at St. Francis, and Islay at St. Peter’s for more information. “The 

use of living flowers at Mass serves as a reminder of the gift of 

life God has given to the human community”.�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Do you know anyone who is sick and in need of prayers? Please 

call the office and their names will be listed in the bulletin every 

week so our parishioners can include them in their personal 

prayers. God bless you!�

�

PRAYER LIST�

Kevin Doherty ~ Joan Doherty �

Irene Dearden ~ Roy Dunn�

Ann Marie Doherty ~ Vernon Goupil 

Arline Duguay�

Terezinha Souza ~ Marcella Catalano�

Darla Brault ~ Jackie & Cliff Shatos�

 Pat Shatos�

�

�

�

ANNUAL APPEALS�

For your convenience, there are envelopes available at all 

churches for your donation.  To those who have made their 

contribution, we sincerely Thank You!!!�

�

Our Lady: ~ Goal; $20,000   � To Date:  $24,245�

St. Francis:  ~ Goal; $8,000  � To Date:  $9,880�

St. Peter: ~ Goal; $7,000   � To Date:  $7,780�

�

LEGACY OF HOPE:  �

Our Lady Immaculate: $151,525�

St. Francis of Assisi: $46,310�

St. Peter: $ 42,040�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

1�9�22 Sunday: $1,492.00; Building: $313.00; Memorial: $25.00;�

Fuel: $65.00; Holy Day: $25.00; SOFB: $30.00; Catholic 

University: $15.00.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $52,314.31 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

Free Will: $25.00; St. Peter: $5.00�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

1�9�22 Sunday: $441.00; Monthly: $45.00; Reno: $15.00; Fuel: 

$265.00; Catholic University: $25.00. �

�

LITHUANIAN DINNER�

St. Francis Church will host a Lithuanian Dinner ~ Eat in or 

Take out ~ on Saturday January 22, 2022 at 5:30 pm in the 

church hall.  Kielbasa, kugelis, sauerkraut/kapusta, carrots, 

bread, beverage and dessert.  Tickets are $12 for adults; $6 for 

children under 10.  To reserve tickets and for take�out orders, 

please contact (978) 249�3638.�

�

�

ST. PETER’S �

COLLECTION�

1�9�22 Sunday: $512.00. �

�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�

�

�

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED�

The church office will be closed on Monday, January 17th in 

observance of the MLK, Jr. holiday.  Normal office hours will 

resume on Tuesday the 18th,  Thank you.�

�

ROSARY/FIRST SATURDAY DEVOTION�

Every 13th of the month, everyone, especially the Living Rosary 

members, are encouraged to pray the rosary.  Please join us at the 

OLI Chapel at 6pm ~ if the 13th falls on a Tuesday it will be held 

at 3pm.  The rosary is a powerful prayer to fight all evils.  Let us 

ask our Blessed Mother’s intercession to her Divine Son Jesus 

Christ by praying the Rosary.  �

�

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS�

Contribution statements will be available for those in the cluster 

that use the envelope system.  If you would like a statement for 

the 2021 tax year, please call the rectory and leave your name and 

address.  Letters will be mailed to you by January 31st.  Thank 

you.�

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“Like every other human family, the Holy Family had to confront 

real and concrete challenges.  Yet, ‘in every situation, Joseph 

declared his own ‘fiat’’ (PC 3).  His ‘yes’ to the Lord meant that 

regardless of the hardship and personal sacrifice to himself, he 

consistently chose to put the needs of Mary and Jesus before his 

own.  Joseph’s devotion helps reveal to us our own call to show 

special care for the lives of those whom God has entrusted to us.”�
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�

Saturday, January 15th Vigil: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Rita Chiasson by Joe & Ruth Labrie�

� � +Pamela & Dennis Lence �

� � by Charles & Paula Thibault�

�

Sunday, January 16th  2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

� 8:00 AM� St. Francis: +M/M Paul Shatos �

� � By Marie Shatos�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: +Teresa Kim by her Family�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +Kenneth Mousseau�

� � By Virginia Vernon & Lucy Cavaliere�

�

Monday, January 17th  St. Anthony, Abbot�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Fanelli Family by the Family�

� �

Tuesday, January 18th �

� 8:00 AM� OLI:   +Mary Cass by Stella Murphy�

�

Wednesday, January 19th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Joseph Bonenfant �

� � by the Donovan Family�

� � �

Saturday, Jan.  22nd Vigil: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Craig Perry �

� � by Dick & Margaret White�

�

Sunday, January 23rd  3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  All Parishioners�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter: + Linda Insani Jengo �

� � by her Family�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Emerenciana Yandoc by her Family�

� � +Romeo & Irene Roussel by their Family�

�

�

�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open �

daily from 8am�4pm during the winter months.  Thank you.�

�

***In the event of inclement weather, churches may not be 

open.  Please contact Jane at OLI, or Marie at St. Francis if 

you are in doubt.  Thank you.�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 858�

Readings for the week of January 16, 2022�

Sunday:  Is 62:1�5/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 7�8, 9�10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4�11/Jn 

2:1�11 �

Monday:  1 Sm 15:16�23/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21 and 23/Mk 2:18�22 �

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1�13/Ps 89:20, 21�22, 27�28/Mk 2:23�28 �

Wednesday:  1 Sm 17:32�33, 37, 40�51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9�10/Mk 3:1�6 �

Thursday:  1 Sm 18:6�9; 19:1�7/Ps 56:2�3, 9�10a, 10b�11, 12�13/

Mk 3:7�12 �

Friday:�   1 Sm 24:3�21/Ps 57:2, 3�4, 6 and 11/Mk 3:13�19 �

Saturday:  2 Sm 1:1�4, 11�12, 19, 23�27/Ps 80:2�3, 5�7/Mk 3:20�21�

Next Sunday:  Neh 8:2�4a, 5�6, 8�10/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/1 Cor 

12:12�30 or 12:12�14, 27/Lk 1:1�4; 4:14�21 �
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Proclaim his marvelous deeds to all the nations.�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�

�

SATURDAY 15th�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 16th�

�   8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

   �   9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

         11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

MONDAY 17th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

TUESDAY 18th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 19th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

THURSDAY 20th�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter Church�

�

SATURDAY 22nd�

� 4:00 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 23rd�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:15 AM� CCD Grades K �5�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�  6:00 PM� CCD Grades 6�10�

�

�

�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA

Stan’s Liquor Mart

Beer • Wine & Spirit
1586 S Main Street, Athol, MA

978-249-9550
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 Medicare Annual Open Enrollment 
 runs through December 7
 Don’t fall for deceptive and enticing 
 marketing ads for Medicare plans. 
 Consult an unbiased SHINE counselor
 Call 800-243-4636.

SHINE is a program of the state Office of Elder Affairs.

John Colby (C) 978-249-5871

19 Old Barre Rd., Queen Lake, Phillipston, MA 01331
Email: colbyrealty2@gmail.com
www.JohnColby.com


