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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�
�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 9:00am�
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�
�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�
�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
�

Pray the Rosary�

13th of the Month at 6pm OLI Chapel�

(3pm is 13th falls on a Tuesday)�

S�'(% F��(#'* +, A**'*'�
�

�

 ~ 

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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�

Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�
�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�
�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�
�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�
�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�
�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�
�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�
�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�
�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�
�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�
�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MATEUS�
�

Dear brothers and sisters,�

The Church, mother and teacher, has the duty to teach us the way 

to holiness. Therefore, she has a whole pedagogy, with teaching 

methods and programs, that move the human heart towards 

Heaven.�
�

Lent is part of this pedagogy as a special time dedicated to a more 

intense fight against our sinful tendencies. It is not, therefore, a 

period in which the Church simply dresses in purple, but a kairos, 

that is, an opportune time for our conversion.�
�

To live this period well, we must know our evil background and 

recognize ourselves in need of divine grace. The season of Lent is 

that time when we spend forty days meditating on the Passion of 

Our Lord, in order to move away from the “old man” and, at 

Easter, rise again as a “new man”. After all, what the Church 

wants is not only our freedom from sin, but our sanctification and 

configuration to Christ; she therefore wants our deeper 

conversion � a kind of second take�off, so to speak � which 

removes the Christian from the logic of worldliness.�
�

During Lent, the Church exhorts us to practice almsgiving, 

fasting and, above all, prayer, as described in the Sermon on the 

Mount (cf. Mt 6). These three practices serve to “kill” the “old 

man” within us and open our hearts to sanctifying grace. They 

turn off the engine of sin � that is, what Saint John calls the lust 

of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life (cf. 1 Jn 

2:16) � and set our souls to be moved by the love of God. 

Fasting mortifies the lust of the flesh, almsgiving mortifies the 

lust of the eyes, and prayer mortifies the pride of life.�
�

All that is in the world is the lust of the flesh. This flesh of which 

Saint John speaks is not our body, but that inclination of the soul 

to desire the illicit pleasures of the creature. The human soul, 

when dominated by sin, lives in disorder. She ceases to govern a 

person's life to submit to carnal passions. That's why it gets the 

name "flesh".�
�

Fasting serves precisely to moderate this escape from pain and 

the search for pleasure, ordering our spirit so that the soul 

dominates over the passions and not the other way around. Thus, 

depriving yourself of pleasant things such as sweets, soft drinks 

and meat consumption (white and red, attention) is highly 

recommended.�
�

The lust of the eyes. Man is the only creature of God who has a 

thirst for knowledge, this desire that moves our gaze to 

everything “beautiful” and “interesting” in sight. For example, no 

other animal is capable of spending the entire day on Facebook, 

or changing the channel, or strolling through the mall without 

buying anything, as a human being does.�

Man was born to know the truth. However, original sin has 

caused a disorder in their interest in things, so that people get lost 

in unhealthy curiosity. Hence the need for almsgiving as an 

exercise in detachment and abnegation�
�

The pride of life. Original sin tainted human beings with the 

diabolical vice of pride, this attitude of finding oneself sufficient 

and saying “I am enough”. In the history of the Church, this vice 

was spread by heresies such as Pelagianism and Semi�

Pelagianism, which preached the idea of a sanctification without 

the need for God's grace, but only by human merits.�
�

The most effective method of combating pride is prayer. By 

kneeling before God, man recognizes his weakness and 

incapacity for all good, like a beggar on God's doorstep. This 

opens our hearts to the gift of charity, to true hope, which resides 

only in God, for He is the one who will enable us to love and 

sanctify our brothers and sisters. For the rest, man despairs of 

himself to wait only in divine providence.�

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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A highly recommended practice for the time of Lent is daily 

participation in Holy Mass, with Communion well done, and 

attendance at Confession. In this dynamic, our soul identifies 

itself more quickly with the will of the Divine Master, who 

touches our body and soul through the sacraments. With this 

strength, we become more resistant to temptations, the lusts of the 

flesh and eyes and the pride of life.�

�

We cannot forget that the time of Lent is also the time of Our 

Lady, the woman of the Apocalypse who withdrew to the desert 

in order to defeat the dragon, the evil serpent that wanted to 

devour her Son. Let us therefore ask for the help of the Divine 

Mother and let us live these forty days in expectation of new 

heavens and a new earth, on the day of resurrection.�

God bless you!�

� � � � � Father Mateus�

�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

During Lent the K of C will be running a small food drive to 

support the OLI Food Pantry.��Forty boxes in forty days will be 

our goal. Listed below are the foods that the pantry is constantly 

in need of and would be greatly appreciated.��If you are able, 

please bring your food items to any church in the cluster during 

Lent and place them in the boxes on the altar.��Thank you for your 

anticipated support.�

(Needed food items)�
�

Jelly � (grape or strawberry is preferred) �

Spam ~ Corned Beef Hash ~ Vegetable Oil�

Knorr sides � (chicken noodles or  rice, alfredo, parmesan etc.)�

Ramen 12pk cases�~ Bag Muffin Mixes�~Bag Cookie Mixes�

��

THE BELLS OF OUR LADY�

Dear parishioners of Our Lady, �

After my appeal regarding the bell system of Our Lady Parish, 

few parishioners have contacted me willing to participate and 

donate towards this project. I would like to thank all of those that 

expressed their support and to all those that have expressed that 

they would love to see the bells ringing again. I know that not 

everyone will be able to make a donation at this time. And even 

though�  there’s never a donation too small, I know that they 

would if they could. So thank you for your support. �

As I explained before, we actually have two projects. One is to fix 

the carillon system which is the electrical bells operated through a 

set of speakers installed in the tower. This system can provide an 

extensive list of bell peals for all the occasions including the hour 

strikes. The other project is the automation of the 2300lb bell that 

we have in the tower. This bell will provide the basic bell peals 

such as the mass calling, funeral toll, angelus and hour strikes.�

If we are to fix the carillon and automate the bell (option A), the 

cost of such a project will come to $21,560. However we do have 

the option of only automating the bell (option B), which will 

come to $11,880. Our ultimate goal is to raise enough funds to 

tackle both systems.�

It would be wonderful to have the bells ready for Easter. Taking 

into account that we don’t have a lot of time and that it’s a very 

demanding project, we would like you to make your donation no 

later than March 9. You can make a check out to Our Lady 

Immaculate specifying BELLS OF OUR LADY. At that time we 

will be able to see how much we have collected and then we will 

be able to determine if we will do projects A and B or B only.�

All we do is for the greater glory of our Lord. I appreciate your 

interest and love for our Parish. I believe that the bells will bring 

countless blessings and spiritual benefits to our community. You 

are always in my thoughts and prayers. God bless you.�

� � � � � Father Mateus�

�

***Funds raised to date:  $8,100.00�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

2�27�22 Sunday: $1,553.00; Building: $256.00; Fuel: $160.00;  

SOFB: $50.00. �

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $53,245.71 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

 Free Will: $40.00; St. Peter: $5.00; St. Francis: $5.00.�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

2�27�22 Sunday: $415.00; Reno: $20.00; Fuel: $30.00. �

�

ST. PETER’S �

COLLECTION�

2�27�22 Sunday: $297.00; Latin America: $5.00.�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�
�

DEANERY PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH�
�

Join us again for a Pilgrimage of Faith during Lent.  �

Confessions at 6:30pm with service beginning at 7:00pm.�
�

March 9 � Holy Cross East Templeton�

March 16
th

 � St. Denis Ashburnham�

March 23
rd

 � Our Lady Immaculate Athol�

March 30
th

 � St. Edward’s Westminster�

April 6
th

 � Immaculate Heart of Mary Winchendon�

April 24
th

 � Holy Rosary Gardner�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Do you know anyone who is sick and in need of prayers? Please 

call the office and their names will be listed in the bulletin every 

week so our parishioners can include them in their personal 

prayers. God bless you!�

�

PRAYER LIST�

Unborn baby boy twins ~ Mathew 

Doherty  ~ Kevin Doherty ~ Darla Brault�

Ann Marie Doherty ~ Vernon Goupil  �

Arline Duguay~ Terezinha Souza �

Marcella Catalano ~ Joe Labrie �

Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos�

                                              Dennis Killay�

�
�

WORD OF LIFE�

“The Gospel of Life is “meant to be a precise and vigorous 

reaffirmation of the value of human life and its inviolability, and 

at the same time a pressing appeal addressed to each and every 

person, in the name of od: respect, protect, love and serve life, 

every human life! Only  in this direction will you find justice, 

development, true freedom, peace and happiness!”  ~ The Gospel 

of Life 5�
�

�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open �

daily from 8am�4pm during the winter months.  Thank you.�

�

***In the event of inclement weather, churches may not be 

open.  Please contact Jane at OLI, or Marie at St. Francis if 

you are in doubt.  Thank you�
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Saturday, March 5th  �

� 9:00 AM� OLI:  +Louis & Florence Barcomb�

� � Vigil:  1st Sunday of Lent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Wilfred J. & Winifred C. Bolduc �

� � By the Family�

�

Sunday, March 6th  1st Sunday of Lent�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  All Parishioners�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter: +Anthony & Margaret Belsito�

� � By Ray & Chris Belsito�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Family of Alfred & Diane Frenette 

by Diane Newton�

�

Monday, March 7th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Bob Murphy by his Wife�

� �

Tuesday, March 8th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Blanchard Family by the Family�

�

Wednesday, March 9th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Marcial, Emerenciana & Joseph 

Yandoc by the Family�

� � � �

Thursday, March 10th �

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  All Parishioners�

� �

Friday, March 11th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  All Parishioners�

�

Saturday, March 12th Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Edward & Judith Horrigan�

� �  by the Family�

� � James Cetto by Jean Merill�

�

Sunday, March 13th  2nd Sunday of Lent�

�  8:00 AM� St. Francis: All Parishioners�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: +Edward & Gladys Kalinowski�

� � By Ray & Chris Belsito�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +Jimmy Winters�

� � By Mark & Cindy Winters�

� � Mary Jo Beek by Diane Newton�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 810�

Readings for the week of March 6, 2022�

Sunday:  Dt 26:4�10/Ps 91:1�2, 10�11, 12�13, 14�15 [cf. 15b]/

Rom 10:8�13/Lk 4:1�13 �

Monday:  Lv 19:1�2, 11�18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 25:31�46�

Tuesday:  Is 55:10�11/Ps 34:4�5, 6�7, 16�17, 18�19/Mt 6:7�15�

Wednesday:  Jon 3:1�10/Ps 51:3�4, 12�13, 18�19/Lk 11:29�32�

Thursday: Est C:12, 14�16, 23�25/Ps 138:1�2ab, 2cde�3, 7c�8/Mt 

7:7�12 �

Friday:�  Ez 18:21�28/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�7a, 7bc�8/Mt 5:20�26 �

Saturday:  Dt 26:16�19/Ps 119:1�2, 4�5, 7�8/Mt 5:43�48 �

Next Sunday:  Gn 15:5�12, 17�18/Ps 27:1, 7�8, 8�9, 13�14/Phil 

3:17�4:1 or 3:20�4:1/Lk 9:28b�36�



M���� 6, 2022�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�
�

SATURDAY 5th�

� 9:00 AM� First Saturday Devotion at OLI Chapel�

� 4:00 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 6th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

MONDAY 7th� �

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

TUESDAY 8th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 9th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� �

THURSDAY 10th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady followed by �

� � Exposition and Benediction at 12Noon�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter Church�

�

FRIDAY 11th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady followed by �

� � Stations of the Cross at 8:30AM�

� 5:00 PM� Simple Supper at St. Francis�

� 6:00 PM� Stations of the Cross at St. Francis�

�

SATURDAY 12th�

� 11:30 AM� Confirmation Retreat @ Holy Rosary�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 13th�

�   8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

�   9:00 AM� CCD Grades K�5�

   �   9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

         11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

           6:00 PM� CCD Grades 6�9�

�

�

�

�

�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA
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978-249-9550

John Colby (C) 978-249-5871
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Medicare pays for Covid-19  
tests ordered by your doctor. 

If you have received a bill for a  
physician-ordered Covid-19 test,  
contact the MA SMP Program at 

800-892-0890
www.masmp.org
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• Your Trusted Name for 90 Years
• Headstones,

Grass Markers and Lettering
• Gravestone cleaning & maintenance

• Open 6 Days A Week
• Price and Service You Can Trust 


