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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�
�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 9:00am�
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�
�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�
�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
�

Pray the Rosary�

13th of the Month at 6pm OLI Chapel�

(3pm is 13th falls on a Tuesday)�
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Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�
�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�
�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�
�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�
�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�
�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�
�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�
�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�
�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�
�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�
�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MATEUS�
�

Dear brothers and sisters,�

On this 2nd Sunday of Lent, the Church proposes for our 

meditation the passage of the Transfiguration of Jesus. Jesus' 

disciples are taken "to a place apart on a high mountain" to 

meet God through prayer.�

Saint Theresa of Jesus says:�

"That prayer is nothing other than dealing with friendship, 

often dealing alone with the one we know loves us".�

So prayer is about friendship with God. And this friendship 

springs from the trinitarian relationship, from the friendship 

that the Father has for the Son, expressed in the words: "This 

is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." So that we 

too may enter into this friendship and be transfigured, so to 

speak, together with Jesus, we must heed the Father's call, 

who says: "Listen to him!". From prayer, then, springs an 

effective act of love for God: we are determined to transform 

our will into God's will, as Jesus himself indicates in another 

passage: "You are my friends if you do what I command you".�

But Jesus also wants our love for God to unfold into love for 

our neighbor: "Greater love has no one than to lay down his 

life for his friends". Jesus takes us to the mountain, but not for 

us to stay there, isolated in tents, as Saint Peter suggested; but, 

on the contrary, so that, going down the mountain, we may lay 

down our lives for Him and for others. So prayer, which is 

friendship with God, blossoms concretely in the Lenten 

practice of charity.�

Still on prayer, Saint Teresa gives us some precious 

indications:�

"[The beginner] can do a lot to determine to serve God and 

awaken love. One can imagine that they are before Christ and 

get used to falling in love with His sacred Humanity, having 

Him always with them, talking with Him, asking Him for help 

in their needs, complaining of their sufferings, rejoicing with 

Him in their joys and never forgetting Him for any reason, and 

without looking for ready�made prayers, preferring words that 

express their wants and needs. This is an excellent way to 

progress, and quickly. And whoever works to have this 

precious company with Him, making the most of it and 

acquiring a true love for this Lord to whom we owe so much, 

will have great benefit. Let us thank the Lord, who allows us 

to be willing to please Him, though our works are feeble. This 

way of bringing Christ with us is useful in all states, being a 

most secure way to take advantage of the first and soon to 

reach the second degree of prayer, as well as, in the last 

degrees, to be free from the dangers that the devil can pose. 

Whoever wants to pass from here and lift the spirit to feel 

tastes, which are not given to them, loses, in my view, 

everything." [4]�

Prayer does not consist in "feeling tastes", but in determining 

oneself in love. That, in this Lent, we remember to cultivate 

true prayer, "which is nothing else (...) but to be friends (...) 

with those who we know love us".�

God bless you.�

� � � � � Fr. Mateus�

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“We are facing an enormous and dramatic clash between good 

and evil, death and life, the ‘culture of death’ and the ‘culture of 

life’.  We find ourselves not only ‘faced with’ but necessarily ‘in 

the midst of’ this conflict: we are all involved and we all share in 

it, with the inescapable responsibility of choosing to be 

unconditionally Pro�life” (The Gospel of Life 28).�

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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THE BELLS OF OUR LADY�

Bells will be ringing the glad glad news!�
�

We made it everyone! Praise God! From the bottom of my 

heart, I would like to thank the amazing effort of our 

parishioners who were able to raise $11,955.00 in such a short 

period of time! Our bell will be ringing and echoing in the 

town of Athol once again. With the amount we were able to 

raise, we will be automating the actual bell in the tower of Our 

Lady. Thank you so much everyone! Even though we won’t 

have it ready for Easter, because of some delays that contract 

signing might take, we hope to have the bells ready in 120 

days. I just can’t wait. Of course, we will have to celebrate 

with a special mass and blessings. I will be giving all the 

updates as we move along. God bless you all!�

� � � � �         Fr. Mateus�

�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank all our 

parishioners that have donated needed food items to our “Forty 

Days Forty Boxes” food drive.��To date, we have collected 

about eight boxes of food.��If you are planning to shop for our 

food drive, please remember to shop for items on the list 

below, which have been requested by the OLI Food 

Pantry.��Please look for the collection boxes in all three 

churches in our Cluster.��Thank you for your anticipated 

support.�

(Needed food items)�

�

Jelly � (grape or strawberry is preferred) �

Spam ~ Corned Beef Hash ~ Vegetable Oil�

Knorr sides � (chicken noodles or  rice, alfredo, parmesan etc.)�

Ramen 12pk cases�~ Bag Muffin Mixes�~Bag Cookie Mixes�

�

P.S.��If you take a picture of the list with your phone, you will 

always have it when you are out shopping.���

�

DEANERY PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH�
�

Join us again for a Pilgrimage of Faith during Lent.  �

Confessions at 6:30pm with service beginning at 7:00pm.�
�

March 9 � Holy Cross East Templeton�

March 16
th

 � St. Denis Ashburnham�

March 23
rd

 � Our Lady Immaculate Athol�

March 30
th

 � St. Edward’s Westminster�

April 6
th

 � Immaculate Heart of Mary Winchendon�

April 24
th

 � Holy Rosary Gardner�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open daily 

from 8am�4pm during the winter months.   In the event of 

inclement weather, churches may be closed.  Please contact Jane 

at OLI, or Marie at St. Francis if you are in doubt.  Thank you.�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

3�6�22 Sunday: $2,497.00.00; Building: $411.00; Fuel: $52.00; 

Candle: $4.00; Flowers: $22.00; Window: $593.65; Catholic 

Relief: $5.00; Latin America $2.00; SOFB: $143.30; Ash 

Wednesday Collection for Retired Priests: $345.36. �

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $53,839.36 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

 Free Will: $33.30; St. Peter: $10.00; Individual: $100.00.�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

3�6�22 Sunday: $830.00; Reno: $45.00; Fuel: $60.00; Ash 

Wednesday Collection for Retired Priests: $202.45. �

�

KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA�

The K of L will meet on Sunday, March 13th at 1:00 pm in the St. 

Francis Church Hall.  All members are invited to attend.�

�

�

ST. PETER’S �

COLLECTION�

3�6�22 Sunday: $889.00; Building: $240.00; Fuel: $35.00. �

�

�

PARTNERS IN CHARITY �

Partners in Charity 2022…. Our agencies and ministries are faces 

of hope to so many people during this pandemic. Your pledge or 

one time gift is a tangible way to be a ‘face of Christ’� to the 

world through your support of the agencies and ministries which 

rely on this appeal for the funding each year. ��And you, in turn, 

share in the joy of bringing hope into the lives of those we 

serve.�Text giving is hands down�the easiest and most secure�way 

to give. If you know how to send a text message, you can make a 

gift to�Partners in Charity�in seconds on your phone. Text donate 

to 84576. In addition to giving you can view the 2022 appeal 

video.� You can also make your gift online at partners�

charity.net.� Gift envelopes are available in the church 

entrance. ��Thank you for your continued support! We couldn’t do 

it without you! �
�

Our Lady Immaculate: ~ Goal: $23,800  To Date: $6,615�

St. Francis of Assisi: ~ Goal: $5,300 To Date: $250�

St. Peter Church: ~ Goal: $6,000 To Date: $600�

�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Do you know anyone who is sick and in need of prayers? Please 

call the office and their names will be listed in the bulletin every 

week so our parishioners can include them in their personal 

prayers. God bless you!�

�

PRAYER LIST�

  Kevin Doherty ~ Darla Brault�

Ann Marie Doherty ~ Vernon Goupil  �

Arline Duguay~ Terezinha Souza �

Marcella Catalano ~ Joe Labrie �

Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos �

Dennis Killay ~ Rita Simulis ~ Mark Brault 

Evelyn & Thomas Superchi�
�

�

�

�

Please remember Beatrice Stockwell, Nancy Harris and 

Francis Donelan who passed away recently, as well as their 

families.  Always remember the power of prayer in helping 

others.�
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Saturday, March 12th Vigil: 2nd Sunday of Lent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Edward & Judith Horrigan�

� �  by the Family�

� � +James Cetto by Jean Merell�

�

Sunday, March 13th  2nd Sunday of Lent�

�  8:00 AM� St. Francis: +Raymond J. McHugh 45th 

Ann. and  +Robin Hodges 1st Ann.�

� � By Jacqueline Doherty�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: +Edward & Gladys Kalinowski�

� � By Ray & Chris Belsito�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +Jimmy Winters�

� � By Mark & Cindy Winters�

� � +Mary Jo Beek by Diane Newton�

�

Monday, March 14th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Marcial, Emerenciana & Joseph 

Yandoc by the Family�

� �

Tuesday, March 15th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Blanchard Family by the Family�

�

Wednesday, March 16th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Louis Maga by his daughter Mary�

� �            +Joseph Superchi by his Family�

� � � �

Thursday, March 17th �

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Kenneth Mousseau �

� � by Bob & Kathy Lemoine�

� �

Friday, March 18th�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  All Parishioners�

�

Saturday, March 19th  Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Lent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Michael Killay �

� � By Dick & Margaret White�

� � +Helen Hensley by the Family�

�

Sunday, March 20th  3rd Sunday of Lent�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  +John Krustapentus �

� � By daughter Emilie Krustapentus�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter: All Parishioners�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Fred Richards by his Family�

�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 813�

Readings for the week of March 13, 2022�

Sunday:  Gn 15:5�12, 17�18/Ps 27:1, 7�8, 8�9, 13�14/Phil 3:17�

4:1 or 3:20�4:1/Lk 9:28b�36 �

Monday:  Dn 9:4b�10/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13/Lk 6:36�38 �

Tuesday:  Is 1:10, 16�20/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21 and 23/Mt 23:1�12 �

Wednesday:  Jer 18:18�20/Ps 31:5�6, 14, 15�16/Mt 20:17�28 �

Thursday:  Jer 17:5�10/Ps 1:1�2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 16:19�31 �

Friday:�   Gn 37:3�4, 12�13a, 17b�28a/Ps 105:16�17, 18�19, 20�

21/Mt 21:33�43, 45�46 �

Saturday:  2 Sm 7:4�5a, 12�14a, 16/Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 27 and 29/

Rom 4:13, 16�18, 22/Mt 1:16, 18�21, 24a or Lk 2:41�51a �

Next Sunday:  Ex 3:1�8a, 13�15/Ps 103:1�2, 3�4, 6�7, 8, 11 [8a]/1 

Cor 10:1�6, 10�12/Lk 13:1�9�



M���� 13, 2022�

�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�
�

SATURDAY 12th�

� 11:30 AM� Confirmation Retreat @ Holy Rosary�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 13th�

�   8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

�   9:00 AM� CCD Grades K�5�

   �   9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

         11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

           6:00 PM� CCD Grades 6�9�

�

MONDAY 14th� �

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

TUESDAY 15th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 16th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� �

THURSDAY 17th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady followed by �

� � Exposition and Benediction at 12Noon�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter Church�

�

FRIDAY 18th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady followed by �

� � Stations of the Cross at 8:30AM�

� 5:00 PM� Simple Supper at St. Francis�

� 6:00 PM� Stations of the Cross at St. Francis�

�

SATURDAY 19th�

� 4:00 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 20th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

�

�

�

�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA

Stan’s Liquor Mart

Beer • Wine & Spirit
1586 S Main Street, Athol, MA

978-249-9550

John Colby (C) 978-249-5871

19 Old Barre Rd., Queen Lake, Phillipston, MA 01331
Email: colbyrealty2@gmail.com
www.JohnColby.com

Contact Victoria Russo 
to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6283

Medicare pays for Covid-19  
tests ordered by your doctor. 

If you have received a bill for a  
physician-ordered Covid-19 test,  
contact the MA SMP Program at 

800-892-0890
www.masmp.org

Funded by ACL Grant No.  
90MPPG0051

• Your Trusted Name for 90 Years
• Headstones,

Grass Markers and Lettering
• Gravestone cleaning & maintenance

• Open 6 Days A Week
• Price and Service You Can Trust 


