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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�
�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 9:00am�
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�
�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�
�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
�

Pray the Rosary�

13th of the Month at 6pm OLI Chapel�

(3pm is 13th falls on a Tuesday)�
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 ~ 

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�
�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�
�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�
�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�
�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�
�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�
�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�
�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�
�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�
�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�
�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MATEUS�
�

Dear brothers and sisters,�
�

Celebrating today the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, guardian of the 

Redeemer, is for all of us, a reason for special joy! As we 

celebrate not only the tender piety with which the Catholics of 

our land have always honored the figure of the one to whom the 

incarnate Son of God deigned call father, but above all the love 

and devotion to Our Lady, the Church seeks to also imprint in the 

hearts of her children the deepest feelings of love and trust 

towards the Mother of our divine Savior. Seen in the light of 

today's festivity, the love and devotion to Our Lady is also a 

reason to remember that, just as the Lord's parents were united by 

the indissoluble bond of a true marriage, in the same way, 

devotion to Saint Joseph is so closely linked to that of his Most 

Holy Spouse that it is quite impossible to have "a profound and 

authentic devotion to Mary without also feeling a very special 

veneration for her virginal husband".�
�

And this we can realize if, contemplating now that life hidden in 

Nazareth, we keep in mind that, after Christ, no other soul loved 

the Immaculate Virgin so much as the one chosen, by ineffable 

providence, to be the protector of her chastity and the most 

faithful witness of her untouchable virginity. This singular love 

of Saint Joseph for the Mother of God is, in turn, a light that 

allows us to glimpse even more clearly what the nature of the 

human family is. The most eminent charity of Saint Joseph, in 

fact, by which he made himself entirely of Mary, shows us that 

the family, beyond its biological basis, is nothing other than an 

alliance of love in which one, forgetful of himself, is willing to 

give everything for the good of the other. Thus, then, we see the 

Scriptures portray this holy Patriarch, who, without ever thinking 

about himself, dedicated himself to protecting his Spouse and the 

Divine Infant with supreme affection and daily concern, seeking 

with his own work everything that was necessary for the well�

being of both; he rescued from death the life of the Child Jesus, 

threatened by the envy of the wicked Herod, finding him a safe 

hiding place; Finally, Jesus and Mary remained constant 

companion and faithful support in the troubles of the trip to Egypt 

and in the hardships of exile.�
�

All these examples show us that Saint Joseph, of whom no word 

has reached us, was a man "without identity", because he was a 

man dedicated exclusively to others. He had no personal plans 

and projects; he thought not of his rest and ease; he cared little 

about the difficulties and hardships of a life of modest and 

lackluster work. Only one thing occupied his heart: Jesus and 

Mary, this double and so dear treasure � as a well�known prayer 

goes � that the Father had entrusted to him. May the model of 

self�forgetfulness and abnegation of the Most Holy Spouse of 

Our Lady encourage us, throughout this Lent, to ask God with 

incessant prayers for the grace of, with a heart renewed by grace, 

living totally for others, in whom the Son OF Man, by an arcane 

plan of his providence, makes himself present and expects to be 

loved. Finally, let us take advantage of this Season of Lent so 

that, growing every day in devotion to our Mother in Heaven and 

imitating the virtues of her virginal husband, we have no greater 

love than Jesus and Mary.�
�

� � � � � Fr. Mateus�

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“To celebrate the Gospel of life means to celebrate the God of 

life, the God who gives life...  In every child which is born and in 

every person who lives or dies we see the image of God’s glory.  

We celebrate this glory in every human being, a sign of the living 

God, an icon of Jesus Christ” (The Gospel of Life 84).�

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�



T���� S���	� �� L����

THE BELLS OF OUR LADY�

Bells will be ringing the glad glad news!�
�

We made it everyone! Praise God! From the bottom of my heart, I 

would like to thank the amazing effort of our parishioners who 

were able to raise $13,375.00 in such a short period of time! Our 

bell will be ringing and echoing in the town of Athol once again. 

With the amount we were able to raise, we will be automating the 

actual bell in the tower of Our Lady. Thank you so much 

everyone! Even though we won’t have it ready for Easter, 

because of some delays that contract signing might take, we hope 

to have the bells ready in 120 days. I just can’t wait. Of course, 

we will have to celebrate with a special mass and blessings. I will 

be giving all the updates as we move along. God bless you all!�

� � � � �         Fr. Mateus�

�

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS�

The K of C would like to thank all our parishioners that have 

donated needed food items to our “Forty Days Forty Boxes” food 

drive.��To date, we have collected about thirty boxes of food.��If 

you are planning to shop for our food drive, please remember to 

shop for items on the list below, which have been requested by 

the OLI Food Pantry.��Please look for the collection boxes in all 

three churches in our Cluster.��Thank you for your anticipated 

support.�

(Needed food items)�
�

Jelly � (grape or strawberry is preferred) �

Spam ~ Corned Beef Hash ~ Vegetable Oil�

Knorr sides � (chicken noodles or  rice, alfredo, parmesan etc.)�

Ramen 12pk cases�~ Bag Muffin Mixes�~Bag Cookie Mixes�
�

P.S.� � If you take a picture of the list with your phone, you will 

always have it when you are out shopping.���

�

DEANERY PILGRIMAGE OF FAITH�
�

Join us again for a Pilgrimage of Faith during Lent.  �

Confessions at 6:30pm with service beginning at 7:00pm.�
�

March 23
rd

 � Our Lady Immaculate Athol�

March 30
th

 � St. Edward’s Westminster�

April 6
th

 � Immaculate Heart of Mary Winchendon�

April 24
th

 � Holy Rosary Gardner�

�

ASSISTANCE FOR UKRAINE�

A Message from Bishop McManus�

Along with praying for peace in the Ukraine this Lent, I join with 

the bishops throughout the United States to ask you to consider 

making a donation in response to the humanitarian crisis which is 

unfolding in the Ukraine and in the surrounding countries of 

Eastern Europe which are providing a haven to Ukrainian 

refugees.  I recognize that there are many requests for financial 

assistance begin made at this time, including our response to the 

Partner in Charity campaign.  If you are willing to make a 

contribution in any amount, an online donation can be made at  

worcesterdiocese.org/ukraine�relief�collection and it will be 

forwarded through the USCCB to offer direct aid to the people in 

Ukraine.  Please accept my gratitude for responding to this 

terrible tragedy unfolding in the lives of our brothers and sisters 

in the Ukraine.�

�

ST. SCHOLASTICA PRIORY SHOP�

Our shop is now open for business.  Handmade items for sale by 

the Benedictine Nuns of St. Scholastica Priory.  Come visit us at 

271 North Main Street in Petersham or visit us at 

stscholasticaprioryshop.com for online ordering.�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

3�13�22 Sunday: $1,671.00; Building: $287.00; Fuel: $50.00; 

Flowers: $80.00; Catholic Relief: $17.00.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $53,839.36 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

 Not available at time of submission.�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

3�13�22 Sunday: $432.00; Monthly: $5.00; Reno: $10.00; Fuel: 

$75.00; Latin America: $18.00. �

�

KNIGHTS OF LITHUANIA�

The K of L will meet on Sunday April 3rd at 1:00pm in the St. 

Francis Church Hall.  All members are invited to attend.�

�

SAVE THE DATE�

Lithuanian Breakfast�May 22 at St. Francis.  More info to come!�

�

ST. PETER’S �

COLLECTION�

3�13�22 Sunday: $563.00; Latin America: $25.00. �

�

�

PARTNERS IN CHARITY �

Partners in Charity 2022…. Our agencies and ministries are faces 

of hope to so many people during this pandemic. Your pledge or 

one time gift is a tangible way to be a ‘face of Christ’� to the 

world through your support of the agencies and ministries which 

rely on this appeal for the funding each year. ��And you, in turn, 

share in the joy of bringing hope into the lives of those we 

serve.� You can also make your gift online at partners�

charity.net.� Gift envelopes are available in the church 

entrance. ��Thank you for your continued support! We couldn’t do 

it without you! �
�

Our Lady Immaculate: ~ Goal: $23,800  To Date: $6,615�

St. Francis of Assisi: ~ Goal: $5,300 To Date: $250�

St. Peter Church: ~ Goal: $6,000 To Date: $600�

�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Do you know anyone who is sick and in need of prayers? Please 

call the office and their names will be listed in the bulletin every 

week so our parishioners can include them in their personal 

prayers. God bless you!�

�

PRAYER LIST�

  �

�

Kevin Doherty ~ Darla Brault�

Ann Marie Doherty ~ Vernon Goupil  �

Arline Duguay~ Terezinha Souza �

Marcella Catalano ~ Joe Labrie �

Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos �

Rita Simulis ~ Mark Brault �

Evelyn & Thomas Superchi�
�

�

�

�



M���� 20, 2022�

Saturday, March 19th  Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Lent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Michael Killay �

� � By Dick & Margaret White�

� � +Helen Hensley by the Family�

�

Sunday, March 20th  3rd Sunday of Lent�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  +John Krustapentus �

� � By daughter Emilie Krustapentus�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter: +Dennis Killay �

� � by his family and friends�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Fred Richards by his Family�

�

Monday, March 21st�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Marcial, Emerenciana & Joseph 

Yandoc by the Family�

� �

Tuesday, March 22nd�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Blanchard Family by the Family�

�

Wednesday, March 23rd�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Thomas Gagliardi by Anna Beane�

� � and Joseph Gagliardi�

� � � �

Thursday, March 24th �

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Living & Deceased members of the 

Lemoine Family by Bob & Kathy Lemoine�

� �

Friday, March 25th  ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  All Parishioners�

�

Saturday, March 26th Vigil: 4th Sunday of Lent�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Mary Jo Beek and +Jane Lemoine�

� � By the Lemoine Family�

�

Sunday, March 27th  4th Sunday of Lent�

�  8:00 AM� St. Francis: +Kay Kaczmarczyk�

� � By the Lemoine Family�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: All Parishioners�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +Lisa Patient 1st Anniversary�

� � By her Family�

�

�

�

�

�

Hymnal Readings: 816�

Readings for the week of March 20, 2022�

Sunday:  Ex 3:1�8a, 13�15/Ps 103:1�2, 3�4, 6�7, 8, 11 [8a]/1 Cor 

10:1�6, 10�12/Lk 13:1�9 �

Monday:  2 Kgs 5:1�15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4/Lk 4:24�30 �

Tuesday:  Dn 3:25, 34�43/Ps 25: 4�5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8�9/Mt 18:21�35 �

Wednesday:  Dt 4:1, 5�9/Ps 147:12�13, 15�16, 19�20/Mt 5:17�19 �

Thursday:  Jer 7:23�28/Ps 95:1�2, 6�7, 8�9/Lk 11:14�23 �

Friday:�   Is 7:10�14; 8:10/Ps 40:7�8a, 8b�9, 10, 11/Heb 10:4�10/

Lk 1:26�38 �

Saturday:  Hos 6:1�6/Ps 51:3�4, 18�19, 20�21ab/Lk 18:9�14 �

Next Sunday:  Jos 5:9a, 10�12/Ps 34:2�3, 4�5, 6�7 [9a]/2 Cor 5:17�

21/Lk 15:1�3, 11�32�

Please remember Dennis Killay who passed away recently, 

as well as his  family.  Always remember the power of 

prayer in helping others.�



M���� 20, 2022�

�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�
�

SATURDAY 19th�

� 4:00 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 20th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

MONDAY 21st� �

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

TUESDAY 22nd�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 23rd�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� �

THURSDAY 24th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady followed by �

� � Exposition and Benediction at 12Noon�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter Church�

�

FRIDAY 25th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady followed by �

� � Stations of the Cross at 8:30AM�

� 5:00 PM� Simple Supper at St. Francis�

� 6:00 PM� Stations of the Cross at St. Francis�

�

SATURDAY 26th�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 27th�

�   8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

�   9:00 AM� CCD Grades K�5�

   �   9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

         11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

           6:00 PM� CCD Grades 6�9�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open 

daily from 8am�4pm during the winter months.   In the 

event of inclement weather, churches may be closed.  

Please contact Jane at OLI, or Marie at St. Francis if you 

are in doubt.  Thank you.�

�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA

Stan’s Liquor Mart

Beer • Wine & Spirit
1586 S Main Street, Athol, MA

978-249-9550

John Colby (C) 978-249-5871

19 Old Barre Rd., Queen Lake, Phillipston, MA 01331
Email: colbyrealty2@gmail.com
www.JohnColby.com

Contact Victoria Russo 
to place an ad today! 
vrusso@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6283

Medicare pays for Covid-19  
tests ordered by your doctor. 

If you have received a bill for a  
physician-ordered Covid-19 test,  
contact the MA SMP Program at 

800-892-0890
www.masmp.org

Funded by ACL Grant No.  
90MPPG0051

• Your Trusted Name for 90 Years
• Headstones,

Grass Markers and Lettering
• Gravestone cleaning & maintenance

• Open 6 Days A Week
• Price and Service You Can Trust 


