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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�
�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ 8am M, T, W�

First Saturday ~ 9:00am�
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�
�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�
�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
�

Pray the Rosary�

13th of the Month at 6pm OLI Chapel�

(3pm is 13th falls on a Tuesday)�
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Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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�

Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�
�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�
�

�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�
�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�
�

�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�
�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�
�

�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�
�

�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�
�

�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7304.�
�

�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�
�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER MATEUS�
�

Dear brothers and sisters,�

The Solemnity of Corpus Christi, which Catholics celebrate every 

year on the first Thursday after the Octave of Pentecost, has not 

existed in the Church since forever. The landmark of its institution is 

the bull Transiturus de hoc mundo, by Pope Urban IV, published on 

August 11, 1264, which can be read with great interest on the 

Vatican website.�

More remarkable than this decree of the Pope, however, is its 

spiritual background. Literature usually points to two main events 

that culminated in the institution of the Solemnity of the Most Holy 

Body and Blood of Christ: a vision of Saint Juliana de Liège, a 

Belgian Augustinian religious, and a Eucharistic miracle that took 

place in the city of Bolsena, Italy.�

The links are not the result of historical speculation. The Pope who 

instituted Corpus Christi knew both events personally. Hence the 

importance of reviewing them, in order to understand the meaning of 

the feast we are now celebrating and, at the same time, to reap 

abundant spiritual fruits.�

First, Santa Juliana. What did this mystic see to give rise to the 

institution of a liturgical feast for the universal Church? Pope 

Benedict XVI, in a catechesis on this saint, explains:�

At the age of 16 years [around 1209, therefore, she] had a first 

vision, which was later repeated several times in her Eucharistic 

adorations. The vision presented the moon in its fullest splendor, 

with a dark band running through it diametrically. The Lord led her 

to understand the meaning of what had appeared to her. The moon 

symbolized the life of the Church on earth, the opaque line 

represented, on the contrary, the absence of a liturgical feast, for 

whose institution Juliana was asked to work effectively: that is, a 

feast in which the faithful could adore the Eucharist to increase faith, 

prosper in the practice of virtues and repair offenses to the Blessed 

Sacrament.�

For the good cause of the feast of Corpus Christi he was won over, 

Tiago Pantaleão de Troyes, who had met the saint during his 

ministry as archdeacon in Liège. It was precisely he who, having 

become Pope under the name of Urban IV, in 1264, instituted the 

Solemnity of Corpus Christi as a feast of obligation for the universal 

Church.�

The so�called “Miracle of Bolsena�Orvieto”, in turn, was performed 

by God with a very particular meaning: to strengthen the vacillating 

faith of a priest.�

In 1263 � a year before, therefore, the institution of Corpus Christi 

� a German priest, named Peter of Prague, stopped in the city of 

Bolsena after a pilgrimage to the Eternal City. The chronicle often 

describes him as a pious priest, but that he had difficulty believing 

that Christ was actually present in the consecrated Host. Here's what 

happened to him:�

While he was celebrating Holy Mass over the tomb of Santa Cristina, 

he had barely uttered the words of consecration when blood began to 

flow from the consecrated Host, dripping on his hands and 

descending on the altar and the corporal. The priest was immediately 

perplexed. At first he tried to hide the blood, but then he interrupted 

the Mass and asked to be taken to the nearby town of Orvieto, where 

Pope Urban IV was then residing.�

The Pope heard the priest's report and absolved him. He then sent 

emissaries for an immediate investigation. When all the facts were 

confirmed, he ordered the bishop of the diocese to bring to Orvieto 

the Host and the linen cloth containing the bloodstains. Along with 

archbishops, cardinals and other Church dignitaries, the Pope held a 

procession and, with great pomp, introduced the relics into the 

cathedral. The linen corporal bearing the bloodstains is still 

reverently preserved and displayed in the Cathedral of Orvieto.�

As is known, after that, the Pope asked none other than Saint 

Thomas Aquinas to compose the liturgical texts referring to Corpus 

Christi, from whose pen were born the most beautiful hymns ever 

written to the Blessed Sacrament, and which we all sing today.�

But what does all this have to do with us?�

First of all, let us remember the three purposes for which Jesus asked �

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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Saint Juliana for this feast: “to increase faith, to prosper in the 

practice of virtues and to repair offenses to the Blessed Sacrament”. 

All very up to date. For the Catholic faith in the sacrament of the 

Eucharist seems to be increasingly lost. As a consequence of this, 

desecrations and sacrileges multiply. What should then be food to 

strengthen souls becomes the cause of their own condemnation, to 

use the words of St. Paul (cf. 1Cor 11:29); and people, instead of 

improving, of growing in virtues, only go from bad to worse.�

For all these reasons, Corpus Christi is a day of reparation. 

Reparation for the general lack of faith in which our Catholics find 

themselves, participating in Mass in any way and receiving 

Communion as if it were any piece of bread. Reparation because, 

despite so many Eucharistic miracles, such as that of Bolsena, in 

which God seems to cry out to our ears to the truth of his real 

presence in the Eucharist, we, the ungrateful, insist on not believing, 

not adoring, not hoping and not loving him. Reparation because, to a 

God who ardently desires to unite himself with us, our response is so 

often laxity, coldness, indifference.�

Let us therefore notice the Eucharistic Heart of Our Lord, but with a 

joyful and grateful heart on our part, because it is He himself who 

makes this grace possible for us. It was Jesus Christ himself who 

asked the Church, almost a millennium ago, to institute the solemnity 

that we celebrate today, the liturgical feast that was missing from the 

“life of the Church on earth”.�

And let's not be surprised that it took so long � 1200 years! � so 

that the Catholic faithful could begin to celebrate it. With each new 

generation of Christians, God brings new things to his Church. In the 

same way, at every Holy Mass we participate in, He wants to do new 

things in our soul. Let's always be on the lookout!�

God Bless,� � � � � Fr. Mateus�

�

PARTNERS IN CHARITY 2022�

Our agencies and ministries are faces of hope to so many people 

during this pandemic. Your pledge or one time gift is a tangible 

way to be a ‘face of Christ’�to the world through your support of 

the agencies and ministries which rely on this appeal for the 

funding each year. ��Thank you for your continued support! �
�

Our Lady Immaculate: ~ Goal: $23,800  To Date: $22,444�

St. Francis of Assisi: ~ Goal: $5,300 To Date: $2,410�

St. Peter Church: ~ Goal: $6,000 To Date: $4,020�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Please call the office and give the names of those who are in need 

of prayers ~ they will be listed in the bulletin so they can be 

added to personal prayers. God bless you!�

�

                                       PRAYER LIST�

  �

Kevin Doherty ~ Ann Marie Doherty�

Vernon Goupil  ~ Arline Duguay�

Marcella Catalano ~ Joe Labrie �

Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos �

Fred Hutchinson ~ Janet Mousseau�

Jane Bellar ~ Raymond Dufort�

Greyson LeBlanc ~ Amalia Soutiere�

�
�

�

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“In modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs are those 

approaching the end of their lives are certainly among the “least 

of these” in our world’s estimation.  Practices such as abortion 

and assisted suicide tragically reject the truth that human life is 

always to be cherished and defended with loving concern.  

Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe, may Our 

Lord grant us the grace to truly and courageously live his Gospel 

of life.”  ~USCCB Secretariat of Pro Life Activities, “Live the 

Gospel of Life�

OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

6�12�22  Sunday:  $1,865.00; Building: $386.75; Memorial: 

$225.00; SOFB: $10.00; Catholic Communication: $10.00.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in 

the church.  To date $55,789.88 has been collected; repairs to 

date: $16,944.00.  �

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

6�12�22�St. Peter: $10.00.�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

6�12�22  Sunday: $818.00; Monthly: $60.00; Reno: $20.00; Fuel: 

$55.00; Holy Day: $20.00.�

�

ST. PETER’S �

COLLECTION�

6�12�22  Sunday: $545.00; Building: $200.00.�
�

�

�

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S CONFERENCE�

Register Now ~ All women are invited to this exciting 

Conference,� “Embrace the Cross”,� to be held at� St. Joseph 

School in Webster, MA�on Saturday,�October 1st. Hear dynamic 

talks from outstanding Catholic leaders ~ Sonja Corbitt, Laura 

Mary Phelps, Constance T. Hull, and Bryan 

Mercier. � Diocesan and religious priests will hear 

confessions�and there will be many interesting exhibitors. Bishop 

McManus� will� celebrate� Mass. For more 

information� and� to� register, visit our website 

at�  www.wcwconference.com�or call Corinn Dahm at 508�277�

3969.�  Seating is limited, register today!�
�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�
�

CELEBRATE�

The Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary�
�

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus � Holy Mass on Friday June 

24th at 9am at OLI� with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

after Mass and benediction at noon.�
�

Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary � Holy Mass Saturday 

June 25th at 9 am at OLI� with exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament after Mass and benediction at noon. �
�

�

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~�

�

CHURCH OPEN HOURS�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open 

daily from 8am�4pm.  If  visiting St. Francis please use the 

ramp side door.  Thank you.�

Please remember Rosemary Saylor who passed away 

recently, as well as her family.  Always remember the power 

of prayer in helping others.�
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Saturday, June 18th  Vigil:  THE MOST HOLY BODY AND 

BLOOD OF CHRIST�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Barbara & Maurice Belletete �

� � by the Family�

� � +Dennis Killay by Janet Mousseau�

�

Sunday, June 19th    THE MOST HOLY BODY AND 

BLOOD OF CHRIST�

�  8:00 AM� St. Francis: All Father’s Living and Deceased�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter: All Father’s Living and Deceased� �

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  All Father’s Living and Deceased�

�

Monday, June 20th  �

� 8:00 AM� OLI: Health & Blessings for Andria 

Trombley by Bob & Kathy Lemoine�

� � +William Noel by his son Tim Noel�

� �

Tuesday, June 21st  St. Aloysius Gonzaga�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Mary LeBlanc by Joe & Ruth Labrie�

� � +Fr. Richard Jakubauskas by Diane Newton�

�

Wednesday, June 22nd�

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Marcial, Emerenciana & Joseph 

Yandoc by the Family�

� � +Barbara & Maurice Belletete �

� � by Bob & Mary Carey�

�

Friday, June 24th  THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS�

� 9:00 AM� OLI: All Parishioners�

�

Saturday, June 25th  The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin �

� �     Mary�

� 9:00 AM� OLI:  All Parishioners�

� � Vigil:  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  +Blanchard Family �

� � by Clarence and Janet Blanchard�

� � +Mary Jo Beek by Cheryl King�

�

Sunday, June 26th   13th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis:  +Dennis Killay by Marie Shatos�

� � +Rosemary Saylor by her Family�

�   9:30 AM� St. Peter: All Parishioners�

� 11:00 AM� OLI: +Mary LeBlanc by Jean Merrell�

� � +Eileen Hachey Romanowicz by Mary Colo�

Hymnal Readings: 852�

 Readings for the week of June 19, 2022�

Sunday:  Gn 14:18�20/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/1 Cor 11:23�26/Lk 9:11b

�17 �

Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5�8, 13�15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4�5, 12�13/Mt 7:1�5 �

Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b�11, 14�21, 31�35a, 36/Ps 48:2�3ab, 3cd�4, 10�

11/Mt 7:6, 12�14 �

Wednesday:  2 Kgs 22:8�13; 23:1�3/Ps 119:33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 40/Mt 

7:15�20 �

Thursday:  Vigil: Jer 1:4�10/Ps 71:1�2, 3�4a, 5�6ab, 15ab and 17/1 Pt 

1:8�12/Lk 1:5�17 Day: Is 49:1�6/Ps 139:1b�3, 13�14ab, 14c�15/Acts 

13:22�26/Lk 1:57�66, 80 �

Friday:�   Ez 34:11�16/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [1]/Rom 5:5b�11/Lk 

15:3�7 �

Saturday:  Lam 2:2, 10�14, 18�19/Ps 74:1b�2, 3�5, 6�7, 20�21/Lk 2:41

�51 �

Next Sunday:  1 Kgs 19:16b, 19�21/Ps 16:1�2, 5, 7�8, 9�10, 11/Gal 

5:1, 13�18/Lk 9:51�62 �
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Let’s make it official! You’ve been coming to Catholic 

Masses for a while now. Perhaps your spouse is Catholic 

but you were never asked or never thought about becoming 

a Catholic officially. Maybe you were baptized Catholic but 

never received the other sacraments.�

The process is simple and quick! It’s called RCIA (Ritual of 

Christian Initiation of Adults). We begin in September with 

one 1�hour long meeting a month, and by Easter you will 

receive all the sacraments all at once: (Baptism if not bap-

tized, Confirmation and Holy Communion). Easy as this! 

You will become officially catholic and will be able to fully 

participate and celebrate the sacraments with us. �
�

For further questions concerning the�RCIA, please call �

Fr. Mateus 508�315�9132 or Sharon Maher: 978�400�6460 �

�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�
�

           � � �

SATURDAY 18th�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 19th�

�   8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

   �   9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

         11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

MONDAY 20th� �

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� �

TUESDAY 21st�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 22nd�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady�

�

THURSDAY 23rd� �

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter’s�

�

FRIDAY 24th� �

� 9:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

� � (Feast of the  Sacred Heart of Jesus)�

�

SATURDAY 25th�

� 9:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

� � (Feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary)�

� 4:00 PM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 26th�

�       8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi�

�     9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

           11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
�

�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA

Stan’s Liquor Mart

Beer • Wine & Spirit
1586 S Main Street, Athol, MA

978-249-9550

John Colby (C) 978-249-5871

19 Old Barre Rd., Queen Lake, Phillipston, MA 01331
Email: colbyrealty2@gmail.com
www.JohnColby.com

Medicare pays for Covid-19  
tests ordered by your doctor. 

If you have received a bill for a  
physician-ordered Covid-19 test,  
contact the MA SMP Program at 

800-892-0890
www.masmp.org

Funded by ACL Grant No.  
90MPPG0051

• Your Trusted Name for 90 Years
• Headstones,

Grass Markers and Lettering
• Gravestone cleaning & maintenance

• Open 6 Days A Week
• Price and Service You Can Trust 

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


