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192 School Street, Athol MA 01331�

Church Office Hours: �

M, T, W 8:30am�3:30pm�
�

Masses: �

Lord’s Day ~ 4pm (Vigil) & 11am�

Holy Days of Obligation ~ 12:10pm �

Weekday ~ M: 12:15p, T & W: 8:00a�

First Saturday ~ 9:00am�
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI Chapel�
�

Holy Hour of Adoration:�

Tuesday ~ 2:00pm �3:00pm�
�

Men’s Rosary�

Tuesday ~ 7:00pm OLI Chapel�
�

Pray the Rosary�

13th of the Month at 6pm OLI Chapel�

(3pm is 13th falls on a Tuesday)�
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Holy Days of Obligation ~ 7:00pm
�

Confessions: �

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Divine Mercy Chaplet:�

Sunday ~ 7:40am�
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Mass: �

Lord’s Day ~ 9:30am�
�

Confessions:�

Saturday ~ 3 to 3:30pm  in the OLI 

Chapel�
�

Rosary�

Thursday ~ 9:00am�
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Visitors and New Parishioners�

Please introduce yourself. We want to meet you.�

Registration forms are available in the sacristy.�
�

Baptism�

Baptisms are celebrated on Saturdays and Sundays. Please 

contact the Church Office for the preparation session, which 

includes parents and godparents.�
�

Marriage�

Contact the Church Office one year in advance.�
�

Visitation of the Ill�

and Homebound�

Please contact the Church Office if you know of anyone�

who is in need, so a Priest, Deacon or Eucharistic �

Minister may visit.�
�

Rite of Christian Initiation�

of Adults�

Adults seeking information about the Catholic Faith or 

seeking full admission into the Church through Baptism, 

Confirmation & Eucharist ~ Please call the Church Office.�
�

Lending Library�

Temporarily Suspended�thank you.�
�

NQCC Facebook Page�

For those of you with a Facebook page, please “LIKE” the 

North Quabbin Catholic Community Facebook page. Stay 

up to date with all the happenings in the Cluster�
�

Sharing Our Fathers Bread�

Meals are served Wednesdays, Sept.�May, at St. Francis 

Hall at 5pm for those in need. Donation baskets are located 

at each church for your convenience to support this 

important program. For questions please call 978�249�7603.�
�

Healing and Prevention�

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by a 

priest, religious or lay person working for the Church, and 

you need a place to talk about your feelings, please call the 

Office for Healing and Prevention, (508) 929�4363.  A 24 

hour�a�day confidential voicemail is available.�
�

Other Information�

Prayer Line: Please notify the Rectory�

Bulletin Deadline: Prior Monday by 12N�

�

Church Open Hours�

The OLI Chapel and St. Francis Church will now be open 

daily from 8am�4pm.  If  visiting St. Francis please use the 

ramp side door.  Thank you.�

A MESSAGE FROM �

FATHER MATEUS�
�

Dear brothers and sisters,�
�

In the Gospel proclaimed to us today (cf. Lk 2:1�14), we witness, 

on the one hand, a procession of angels joyfully present 

themselves to some poor shepherds, announcing to them the birth 

of the long�awaited Savior of Israel, and, on the other, to the 

Virgin Mary, hidden from the eyes of the world, to give birth to 

her much�loved Son. Christians, in fact, have always believed 

that the birth of Our Lady, contrary to what we sometimes 

imagine, happened without the presence of Joseph, who would 

have gone looking for a midwife who could help them. The 

angels therefore announce an event whose most intimate details 

remain, by divine design, hidden from all men, except for two, 

the only ones who can and should matter: the Mother and the 

Son.�
�

There were shepherds in the region, guarding their flocks during 

the night watches. They were the first invited to participate in the 

greatest of mysteries. As Origen says (cf. Hom. 12), God came 

into the world, but he did not want to be born in Jerusalem, he did 

not seek the scribes or the Pharisees, nor did he intend to make a 

triumphal entry into some famous synagogue, but went after 

simple shepherds, busy , and perhaps sleepy, in caring for goats 

and sheep. It was to this “quality” of men, despicable peasants 

within Jewish society, that the Lord wanted to announce Himself 

through the mouth of the angel.�
�

“Behold, an angel of the Lord”, writes St. Luke, “appeared to the 

shepherds, the glory of the Lord enveloped them in light”, as 

usually happens in the theophanies of the Old Testament, “and 

they”, terrified at that unusual vision, “ they were very afraid” (v. 

9). The angel, however, comforted them, saying: “Do not be 

afraid! I announce to you a great joy, which will be for all the 

people: today, in the city of David, a Savior was born for you, 

who is Christ the Lord ′′ (v. 10 �11). Here is the proclamation, 

here is the Gospel in which today we are called to renew our 

faith.�
�

What, after all, does the angel of the Lord announce to us here? 

That today the One for whom and for whom we were made was 

born for us, the One who thought of us and who predestined us 

from all eternity, providing the time and the most minimal 

conditions in which we would come into the world. Now, if the 

life of each man is already an admirable “mystery”, called to 

weave his own and unrepeatable biography and to have a unique 

relationship of love and trust with God, what to think of the 

mystery of a God who decides to be born for the his creatures?�
�

If, in fact, it already causes vertigo to think that the eternal has 

become temporal; that the immense became tiny; that the 

“invisible in what is yours has become visible in what is ours; 

that the incomprehensible wanted to be understood; that, 

remaining before times, He began to exist in time; that the Lord 

of all things took the form of a servant, overshadowing the 

immensity of his majesty”, if it already causes vertigo � we 

were saying � to think of the debasement of the incarnate God, 

how not to faint before the “mystery of this mystery”, namely: 

that He did so, being born a mortal man without ceasing to be an 

immortal God, for us, as if he were saying to each one: “Are you 

the reason be of my life”?�
�

To be loved with such a love should be enough for us, if our faith 

were great enough, to despise in just measure all the trifles of this 

passing world. For, after all, what importance do our problems 

and conflicts, our failures and miseries, our pains and sorrows 

have, if the most high God, the footstool whose feet are the �

FOOD PANTRY�

Thank you for your support!  This week we will collect:�

Jams / Jelly / Canned  Chicken~Meat~Spam�
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highest heavens, wanted to make us his everything : “Today in the 

city of David a Savior has been born for you”!�

It is precisely to encourage our faith in this Gospel, in the news of 

this divine love with which we are loved, that Holy Mother 

Church celebrates Mass tonight, to warm our hearts with the truth 

that, yes, we are of God, but of that God also made himself ours: 

“A Savior is born for you”. This is why He wanted to announce 

this grateful news to the world with the hymns of praise of a 

multitude of the heavenly court, since human voices would not 

suffice to sing such sublime dignity of His goodness: “Glory to 

God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace. to the men he 

loved” (v. 14).�

On this night, seeing Mary with the Child Jesus in her arms, 

knowing that from that moment on He who supported the heavens 

and the stars depended entirely on her, should instill in us a 

profound conviction, welcomed in the chiaroscuro of our faith, 

that from today Christ is also ours: He wants to be ours, so that 

we may all be his; He wants to depend on our love, so that we 

seek nothing but his pleasure; He wants to give himself 

completely to us, so that we want nothing more than to give 

ourselves completely to him. He made himself ours, so that we 

would not belong to ourselves, but to the One who so much wants 

to belong to us: Hodie natus est vobis Salvator, “Today a Savior 

is born for you”!�

Therefore, uniting ourselves to the heavenly canticle that today 

breaks the silence of Advent, let us count on the whole Holy 

Church and rejoice in the same faith that has animated her since 

her beginnings in the Immaculate Heart of Mary: “Glory to God 

in the highest of heaven, and on earth peace to men of good will!” �
�

God bless you!         � � �           Fr. Mateus�

�

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK�

Please call the office and give the names of those who are in need of 

prayers ~ they will be listed in the bulletin so they can be added to 

personal prayers. God bless you!�

                  �        �      �

                                                 PRAYER LIST�

        Kevin Doherty ~ Ann Marie Doherty�

Joe Labrie ~ Jane Bellar ~ Vernon Goupil �

Janet Mousseau ~ Raymond Dufort�

Jackie & Cliff Shatos ~ Pat Shatos�

Greyson LeBlanc  ~ Mark & Denis Brault�

Jennifer Lozier�Fontaine ~ Theresa Fortier�

Dave & Lois Paire ~Paula Wunder�

Irene McGrath ~ Patty Demarest�

                                   Norman Hebert ~ Catherine Maher�
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OUR LADY IMMACULATE�

COLLECTION�

Collection Amounts were not available at time of  bulletin 

submission.�

�

SHARING OUR FATHERS BREAD�

Collection Amounts were not available at time of  bulletin 

submission.�

�

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT�

Repairing the exterior trim around the stained glass windows in the 

church.  To date $58,689.37 has been collected; repairs to date: 

$16,944.00.  �

�

NOTICE � OFFICE CLOSED!�

Please note that the church office will be closed from Dec 

12th�27th.  I will be home recuperating from foot surgery.   

If you need immediate attention to something, please call 

Fr. Mateus at 978�249�2738, otherwise you can leave me a 

message at 978�249�7690 or send an email to me  at  

ourladyrectory@hotmail.com and I will contact you as soon 

as I am back in the office.  �

Thank you in advance for your understanding and I wish 

you all a Merry Christmas!   ~ Gayle�

�

ANNUAL APPEAL�

Thank you to those who have contributed to the Annual Church 

Appeals.  Donations will be accepted through February 28, 2023. �
 �

Our Lady Immaculate Goal: $25,000�To Date: $2,400�

St. Francis of Assisi Goal: $13,000�To Date: $925�

St. Peter Goal: $9,000�To Date: $1,000�

�

�

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI�

COLLECTION�

Collection Amounts were not available at time of  bulletin 

submission.�
�

**During the winter months St. Francis will not be open 

during the weekday.    We will re�open daily in the spring. �

�

SHOE DRIVE�

St. Francis will be working with Funds2Orgs once again to sponsor a 

shoe drive. We will be collecting used, gently used and new shoes 

through December from all the churches.   After hours, a wooden 

container for your shoe donations is available under the stairs going 

into the sacristy in the back of St. Francis and will be checked daily.   

Please contact Jackie at 617�275�3577 with any questions.  Thank 

You!�

�

ST. PETER’S �

COLLECTION�

Collection Amounts were not available at time of  bulletin 

submission.�

�
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Saturday, December 24th  Vigil:  THE NATIVITY OF THE 

LORD�

� 4:00 PM� OLI:  All Parishioners�

� 6:00 PM� St. Peter:  All Parishioners�

�

Sunday,  December 25th  THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD�

�   8:00 AM� St. Francis: All Parishioners�

�

Monday, December 26th  �

� 12:15 PM� NO MASS�

�

Tuesday, December 27th �

� 8:00 AM� OLI:  +Bill Willey by the Lemoine Family�

� � Special Intention by the Tavakol Family�

�

Wednesday, December 28th �

� 8:00 AM� OLI: +Elizabeth Gauthier by her daughter�

� � Health & Blessings for the Terry Parker 

family by the Mancini Family�

�

Saturday, December 31st  Vigil:  Solemnity of Mary�

� 4:00 PM� OLI: +Gail Blanchard by her Family�

� � +Theodore “Teddy” Kuzmeskas�

� � by Paul & Deb Kuzmeskas�

�

Sunday, January 1st   Solemnity of Mary�

�  8:00 AM� St. Francis: All Parishioners�

�  9:30 AM    St. Peter:  +Sandra Grayson �

� � By Don & Carol Ambrozy�

� 11:00 AM   OLI:  +Marilyn Firth�

� � by the Ronald Smith Family�

�

WORD OF LIFE�

“The infant Christ ‘came into our world in a state of great 

vulnerability.  He needed to be defended, protected, cared for and 

raised by Joseph’ (PC 5).  The humble and often hidden carpenter 

of Nazareth accompanied Mary in her pregnancy, assisted at the 

birth of the Messiah in a stable, presented Jesus in the Temple, 

fled with his family far from their homeland to protect the, 

lovingly raised Jesus as his own son in the years to come…  

Joseph’s devotion helps reveal to us our own call to show special 

care for the lives of those whom God has entrusted to us.”  

~USCCB Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities Respect Life 

Reflection: St. Joseph, Defender of Life�

�

Hymnal Readings: 795 / 798�

Readings for the week of December 25, 2022�

Sunday:  Vigil: Is 62:1�5/Ps 89:4�5, 16�17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16

�17, 22�25/Mt 1:1�25 or 1:18�25 Night: Is 9:1�6/Ps 96:1�2, 2�3, 11

�12, 13/Ti 2:11�14/Lk 2:1�14 Dawn: Is 62:11�12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11�

12/Ti 3:4�7/Lk 2:15�20 Day: Is 52:7�10/Ps 98:1, 2�3, 3�4, 5�6 

[3])/Heb 1:1�6/Jn 1:1�18 or 1:1�5, 9�14�

Monday:  Acts 6:8�10; 7:54�59/Ps 31:3cd�4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 

17/Mt 10:17�22 �

Tuesday:  1 Jn 1:1�4/Ps 97:1�2, 5�6, 11�12/Jn 20:1a, 2�8 �

Wednesday:  1 Jn 1:5�2:2/Ps 124:2�3, 4�5, 7b�8/Mt 2:13�18 �

Thursday:  1 Jn 2:3�11/Ps 96:1�2a, 2b�3, 5b�6/Lk 2:22�35 �

Friday:�  Sir 3:2�6, 12�14 or Col 3:12�21 or 3:12�17/Ps 128:1�2, 

3, 4�5/Mt 2:13�15, 19�23  �

Saturday:  1 Jn 2:18�21/Ps 96:1�2, 11�12, 13/Jn 1:1�18 �

Next Sunday:  Nm 6:22�27/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4�7/Lk 

2:16�21 �
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�

All the ends of the earth have seen �

the saving power of God.�

CALENDAR OF EVENTS�

           � � �

SATURDAY 24th�

� 4:00 PM� Christmas Eve Mass at Our Lady �

� 6:00 PM� Christmas Eve Mass at St. Peter�

�

SUNDAY 25th�

�       8:00 AM� Christmas Day Mass at St. Francis�

�

MONDAY 26th�

� 12:15 PM� NO MASS�

� �

TUESDAY 27th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

� 2:00 PM� Holy Hour with Adoration at OLI�

� 7:00 PM� Men’s Rosary at OLI Chapel�

� �

WEDNESDAY 28th�

� 8:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

THURSDAY 29th�

� 9:00 AM� Rosary at St. Peter�

�

SATURDAY 31at�

� 4:00 PM� Vigil Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�

�

SUNDAY 1st�

�   8:00 AM� Mass at St. Francis of Assisi   �

   �   9:30 AM� Mass at St. Peter�

         11:00 AM� Mass at Our Lady Immaculate�
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Family Memorials
Lasting Tributes to  

Those You Love
Monuments • Markers • Lettering

465 West Street • Gardner
Tel/Fax: (978) 632-1323
C.S.C. Michael K. Roberts

Owner

A New Place to Call Home in  
a Community that Cares
www.hwcommons.com 

(978) 632-8292
50 Pine Street • Gardner, MA

Stan’s Liquor Mart

Beer • Wine & Spirit
1586 S Main Street, Athol, MA

978-249-9550

John Colby (C) 978-249-5871

19 Old Barre Rd., Queen Lake, Phillipston, MA 01331
Email: colbyrealty2@gmail.com
www.JohnColby.com

Medicare pays for Covid-19  
tests ordered by your doctor. 

If you have received a bill for a  
physician-ordered Covid-19 test,  
contact the MA SMP Program at 

800-892-0890
www.masmp.org

Funded by ACL Grant No.  
90MPPG0051

• Your Trusted Name for 90 Years
• Headstones,

Grass Markers and Lettering
• Gravestone cleaning & maintenance

• Open 6 Days A Week
• Price and Service You Can Trust 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Clare Colamaria

ccolamaria@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6444


