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Thank you for your generous support! 

Erin Schueller - Youth Minister 

 Every month I go to a youth ministry professional development group 

and brag about the community I have the pleasure of serving.  These         

conversations constantly remind me how lucky I am to be here. Your        

generous support allows us to take these wonderful young people from our 

community to events that not all of them may be able to afford.  The         

National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) has students from every state 

in attendance, hundreds of priests and sisters, dozens of bishops, and many 

inspiring speakers all to share their experience of faith and accompany these 

young people on theirs.  A truly inspiring sight! 

 This year, I had the honor to pray with our young people in ways that 

moved my heart.  The joy of 25,000 people laughing at the end of the Mass 

still makes me smile. I got to witness their growth as they shared an inspiring 

truth about who God is that they picked up.  I received the Sacrament of Reconciliation with them, 

broke bread with them, danced with them and cried with them.  It’s these moments that help      

sustain my ministry.  I am so grateful for your help.   

 Personally, I was able to attend a session hosted by one of my favorite speakers, Bob 

McCarty, the former head of the National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry.  Every time I hear 

him speak, I am changed for the better.  This year he spoke on the rise of the disaffiliated; young 

people who leave the Church.  I was lucky enough to be seated next to a very thoughtful man who 

just happened to be a bishop.  His vulnerability and openness in our conversation gave me great 

hope for the future of our 

Church. The research was hard 

to hear and there is much 

work to be done, but it’s doa-

ble.  Interested in what they’ve 

found?  Here is a website with 

much of the information:   

catholicresearch.smp.org/. 

 Again, thank you for 

your support of the young 

church.  We are so blessed! 



Savannah Smith - Junior 

I had an amazing time at the National Catholic Youth Conference. 

It was an immensely valuable and impactful trip that I won’t soon 

forget. While there, I got to meet lots of other Catholic youth 

from around the country, and I heard many intelligent and        

inspiring speakers. I got to learn about the Holy Spirit, Jesus and 

his life, the history of the Catholic Church, and much more. The 

people were one of the best parts of the conference for me. One 

of my favorite parts was listening to two talks by Sister Miriam 

James Heidland. Hearing her story was very inspiring to me, and 

she taught me a lot about the Holy Spirit and God’s love. Another 

one of my favorite parts was the Mass everyone attended on Sat-

urday night in Lucas Oil Stadium. It was powerful and humbling to 

sit among tens of thousands of Catholics as we celebrated the most important part of our religion 

together. We got to listen to God’s Word, sing songs of praise and worship, and celebrate the     

Eucharist as one Church. It was easily the best Mass I’ve ever attended. Getting to attend NCYC was 

an experience that deepened my faith and strengthened my belief in the Catholic Church. I feel very 

grateful and blessed for the opportunity to attend NCYC, and I’d like to say thank you to all of the 

parishioners that supported me and my peers. 
 

Jenna Geier - Senior 

I went to NCYC not knowing what to expect. The thing 

that amazed me when I first arrived was how many people 

were there. People from all around the country had come to 

celebrate how awesome God is. I have been scared for a 

while that when I go to college I won't make any friends and 

will just hangout in my dorm when ever I have free time, but 

seeing how many people were there made me realize that I 

will always find friends and even family in my religion. My 

goal when I arrived at NCYC was to meet someone from 

Alaska, this was because I was amazed that someone would 

come that far for this event.  This made the idea that I will 

find someone to share this journey with in college concrete 

because people all around the country care enough about 

Jesus to take time out of there lives, and to spend their 

money to come down to Indianapolis to celebrate Him. I want to share that feeling with everyone 

and let them know they are not alone and have someone to share this amazing journey following  

Jesus Christ.  



Kaylee Hanson—Senior 

This was my first NCYC. At every large group gathering, they showed 

videos of a man named Joe Castillo making art out of sand. He spread 

sand on a light table and pushed the sand to make a picture when the 

light went through the open spaces. Music played in the background 

during this. He made the most beautiful pictures of things like a cross, 

a bible, and many of the saints. Watching him create these pieces, I was 

in awe, completely fixated on 

every move he made as the 

pictures formed. When it was 

over, I felt like no time had 

past because I was so captivated with his stunning and unique 

designs. It was a very peaceful experience. I am so thankful 

for the opportunity to go to NCYC and see this man’s    

amazing art. Thank you! 

Dina Lucas - Chaperone 

 I had the opportunity to be one of the adult chaperones for the 

NCYC trip. This was my second time at NCYC and I loved every   

minute of it.  

 NCYC is such a unique opportunity to celebrate being a   

Catholic, grow your faith and allow God into your life. When we 

were at NCYC, and they needed to make an announcement it would 

always be prefaced by the words YOUNG CHURCH - that is so    

fitting because the 25,000 people attending NCYC are the future of 

our church. We need to do all we can to support our youth our 

YOUNG CHURCH. Like a good gardener we need to nurture, feed 

and protect our 'crop' and all of you have done so by financially     

supporting our youth, and I thank you.  

 I am on the high school 'core team' during the school year and have the opportunity to spend 

time with our youth and am amazed by how they continue to grow in their faith and help build           

community at St. Joseph's parish. We are blessed to have such a strong youth program. 

 "You cannot repay love, you can only pass it on", is a quote from one of the keynotes speak-

ers at NCYC that made everyone stop and think. I thank you for that love - please watch how we 

pass it on. 



Justin Shackelford - Chaperone 

 I have been lucky enough to attend NCYC three times now, 

and each trip is a very remarkable experience. Every time I go, I am 

impressed by the enthusiasm and energy of 23,000+ high school  

students on fire with their faith. Foremost, the singing and dancing 

in the Lucas Oil stadium before and after the keynote speakers. The 

students know every song and sing them with all their heart. During 

the speakers and Mass, I can see the emotion on their faces as      

everybody becomes one body and community. That is a very    

powerful experience to see everyone from different states and 

backgrounds unite and celebrate our faith. 

 I really enjoyed the overall topic this year: Called. Several of 

the speakers at the conference did a fantastic job driving home the 

point that God calls each and every one of us. Saying yes to God matters, and we are called to share 

that love and community. Even if others do not answer that call, our yes still matters. Along with 

that, I enjoyed the speakers that dealt with tough topics like self-worth. No matter what stress or 

issues the teens (or anyone) is dealing with, God sent His son for them. Everybody is worth it. 

 I also enjoy the free time between conference sections. Every parish brings items to trade, 

many reflecting their state or regional culture. During free time, the NCYC participants meet each 

other and trade their swag. So we all get to meet other Catholics from around the country, strike 

up a conversation and find out where others are from, and come home with mementos to remind 

us of the people we met. 

 This year specifically, the highlight for me was a session in which they had an advance screen-

ing of the movie “I Can Only Imagine”. This film is about the life and struggles of one of the lead 

members of the Christian band MercyMe, how the band was formed, and how the song came about. 

I don’t want to give too much away because it has not been released yet, but it was very personal to 

me having to do with a broken family and trying to keep the faith through it. The movie was so deep 

and touching it left me in tears at several points.  

 This goes to show the power of NCYC. It has absolute emotional highs of joy, community, 

belonging, and friendship. It also has powerful testimonials and sessions like this movie that are really 

touching. People are willing to open up their lives and share everything they are and what they have 

been through to reach these young people and teach them and inspire them. That is what leaves the 

biggest impression on me each time. 



Orla White - Sophomore 

 This year I was lucky enough to be able to attend the Na-

tional Catholic Youth Conference. In short, this was an amazing ex-

perience. Starting with the bus ride, I knew this trip would be in-

credible. 

 It was 11:17 and if I am being honest it was not looking too 

good. Our bus was packed, no open seats anywhere and it was not 

too comfortable for sleeping, I was trying to get some sleep, listen-

ing to music hoping to drown out the sounds of the final credits of 

Night At The Museum, the movie that was playing on the bus when 

out of the corner of my eye I saw a strange color. Thinking it was a 

reflection from the tv I sat up. Wiping my eyes it became clear that 

the sky was this beautiful bright magenta purple color. This unex-

pected beauty in a way perfectly describes the trip. 

 At the National Catholic Youth Conference, the lesson of expectations became extremely 

pertinent. The conference is set up like you are touring a college, there is this little course catalog 

with different sessions and little descriptions. You chose one for each time slot and just show up. 

My first session was ¨mega¨ which meant well known speaker, big audience. The speaker had some 

funny jokes about his kids, but it seemed redundant after just hearing him open the conference the 

previous day. I enjoyed the trip so far, but my expectations were slowly falling. It was really cool 

and exciting it just wasn't life changing. 

 Later in the trip I went to another speaker, this time led by a young nun who played D1 vol-

leyball. She was really cool. Hearing her talk was the first time I realized leaders in our church don't 

have to be ancient like older 50 or anything. I also really liked how honest she was, this woman had 

been through a lot, but was able to reflect on herself and find the good, find the God in the situa-

tion. This ended up being one of my favorite parts/ talks of the trip. 

My last talk however was by far the talk that left the most with me, but the one I expected 

the least from. Led by a catholic school teacher with a unrecognized name I went into it thinking 

that maybe I should have picked a different session. Man o Man was I wrong. The talk started out 

as any other, and then at the end he had us close our eyes and go in our mind back to the worst 

moment of our lives. The day it seems no one was on our side, when everything was falling apart, 

when it was if there was no possible life beyond that moment and he had us relive it, and find god 

in the situation. Somebody who helped you up when you fell down. A simple smile to show you're 

not invisible. This was absolutely life changing, and I am so thankful for the NCYC experience. 
 



Laura Gisch - Chaperone  

The best thing about going to NCYC is spending time 

with our HS youth! This was my first time so I didn't 

know what to expect. I will just mention the trip 

there and back is long and very uncomfortable (unless 

you can sleep anywhere), but it was worth the pain.  

 Once we got there I did not see a lot of peo-

ple. I was expecting to see thousands of Catholics. 

We did a lot of running back and forth to different lo-

cations. Previously, Erin said something about staying together so we did not lose each other, and 

we would wait until a little later to go to the Lucas Oil Center. So on the way to the stadium I start-

ed to see a lot more groups, Ok that's more like it, but once we entered the stadium, I heard loud 

Christian music, and WOW thousands and thousands and thousands of youth and adults. Now this 

was awesome. This happened every night, extremely high energy for hours! 

 During the day there were various classes I was 

able to attend, the music at night was awesome. One 

thing I noticed is we all walked around as equals, nobody 

there thinks they are important anyone else. What I 

mean is Famous singers, Comedians, Archbishops, Nuns, 

Adults, and Teenagers are all walking around talking to 

each other. Our youth know we are all just as important 

in God’s eyes. It really gave me the chance to see how 

many Catholic youth are involved in their churches and 

to see we can accomplish anything together.  

 My favorite moment was at the end when 

we all keep cheering when the mass was trying to 

end. We all kept standing and yelling approval. 

You could feel the energy of thousands of people 

in the stadium, even the priests had a hard time 

not smiling, even though the Bishop was getting a 

little frustrated. 

 



Reba Juetten - Chaperone  

“It was the best of times. It was the worst of times.” Well, actually, despite 

the lack of sleep and long bus rides, NCYC was more or less the best of 

times.  The Young Church was active at NCYC—we went to Mass with 

Archbishop Hebda (some of us twice) and dinner too.  We did adoration, 

confession, praise and worship, and an awesome variety of Catholic worship 

in at least four languages.  The most powerful part of the conference was the 

number, youth, and diversity of the Church in attendance.  In my daily life, I 

almost never get the opportunity to see such a youthful Catholic communi-

ty!  Together, we took part in a variety of traditional and contemporary 

Catholic expressions of spirituality—from being blessed by relics to making prayer art and playing 

games, all in the same exposition hall (known as the Thematic Village).   

 Personally, I went to a number of sessions for adult leaders about how to address the increas-

ing exodus of young people from the Church—people like me who are leaving at every stage from 

middle school, to the post-confirmation “graduation syndrome,” to young adults in a multitude of 

transitions.  Though some of the statistics made the situation look bleak, the number of caring peo-

ple interested in helping and the ideas circulating in those rooms inspired me to continue thinking 

about solutions to the fading away from the faith that seems so common among youth.  Now, I’m 

looking forward to the little and big ways that building community, “being an architect of encounter,” 

and prayer can help me continue to build the Body of Christ.  

 

Ellie Karol - Senior 

This was my second time going to NCYC and I 

loved every second of it. NCYC is a great place 

to renew your faith as well as strengthen your 

relationship with God through the inspirational 

speakers and testimonies from average people. It 

teaches young people that having a strong faith 

doesn't have to be boring and just consist of going 

to mass, singing boring hymns, and praying daily. It 

shows them through the multiple concerts with a 

mosh pit of above 5,000 people that you can rock 

out! It shows them that you can have a passion in rap and still be a priest, or be a D1 volleyball play-

er and party every weekend, but turn your life around and eventually become a nun. I would highly 

recommend NCYC to anybody considering going as it is an unforgettable experience. 



Alyssa Hanson - Junior 

 I have gone on many retreats and mission trips, but attending the   

National Catholic Youth Conference would be a first for me. NCYC is a   

conference held in Indianapolis, mostly at the Lucas Oil Stadium, with about 

25,000 catholic youths and adults from all over the country. There were talks, 

concert and mass services that we could all see throughout the three days of 

the conference. 

 Although I experienced many eye opening events at NCYC, one    

particular moment being the Matt Maher concert. For those of you who may 

not know who he is, Matt Maher is a Christian singer who wrote many praise 

and worship songs that we sing at On The Rock, In Touch, retreats and    

mission trips. Some of the songs he sings and performed at the concert were 

Deliverer, Your Grace is Enough, All the People Said Amen and Lord, I Need 

You. I had always been a fan of Matt Maher, as his catchy rhythms and great 

messages were very intriguing to me, but there is something magical about 25,000 Catholic youths singing 

and praising the Lord through a live concert from him.  

 The Lucas Oil Stadium was lit only by the neon rays from the stage and was filled with thousands of 

voices singing along. Matt Maher is such a great role model, seeing as when he was running up onto the stage, 

he tripped and fell; getting right back up and performing an amazing concert. I know I wouldn’t have been 

able to do that. This concert opened my eyes to the power of our Catholic community. I was able to forget 

about my worries, and focus on God; ignore the sound of my singing voice, and just sing out, loudly, to praise 

the Lord; disregard everything else, and be fully present in the spectacular moment. Standing side by side 

with some of my closest friends, and surrounded by Catholics I had never met, I was able to see that God’s 

love really will hold us together. 

Marta Luiken - Senior 

At NCYC I learned how awesome it is to be part of a church 

that is so big and welcoming. Going to NCYC I had no expec-

tations. I had no idea what to expect, I had no idea how many 

people would be going and what I was going learn and I 

learned so much from attending NCYC. I heard a lot of peo-

ple speak at the conference but one person stood out to me it 

was from a sister whose name I cannot remember the name 

of. She talked about how to know if God is talking to you. She 

gave the four S’s where God can speak from, Scripture, Song, Signs and Silence. I have always been oblivious 

to knowing when or when not God is talking to me, I am always searching for something big, like a whisper in 

my ear or a shout from heaven, but after listening to the sister speak I learned that, that is just not the case. 

You have to find him in everyday life, God is constantly in communication with us, we just have to be aware. 

The talk got me so excited, after listening to her speak I could hear him everywhere, in my friends, in Matt 

Maher and in the silence of adoration. Now after NCYC that is the thing that I carry with me the most I am 

now having daily conversation with God and I am being more aware of his presence in the world around me. 



Emily Mundt - Senior 

I first was introduced to the idea of NCYC when I was a     

sophomore, when I heard my peers had the chance to go to  

Indianapolis. I became interested and instantly wanted to 

know what I had to do in order to go in the following 2 

years. As a junior I finally became a peer minister. It gives me 

more opportunities to get insight and interact with the     

students and what their thoughts are on the catholic faith. 

 Preparing for the trip to NCYC I was nervous because 

I didn't know what to expect. But I knew I was going with some of my closest friends and we could 

share the memory forever. Listening to the speakers and all the musical performances put me into a 

state of peace as well of motivation. Every once in a while I need a push to deepen my relationship 

with Christ. And this trip did exactly that. I encourage the students for this next year to take the  

opportunity at hand and use it to your advantage. It is an overwhelming experience to be able to 

bring up a candle during mass in front of 25,000 people, but all the support you feel is well worth it. 

Thank you for supporting us! 

Lucy Moos - Junior 

Stepping on a bus filled with 45 Catholics, many of whom were 

strangers, I felt a rush of anxiety wash over me. This was the beginning 

of a four day journey, one that I had been counting down the days to 

for months. Since freshman year, hearing about the high school trip to 

NCYC, I knew this would be something I’d want to do. Not only was 

four days with some of my closest friends in Indianapolis intriguing, but 

knowing I would witness God’s presence in a totally new way left me 

ecstatic. 

    Although I could talk for hours about my experience at NCYC, I 

chose one story in particular to share with you all today. 

    As our group walked in to the Lucas Oil Stadium, we could hear the very beginnings of what 

sounded like an exciting concert. Personally, Matt Maher is one of my favorite artists, so I was really 

looking forward to seeing him live. Making our way to the main floor, a few of us decided that we 

would weave our way through the sea of people to see the concert a bit better. After about twenty 

minutes, Ellie, Gabbie, and I were standing in the second row, singing our hearts out with 25,000  

other Catholics. This is when something truly amazing happened. As Matt began to sing “Hold Us 

Together”, the strangers around us came together as we put our arms around one another- swaying 

back and forth. It was then that I forgot about the concert and was able to feel God’s presence in my 

brothers and sisters surrounding me. Each and every person was filled with God’s love and grace, 

and in that moment, I knew the Church was truly alive. 



Sarah Halverson - Junior 

National Catholic Youth Conference was an amazing experience 

all around. I grew in my faith, my connection to God, and I       

realized a great deal about how I had been living my life. As 

25,000 of us stood in the Lucas Oil Stadium, praising the Lord 

and praying together, I had never felt closer to God. Throughout 

the entire weekend, everyone you ran into was positive and so 

excited to be there. I had never felt a part of the Church and a 

part of a community more than I did at NCYC. Knowing that 

every person there was choosing to be there, and loved Jesus 

just as much as I do was the most incredible feeling.  

I did not know it, but up until NCYC, I had been living my life in a 

way that said “God loves, but He does not love and know me 

specifically.” I had a very impersonal image of who God is and 

how He loves. Part of that may have been due to the fact that I 

was very angry at God before NCYC. I have had to switch 

schools, I have never had more than a couple friends, I have had 

to deal with quite a few traumatizing things at a young age, and I never felt like I was quite enough. I 

believed I was not worthy of His love, and that He had abandoned me. I still loved Jesus and I loved 

spreading that love, but I thought it was only meant for other people. 

One of the talks I attended was about seeing God even in your darkest and worst times. The 

speaker had us close our eyes, and go back to that time, or a time, in our lives when we gave up on 

God/ourselves. He had us picture that time and encouraged us to feel that pain, feel the pain we had 

been avoiding. Then he had us look in that time for places God might have been, because in our 

darkest times Jesus doesn’t lose sight of us we lose sight of him. It could have been someone who 

did something as simple as holding the door for us, or a friend, or a family member, any place where 

God was that we could not see in the moment. I did that, and as I did I cried harder than I ever had. I 

realized God had not abandoned me; He was with me the entire time. I was the one who abandoned 

God. I was angry at Him for things He played no part in, and by doing so, had ignored the places 

where He tried to show me He still loved me. I had been carrying around the weight of something 

awful, and I did not trust that God would be there for me. But in that moment, I realized that God 

was begging me to trust Him. He wanted me to give up my pain. He died so that I could live; I had no 

right to put limits on His love for me.  

 “You can run, but God is faster, and He will always chase you.” At a different talk, this was 

the speaker’s topic. I did not realize it but I was running, in fact sprinting from God. But he caught up 

to me. I had been spending so much time trying to avoid the one thing that would make me feel   



better. I have not stopped thinking about those words since I first heard them. They helped me    

understand that God does not pick favorites, and our mistakes and our hard times don’t lessen His 

love for us. I am just as worthy of God’s love as the next person, and in the times that I forget that, 

God will chase me down and remind me over and over again. No matter how much I run, God   

never leaves; no matter how much I hide, God will always seek me out; no matter how much I blame 

Him for things that are not His doing, He will always reach out His hand, and pull me in closer. 

Our entire existence is a love story, THE greatest love story ever told.  His love is not just 

for the holy or the “pure,” His love is for everyone, even those who do not know Him. As it turns 

out, I didn’t know God as well as I thought I did. To believe that the King of Kings loves so deeply 

towards everyone except for me could almost be considered ignorant. Had I not been paying       

attention? God created the world so that we could be put in it, so that I could be put in it. Who was 

I to say that I knew better than God? And who was I to say that I’m not worthy? I don’t define my 

worth, God defined my worth when He laid down His life and gave Himself up to the cross all so 

that I could live. I was running, but God caught up to me. I felt left behind, but humanity’s entire    

existence is due to undying and unconditional love. Am I not human? God wanted me, and that 

weekend helped me want God back. It helped me see beyond me fear and beyond my feelings of  

unworthiness and anger, and helped me see that I don’t need more than a couple friends, I have the 

best friend in all of creation: Jesus. But most of all, I am the daughter of the greatest King who has 

ever lived.  

Allyson Kempf - Junior 

I would like to thank all the parishioners that donated money for me 

and my friends to go on this amazing trip to the National Catholic 

Youth Conference. It was truly a blessing. I got so much information 

about God and my faith. I grew closer to God. It was an amazing     ex-

perience for me.   

 

I loved every part of it, and I especially liked being able to eat with our 

Archbishop at Buca Di Beppo. 

 

 



Gabbie Johnson - Junior 

This November I was lucky enough to have the chance to go to Indi-

anapolis for the National Catholic Youth Conference. It was an in-

credible experience that I am so grateful for and will never forget. 

NCYC was a trip that I believe has truly bettered me as a person and 

opened my eyes to new ways and opportunities I can use in everyday 

life. I will keep these memories with me and keep growing in my faith 

because of NCYC. 

      When we first got to Indianapolis I was amazed. It was incredible. 

We dropped out stuff at the hotel and started towards the convention 

center. When I first walked through the doors, my mind was blown. 

There were so many Catholic youth in one place! We had a chance to 

look around and we all gathered together for mass. Mass was definite-

ly one of my favorite parts. Here we were all packed into a room sing-

ing together songs I'm sure some of us didn't even know. But we were all praising God together, and 

that was so good. 

       When mass finished, we went to Buca di Beppo. I sat with some people from church, but I met 

three great ladies from other churches in the Archdiocese who ate dinner with us and had some 

awesome conversation. The dinner was great, and I was even able to talk a bit with the Archbishop. I 

needed to get some basic information since I was introducing him the next day. The next morning, I 

was getting set up to go on stage, when I went back to get in line with the Archbishop. He is an 

amazing guy. We talked about common interests, my school Delasalle, and what it was like to be the 

Archbishop. Finally I went up on stage and introduced him in front of 25,000 people. It was such a 

rush. After that I was able to go to a talk by one of my favorite speakers Chris Stefanick. His talk 

about self love was so good to hear. It gave me such a great boost of confidence that I still carry with 

me. I will always remember that. 

     That night when we went back to the hotel, we had a diocese small group time. We got into 

small groups, discussed our day, and prayed together. It was so peaceful and such a great way to end 

the day. We also had the opportunity to go to concerts featuring Matt Maher and Toby. At one 

point my friends and I got to the second row! It was so fun. And very, very hot. After one of the 

concerts, there was a chance to go to confession. I love confession and went that night. In the line, I 

met a pretty cool person from the diocese of Chicago who I talked with, and am still in touch with. 

After confession there was adoration at the convention center. 25,000 people kneeling together in 

prayer and singing to God. I can't begin to explain what that felt like.   

     NCYC was such a great time. I'm so glad I went and couldn't have been happier. This was a trip 

that truly has made my relationship with God stronger than ever before. Thank you! 

 


