
REGISTRATION is open for  the 2019-2020 year of Religious Education at Our Lady of the Valley 
for grades K- 8. Classes start in September and will meet two times each month until May. Forms are 
available at the church, or please call the Rectory at 802-387-5861 or email us at:  
olmercy@myfairpoint.net. 

September 1, 2019              Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time   

  Offertory: June 16, 2019    OLM  $654,  OLV  $644,  COS  $378,   Total $1,676 
                   June 17, 2018    OLM  $592,  OLV  $640,  COS  $471,  Total $1,703 

 
MASS INTENTIONS  
 
Saturday, Aug. 31, OLM 4:00 PM For the Souls in Purgatory, requested by John Nappi, Jr.  
Sunday, Sept. 1, OLM 8:30 AM For Thomas Rowley, requested by Fr. Frank McMahon 
Sunday, Sept. 1, OLV 10:30 AM For Walter Meyer, requested by Ken and Martha Hoffman 
Sunday, Sept. 1 COS 12:30 PM For a Special Intention, requested by John Nappi, Jr.  
 
Saturday, Sept. 7, OLM 4:00 PM For Donald Trump, requested by Karen Shaw 
Sunday, Sept. 8, OLM 8:30 AM For a Special Intention, requested by John Nappi, Jr.  
Sunday, Sept. 8, OLV 10:30 AM For Irene Vaiana, requested by Eleanor Crombie 
Sunday, Sept. 8, COS 12:30 PM For Serena Shaw, in thanksgiving for our miracle, requested by Karen Shaw  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Sept. 4: Parish Pastoral Council meeting, canceled  
Sept. 6: First Friday Mass, 5:30 PM,  St. Edmund’s, Saxtons River  
Sept. 7 & 8: Special Collection: Catholic University of America 
September 10: We welcome Fr. A. Agnel Samy HGN to Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions! 

Weekly Intention: For  the grace this 

week to grow in humility and charity. 

Bishops Annual Appeal 2019 
Thank you to those who have given to the 2019 
Bishop’s Appeal. Your gift supports a variety of 
ministries and services impacting all of our par-
ishes, including Catholic faith formation, educa-

tion, vocations, emergency aid and so much more.  We 
are 50% to our parish goal of $22,789.00, and hope you 
will consider making a gift.  To learn more visit:  
bishopsappealvt.org 
 
Married Couples Retreat  MARRIAGE: THE WIN-
DOW OFCHRIST'S LOVE TO THE WORLD WITH 
DR. SHAWN & DAWN KALIS When: October 4 - 
6, 2019   Where: Enders Island “So we are ambassa-
dors for Christ…” 2 Cor. 5:20 
The marriage covenant, as designed by God, is a reflec-
tion of His love towards the world he created. Each per-
son in a marriage, and each marriage, is unique, display-
ing the love of God in numerous and diverse ways. When 
we realize that our marriage is a revealing of the love 
within the Trinity, the very love that has been poured out 
upon us, we will be drawn into a closer and deeper rela-
tionship with God, and in turn, with our spouses. Embrac-
ing this reality has the power to transform our lives and 
our marriages, enabling us to reflect God’s love towards 
those around us as “Ambassador’s for Christ”. Please 
join us October 4-6, 2019, as we examine the scriptures, 
pray, and meditate on our relationships with Christ, each 
other, and the holy sacrament of marriage. Together, we 
will explore ways that we can all become better “Windows 
of Christ’s love to the world”!   To register go to: https://
www.endersisland.com/events/married-couples-weekend-
retreat-2?blm_aid=35187  

“The world compares me to my neighbor, but 
God compares me to my former self.” —
Matthew Kelly Taken from Resisting Happiness 

All Young Adults ages 18-39 (post high school) are 

welcome to join us for a Young Adult Retreat,  Sep-

tember 13-14 at the Dumaine Retreat Center near 

Wilmington, Vermont. Event Page: 

https://www.vermontcatholic.org/event/young-adult-

retreat-dumaine/  
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Just for Fun:  
A very rich lady was having a really big celebration at her home. Everything 
had been carefully prepared and she was giving the servants their final instruc-
tions. Several maids were to take the coats, hats and umbrellas. Others 
were to lead the guests into the main room.  
 
She told one maid:  “Luanne, I want you to stand near the 
door and call the guests’ names as they come in.”  
 
 Luanne replied:  “Oh, thank you ma’am! I’ve been wanting 
to do that for years.”    

Quote of the 
week:   
 
“It is in giving 
ourselves, in 
emerging from 
ourselves, that we 
have true joy.”  
 
~Pope Francis 

From Fr. Fred:    

           Why did Jesus Fold the Napkin? 

Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His resurrection? You may never have noticed 
this.  

The Gospel of John (20:7) tells us that the napkin, which was placed over the face of Jesus, 
was not just thrown aside like the grave clothes. The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that 
the napkin was neatly folded, and was placed at the head of that stony coffin. 

Early Sunday morning, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found 
that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of 
the tomb, and I don’t know where they have put him!” 

Peter and the other disciple ran to the tomb to see. The other disciple out ran Peter and got 
there first. He stopped and looked in and saw the linen cloth lying there, but he didn’t go in. 

Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside.  He also noticed the linen wrappings lying there, 
while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying to the side. 

Was that important? Absolutely! Is it really significant? Yes! In order to understand the signif-
icance of the folded napkin, you have to understand a little bit about Hebrew tradition of that 
day. 

The folded napkin had to do with the Master and Servant, and every Jewish boy knew this tra-
dition. When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was exactly 
the way the master wanted it. 

The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant would wait, just out of sight, until the 

master had finished eating, and the servant would not dare touch that table, until the master 
was finished.  

Now if the master were done eating, he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, his mouth, 
and clean his beard, and would wad up that napkin and toss it onto the table. The servant 
would then know to clear the table. For in those days, the wadded napkin meant, “I’m done”. 

But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid it beside his plate, the 
servant would not dare touch the table, because…… 

The folded napkin meant, “I’m coming back!” He is Coming Back!! 


