
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Oct. 5 & 6: Special Collection: Fuel #3 
Oct. 12 & 13: Special Collection: Archdiocese for 
the Military Service 
Oct. 16: Cursillo Ultreya, 7:00 PM, Cagney’s 

Saturday, October  5: Blessed Francis Xavier  Seelos; 
Blessed Virgin Mary; First Saturday  
OLM 4:00 PM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John Nappi, 
Jr.  
Sunday, Oct. 6: Respect Life Sunday  
OLM 8:30 AM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr.  
OLV 10:30 AM For Walter Meyer, by Ken and Martha 
Hoffman 
COS 12:30 PM  For Souls in Purgatory, by John Nappi, Jr. 
Monday,  Oct. 7: Our  Lady of the Rosary  
Tuesday, Oct. 8 Yom Kippur  (Jewish Day of Atone-
ment) begins at sundown 
Wednesday, Oct. 9: St. Denis and Companions; St. John 
Leonardi  
OLV 8:00 AM For Joan Engel 

Thursday, Oct. 10 
OLM 8:00 AM For Joan Engel 
Friday, Oct. 11: St. John XXIII  
OLV 8:00 AM For Joan Engel 
Saturday, Oct. 12: Blessed Virgin Mary 
OLM 8:00 AM For  Joan Engel 

 
Next weekend 
Saturday, Oct. 12 
OLM 4:00 PM For Bill and Joyce Scheuerman, by Sheila 
Scheuerman and Jeff Karlin 
Sunday, Oct. 13: Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
OLM 8:30 AM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John Nappi, Jr. 
OLV 10:30 AM For Ann Tagariello, by Arlene Tarantino 
COS 12:30 PM For Thomas Rowley, by Fr. Frank  
McMahon 

October 6, 2019      Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Offertory: August 4, 2019    OLM  $435,  OLV  $800,  COS  $695,   Total $1,930 
        August 5, 2018    OLM  $824,  OLV  $817,  COS  $828,  Total $2,469 

Reminder: weekday masses are held at OLM & OLV at 8:00am. Mass will be: Wednesday & Friday, OLV, 

8:00am and Thursday & Saturday, OLM, 8:00am. If you wish to have a mass said during the weekday, 
please use the Mass Intention Envelopes or call the Rectory at 802-387-5861. Suggested stipend amount is 
$10.00.  
 
There will be a Rosary Rally for Our Lady of Fatima at St. Michael’s in Brattleboro on Saturday, October 12th 
at 12:00 PM. Everyone is invited. 
 

The life of Jesus is a life for others. It is a life of service."—Pope Francis  
Thank you for supporting the Bishop’s Annual Appeal in the past and in this 2019 Campaign! To 
date, our parish has pledged $12,080.00 toward our goal of $22,789 or $9,944.00 left to reach 
our goal. We ask that you prayerfully consider donating to the appeal to support the Catholic 
Church in Vermont. Visit bishopsappealvt.org for more information about your gift at work. 

 
Maggie Eisenbarth, the new Respect Life Coordinator in our Diocese, has requested someone who would 
like to volunteer as the pro-life coordinator for our parish. This volunteer will be the liaison between the 
parish and the diocese and someone Maggie can reach out to. You can reach Maggie at: meisen-
b a r t h @ v e r m o n t c a t h o l i c . o r g  o r  c a l l  8 0 2 - 6 5 8 - 6 1 1 0  e x t .  1 2 0 1 .                                                                                                
“God creates every person for eternal union with Himself and continually invites us to embrace a loving 
relationship with Him. Every person is chosen.” USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 2018-19 Respect Life 
Reflection  
 
Envisioning and Acting for the World We Want -October 26 
Vermont Interfaith Power and Light's 2019 conference will be on Saturday, October 26, at Middlebury 
Congregational Church, 27 North Pleasant Street, Middlebury. The two Keynote Speakers are: Middlebury 
College Professor Molly Anderson, focusing on sustainable food systems, and The Rev. Dr. Jim Antal, au-
thor of the book Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must 
Work for Change. Questions? Contact: Betsy Hardy 802-434-3397 or email: info@vtipl.org.  Register: 
https://vtipl.org/fall-conference-2019/ 

SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: 

ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org 
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Pope Francis Speaks to Families: 
      Marriage:  The Image of God  
This sacrament [Matrimony] leads us to the heart of God’s design, which is a plan for a covenant with his 
people, with us all, a plan for communion.  At the beginning of the Book of Genesis, the first book of the 
Bible, at the culmination of the creation account, it says:  “God created man in his own image, in the image 
of God he created him;  male and female he created them….Therefore a man leaves his father and his 
mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh” (Genesis 1:27; 2:24).   
The image of God is the married couple:  the man and the woman; not only the man, not only the woman, 
but both of them together. This is the image of God: love, God’s covenant with us, is represented in that 
covenant between man and woman. And this is very beautiful! We are created in order to love, as a reflec-
tion of God and his love. And in the marital union, man and woman fulfill this vocation through their mu-
tual reciprocity and their full and definitive communion of life. 
           —General Audience,     St. Peter’s Square, April 2, 2014 

OPTIMISM 
 A cheerful frame of mind that enables a tea kettle to 
sing though in hot water up to its nose.—Anonymous 

SPEAKING OF GOD 
 Almost everything said of God is unworthy, for the 
very reason that it is capable of being said.—St. Gregory the Great 

LIVING A FAITH 

’Tis not the dying for a faith that’s so hard—every man of 
every nation has done that—’tis the living up to it that’s 
difficult.—William Makepeace Thackeray  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Jon 1:1 — 2:2, 11; Jon 2:3-5, 8; Lk 10:25-37 
Tuesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 130:1b-4ab, 7-8; Lk 10:38-42 
Wednesday: Jon 4:1-11; Ps 86:3-6, 9-10; Lk 11:1-4 
Thursday: Mal 3:13-20b; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:5-13 
Friday: Jl 1:13-15; 2:1-2; Ps 9:2-3, 6, 16, 8-9;  
 Lk 11:15-26 
Saturday: Jl 4:12-21; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 11:27-28 
Sunday: 2 Kgs 5:14-17; Ps 98:1-4; 2 Tm 2:8-13;  
 Lk 17:11-19 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Sometimes human relationships go awry, but Christ’s choice for us is irrevocable. In marriage celebrations, the Church 
always recalls God’s faithfulness to help prepare married couples for enduring the inevitable rough spots. The Byzantine litur-
gy does this by adorning the couple with crowns that remind them of the martyr’s crown. The couple therefore takes on a 
vocation of witnessing to the sacredness of life in all of its suffering and joy, and of keeping their eyes fixed on the banquet of 
heaven. 
 In Eastern theology, people have a liturgical vocation to give God praise, and marriage fits within that plan. It is not so 
much saying prayers that counts, but becoming prayer. Interestingly, in this liturgy the couple never utters a word other than 
joining in the community’s chants; there are no marriage vows as such. There is therefore not a hint of our Western Christian 
sense that marriage is a legal contract. Rather, it is all about living out one’s baptismal vocation, embracing the cross, pouring 
oneself out in love, and opening to the grace of the Holy Spirit. —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Holy Mass  

Jesus offers Himself: 

The Holy Mass is, first of all, a holy celebration, because it is Christ who acts in the person of a priest. Jesus Christ of-
fers himself for us, as he offered on the Cross. Hence, we say that Mass is the same sacrifice of Jesus Christ, offered on 
the altar in a bloodless manner. Just like Jesus offered his body and blood on the Cross, he offers for us on the altar. The 
difference is that Jesus offered himself visibly on the Cross but on our altar, He offers himself invisibly and in a blood-
less manner, hidden under the appearance of bread and wine. 

Faith matters: 

A Catholic, who says that she/he loves Christ would not fail to love the Mass. To love the Mass does not mean just be-
ing present and nothing more; it means to be present with faith and devotion and to take part actively in the Mass realiz-
ing that it is the Sacrifice of the Cross being renewed on the altar. Participation in the Mass involves basically our faith. 
Without faith, all that one would see on the altar is just bread and wine; just gestures, symbols and nothing more. It is 
only through faith, we acknowledge that at the consecration of the bread and wine, they are changed into the body and 
blood of Jesus Christ. If one would come for Mass without faith, the person would easily feel bored or get distracted. 
Without faith, one would fail to understand what Christ’s death on the Cross would mean for us. Hence Faith is the most 
required disposition when we come to participate in the Mass. 

To be continued…                

     Fr. A. Agnel Samy HGN 


