
SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: 
Saturday, November  30:  
OLM 4:00 PM For our blessing, Tiffany Palmer, by Loli-
ta Palmer 
COS 4:30 PM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr. 
COS 6:00 PM For Bill and Joyce Scheuerman, by Sheila 
Scheuerman and Jeff Karlin 
Sunday, December  1: First Sunday of Advent; World 
AIDS Awareness Day 
OLM 8:30 AM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John  
Nappi, Jr.  
OLV 10:30 AM For Irene Victoria, by Ana Maria 
Birlescu 
COS 12:30 PM For Sue Driscoll, by Dcn. Jerry Driscoll 
Monday,  December  2:  
Tuesday, December  3: St. Francis Xavier 
Wednesday, December  4: St. John Damascene 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Thomas Rowley 
Thursday, December  5:  
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Alicia Glennon by Mary 
Tyler 

Friday, December  6: St. Nicholas 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Thomas Rowley by Fr. 
Frank McMahon 
Saturday, December  7: First Saturday Mass  
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Rick and Liz Morton, by 
Kerry Morton 
 
Next weekend 
Saturday, December  7: St. Ambrose; First Saturday; Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day 
OLM 4:00 PM For Stanley Rosinski, by Marianne and 
Frank Sanders 
COS 4:30 PM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr. 
Sunday, December  8:  
OLM 8:30 AM For Terry Tyler, by Mary Tyler 
OLV 10:30 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. 
Larson             
COS 12:30 PM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John  
Nappi, Jr. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Dec. 5: Finance Council meeting, Rectory, 6:30PM 
Dec. 6: Adoration and rosary, St. Edmund’s of Can-
terbury Church, Saxtons River, 4:30 PM. 
Dec. 7: First Saturday Mass, Rectory Chapel, 
9:00AM 
Dec. 7 & 8: Special Collection: Retirement Fund 
for Religious 
Dec. 9: Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Mass: 
OLM 8:00AM 

Cursillo Manual PIETY  
The Layperson carries out the mission to which the 
person has been called by his or her baptism with-
in the harmony of the person’s piety, study, and 
action. We grow closer in our relationship with 
God through authentic piety. It is a life which arises 
out of our personal relationship with God. This re-
lationship has four facets: a) the life of grace, b) 
conscious, c) growing, and d) shared. The life of 
Grace is the life of Christ in us.  We need to be con-
scious that we are sons and daughters of the Fa-
ther, sisters and brothers of Christ, living as a mem-
ber of the Mystical Body of Christ. It is a life of 
Grace that is shared--being open to people, shar-
ing with them the reason for our joy and happi-
ness : God loves us. 
We practice our piety by: a) Offering all our works 

to God, b) Meditation on the truth of Christ real-

ized in our lives, c) Through the Mass, d) through 

the reception of Communion, e) Visits to the 

Blessed Sacrament, and many other forms.  

December 1, 2019      First Sunday of Advent  

Offertory: September  22, 2019   OLM  $473,  OLV  $7854,  COS  $599,   Total $1,926 
            September 23, 2018    OLM  $516,  OLV  $571,  COS  $792,  Total $1,879 

Remembrance 
You can continue to carry on your own good work 
for Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions 
they serve by remembering them in your will. To 
do so, simply make a bequest of whatever you 
wish to: Our Lady of Mercy, PO Box 246, Putney, 
VT 05346 
 
Retirement Fund for Religious 
Give in thanksgiving. “The nuns left lasting impres-
sions on me,” writes a donor.  “I shall always be 
grateful for my Catholic education.”  Please join in 
thanking the thousands of senior Catholic sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests who worked 
tirelessly to educate the young and serve those in 
need. Next week’s second collection is for the Re-
tirement Fund for Religious, which helps hundreds 
of religious communities care for aging members. 
Please give generously.  

 
Thanks to the generosity of parish-
ioners throughout the state, 296 
families, including 594 children, 
were helped through the 2018 Ap-
peal. Last year, Jen, Tom, and their 

four children received a food card and a gift card.  
They were overwhelmed and said,  “God bless you. 
This is like magic. Thank you.” 
 Together we can ease the financial burdens 
of our neighbors and bring the miracle of Our Sav-
ior’s birth to them. Thank you for your prayers and 
for your continued support.  



 
 
 
  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Is 4:2-6; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1 
Sunday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Rom 15:4-9; Mt 3:1-12 

The Holy Mass   (continuation..) 

  The Preparation of the Gifts: 

 During the early history of Christianity, 
each brought from their homes bread and wine to 
be offered in the Church and subsequently to be 
distributed for the participants and the poor. Simi-
larly, today, bread and wine, as the fruit of peo-
ple’s hard work, are brought to the altar, to be of-
fered to God. Besides, members of the parish take 
up a collection from the assembly and bring it to 
the altar, as a sign of their sacrifice, to be used for 
the pastoral needs and the poor. The bread and 
wine and the monetary offering are the symbols of 
our hard work, our needs, our struggles and even 
our own weaknesses. The priest, then, mixes a 
drop of water with wine, reciting a prayer, “By the 
mystery of this water and wine may we come to 
share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled him-
self to share in our humanity”. Having offered the 
bread and wine and prior to consecrating them, so 
that they may be transformed into the Body and 
Blood of Christ, the priest washes the fingers, 
praying to God for his purification, “Wash me, O 
Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me from my 
sin”. Finally, he invites the assembly to pray that 
the sacrifice might be acceptable to God. 

 

To be continued… 

Pope Francis Speaks to Families (Marriage)  

  
         A Craftsman’s Task 
 
arriage is...an everyday task, I could say a 
craftsman’s task, a goldsmith’s work, because 

the husband has the duty of making the wife 
more of a woman, and the wife has the duty of 
making the husband more of a man. Growing al-
so in humanity, as a man and woman. And this 
you do together. This does not come out of thin 
air! The Lord blesses it, but it comes from your 
hands, from your attitudes, from your way of lov-
ing each other. To make us grow!  
 Always act so that the other may grow. Work 
at this. And thus, I don’t know, I am thinking of 
you that one day you will walk along the streets 
of your town and people will say, “Look at that 
beautiful woman, so strong!...With the husband 
that she has, it’s understandable!” And to you, 
too:  “Look at him and how he is!...With the wife 
he has, I can understand why!”  It’s this, reaching 
this point: making one another grow together, 
one another. And the children will have the in-
heritance of having a father and a mother who 
grew together, making each other—one anoth-
er—more of a man and more of a woman! 
 
—Address to Engaged Couples, St. Peter’s Square, 
February 14, 2014 

HOPEFUL EXPECTATION 
 Our liturgical year begins with the season of Advent—a time of hopeful expectation of the coming of 
the Lord. On the First Sunday of Advent we look forward to the end of time when we will awaken to the 
dawn of Christ’s new day.  
 Today we hear Isaiah speak of a day when God’s power will have brought universal peace and God’s 
Word will have instructed all people, radiating God’s “light” (teachings) into all of human society. Only 
when humanity walks “in the light of the Lord” (Isaiah 2:5), when all people desire to be instructed “in 
[God’s] ways” (Isaiah 2:3), will the world be set aright and our deepest longings fulfilled. The reading 
from Romans calls us to “awake from sleep” for this final “day is at hand” (Romans 13:11, 12). Together 
this Sunday’s scriptures proclaim our Christian faith that Jesus is the One who will finally come to fulfill 
God’s plan of salvation. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

ADVENT 
 Let’s approach Christmas with an expectant hush, 
rather than a last-minute rush. 
—Anonymous 

 
TIME OF PREPARATION 
 This life is the time of our preparation for our future 
state. Our souls will continue for ever what we make 
them in this world.  
—John Tillotson, Archbishop of Canterbury  
 

December 1, 2019 
“You . . . must be prepared, for at an hour you do not ex-
pect, the Son of Man will come.”— Matthew 24:44 


