
SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: 
Saturday, December  7: St. Ambrose; First Saturday; Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Day 
OLM 4:00 PM For Stanley Rosinski, by Marianne and 
Frank Sanders 
COS 4:30 PM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr. 
Sunday, December  8:  
OLM 8:30 AM For Terry Tyler, by Mary Tyler 
OLV 10:30 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. 
Larson             
COS 12:30 PM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John  
Nappi, Jr 
Monday, December  9: Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary  
Tuesday, December  10: International Human Rights Day  
Wednesday, December  11: St. Damasus I 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Angeles and Adres Avila, 
by Yoli Gochenour 

Thursday, December  12: Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For a Special Intention, by John 
Nappi, Jr.  
Friday, December  13: St. Lucy 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Matthew Hulick, by Mollie 
Muldaur 
 
Next weekend 
Saturday, December  14: St. John of the Cross  
OLM 4:00 PM For Pendy Cabiluna, by Yoli Gochenour 
COS 4:30 PM For Tom Rowley, by Fr. Frank McMahon 
Sunday, December  15: Third Sunday of Advent  
OLM 8:30 AM For Larry Hounchell (deceased), by Kerry 
Morton 
OLV 10:30 AM For Margaret and William Schaefer, by 
Eleanor Crombie           
COS 12:30 PM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
Dec. 7 & 8: Special Collection: Retirement Fund for Religious 
Dec. 9: Feast of the Immaculate Conception, Mass: OLM 8:00AM 
Dec. 15: Christmas Concert, OLV, 6:00PM 
Dec. 18: Cursillo Ultreya, at the Anderbergs, 6:30PM 
Dec. 20: Penance Service, Anointing/ Healing Service, OLV, 5:45 PM 

Weekly Intention: For the grace of repentance and for freedom from all that impedes our readiness for 
the Kingdom of heaven.         ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org 

December 8, 2019        Second Sunday of Advent  

Offertory: September  29, 2019   OLM  $482,  OLV  $617,  COS  $378,   Total $1,477 
            September 30, 2018    OLM  $751,  OLV  $673,  COS  $571,  Total $1,995 

Retirement Fund for Religious 
Support aging religious. Our second collection is for the Retirement Fund for Religious. Many senior Cath-
olic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests served for little or no pay. Today, religious communities 
often do not have enough savings to meet retirement needs. Your gift helps provide medications, nurs-
ing care, and more for tens of thousands of elderly religious. It also helps ensure younger members can 
continue the good works of their elders. Please be generous.  

Dental Mission to Nandyal      October 30 to November 12, 2020 
 Come join us* on our mission to the area’s poor! Lack of good dental care is a major concern…
you can help.  Studies across India showed that over 30% of the sampled had untreated cavities and 
over 50% had periodontal disease. We will be working at a training school for future dentists and its out-
lying clinics and will be assisted by some local students and dentists.  
 We will fly into Hyderbad, spend a day there relaxing…site seeing then, bus to Nandyal. We ex-
pect to see approximately 1,000 patients, cleaning, filling and extracting teeth. Also, we will be providing 
fluoride treatments for children 5-12. In addition to trained dental care individuals, we will need un-
trained supporters and a pharmacist. A priest will join us. In our efforts we have been and will continue 
to be helped by Tom Chitta and his wife, Gheeta, founders of Foundation for Children in Need, dedicat-
ed to helping abandoned Indian girls. 
 While it is too soon to have definite costs, we are projecting total individual costs of around 
$2,500, plus $500 for an optional tour of north India. 
 Contact: Jacob Schroeder,  fomi06@gmail.com 
*Friends of the Mission is an all-volunteer independent, lay Catholic, short-term missionary organization, 
whose team members for the most part, pay for the mission’s costs. A 501©(3), and founded close to 25 
years ago, we have brought missions to 13 countries and assisted some 50,000 people. 



 
 
 
  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;  
 Lk 1:26-38 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3, 10ac, 11-13;  
 Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
 Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,  
 or any readings from the Common of the  
 Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19;  
 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-10; Jas 5:7-10;  
 Mt 11:2-11 

The Holy Mass   (continuation..)   Part Three: Liturgy of the Eucharist: 

The Eucharistic Prayer: 
 The long prayer forms the heart of our faith. There are four Forms of the Eucharistic prayer. Consider-
ing the time factor, we, generally use the second Form, which is the shortest, for the daily Mass and some-
times for the Sunday Mass. The other three Forms are a little longer and they are used for solemn and fes-
tive days. Even though they differ in length, all have the same structure: We call upon God to remember all 
the wonderful saving deeds in salvation history. We recall the central event fulfilled by Jesus Christ and in 
particular the memorial he left us on the night before he died. Thus, we recall his passion, death, and resur-
rection; and after gratefully calling to mind all the wonderful saving acts, God has done for us in the past, 
we petition God to continue those deeds of Christ in the present: we pray that we may become one body, 
one spirit in Christ. 
 
 The Eucharistic prayer begins with the Preface, with a kind of dialogue between the presiding priest 
and the assembly. First, the priest greets the people saying, “The Lord be with you”. He, then, asks the peo-
ple to approach the table of the Lord with the invitation, “Lift up your hearts” and the people respond, “We 
lift them up to the Lord”. Again, the priest asks the people to give thanks to the Lord and the people re-
spond, “It is right and just”. 

 The preface introduces us into the central part of the Eucharistic prayer, concluding with the joyful and 
enthusiastic words, “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God …” With faith and fervor we join the Angels and Saints in 
praising God with these words, for the marvelous gift, He is going to give us at the Eucharistic table. 

To be continued… 

Pope Francis Speaks to Families (Marriage)  
There Will be Crosses! 

t is normal for husband and wife to argue—it’s normal. It always happens. But my advice is this: never let the day 
end without having first made peace. Never! A small gesture is sufficient. Thus the journey may continue. Mar-

riage is a symbol of life, real life—it is not “fiction”! It is the sacrament of the love of Christ and the Church, a love 
which finds its proof and guarantee in the cross. My desire for you is that you have a good journey, a fruitful one, 
growing in love. I wish you happiness. There will be crosses! But the Lord is always there to help us move forward. 
 
—Homily at Mass for the Rite of Marriage, St. Peter’s Square, September 14, 2014 

SAINT JUAN DIEGO (1474-1548)  December 9 
 How well Mary’s own words describe Juan Diego: “God has cast down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up 
the lowly” (Luke 1:52). Through him, for the diverse peoples of the Americas, indigenous and immigrant, the Mother of 
God became known as their Mother, too. Cuauhtlatzin, his given name, means “One Who Speaks Like an Eagle,” and 
Juan Diego faithfully delivered the Virgin’s request that a church be built at Tepeyac where she had appeared to him. To 
the skeptical bishop’s request for a sign, Our Lady showed Juan Diego roses blooming through stony ground, despite 
winter’s cold. When he unfolded his tilma to present them to the bishop, imprinted there was Mary’s image! Her blue 
sash and the flower over her womb were traditional Aztec symbols of pregnancy and new life. But her features were 
those of a mestiza, indicating mixed Aztec-European heritage. Thus to peoples too easily prone to a “clash of cultures,” 
Our Lady of Guadalupe remains the enduring icon of unity-in-diversity, the fruit of our one baptism into Jesus, her Son. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

JUSTICE AND OBEDIENCE 
 Justice is the insurance we have on our lives, and 
obedience is the premium we pay for it. 
—William Penn, English Quaker 

 
POSSIBILITIES 
 Nothing is impossible for God and his Blessed Moth-
er. 
—Don Bosco  
 

December 8, 2019 
The earth shall be filled with knowledge of the Lord, as 
water covers the sea.  
— Isaiah 11:9 


