
SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: 
Saturday, January 11:  
OLM 4:00 PM For Conchita Cabiluna, by Yoli 
Gochenour 
COS 4:30 PM For Ray Perry, by Frank and Marianne 
Sanders 
Sunday, January 12:  
OLM 8:30 AM For Wendy Bellis, by Kerry Morton 
OLV 10:30 AM For Polly McAllister, by her family 
COS 12:30 PM For the Shaw family, by Karen Shaw 
Monday, January 13: First Week in Ordinary Time; St. 
Hilary  
Tuesday, January 14:  
Wednesday, January 15: 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM  For Thomas Rowley 
Thursday, January 16: 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jef-
frey F. Larson 
Friday, January 17: St. Anthony  

Valley Cares, Saxtons River (upper living room) 11:00 AM 
For Samuel Hulick, by Mollie Muldaur 
  
Next weekend 
Saturday, January 18: Blessed Virgin Mary; Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity begins  
OLM 4:00 PM For Ruth Gorius, by her family 
COS 4:30 PM For all priests, Bishops and the Pope, by 
Karen Shaw 
COS 6:00 PM For everyone in the whole world, by 
Karen Shaw 
Sunday, January 19: The Baptism of the Lord  
OLM 8:30 AM For Dolores Konchalski, by Kerry 
Morton 
OLV 10:30 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. 
Larson 
COS 12:30 PM For Jed Vaughan, by Barbara and Bill 
Schwaner 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Jan. 15: Cursillo Ultreya, at the Anderbergs’, 6:30PM 
Jan. 16: Finance Council Meeting, 6:30PM, Rectory 
Jan. 17: Adoration, 3 PM, OLV 

January 12, 2020       The Baptism of the Lord  

Offertory: October  20, 2019   OLM  $502,  OLV  $668,  COS  $376,   Total $1,546 
            October 21, 2018    OLM  $491,  OLV  $403,  COS  $422,  Total $1,316 

Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions Annual Appeal 2019-2020:  Goal $42,000.00  Contributions to Date: 
$7,590.00 Balance Remaining $34,410.00. Thank you to all who have made a contribution. There are envelopes in the back of the 
church if you did not receive one in the mail. Donations can be sent to: Our Lady of Mercy Rectory, PO Box 246, Putney, VT 
05346 
 
Maggie Eisenbarth, the new Respect Life Coordinator in our Diocese, has requested someone to volunteer as the pro-life coordina-
tor for our parish. This volunteer will be the liaison between the parish and the diocese and someone Maggie can reach out to. You 
can reach Maggie at: meisenbarth@vermontcatholic.org or call 802-658-6110 ext. 1201. 
“God creates every person for eternal union with Himself and continually invites us to embrace a loving relationship with Him. 
Every person is chosen.”  
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities 2018-19 Respect Life Reflection  
 
Remembrance 
You can continue to carry on your own good work for Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions they serve by remembering 
them in your will. To do so, simply make a bequest of whatever you wish to: Our Lady of Mercy, PO Box 246, Putney, VT 05346 
 
“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”~ Mt. 25:40 
In years past our Parish has gifted to those incarcerated at Springfield Prison (SSCF) needed items. This program took place during 
Advent. We are now allowed to contribute throughout  the year to those in need, so we are asking for donations of most needed 
items which happen to be men’s white socks and t-shirts. Leave them at the Church or give them to Deacon Anderberg who will 
get them to the Prison.  Thank you for your help. 
 
Life is Precious Washington D.C. Trip 2020!  
Dates:  January 23-26.  Trip will include Rally for Life with thousands of other teens, March for Life with hundreds of thousands, 
National Mall Museums, National Basilica and more! Cost:  $175 — submit $50 non-refundable deposit by November 1.  Submit 
full deposit by January 1, 2020 (non-refundable after January 1).  Checks made payable to the Diocese of Burlington Departure 
from Rice Memorial:  7:30 p.m., January 23 Return:  Late afternoon/early evening on January 26. To register please go to https://
www.vermontcatholic.org/event/life-is-precious-2020/ 

ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org 

UNITY 
Unity is vision; it must have been part of the process of learning 
to see.―Henry Adams 
 

JANUARY 12, 2020 
A voice came from the heavens, saying, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.”  — Matthew 3:17 

Bishops Annual Appeal 2019 Thank you to those who 
have given to the 2019 Bishop’s Appeal. Your gift supports 
a variety of ministries and services impacting all of our 
parishes, including Catholic faith formation, education, 
vocations, emergency aid and so much more.  We are 62% 
to our parish goal of $22,789.00, and hope you will consid-
er making a gift. To learn more visit: bishopsappealvt.org 

mailto:meisenbarth@vermontcatholic.org
https://www.vermontcatholic.org/event/life-is-precious-2020/
https://www.vermontcatholic.org/event/life-is-precious-2020/


The Holy Mass  

 Part Three: Liturgy of the Eucharist 

With the prayer of glory and doxology, “Through Him, 
with Him and in Him…” the Eucharistic prayer comes to 
an end. Now we begin our immediate preparation to re-
ceive the nourishing spiritual food, the Body and Blood 
of Christ. 
 
Communion Rite: 
 
1: As a first step of our preparation, we pray as Our Lord 
has taught his disciples to pray. Taught by him, we dare 
to call God, who is almighty and who created heaven 
and earth, as our Father. 
 
2: We continue to pray that we may be freed from every 
evil and that Jesus may consider favorably our faith, ra-
ther than our sinfulness and fill us with his peace, which 
he imparted to his disciples, after his resurrection. Prayer 
for peace is important at this juncture, because the word 
“Communion” means “union with” God and with one 
another. Having prayed for peace, as a sign and gesture 
of our union, we offer the sign of peace with each other. 
 
3: Since by receiving of the Eucharist, we are going to 
receive Jesus Christ, we invoke Jesus to purify our soul 
by praying “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world, have mercy on us…” 
 
 

To be continued….. 
 

Pope Francis Speaks to Families      

(Mothers and Fathers)  

Rules for the Journey: “Thank you” 
 

 “Thank you.” It seems so easy to say 

these words, but we know that it is not. But it is 
important! We teach it to children, but then we 
ourselves forget it! Gratitude is an important senti-
ment!...An old woman once said it to me in Buenos 
Aires, “Gratitude is a flower that grows on a noble 
ground.” Nobility of soul is necessary so that this 
flower might grow.  
 
 Do you remember the Gospel of Luke? Je-
sus heals ten lepers and then only one returns to 
say thank you to Jesus. The Lord says, “And the 
other nine, where are they?” (cf. Luke 17:11-19). 
This also holds true for us: do we know how to 
give thanks? In your relationship, and tomorrow in 
married life, it is important to keep alive the aware-
ness that the other person is a gift from God—and 
for the gifts of God we say thank you, we must al-
ways give thanks for them. And in this interior atti-
tude one says “thank you” to the other for every-
thing. It is not a kind word to use with strangers, to 
show you are polite. You need to know how to say 
thank you in order to go forward in a good way 
together in married life.  
—Address to Engaged Couples,  

St. Peter’s Square, February 14, 2014 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14‑20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;  
 Mk 1:21‑28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;  
 Mk 1:29‑39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;  
 Mk 1:40‑45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1‑12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;  
 Mk 2:13‑17 
Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;  
 Jn 1:29-34 

SAINT HILARY (c. 315-367)  January 13 
 
 Born in Poitiers, France, whose populace would 
later elect him bishop, Hilary, married and a father, 
was converted from paganism to Christianity through 
his reading of scripture. The focus of his prayerful 
study was the Prologue to the Gospel according to 
John, which portrays Jesus as the divine Logos, eter-
nally begotten of the Father. As a result, Hilary be-
came in the words of the biblical scholar Jerome, 
“the Latin Trumpet against the Arians,” heretics who 
believed Jesus to be merely human, not divine. In 
defense of Christ’s divinity, Hilary was not only elo-
quent in debate but utterly fearless in the face of re-
lentless persecution and even exile. Thus by the wit-
ness of his own discipleship, Hilary taught that faith 
in Jesus as the divine Son of God has consequences. 
Reflecting on Jesus’ challenge to his disciples, “You 
are the salt of the earth” (Matthew 5:13), Hilary 
notes that, as salt both preserves from corruption and 
adds savor to food, so must the faithful disciple bear 
a witness that, by word and example, leads others to 
immortality and virtuous living. 
 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 

CERTAINTY 
 
The Son of God died; it is by all means to be believed be-
cause it is absurd. And he was buried and rose again; it is 
certain because it is impossible.—Tertullian 

 
PEACE 
 
We should have great peace if we did not busy ourselves 
with what others say and do.—Thomas à Kempis 


