
SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: 
Saturday, January 18: Blessed Virgin Mary; Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity begins  
OLM 4:00 PM For Ruth Gorius, by her family 
COS 4:30 PM For all priests, Bishops and the Pope, by 
Karen Shaw 
COS 6:00 PM For everyone in the whole world, by 
Karen Shaw 
Sunday, January 19: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
Julian Calendar Theophany (Epiphany) 
OLM 8:30 AM For Dolores Konchalski, by Kerry 
Morton 
OLV 10:30 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. 
Larson 
COS 12:30 PM For Jed Vaughan, by Barbara and Bill 
Schwaner 
Monday, January 20: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian; Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day 
Tuesday, January 21: St. Agnes 
Wednesday, January 22: Day of Prayer for the Legal 
Protection of Unborn Children 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM  For Fr. Frank McMahon, by  
Jeffrey F. Larson 

Thursday, January 23: St. Vincent; St. Marianne Cope 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Joan Engel 
Friday, January 24: St. Francis de Sales 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jef-
frey F. Larson 
 
Next weekend 
Saturday, January 25: The Conversion of St. Paul;  
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends 
OLM 4:00 PM For the Soul of Earnest Palmer Sr., by 
Lolita Palmer 
COS 4:30 PM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. 
Larson 
Sunday, January 26: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
Sunday of the Word of God; Catholic Schools Week 
OLM 8:30 AM For a Special Intention, by John  
Nappi, Jr. 
OLV 10:30 AM For Marie Moore, by Dcn. Richard 
and Daisy Anderberg 
COS 12:30 PM For thanks...for all the many blessings, 
by Karen Shaw 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Jan. 18 & 19: Special Collection: Catholic Educa-
tion 
Jan. 25 & 26: Special Collection: Church in Latin 

Weekly Intention:  For  the grace this week 

to keep our eyes on Jesus Christ, the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Cursillo Manual 
  Apostolic Action 
 The exercising of the power of Love, Love of 
God and Love of our neighbor for God, that is based on 
exercising those supernatural and human powers that 
impel us to spread the Kingdom of God.  It is taking 
Christian actions (visiting the sick, delivering food, giv-
ing rides etc.) a step further. It becomes apostolic when 
we become instruments of the Lord by bringing the 
Good News (that God in Jesus Christ loves each of us) 
and others become aware of Christ in their life. 
 We best do this by making a friend – an act of 

will, and we take the courage to take the first step.  All 

we need is the desire to become friendly.  Then we be-

come friends -- It takes time to become a true friend 

interested in welfare, dignity, and troubles of another. 

Finally we bring our friends to Christ, which can only 

be done for Christ, in Christ, and like Christ.  I must 

give witness to my life in Christ, and show that I am 

trying to live the life I am talking about. 
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January 19, 2020      Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Offertory: December  8, 2019   OLM  $249,  OLV  $750,  COS  $742,   Total $1,741 
            December 9, 2018    OLM  $549,  OLV  $466,  COS  $783,  Total $1,798 

FORGIVNESS                                                                      
 The only true forgiveness is that which is offered and 
extended even before the offender has apologized and 
sought it.—Søren Kierkegaard  

I will make you a light to the nations,  
 that my salvation may reach to the ends  
  of the earth. — Isaiah 49:6b 

Catholic Life Conference   
Coming March 21, 2020 to the Mass Mutual Center in 
Springfield! The Catholic Life Conference is preparing a 
fabulous day for all Catholics, men and women, young 
and old, alike. Featuring speakers Scott Hahn, Hudson 
Byblow, and Trish Short, plus a full children’s program 
including the performance of the famously wacky duo, 
Popple. Conference cost is $50.00 for adults and $15 for 
students and children, with a household maximum of 
$150. Register at www.catholiclifeconference.org or 
pick up a brochure in the church to mail in your check. 
Get ready for a day to fill you up and change you forev-
er!  
 
Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions An-
nual Appeal 2019-2020:   
Goal $42,000.00  Contributions to Date: $14,790.00  
Balance Remaining $27,210.00.  
Thank you to all who have made a contribution. There 
are envelopes in the back of the church if you did not 
receive one in the mail. Donations can be sent to: Our 
Lady of Mercy Rectory, PO Box 246, Putney, VT 05346 

http://www.catholiclifeconference.org


The Holy Mass  Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Table of The Lord 
 
Communion is the word, we use, when we partici-
pate at the table of The Lord. This word is derived 
from two Latin words: com (which means “with, 
together”) + unus (which means “oneness, union”). 
The Latin root of Communion is communionem, 
meaning “fellowship, mutual participation or shar-
ing”. 
 
Meaning of Communion: 
 
Literally, it means “sharing”. The Lord is sharing 
himself with us and we all share our fellowship with 
one another at the table of The Lord. As St. Paul 
says in his first letter to the Corinthians, when speak-
ing of sharing the bread as the body of Christ, “The 
cup of blessing which we bless, is it not a participa-
tion in the blood of Christ? The bread which we 
break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 
Because there is one bread, we who are many are 
one body, for we all partake of the one 
bread” (1Corinthians 10:16 17). 
 
Thanks to St. Paul, the word “Communion” has been 
in use from 57 A.D., when he wrote his first letter to 
the Corinthians. He calls each member of the com-
munity at Corinth to self-examine before partaking 
of The Lord’s Supper: “Let a man examine himself, 
and so eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup” (1Corinthians 11:28). What remains absolutely 
central is the concept of Communion in the coming 
together as one body to share in the one bread, over-
coming all distinctions and barriers. 
 
Communion is not merely coming together in unity. 
Jesus gathers his people together at his table and 
then he sends us out to feed and clothe and comfort 
others: “I was hungry and you gave me food… as 
you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, 
you did it to me” (Matthew 25:35-40). 

Pope Francis Speaks to Families      

 Rules for the Journey: “I’m Sorry” 
 
 In life we er r  frequently; we make many mis-
takes. We all do…Perhaps not a day goes by without mak-
ing some mistake. The Bible says that the just man sins 
seven times a day (cf. Proverbs 24:16). And thus, we 
make mistakes. Hence the need to use these simple words:  
“I’m sorry.” In general, each of us is ready to accuse the 
other and to justify ourselves. This began with our father 
Adam, when God asks him, “Adam, have you eaten of the 
fruit?” “Me? No! It was her, she gave it to me!” (cf. Gene-
sis 3:11-14). Accusing the other to avoid saying “I’m sor-
ry,” “Forgive me”—it’s an old story! It is an instinct that 
stands at the origin of so many disasters. Let us learn to 
acknowledge our mistakes and to ask for forgiveness. 
 In this way, too, a Christian family grows. We all 
know that the perfect family does not exist, nor a perfect 
husband or wife….we won’t even speak about a perfect 
mother-in-law. We sinners exist. Jesus, who knows us 
well, teaches us a secret: don’t let a day end without ask-
ing forgiveness, without peace returning to our home, to 
our family. It is normal for husband and wife to quar-
rel….Perhaps you were mad, perhaps plates flew, but 
please remember this: never let the sun go down without 
making peace! Never, never, never! This is a secret, a se-
cret for maintaining love and making peace. 
 Pretty words are not necessary….Sometimes just 
a simple gesture and…peace is made. Never let a day 
end…for if you let the day end without making peace, the 
next day what is inside of you is cold and hardened, and it 
is even more difficult to make peace. Remember: never let 
the sun go down without making peace! If we learn to say 
sorry and ask one another for forgiveness, the marriage 
will last and move forward. When elderly couples, cele-
brating fifty years together, come to audiences or Mass 
here at Santa Marta, I ask them, “Who supported whom?” 
This beautiful! Everyone looks at each other; they look at 
me and say, “Both!” And this is beautiful! This is a beau-
tiful witness! 
—Address to Engaged Couples, St. Peter’s Square, Febru-
ary 14, 2014 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Ps 89:20-22, 27-28;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;  
 Mk 3:1-6, or any of a number of readings  
 for the Day of Prayer 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Ps 56:2-3, 9-13;  
 Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Ps 57:2-4, 6, 11; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;  
 Mk 16:15-18 
Sunday: Is 8:23 — 9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17]  

SAINT AGNES (died 304)  January 21 
 Writing about Saint Agnes in the year 377, Saint Ambrose, 
Bishop of Milan, declared: “This is a virgin’s birthday into 
heaven: let us imitate her chastity! And a martyr’s heavenly 
birthday: let us offer ourselves in sacrifice!” Chastity: mastery 
of oneself in order to give of oneself whether in the priestly, 
religious, married, or single state. Sacrifice: “to make holy,” to 
set someone or something apart for service. Ambrose knew 
these virtues indispensable for discipleship, but challenging to 
practice in his world—or our own. Barely a teenager, Agnes 
faced gruesome tortures bravely and, when ordered to worship 
pagan gods, boldly made the Sign of the Cross instead. Thus, 
her youthful courage strengthened adult believers who wavered 
under persecution or grew indifferent when persecutions 
passed. To bestow on Agnes its highest honor and keep her wit-
ness fresh in believers’ hearts, the Church inscribed her name at 
the heart of the Eucharistic liturgy, in the Roman Canon 
(Eucharistic Prayer I), until Vatican II the Roman Church’s 
only Eucharistic Prayer.—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

BEND, DON’T BREAK                                             
 When you encounter difficulties and contradictions, 
do not try to break them, but bend them with gentleness 
and time.—St. Francis de Sales 


