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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: 
Saturday, March 7: Ss. Perpetua and Felicity; Fir st 
Saturday  
OLM 4:00 PM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr.  
COS 4:30 PM For Frank and Billy Zimmermann, by the 
Zimmermann family 
Sunday, March 8: Second Sunday of Lent; Daylight  
Saving Time begins; International Women’s Day 
OLM 8:30 AM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John  
Nappi, Jr. 
OLV 10:30 AM For Carron Scaplen and the Scaplen fami-
ly, by William Scaplen 
COS 12:30 PM For a Special Intention, by John Nappi, Jr.  
  
Monday, March 9: St. Frances of Rome; Purim (Jewish 
observance) begins at sunset 
Tuesday, March 10:  
Wednesday, March 11:  
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jef-
frey F. Larson 

Thursday, March 12: 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jef-
frey F. Larson 
Friday, March 13: Abstinence 
Rectory Chapel 9:00 AM  For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jef-
frey F. Larson 
 
Next weekend 
Saturday, March 14:  

OLM 4:00 PM For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. Lar-
son 
COS 4:30 PM For the Kubicki family, by Paul and Marie 
Pustorino 
Sunday, March 15: Third Sunday of Lent  
OLM 8:30 AM For the Souls in Purgatory, by John Nappi, 
Jr.  
OLV 10:30 AM For Julia Dube, by Dan Daigler 
COS 12:30 PM For For Fr. Frank McMahon, by Jeffrey F. 
Larson 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
March 7 & 8: Special Collection: Easter Flowers 
March 13: Stations of the Cross, OLM 3:00 PM, Every Friday through Lent  
March 13: Stations of the Cross, OLV 5:00 PM, Every Friday night through 

Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions Annual Appeal 2019-2020:  Goal $42,000.00  Contributions 
to Date: $29,115.00 Balance Remaining $12,885.00. Thank you to all who have made a contribution. There are en-
velopes in the back of the church if you did not receive one in the mail. Donations can be sent to: Our Lady of Mer-
cy Rectory, PO Box 246, Putney, VT 05346 
 

3rd Annual Catholic Men's Conference - Saturday, March 28th  St. Anthony's 
Church - White River Junction. Price is $40.00 per person, under the age of 21, $20.00 
per person. The keynote Speaker is retired Air Force Captain, Guy Gruters. Cpt. 
Gruters is a decorated Vietnam War veteran who spent 5 1/2 years as a POW in Vi-
etnam, and a lifetime Catholic.  Other speakers include Monsignor John McDermott 
and Mr. Paul Kendall.  There will also be opportunities for confession, Eucharistic Ad-
oration, lunch, fellowship, and Mass with Bishop Coyne.  Registration and more infor-
mation at www.vermontcatholic.org/men  

March 8, 2020       Second Sunday of Lent 

Offertory: February 9, 2020   OLM  $211,  OLV  $549,  COS  $1,356,   Total $2,116 
            February 10, 2019    OLM  $423,  OLV  $507,  COS  $1,375,  Total $2,305 

I’m excited to announce that starting next month our parish will be taking part in the Christ Our Hope: Building a 
Vibrant Church campaign. The campaign will build up our diocese through vibrant parishes, strengthening our 
faith formation efforts and serving the poor.   
  
We will kick off the campaign next month. We are still looking for volunteers to help spread the message and fol-
low up on gift requests. If you are interested, please call the parish office and ask for ((contact person)).  
  
We’ll be sharing more information with you as we get closer to the kickoff date. Also, be sure to read the Vermont 
Catholic and Inland See for more information about the campaign.  
  
 “Rise, and do not be afraid.” The challenges we face personally and as a Church are nothing compared with the 
glory of God. Let us rise confidently, with Christ as our hope.  

Stations of the Cross  
every Friday through  
Lent: 
 
OLM: 3:00pm 
OLV:5:00pm 
 

Remembrance: You can continue to car ry on your  own good work for  
Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions they serve by remembering 
them in your will. To do so, simply make a bequest of whatever you wish to: 
Our Lady of Mercy, PO Box 246, Putney, VT 05346 

https://vermontcatholic.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c257095ed91ea357f67ab9a80&id=d06950dd41&e=89f9d95d43


The Holy Mass   
    

  Closing Rite 

Is it right to leave the Church imme-
diately after receiving Communion? 
It is not right. Some people receive 
Communion and go straight to the 
parking lot. If someone would leave 
the party, before saying goodbye to 
the host and the fellow guests, would 
this be appreciated? I am sure it 
won’t be appreciated; rather it would 
distress the host. Just so would such 
people distress God, who has provid-
ed the spiritual meal. 
After the concluding prayer, the 
priest concludes the Mass with the 
prayer and the final blessing in the 
name of the Father, Son, and the Ho-
ly Spirit. At this point, the priest or 
the deacon greets the people that the 
Mass is ended and the assembly may 
go in peace. With the response, 
“Thanks be to God”, the assembly 
goes out singing joyfully, empow-
ered to serve in the outer world. 
   
To be continued…. 

Pope Francis Speaks to Families      Mothers and Father
  

You Are the Father! 

The absent father figure in the life of little ones and young people 

causes gaps and wounds that may even be very serious. And, in effect, 

delinquency among children and adolescents can be largely attributed 

to this lack, to the shortage of examples and authoritative guidance in 

their everyday life, a shortage of closeness, a shortage of love from the 

father. And the feeling of orphanhood that so many young people live 

with is more profound than we think.  

 They are orphaned in the family because the father is often ab-

sent, also physically, from the home, but above all because when they 

are present, they do not behave like fathers. They do not converse with 

their children. They do not fulfill their role as educators. They do not set 

their children a good example with their words, principles, values, 

those rules of life which they need like bread. The educative quality of 

the time the father spends raising the child is all the more necessary 

when he is forced to stay away from home because of work. Sometimes 

it seems that fathers don’t know what their role in the family is or how 

to raise their children. So, in doubt, they abstain; they retreat and ne-

glect their responsibilities, perhaps taking refuge in the unlikely rela-

tionship as “equals” with their children. It’s true that you have to be a 

“companion” to your child, but without forgetting that you are the fa-

ther! If you behave only as a peer to your child, it will do him or her no 

good. 

—General Audience, Paul VI, January 28, 2015 

SAINT FRANCES OF ROME (1384-1440)      March 9 
 
 Nature and human nature—plagues and wars—turned late medieval Rome into a living hell, particularly for the sick 
and poor. Frances, by birth and marriage well provided for, was a devoted wife and mother; but like Benedictine Oblates, 
who to this day “pray and work” while living with their families and working in the world, she joined like-minded lay-
women friends in ministering to society’s most vulnerable. Frances’ charity was not only “hands on” but “in home.” Her 
palace became a hospital after the plague claimed two of her three children. When her husband’s death ended their loving 
marriage of forty years, Frances joined other widowed Oblates in community. In an interesting link to the United States, 
our nation’s premier religious congregation for women of color, the Oblate Sisters of Providence, in 1833 established 
bonds of spiritual communion with these Oblates of Saint Frances in Rome. Though Black History Month is past, take a 
moment to learn about the good work that Mother Lange’s spiritual daughters are doing still and consider supporting 
them as a Lenten project: www.oblatesisters.com. 
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  
 Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;  
 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  
 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

SHARING 
 It's easy to halve the potato where there’s love. 
—Irish saying 
 

THE HEAVIEST LOAD 
 A chip on the shoulder is the heaviest load anyone can 
carry. 
—Anonymous 
 

SPRING WEATHER 
 In the spring, I have counted 136 different kinds of 
weather inside of 24 hours. 
—Mark Twain 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
Christ Jesus . . . destroyed death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. — 2 Timothy 1:10b 


