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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

The New Holy Mass Timings (Weekends) 
Our Lady of Mercy, Putney - Saturday 4.00 PM 

Our Lady of the Valley, Townsend - Sunday 
10.30 AM 

Chapel of the Snow, Stratton Mt. - Sunday 12.30 
PM 

Weekdays 
OLM - All Thursdays & First Saturday 8.30 AM 

OLV - All Wednesdays & Friday 8.30 AM  

August 23, 2020                21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Offertory: August 16, 2020   OLM  $153,  OLV  $686,  COS  $375,   Online Giving  $700, Total $1,914 
             

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

8-22-2020 - For the 2020 Elections that we may be One Nation under God by Karen OLM 

8-23-2020 - For Poor Souls by John Nappi OLV 

8-26-2020 - For Poor Souls by John Nappi OLV 

8-27-2020 - For All my friends who passed away by Karen Kopins Shaw OLM 

8-28-2020 - For Shaw Family by Karen Kopins Shaw OLV 

 

Christ our Hope Campaign The Christ Our Hope: Building a Vibrant Church campaign is under-
way! Teamed with the rest of the parishes across the state, we will be joined together in our effort to strengthen our 
Catholic Church in Vermont and renew our own parishes. You should have received a letter with Frequently Asked 

Questions that hopefully answered many of your questions about the campaign and why we 
need to do this now. This week every registered parish household will receive a packet of 
campaign information from our parish. The mailing will include a gift request letter signed by 
Bishop Coyne and me with instructions on how you can invest in the future of Our Lady of 
Mercy & West River Missions and strengthen the Catholic Church in Vermont. The request 
letter is an invitation not an expectation. We understand these are difficult times, but, as a 
Church, our needs have not diminished and for many they have increased. We first ask you to 

make the gift of prayer for the success of the campaign. We then ask you to consider our shared responsibility for 
the needs of our spiritual home, our parish, and the future of our Catholic Church in Vermont. Finally, we invite 
those who can give to prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift beyond their usual offertory and bishop’s appeal contri-
bution. To learn more about the campaign visit: www.christourhopevt.org 

 
Covid-19 Note: 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted until further notice, especially if you are part of a vulnerable 
population and/or have an underlying health condition. Please approach the celebration of Mass with charity and 
love for our clergy and faith community by following the protocols: 
• Stay home if you are sick or not feeling well. 
• Wear a mask in Mass. 
• Sanitize your hands upon entry. Due to shortages of sanitizer,  please bring your own if possible. 
• Sit in designated pews and respect social distance between others of 6 feet or more unless you are one family unit. 
• Refrain from congregating in tight areas or entering cordoned off areas. 
• Follow the protocols to receive Holy Communion as directed at Mass. 
For more details about church protocols visit: vermontcatholic.org/covid-19.  Bishop Coyne 

 
Readings for the Week of August 24, 2020 

Sunday: Is 22:19-23/Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8/Rom 11:33-36/Mt 16:13-20 

Monday: Rv21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-13ab, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51 
Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10-13/Mt 22:23-26 

Wednesday: 2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Ps 128:1-2, 4-5/Mt 23:27-32 

Thursday: 1 Cor  1:1-9/Ps 145:2-7/Mt 24:42-51 
Friday: 1 Cor  1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Cor  1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mk 6:17-29 

Sunday: Jer  20:7-9/Ps 63:2-6, 8-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

 
{Cursillo Webinar on the Third Thursday of Every Month}  
 
 
 
 
Online Giving 

Please refer to our website, https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information regard-
ing online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time.  
Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the app.  
To get the online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.  Register the app with our organization 

ID#1345. 

http://www.christourhopevt.org
https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


Being Spiritually Close While Socially Distant 
is Today’s Challenge - Cardinal Tobin 
 
 Social distancing during this ongoing pandemic “is nec-
essary for the common good,” said Cardinal Joseph Tobin 
of Newark, “but we need to counter this with a dramatic 
increase in what Pope Francis calls ‘spiritual closeness.'” 
“How can we stay close to Jesus, and all our sisters and 
brothers, at a time when concern for them demands that 
we keep our distance?” he asked. “How can we remain 
spiritually close at the same time that we practice social 
distancing?” 
 
Cardinal Tobin made the comments in a reflection on 
“Ministry in a Time of Social Distancing: Synodality and 
Closeness,” in the Aug. 14 issue of his “Rejoice in the 
Lord” newsletter that goes out to the entire archdiocese. 
Launched Sept. 6, 2019, it includes pastoral messages and 
reflections from the cardinal and is available in English 
and Spanish online, https://www.rcan.org/
rejoiceinthelord. 
 
“For nearly half a year now, it seems like we have all 
been living in the Twilight Zone. Things just don’t appear 
to be the way they should be, and it’s kind of eerie” be-
cause of the coronavirus, Cardinal Tobin noted. 
 
“I certainly don’t want to joke about this deadly serious 
pandemic. Too many people have lost family members, 
friends and close colleagues,” he said. “Many others have 
lost their jobs or are experiencing severe economic hard-
ships. And all of us have had our lives uprooted one way 
or another. COVID-19 is not a joke. It is a worldwide cri-
sis that has hit all of us very close to home.” 
 
Ministry in a time of pandemic “is like walking a tight-
rope,” he said. 
“We must keep our distance — out of respect for the 
health and well-being of others, especially those who are 
most vulnerable,” he wrote. “At the same time, we must 
find ways of being close to our brothers and sisters, and 
we must search for opportunities to invite all members of 
the body of Christ to walk with us — synodality — and to 
become intimately involved in the church’s life and minis-
try.” 
 
Christians, he noted, “encounter Jesus in his people — our 
families and friends, our neighbors and fellow parishion-
ers, our co-workers and school mates, even people we 
don’t know personally — strangers — who we come in 
contact with as we go about our daily lives.” 
Cardinal Tobin added: “Jesus tells us that we find him in 
the ‘least of these’ brothers and sisters (cf. Mt 25: 31-46), 
so being close to them means being close to him.” 
He urged Catholics in the archdiocese to be “especially 
concerned” about the many people during this time “who 
are experiencing intense anxiety, (who) feel lonely and 
abandoned, and who really count on public worship for 
their own support.”  
 

“We also should be concerned about how the spiritual 
lives of our people will be impacted by the drastic 
changes we are all experiencing for the first time in 
our lives,” Cardinal Tobin said. “The Eucharist and 
the celebration of the Mass are so central to our 
church that those who are unable to participate physi-
cally really suffer as a result.” 
Throughout the country the pandemic has essentially 
closed most houses of worship for the public celebra-
tion of services or certainly severely limited the size 
of congregations out of health and safety concerns, 
with state health officials requiring strict adherence to 
protocols such as mask-wearing, hand-sanitizing and 
social distancing for everyone. 
Catholic churches have been livestreaming Masses 
since the spring, and some have had outdoor liturgies 
for small groups, while following health and safety 
protocols. In some parts of the country where con-
firmed coronavirus cases have diminished, local au-
thorities have allowed churches to open with a small 
percentage of their usual capacity, again only if strict 
protocols are followed. 
 
“No one ever said it would be easy,” Cardinal Tobin 
said. “After all, as Pope Francis reminds us: 
‘Embracing your cross means finding the courage to 
embrace all the hardships of the present time,’ and it 
means ‘finding the courage to create spaces where 
everyone can recognize that they are called, and to 
allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidari-
ty.'” 
Since the pandemic’s threat to the well-being of mil-
lions of people around the globe became clear, he said 
he has been asking “Mary, Mother of the Church and 
our mother, to intercede on behalf of all who are suf-
fering and all who are ministering to the needs of oth-
ers,” he said. 
“May her example inspire us all to find ways to be 
close to one another even when we are keeping a safe 
distance,” he added. (CNS) 

 
Pope Francis’ Prayer for a special Mass and act of pray-
er asking Mary to protect Italy and the world during of 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of 
salvation and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping 
your faith firm. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we 
need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in 
Cana of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting 
after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the 
will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, 
who has taken upon himself our sufferings and car-
ried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the 
joy of the resurrection. Amen. 
 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother 
of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are 
in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious 
and blessed Virgin. 


