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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

November 29, 2020                    First Sunday Of Advent    

Offertory: November 22, 2020  OLM $119.22, OLV $140.00, COS $136.00, OLG $603.00  Total - $ 998.22 
             

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

     Winter Schedule:  All Daily Masses will be held in the Rectory Chapel 9 AM                             

Saturday, November 28, 2020 For Poor Souls by John And Linda Nappi OLM 
   Sunday, November 29, 2020  Kay McCaffrey by Mike and Pat Adrian OLV 
   Sunday, November 29, 2020  For all parishioners COS 
   Wednesday, December 2,2020 Rectory Chapel - Frank May by Mike and Pat Adrian  
                     Thursday, December 3, 2020 Rectory Chapel -  Don Carlson by Dan Daigler 
   Friday, December 4, 2020 Rectory Chapel - Judith Ricci RIP by Tom and Cynthia Rahmlow            
   Saturday, December 5, 2020 Rectory Chapel - First Saturday Devotion   

 
     Christ our Hope Campaign  
Isaiah 7:14 
“Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a vir-
gin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name 
Immanuel.” 
 
It’s with great joy and excitement that we welcome Advent and 
the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior. Jesus is 
God’s greatest gift to mankind. He is the perfect present received 

every Christmas. John 3:16 –  
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life”— serves as a reminder of God’s love and the sacrifice made on our behalf. 
 
Along with celebrating God’s wonderful gift, Advent is a time when we enjoy giving a little more. It is 
an opportunity to give a little more of our time, a little more of our love and a little more of the gifts 
we’ve received from God.  
 
So we invite you, this Advent season, to join your brothers and sisters in Christ with a Christ Our Hope 
campaign commitment. Remember your gift will make a difference as we address our needs at Our Lady 
of Mercy and the West River Missions. But don’t forget it will also support the many needs of those most 
vulnerable among us, while enhancing our ability to educate others. Please return your completed pledge 
form or go online to christourhopevt.org/donate to make your gift. 

 
Cursillo Webinar  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm 
The Permanent Meeting ID for Zoom: 83037321641, Password: Ultreya.  

                     

   Prison Ministry:  As in past years, we are asking for donations of socks and 

undershirts for those housed at the Springfield Correctional Facility.  If you are able to assist us 

this year, please bring your plain white (no logos please) donations to church or contact Deacon 

Richard 802-365-4012 to arrange pick up. 
 
 
 
Online Giving 

Please refer to our website, https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information regarding online giv-
ing, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time.  
Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the app.  To get the 
online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.  Register the app with our organization ID#1345. 

https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate
https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


Pope Francis Speaks to the Family... 

A Perfect Family Does Not Exist 
More than anywhere else, the family is where 
we daily experience our own limits and those 
of others, the problems great and small en-
tailed in living peacefully with others.  A per-
fect family does not exist.  We should not be 
fearful of imperfections, weakness, or even 
conflict, but rather learn how to deal with 
them constructively.  The family, where we 
keep loving one another despite our limits 
and sins, thus becomes a school of for-
giveness.  Forgiveness is itself a process of 
communication.  When contrition is ex-
pressed and accepted, it becomes possible to 
restore and rebuild the communication which 
broke down.  A child who has learned in the 
family to listen to others, to speak respectful-
ly, and to express his or her view without ne-
gating that of others, will be a force for dia-
logue and reconciliation in society.                                   

                            Holy Mass Administering Baptism, 
                                                                        January 11, 2015  
 

 
 
Dear Parishioners 
As we move into these uncertain winter months, I want 
you to know that we at Our Lady of Mercy and the West 
River Missions are here for you. We miss you. We invite 
you to come back to Mass if you have been away, even if it 
is one of our weekday Masses with fewer people present. 
If you are unsure about attending Sunday Masses during 
this time of pandemic, simply call the rectory, and I or a 
minister in the Church will meet you at the church to offer 
Holy Communion. I am also available to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of the Sick. 
For Catholics, the Sacraments are instituted by Christ to 
give us grace. Pope Francis reminds us that Communion 
is not a reward for good behavior but medicine for the 
sick. We all need Christ’s help during these difficult times. 
Take time out each day for your own prayer. Pray as a 
family before meals. Watch Mass online if you don’t feel 
safe coming to Mass, and join in the online offerings that 
our parish and diocese offer. I am here for you and pray 
daily for you. This is my duty and blessing for me as a  
parish priest. 

 
 

 
A Prayer For Those Who Serve as the 
“Face” and “Voice” of the Parish  
 

    Lord Jesus Christ, you are the face  
of the Father’s Mercy and Love. 
   Teach me to bring Your Peace and the      
Father’s Mercy to all whom I encounter   to-
day. 
   Send your Spirit to assist me in my work 
so that those I serve may encounter your 
love through me and depart with the Joy of 
the Gospel in their hearts. Amen.                                                                                                                             
  Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington  
 

 
Covid-19 Note: 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted until further 
notice, especially if you are part of a vulnerable population and/or 
have an underlying health condition. Please approach the celebration 
of Mass with charity and love for our clergy and faith community by 
following the protocols: 
• Stay home if you are sick or not feeling well. 
• Wear a mask in Mass. 
• Sanitize your hands upon entry. Due to shortages of sanitizer,  
please bring your own if possible. 
• Sit in designated pews and respect social distance between others of 
6 feet or more unless you are one family unit. 
• Refrain from congregating in tight areas or entering cordoned off 
areas. 
• Follow the protocols to receive Holy Communion as directed at 
Mass. 
For more details about church protocols visit: vermontcatholic.org/
covid-19.  Bishop Coyne 
 

 
 
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for a special Mass and act 
of prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the 

world during of the coronavirus pandemic. 
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation 
and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith 
firm. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, and 
we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee, we 
may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the 
Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon 
himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, 
through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. 
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliv-
er us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 
 

http://store.usccb.org/catholic-household-blessings-and-prayers-paperback-p/7-046.htm
http://store.usccb.org/catholic-household-blessings-and-prayers-paperback-p/7-046.htm

