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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

December 6, 2020                    Second Sunday Of Advent    

Offertory: November 29, 2020  OLM $134.00, OLV $240.00, COS $257.00, OLG $910.00  Total - $ 1541.00       

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

     Winter Schedule:  All Daily Masses will be held in the Rectory Chapel 9 AM                             

Saturday, December 5, 2020 For all Parishioners OLM 
   Sunday, December 6, 2020  Justine and Stephen Martin by Tom and Cynthia Rahmlow OLV 
   Sunday, December 6, 2020  For Sue Driscoll by Dcn Jerry Driscoll COS 
   Wednesday, December 9,2020 Rectory Chapel - Ruth May by Mike and Pat Adrian  
                     Thursday, December 10, 2020 Rectory Chapel -  Fr Frank McMahon by Jeffrey Larson 
   Friday, December 11, 2020 Rectory Chapel - John Kopins by Karen Shaw       
            

 
     Christ our Hope Campaign  
During the season of Thanksgiving, we often take time to reflect on our many bless-
ings. With the Christ Our Hope campaign, we are especially grateful for those who 
have given their time and talents to help along the way. 
 
Many volunteers, office administrators, priests and deacons across the Diocese have 
shared their leadership, broad shoulders and love for their parish to help create the 
campaign foundation. 
 
At Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions, we would especially like to 

extend a heartfelt thank you Father Agnel, Deacon Richard and their team of volunteers for their many contributions. 
 
Phone calls by volunteers and staff not only helped support the campaign and inform fellow parishioners, but perhaps were 
timely outreach to somebody in need of a conversation. And if a parishioner was not yet ready to make a campaign gift or 
pledge, a conversation maybe planted a seed for the future. 
 
We are building for the future of the Catholic Church in Vermont and want everybody to share in that excitement and vision. So 
we again thank those who were willing to serve others by sharing that message. 

 

  Readings for the Week of December 7, 2020 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-14/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab-14/Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1-4/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10/Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1, 9-13b/Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-4, 6/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/(Ps)Jdt 13:18bc, 19/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/(Ps)Lk 1:46-50, 53-54/1 Thes 5:16-24/Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

 
 

Cursillo Webinar  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm 
The Permanent Meeting ID for Zoom: 83037321641, Password: Ultreya.  
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
Parish Annual Appeal:  $2825.00 
Off to a good start thanks to your generosity. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

                     
Online Giving 
Please refer to our website, https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information regarding online giv-
ing, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time.  
Now online giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the app.  To get the 

online Giving app, go to OLGApp.com.  Register the app with our organization ID#1345. 

https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection Weekend of 
December 12th & 13th 

In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have dedicated themselves to service 
and acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an aching world. Yet 
years of service for little or no pay have left their communi-
ties without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the Re-
tirement Fund for Religious help provide medications, nurs-
ing care, and other necessities, please be generous. 
 

 

Pope Francis Speaks to the Family... 

Do Not Stop Dreaming! 
I am fond of dreams in families. For nine months every 
mother and father dreams about their baby.  Am I right? 
[Yes!]  They dream about what kind of child he or she 
will be… You can’t have a family without dreams.  
Once a family loses the ability to dream, children do not 
grow, love does not grow, life shrivels up and dies.  So I 
ask you each evening, when you make your examina-
tion of conscience, to also ask yourselves this question:  
Today did I dream about my children’s future?  Today 
did I dream about my parents and grandparents who 
have gone before me?  Dreaming is very important.  
Especially dreaming in families.  Do not lose this ability 
to dream!  How many difficulties in married life are re-
solved when we leave room for dreaming, when we 
stop a moment to think of our spouse, and we dream 
about the goodness present in the good things all around 

us. 
                                          Meeting with families, Mall of Asia Arena, Manilla           
                                                                                                 January 16, 2015 

 
Dear Parishioners 
As we move into these uncertain winter months, I want you to 
know that we at Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Mis-
sions are here for you. We miss you. We invite you to come 
back to Mass if you have been away, even if it is one of our 
weekday Masses with fewer people present. If you are unsure 
about attending Sunday Masses during this time of pandem-
ic, simply call the rectory, and I or a minister in the Church 
will meet you at the church to offer Holy Communion. I am 
also available to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
or the Anointing of the Sick. For Catholics, the Sacraments 
are instituted by Christ to give us grace. Pope Francis re-
minds us that Communion is not a reward for good behavior 
but medicine for the sick. We all need Christ’s help during 
these difficult times. Take time out each day for your own 
prayer. Pray as a family before meals. Watch Mass online if 
you don’t feel safe coming to Mass, and join in the online 
offerings that our parish and diocese offer. I am here for you 
and pray daily for you. This is my duty and blessing for me 
as a  parish priest. 

 

This Advent Season in the 

spirit of giving, please con-
sider a donation to either 

Branches Baby Boutique, 
Prison Ministry Project or to 

your area Food Shelf. 
 

 
 
Covid-19 Note: 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lifted 
until further notice, especially if you are part of a vul-
nerable population and/or have an underlying health 
condition. Please approach the celebration of Mass with 
charity and love for our clergy and faith community by 
following the protocols: 
• Stay home if you are sick or not feeling well. 
• Wear a mask in Mass. 
• Sanitize your hands upon entry. Due to shortages of 
sanitizer,  please bring your own if possible. 
• Sit in designated pews and respect social distance be-
tween others of 6 feet or more unless you are one family 
unit. 
• Refrain from congregating in tight areas or entering 
cordoned off areas. 
• Follow the protocols to receive Holy Communion as 
directed at Mass. 
For more details about church protocols visit: ver-
montcatholic.org/covid-19.  Bishop Coyne 
 

 
 
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for a special Mass and act 
of prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the 

world during of the coronavirus pandemic. 
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation 
and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith 
firm. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, 
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Gali-
lee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of 
trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the 
Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon 
himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, 
through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. 
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but de-
liver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

 
 
 


