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SCHEDULE AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK:

    December 27, 2020                            Christmas Week    

Offertory: December 20, 2020  OLM $163.00, OLV $546.00, COS $401.00, OLG $405.00  Total - $ 1,515.00       

Our Lady of Mercy and the West 

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

     Winter Schedule:  All Daily Masses will be held in the Rectory Chapel 9 AM                             

Saturday, December 26, 2020 For Poor Souls by John + Linda Nappi OLM                                                                                                                                      
Saturday December 26, 2020 For all Parishioners COS 

   Sunday, December 27, 2020 Roger Biederman RIP  OLV 
   Sunday, December 27, 2020 Chuck McMahon RIP  COS 
  Wednesday, December 30,2020 Rectory Chapel -  NO DAILY MASS 
                     Thursday, December 31, 2020 Rectory Chapel -  NO DAILY MASS  
Friday, January 1, 2021 Rectory Chapel -   For All Parishioners                Saturday January 2, 2021  Rectory Chapel for The Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
     Christ our Hope Campaign  
Have you been thinking about a gift or pledge to the Christ Our Hope campaign? 
There is still time to join thousands across the Diocese who already have made dona-
tions. 
 
With your help at Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Missions, the gifts and 
pledges received so far have moved us closer to our goal. The Christ Our Hope cam-
paign is focused on building vibrant parishes, and we pray that our projects will 
strengthen us for the future.                                                                                                  
  You can return your completed pledge form or go online to chris-

tourhopevt.org/donate to make a gift. 
 
Readings for the Week of December 27, 2020                                                                                                                                  
Sunday 12/27 SIR 3:2-6, 12-14, Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, COL 3:12-21, LK 2:22-40                                                            
Monday 12/28  1Jn 1:5-2.2, Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7-8, MT 2:13-18                                                                                           
Tuesday 12/29  1Jn 2:3-11, Ps 96:1-2, 3, 5-6, LK 2:22-35                                                                               
Wednesday 12/30  1Jn 2:12-17, Ps 96:7-8, 8-9, 10, LK 2:36-40                                                                       
Thursday 12/31  1Jn 2:18-21, Ps 96:1-2 11-12, 13, JN 1:1-18                                                                         
Friday 1/1/21  Nm 6:22-27, Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8, Gal 4:4-7, LK 2:16-21                                                                                                                                
Saturday 1/2/21 1Jn 2:22-28, Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, JN 1:19-28 

Cursillo Webinar  - 3rd Wednesday of Each Month @ 7pm 
The Permanent Meeting ID for Zoom: 83037321641, Password: Ultreya.  
Cursillo 
Article 3 
Cursillo Weekend – Like a retreat but better 
At least that was how it was described to me. Over the next few weeks I’ll talk about the Cursillo Weekend.  Its purpose, its 
schedule, and its outcomes (or at least what the outcomes meant to me) 
The weekend is almost exactly 72 hours long. It begins Thursday evening and ends Sunday evening.  There are Men’s Week-
ends (team and new Cursilistas are all men) and Women’s Weekends (Spiritual team a priest and deacon or vowed religious, 
otherwise the team and new Cursilistas are all Women) 
Why this structure? It is set up this way to better allow those in attendance to withdraw from the distractions of ordinary life. So 
that they are better able to form a Christian Community. 
It is said that these three days are broken up as follows: Day 1 is a meeting with self, Day 2 is a meeting with Jesus, and Day 3 is 
a meeting with community 
On Day 1 (Thurs. evening – Friday evening) after introductions and a brief history of the movement, a silent retreat starts and 
lasts about 12 hrs. (you should be asleep for 8 of them).  Friday’s talks are about looking at myself, to consider my ideals, my 
relationships to the Church, Jesus, and the world. 
On Day 2 (Friday evening to Saturday evening) the talks (called Rollo’s) reflect on what we are called to live as baptized Chris-
tians. How we get to better know Jesus and the Church in our daily lives.  During these Rollo’s the speaker will provide person-
al examples of how the speaker is living this talk in his or her ordinary life.  
On Day 3 the talks are about Community. What we can do for it and what it can do for us. The speakers in their talks again wit-
ness to how they live the talk in their ordinary lives. This is so that we will be convinced that if the speaker in their life, can live 
the talk so can the rest of us. Ultimately we are called to “Bloom where we are planted”. 
Next week I’ll talk some more on the experiences of the weekend   DeColores Dan 

                                                                                                                                                        

Online Giving  Please refer to our website, https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/ for information 

regarding online giving, so that you may continue to support our church during this difficult time. Now online 

giving is easier than ever.  Give online through our parish website or from the app.  To get the online Giving 

app, go to OLGApp.com.  Register the app with our organization ID#1345. 

https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate
https://www.christourhopevt.org/donate
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/is/52?7#29052007
https://ourladyofmercy.vermontcatholic.org/


 
 
Dear Parishioners 
As we move into these uncertain winter months, I want you to 

know that we at Our Lady of Mercy and the West River Mis-
sions are here for you. We miss you. We invite you to come back 

to Mass if you have been away, even if it is one of our weekday 
Masses with fewer people present. If you are unsure about at-

tending Sunday Masses during this time of pandemic, simply 
call the rectory, and I or a minister in the Church will meet you 

at the church to offer Holy Communion. I am also available to 
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Anointing of 

the Sick. For Catholics, the Sacraments are instituted by Christ 

to give us grace. Pope Francis reminds us that Communion is 
not a reward for good behavior but medicine for the sick. We 

all need Christ’s help during these difficult times. Take time out 
each day for your own prayer. Pray as a family before meals. 

Watch Mass online if you don’t feel safe coming to Mass, and 
join in the online offerings that our parish and diocese offer. I 

am here for you and pray daily for you. This is my duty and 
blessing for me as a  parish priest. 

Pope Francis Speaks to the Family 
Keeping the Faith     
The apostle Paul, at the end of his life, makes a final reckoning 
and says, “I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).  But how did 
he keep the faith?  Not in a strong box! Nor did he hide it un-
derground, like the somewhat lazy servant (cf. Matthew 25: 17-
19).  St. Paul compares his life to a fight and to a race.  He kept 
the faith because he didn’t just defend it but proclaims it, 
spreads it, brought it to distant lands.  He stood up to all those 
who wanted to preserve, to “embalm” the message of Christ 
within the limits of Palestine. That is why he made courageous 
decisions; he went into hostile territory: he let himself be chal-
lenged by distant peoples and different cultures; he spoke frank-
ly and fearlessly. St Paul kept the faith because, in the same 
way that he received it, he gave it away; he went out to the 
fringes and didn’t dig himself into defensive positions. 
Here, too, we can ask: how do we keep our faith as a family?  

Do we keep it for ourselves, in our families, as a personal treas-

ure like a bank account, or are we able to share it by our wit-

ness, but our acceptance of others, by our openness?  We all 

know that families are often “racing” from one place to another, 

with lots to do.  But did you ever think that this “racing” could 

also be the race of faith? Christian families are missionary fami-

lies. Yesterday in this square we heard testimonies of mission-

ary families. They are missionary also in everyday life, in their 

doing everyday things, as they bring to everything the salt and 

the leaven of faith!  Keeping the faith in families and bringing 

to everyday things the salt and the leaven of faith.                                     
 --Homily for family Day,    St Peter’s square, October 27, 2013            

 
 _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Parish Annual Appeal: $10,020.00  

Christ our Hope Campaign: We have reached 

60% of our Hope Goal of $137,913.00. Please consid-

er making a donation. Info at christourhope.org/donate 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal:  We have reached 79% 

of our goal of $22,789.00. 

 

 
Covid-19 Note: 
The obligation to attend Sunday Mass remains lift-
ed until further notice, especially if you are part of 
a vulnerable population and/or have an underlying 
health condition. Please approach the celebration of 
Mass with charity and love for our clergy and faith 
community by following the protocols: 
• Stay home if you are sick or not feeling well. 
• Wear a mask in Mass. 
• Sanitize your hands upon entry. Due to short-
ages of sanitizer,  please bring your own if possi-
ble. 
• Sit in designated pews and respect social distance 
between others of 6 feet or more unless you are one 
family unit. 
• Refrain from congregating in tight areas or enter-
ing cordoned off areas. 
• Follow the protocols to receive Holy Communion 
as directed at Mass. 
For more details about church protocols visit: ver-
montcatholic.org/covid-19.  Bishop Coyne 
 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for a special Mass and act 
of prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the 

world during of the coronavirus pandemic. 
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation 
and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 
who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith 
firm. 
You, Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need, 
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Gali-
lee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of 
trial. 
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the 
Father and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon 
himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us, 
through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. 
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but de-
liver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

                           

   Prayer 
When they had departed, behold, the Angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Rise, take the Child and His mother, flee to 
Egypt, and stay there until I tell you.  Herod is 
going to search for the Child to destroy Him.”        
          MT 2:13 
...And she gave birth to her firstborn Son.  She 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in 
a manger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn.          LK 2:7 
 


